Google 



This is a digital copy of a book lhal w;ls preserved for general ions on library shelves before il was carefully scanned by Google as pari of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

Il has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one thai was never subject 

to copy right or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often dillicull lo discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher lo a library and linally lo you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud lo partner with libraries lo digili/e public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order lo keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial panics, including placing Icchnical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make n on -commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request thai you use these files for 
personal, non -commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort lo Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each lile is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use. remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 

countries. Whether a book is slill in copyright varies from country lo country, and we can'l offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through I lie lull lexl of 1 1 us book on I lie web 
al |_-.:. :.-.-:: / / books . qooqle . com/| 



i&rcOfa djz*disr C&rct 

&r&jr/< /c///y //<! .Mr/hi 



.'THE • 

EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT 

OF* THE 

UNGODLY, 

Illuftrated and evinced to be a Scripture Do&rine : 

AND THE 

Salvation of all Men, 

As taught in feveral late Publications, confuted. 
Xn a new Arrangement of the Subject in Difpute. 

In Three PARTS.- 

Xn the First, — The. .infinuating Arguments of the Univer- 
falifts are confidered and refuted ; and the Credibility of 
the commonly received Do&rine is evinced. 

In the Second, — The everlafting Punifhment cf the Ungod- 
ly is illuftrated a,nd evinced. 

In the Third, — The Arguments of the LMverfalifts, from 
Scripture Texts, and theic Evafions, are confidered and 
refuted. 



By STEPHEN JOHNSON, M. A 

Paftor of the firft Church in Lyme. • 



NEW-LONDON: 
Printed by TIMOTHY GJtEEN, Mtf&ftaLKvl 

• . . .« 






t 




•-. ■« 



?".■!■ 

157115 

ASTOR, LFNOX AN& 
TILOEN FOUNDATION* 

1099. 







f 



:x 



■*•*-«■ 



THE INTRODUCTORY 

P R E FA C E 



WILL the Supreme Judge of the world, in the laft day, 
fentence us to everlafting life or punifhment accord- 
ing to our charaders formed in this ftate ? So Chrift hath cx- 
prefsly taught us $ and it is of moft interefting importance to 
every one, to know and realize it. This was the faith of the 
Jewifh and Chriftian church in the days of infpiration. This 
hath been the common faith of the Chriftian church ever fince. 
This was the faith of our pious forefathers in this land; and 
hath been the undifputed faith of their pofterity, until the pre- 
fent age. And confidering the powerful, falutary tendency 
and influence of this dodtrine, tor the good of men in this 
world and world to come, is it not to be lamented, that this 
important article of the Chriftian faith, fhould be drawn into 
queftion ? But fo h is. The contrary do&rine, " that all 
men fhall be faved," is now exhibited to public examination. 
*~A clear ftage — fair dealing and argumentation — we alk no 
more. — Great is the power of truth, and it will prevail. — 
Chrift hath furnifhed his fervants with fufficient ability and 
faithfulnefs, from age to age, to vindicate the faith once deli- 
vered to the faints \ and to unmade and expofe error, however 
difguifed by art and fephifty ; nor need we queftion it in the 
jprefent or any future day. 

When I read the pamphlet, intitled, <c Salvation for nil 
Men/' printed in Bofton, 1782, I viewed it as an opening 
Yredge of controverfy ; add thought it duty to turn my tho'ts 
upon the beft method of defending thedo&rine of the future po* 
tufliment, as commonly received ia the Chriftian world * wjii^h 
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to me appeared, might as well be fupported as any doftrinc 
of like importance, in divine revelation! The plan now ex- 
hibited, appeared well adapted to the purpofe -, and I had be- 
gun to write upon it before I knew of any anfwers to that 
pamphlet. . Several anfwers have fince appeared, which, in 
my judgment, are well executed upon their refpeftive plans : 
And more is faid than enough to anfwer that piece ; the com- 
mon faith is fubftahtially fupported in them : But the contro- 
verfy doth not reft. A much more laboured treatife, in fup- 
port of that impladed tenet, is imported among us, printed in 
London, 17 84. It requires ah anfwer — none hath yet appear- 
ed ; — and as the plan now exhibited, is very different from 
that of thofe who have gone before me, and on that account 
may give the reader an advantage ta fee truth reprefented and 
error expofed in various points of view; it is thought thia 
publication may be needful and ufefuL : 

The twd firft parts of it, have lain by me more than a year* 
Indeed, the fecond part was delivered in public difcourfes, in 
the fall 1783, in a time of uncommon general ficknefs in this 
place, which is the occafion of its appearance in the prefent 
Form. Having turned my attention to the fubjeft, and not 
knowing that I fhould live to publifh any thing upon it, 1 
thought it duty to endeavour to eftablilh my hearers in ap- 
point of fo great importance. The public were notified in \ 
1783, an ingenious work would be publifhed, "wherein the; 
fiibjeft is exhaufted 5" which I waited to fee till Odtober, 17 84. ." 
The third part; is chiefly taken up in a reply to this, which I 
fuppofe to be the arionymoiis treatife forementioned, intitled, 
Cf The myftery hid from ages and generations, made manifefl: 
by gofpel revelation : or* the falvatibn of all hien the grand 
thing aimed at in the fcheme of God, as opened in the New- 
Teftament writings, and entrufted with Jefus Chrift to bring 
into effect :" Printed in London, 1784. It contains 406 
pages, exclufive of the preface. It is wrote with ingenuity 
and much labour, with a difplay of learning and critical geni- 
us, with an appearance of much candour and benevolence 5 
bwyvith a fufficient degree of contempt of the whole Chrlftian 
* "*"" worlds 
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world, papal and proteftant, common annotators and Chriftian 
writers, who differ from the author ; accompanied with a va- 
riety of infinuating arguments of addrefs, plaufible argumen- 
tations, and pretenfions of good in the do&rine. Wherefore* 
if the author is miftaken, and it is fitted only to eftablifh & 
ruinous error, the more plaufibly it is wrote, it becomes the 
more enfnaring and dangerous to the reader. 

It may not be amifs, to give a (ketch of the general fcheme 
of do&rine in it ; which I take to be this, — In refpeft to the 
do&rine of the Trinity, it is.Arianifm; — relpefting that of 
imputation, Socianifm 5— in refpe& to the doftnnes ofgrace as 
commonly called, Pelagianifm ; — in refpeft to the. intermedi- 
ate ftate between death and the refurreftion r fo far as I can col- 
left the fentiment, it better agrees with the Muggletonians 
than the common chriftian doftrine ; — in refpedb to the future 
judgment, it is Angular ; it will be final, and there will be no 
other public judgment ; and yet it will not be decifive by un- 
alterably fixing the ftates of good or bad men ; the fentences 
will never be reverfed by any future judgment ; and yet Will 
be temporary, and not of perpetual and everlafting force ;— • 
in refpeft to the future ftate after the laft judgment, his tran£» 
mutation ftates better agrees with the notion of feme of the old 
heathens than with the chriftian fyftem, it beingwhollyunknown 
in the revelations of God. — And in his dodtrine of purgatory* 
he furpaffes the popes, clergy, and church of Rome itfelf 5 for 
his begins after the laft judgment, when theirs is ended. 

Whether thefe are the author's true fentiments, or only an 
adopted fcheme to fupport the doftrine of Univerfal Salvation* 
is not fo material to me or the reader ; nor is it my defign to 
combat thefe principles any farther than the fubjeft in debate 
is concerned ; or the fettling the conftrudtion of ibme dilputed 
texts may require. But it is thus ftated with a view to thefe 
two remarks : One is, thofe who are fettled in the firm belief 
of the contrary articles of the chriftian faith* are in no great 
danger of becoming univerfalifts, on this plan ; they would be 
great loofers by fuch a change : they muft facrifice do&rinef 
of far greater importance than this filly error can be fuppofed 

b r~ta ' 
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46 be. The other, and principal remark, is this : IF this \tfr 
pleaded tenet Cannot be fupported upon this plan, it is in vain 
to hope for it upon any other whatever. The ingenuity and 
Ability of this writer is inconteftible ; and he hath fpared nd 
Iab6r and pains in the caufe. Me had all the world of doc* 
fcfoeS, 6f truth and error to ChOdfe out ofj and he hath taken 
his fond of fupport and defence upon this foundation ; and if 
%c hOifr fails or fuppOrtirig it, when enforced with all the aid of 
.Shofe learned men, Mr. Whifton, Scot* Hartly, Hallet, &<*• 
and is re-enforced again with Gog and Magog, under the in* 
fiuence of the devil, introduced to bring up the rear of fupport 
tb one important part of the fcheme, it is in vain to hope it 
can ever be fupported upon any plaq of doftrine whatever. 
In this fcnfe, " the fubjeft is truly e*haufted." This being 
fey far the moft plaufibly wrote, in which their ftrength is col- 
lected, and '* the fubjedfc exhaufted j" (hould it fail of fupport, 
the uni verfalifts, if wife, for their own fake, will not attempt 
fco tfiend it, for the parts do now hang badly together, and 
Should they joftle and alter the pofts and pillar of it, the fu* 
f erftru&ure certainly falls to ruinwith its own weight. Whe- 
ther it be now fupported, or is fupportable by any means 
whatever -, the reader who carefully attends to the following 
work in all the parts of it, may be under fofne advantage to 
judge. One thing, perhaps, ihould not be wholly pafled over, 
and may be noticed nere* inafmuch^as it did not naturally fall 
in any where in the laft part. We are told, in order to the ad* 
tiiiffion of this fcheme, cc fome generally received do&rines 
ftiuft be given up, and that it h high time they fhould be re- 
rt6unced and others embraced in their room, more honourable 
to the father of mercies, and Cbmfortable to the creatures whom 
his hands have formed.** Page 14. What are the articles td 
be embraced in the room of thofe of the chriftian and proteft> 
ftnt faith, which are to be renounced ? Why, it feems, we 
jWe to receive it as a firft principle, that the end of the creation 
ht the moral World was the happinefs of the creature ; and that 
if God foreknew any of them (fay the devil and his angels and 
the finally wicked of mankind) would, by the abufe of their 

moral 
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moral power*, render themfclves finally miferable, that them 
he ihould have withheld from them tc the gift of exiftenoe. 
JPage jft and 3d. Is it poflible to reconcile thefe notions with 
Go&'s fending his $on into the world to teach us the evejlaft* 
ing fire andpunilhment prepared for the devil and his angel?, tf» 
which he will featence both them and the finally wicked, in the 
laft day ? Will it not follow from this notion* compared witty 
thi* do&rine Chrift taught, that God fent his Son to teach the 
world, he would mal^c thefe creatures miferable, contrary to thf 
end for yrhich he made them, and when he (hould have with? 
held their exifte**ce ? Is not this deftru&ion to the chara&gr 
pf die Father and the 5oh I Thefe new world m*ker», aa$ 
tranfmutation ftatee makers, axe, it feems. . vaft yxokfrofi. 
They can proje&fuch anefleati^chwge in denature of diingju 
as to transferee oblteatipns of thf CTeawre (0 the orator ; a&£ 
pf the tinner to ihe &*yiogr : fo tha* if the rebellious <3$aiuii 
perUheth ia his iniquity, the reflexion of dishonor iball be caft 
jjpOnihe Cwator^ S^iour. Swpofe wJviitewifdoip, pgwi 
fr and goodnefc doth rot exert itftlf in new prated world£ 
«rao&Q»taiM5 ftates, and effe#u*d meases of human inven* 
oon for t^be redu&km and fidvation «f all the ^rebellious, Jhaty 
the Creator and i-psd of the world he refl e cte d pn a$ defedlive 
in bepevofe&ce ? a* pot defiring the.falvation of his preaqures ? 
and a* doing what ought jnat to be done, in giving them exift* 
ence $ Or, if {he Saviour doth not lave all who will not come 
unto him for life a fhali dUhonorbe receded on him as not ex- 
ecuting his traft* bec*ufe tfeey peri/h fgr their faults ? Is thexp 
liny foundation in the fcripture do&rine as commonly receiv- 
ed, for iuch abfwd coociyfions and bale refle&ions ? Is nop 
eternal life God's miti Axe not his gifts his own ? May h$ 
not do what he will with his own r Doth not rebellion forfeit 
this, gift ? May not the wile, juft, and good Governor of th$ 
World puniih the sebeUious according to defert ? Thefe fel& 
evident truths, are Efficient to fettle this point. I can fee np 
Jcmoe done to God w man, by fuch iC talfe philofbphy and 
9Mti deceit," What honor or fervicc can it be to the Mo$ 
High i We ace lOQ tee by aigiqft Jfotfjpu^uyi years to be 

• b a <tf ~ 
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of counfel to the infinitely wife God, to teach him for what 
end to create the world, whom to create, and from whom to 
withhold exiftence 5 and what new worlds and tranfmutation 
Hates to make for the recovery of the rebellious, &c. The 
divine plan of creation is fettled by the infinitely wife God, 
according to the council of his own will, and carried into exe- 
cution. And he hath taught us the grand end defigned, viz. 
moral government in its infinitely important conrie&ions, as 
hereafter ftated apd Uluftratcd. And this plan of moral go-: 
Vernment, in which the righteous will be rewarded and the 
Wicked puniih,ed, in final iffue, hath already exifted in opera- 
tion almoft fix thoufand years, is now carrying into execution, 
will remain foifever, and be compleated in higheft perfe&i- 
on and glory. Neither can, thefe notions be any more fer- 
yice for the real good, comfort and happinefs of mankind ; 
they cannot inforcc the important requifitions of duty in the 
law and gofpel of God, wherein is found the true good, com- 
fort and happinefs of mankind -> for the great commandments 
of love and duty in the law, and of faith, repentance, &e. in 
the gofpej, all proceed upon thi$ fuppofition and ground— that 
Cf od hath an ahfolute right to govern and give law to the cre- 
ation — that the creature is fervant to the creator, and not the 
creator to the creature — and that duty and obligation lies 
wholly on the creature, and if he rebels and makes himfelf mi- 
ferable, the fault and blame is in the creature and not in the 
creator s in the unbelieving and difobedient finner, and not in 
the Saviour. And it is ifrange* that fuch vain {peculations 
and bafe reflexions, are not long ago filenced and banifhed 
the chriftian world, by thefe clear di6tates of reafon, by the re- 
peated appeals of God to it ; "are not my ways equal and 
yours unequal $" by the perpetual doftrine of revelation, eve~ 
xy where exprefsly laying the fault upon the creature : €t The 
-wicked that is warned but continues in his wickednefs, (hall 
idie in his iniquity, and his blood fliall be upon him :" <c If 
thou be wife, thou Ihalt be wife for thyfelf ; but if thou fcorn*- 
«ft thou alone fhalt bear it." " Thou alone," and not the 
Creator and Saviour, ftiak bear the blame and reproach with 

the 
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ihe punilhment :" And above all by the oath of God purpofe- 
ly clearing himfelf from all fuch impious infinuations, fuggef- 
tions and refle&ions : " As I live, faith the Lord God, I nave 
no pleafure in the death of the wicked, but that he turn and 
Jive :" " Turn ye, turn ye, why will you die ?" It would be 
a hard cafe for any to ft and upon fuch terms with their maker* 
as not to credit the oath of God, unlefs he would pleafe their 
/ancy , in their invented, new created worlds, and tranfmutati- 
<©n ftatcs, which may be very contrary to his all-wife arrange* 
ment of things, in his everlafting kingdom. Is it honorable 
to the Father of Mercies, to take up the caufe of the devil and 
his angels, and of wicked men, againft God ? Hath he commit 
ffioned any one to teach the world, if thefe creatures are final- 
ly miferable in their rebellion, the creator fhould have with- 
held their exiftence ? Jtidas, for inftance, will be finally rnife^ 
rable, if our Lord's words be true : cc It had been good for 
that man if he had not been born." God foreknew this : Will 
any fay to God, he fhould have withheld the gift of exiftence 
to him ? Will he fay, this very man was born an expectant of 
a bleffod immortality, upon a foundation which cannot difap* 
point him ? confequently that our faviour's words cannot be 
true * or, if verified in the execution of this woe, Judas will be 
deprived of his birthright inheritance fecured upon a foundati- 
on which cannot fail. Will he teach as their " honeft Mr; 
Whifton," the punilhment is cruel both in the threatning and 
execution ; and that God muft give up his juftice, and much 
more, his mercy in fuch execution, if Judas be finally and fewv 
ever miferable ? Did God fend his fon into the world to teach 
a do&rine falfe and incredible, as they make this to be, and 
thereby to deftroy the charadter of the Father and the Son ? 
.Can fuch teaching be for the good of mankind ? Doth it tend 
to inforct their obedience, and promote their comfort and hap* 
pinefs ? Yea, doth it not tend dire&ly to ftrengthen the bands 
of wickednefs ? Can it comfort the wicked for man to teU 
them happinefs is their end, when the God of truth repeatedly 
declares " their end is deftru&ion ?" 
- . Thefe queftions carry their own anfwers ia them, and plahty 
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ly ifow, tjtattfceie men run with their maxims and rcafcnings 
€c of falic philofophy and vain deceit," before they arc fent. 
And it v very likely, if the prophet Ezekiel was now alive, 
be would give us a new edition of that folemn mefiage from 
God, he addreffed to tome of the prophets in his day : " With 
Jies ye have made the heart of the righteous lad, whom I have 
not made fad ; and ftrengthenejl the hands of the wicked that 
lie (houid not turn from his wicked way, by piomifing hinj 
life/ 1 Ezek. 13. 2%. Will any one fay, in the face of this 
declaration from God, " that the tvomifing him life doth not 
ftrengthen the bands of wickednefs, and harden tfte wicked in 
it, that heihauld not return from his wicked way V Be- 
fides; if the happinek of the creature be the ultimate end of 
creation every man may make his own pleafure and happi* 
neb his -ultimate end ; and what wicked weak this would 
make in this finful world, notwithft&nding aU the grave cau- 
tions and councils given againftit, any man of difcornment 
mad refledion may eafily fee. The reader may, I think, find 
ibis notion well expofed and canfoted in Bilhop Butler's Ana- 
logy. I fpeak this from memory, not having the book by 
me, and it is, perhaps, twenty years fince I read it. 

Again, — Thefe proje&ors give us a very different, myfte* 
nous plan of Salvation, which we are to embrace €€ in. the 
mom'* of our former faith. And it is {aid no man is a com* 
petent judge o{k €€ who has not often read over the N*w~ 
Teftarpentin the language in which it was wrote, and ftudu 
cd Paul's epiftles for a confiderafole time, &c." * This iooks 
Jufpicious, It muft be a very different plan from " that ftrait 
and garoow way of life," and thofe terms of " life and death" 
taught by our Saviour and his apoftles, which are very plain. 
This highway of falvation is made fo plain, that it is written 
¥ wayfaring men, though fools, fhall not err therein." The 
flhara&er qf the two plans, the one given by infpiration, 
and die other by themselves, fhew they cannot be the lame * 
and we are not prepared to " renounce*' die old and true got 
pel for any other. This proje&ed plan, is to lave the finally 
acbellious,inibme future new-created worlds and tranfinuta- 

tion 
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tibh ftates, and by more effectual means than the gofpel affords. 
At flrft fight, Is this gofpel, or infidelity ? It is liable to ftrong 
Objections, and we lhall hereafter (hew it, felf-coftfutecL ,It i* 
fufflcient here to fay, thefe proje&ors have not creating wildcat 
and power, and cannot bring thefe new worlds, ftates and 
effectual meafure* into e*ifteoce and effeft, and give them 
reality : and it is clear from revelation the Almighty will not. 
Again, this plan is, ad ibfolutely unknown and excluded divine 
revelation $ as, " the invented tales of fairy land" and there- 
fore, as chriftians whofe faith is founded on and abfolutdy 
bounded by fcripture, we have nothing to do with it, but to re- 
jedfc it as vain and delufive. Further, let no one put any truft 
in it, for if the gofpel conftitution be confirmed in the day of 
judgment 5 which is as certain as there is truth in the word of 
God : there is not the leaft chance of fecurity to them on this 
plan, which is dire&ly oppofite to that conftitution : the con- 
firming the one, is the everlafting overthrow of the other. 

Moreover, their piety and benevolence feems to need great 
corre&ion. True piety teaches us a hearty ac^uiefcence in the 
all wife, perfeft government of God, exhibited in fcripture — as 
founded in perfeft wifdom, immutable truth, righteoufnefs and 
goodnefs ; and condufted by wife laws, conftitutions and terms 
of mercy ; and enforced by moft wife promifes and threatnings; 
and to be fettled in the day of judgment in a date of final re-* 
tribution. True piety and benevolence, influences the fubje&s 
of it to pious endeavours to fupporf the authority and govern- 
ment 01 God, the requifitions of the law and gofpel, and the 
promifes and threatnings of God in all their force ; and to en- 
deavour the repentance of finful men, and their reconciliation 
to God, upon the merciful terms of his divine conftitution 
only. But where do we find piety and benevolente exertifed 
in taking up the caufe of his enemies againft God i In tup- 
porting the prefumptuous hopes of the wicked againft the force 
of his threatnings ? In taking up, arguing and fuppoiting theit 
obje&ions, and thereby ftrengthening their mifapprehenfionsj 
hard thoughts and prejudices againft the character of God as 
Uloftrated, ami the government rf God as it will be fettled in 

the 
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the day of judgment ? By teaching them, if they are final- 
ly miferable in their rebellion, and "deftrudtion be their 
end," as the fcripttfre conftantly teacheth, that God fhoukl 
have withheld their exiftence ? And let them be ever fo vile 
and abominable in their treatment of their Creator and Saviour, 
if, after their obftinate rcjedtion of life and falvation in this 
world, he doth not create new worlds and tranfmutation ftatcs* 
and ufe effe&ual meafures for the recovery of all the rebellious, 
that difhonours will be reflected upon the adorable Creator 
And Saviour ? Certainly we find no fuch do&rines taught, no 
fuch infinuations given out, nor any fuch c< piety and benevo- 
lence" exemplified by Mofes and the prophets, by our Saviour 
and his apoftles, or any faint of God, on fcripture record, which 
are our ftandard to judge. by. Doth it not favour more of the 
fpirit of Cain, of the murmuring Ifraelites, and of the wicked 
of the earth, than of the true faints of God ? And can fuch pi- 
ety and benevolence be genuine in its direction, operation and 
fruit ? Such zeal is prepofteroufly abfurd. And that rebuke, 
immediately from God, merits our attention, and fhould put 
and keep us upon guard : " fhall he that contendeth with the 
Almighty inftrudt him ? he that reproveth God, let him anfwer 
it:" Job 40. 1. This was effedtual with holy Job. In a 
word, let it be noted, it is not here and there a detached arti- 
cle of the chriftian faith that muft be renounced, but we muft 
give up the doftrine of the crofs — the conftitution of nature — * 
and the revealed conftitution of God, to embrace .this new 
creed ; as will hereafter appear. Surely no good chriftians, 
who love not their lives to the death for the Word of God and 
teftimony of Jefus, can do this. The people of this land, in 
this enlightened age, are certainly better inltru&ed than to do 
it ; unlefs heads of families and gofpel minifters are far more 
to blame than I believe them to be, in not duly educating and 
teaching them. It is plain therefore, we cannot pofiibly go 
over to them- What fhall be done to compromife the matter, 
to fettle the controverfy, and bring us to unity in the faith ? 

In the room of their propofed reform, I would propofe a fub* 
ftitute, which may be agreed upon by all, without facrific:ng 

any 
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toy WUth ex- di&at* of teafbfc or revelation. It is this. Let 
Us renounce the following rules of fophiftry and falfe argument 
tfttioR, vi«. all -at terfipt to oorreft the dextrine of revelation, 
fey«0Ur prtgwdicaeeor imfentftd notions of reafon : for the fcrip-* 
tore is givgti to cone&thefe, and not to be corre&ed by them*. 
* The Worldly w£kfti Jtafcw not God/' God himfelf hath 
taught us in his *tord the tru6 knowledge of his perfe&ions, 
Councils add Woirks ! in thie inftxu&ion let us reft and abide. 
Let us lay «£de aU attempt to correft the faith of infpired wri- 
ttre, by affixing* more**' glorious meaning to their declarati- 
ons" than they Underftood and intended. Likewife, all argu- 
tftg from the perfections of God, againft fcripture declarations, 
and the repealed GOnftitution of God ; and hi that way dedu- 
cing conditions againft the tenor of revelation. Alfo, the af- 
fixing a umverfal fenfe to general terms, without regarding the 
hec&ffary limitation the fubjedt requires. Falfe rules of con- 
ftniftion, by fearchmg for a hidden and more glorious fenfe, 
inftead o£ and 4o thefubverfion of die obvious fenfe t — with 
falfe keys to unlock the meaning of fcripture texts and pafla- 
ges, whidh will not agree with the context, with the fcope and 
main fubjeft of t : h£ writer, not* with the ten* of revelation* 
which are the fufe rule of a genuine conftru&ion .*- r -fa&s mif*. 
tated and argued upon, on the ground of fucK miftatement :-— 
afguings from parity of cafes, where there is.no parity to fup- 
poft the defigned Condiifion 2— may-be's and poflibilities af- 
fijmed as datas, and argued upon as realities i-^-faife, ill- 
grounded triticifrnsj to put off an invented fenfe inftead of th© 
true meaning of fcripture:*— invented evafions inftead of folid 
^rgVUnents :»-*-and above all, ambiguous words, rendered more 
ambiguous by falfe Giiticifms, and then taken up and argued 
from in the wrong fenfe, without due attention to their con<- 
Gefted relation to the context— to important fcripture diftinc- 
Uoa*^-to the connexion of fcripture do&rines one, with ano* 
then~#-aod *o the true nature of the fubjed itfelf* And wkh^ 
all, words of an impemnt, fixed, deciftve meaning, foch as re* 
Conciliation, juftiftcation, and lalvation itfelf, rendered ambi* 
gupuvto^e ^ ^ It.is, indeed, high time fuck 

c rules 
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jrulcs of fophifhy and falfe argumentation were univcffalty re- 
nounced y although the fupport of the do&rine we impleadj 
yrhoUy depends upon them* Thcfe falfe niles* duly noticed, will 
Jpve die reader an opportunity of judging upon the merits of 
this difpute, and of the force of what is here written and fub- 
mitted to his judgment. I am clear in it, when thefe falfe 

Saxims and modes of arguing are once difcarded, it will fuper- 
. ie.the pretended need of a reform ; and the articles in difpute 
between us, may ftand, with all reafon and fafety, as they were 
embraced in the days of infpiration* and have been, by the 
ehriftian church, ever fince* 

, I am nocnemy to thfe univerfalifts, although they may ac- 
count me one, becaufe, with all freedom, I tell them the truth- 
So far from it, I /incerely wifh their welfare j and have a perfo- 
jpal refpeft for fome who too much countenance this doftrine. 
But the error itfelf, I view as of great magnitude and moft ruin- 
pus donfequence ; and have not lpared* as occafion offered, to 
cxpofe it in the folly* abfurdity and wickednefs of it $ to point 
the reader's indignation againft it, as ought to be done* Per* 
haps more freedom is ufed* than otherwife might be thought 
xequifitc, o>n account of the affuming airs of thcfe writers, which 
may fuffcr fome little check without detriment to the caufe of 
truth, or the good of mankind.* A free, determined manner of 
writing, becomes, the caufe of important truth : and it is natu- 
ral 

• * Thcfe afluming aLirs can fcarcely efcape the notice of any difcerning 
reader. They aflame to themfelves fuch a fuperiority* as to look down 
upon the chriiiian world, who differ from them, as far inferior in mental 
difcernment and improvement, and in chriftian benevolence* This ap- 
pears in their treatment of the Conftru&ions of common annotators and 
chriftian divines with fovereign.conte mpt* and ill more direct ways. Mr. 
Whifton fuggefts, that only weak enthvmafts and divines* bigoted to topi- 
cal orthodoxy, and deficient in real fagacity and true judgment, could 
freely preach the common doctrine. Mr. White, in his charity, ftilesf 
them " miftical Jews." Mr. Relly, in his civility, ftiles his opponents 
V barking Curs. 9 Another inferior author, fpeaks of them as having the 
yail on their hearts, and blinded by the God of this world. A more po- 
lite writer, who reveres the piety of our forefathers, yet exhibits them as 

* fet of idolatars, portraying the God they worlhip " deftitute of truth 
and fincerity," which cannot be the true God. And the humble* " pious 9 ' 

Dr, 
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ral to lis when we rcprefent what we firmly believe, and have 
no fear about us, but of caution not to give juft offence, and 
c£ concern left we fhould foil* to do jufticc to the fubjeft by no* 
ftronjgly evincing the truths of God we are engaged to fupporh; 
The mihds of fome jn this degenerate age* are unhappily un* 
hinged from principle, and need to be fixed : and in many, the 
fprings of mental and moral feelings feem greatly run down ; 

. . or ' 

Dr. Hartly affects a fuperiorityover " the facred writers themfelres," to girt 
os a more full meaning of " their glorious declarations' 9 than their coh> 
{rafted minds understood. And this benevolent writer* in his candour^ 
judges that the chriftian world, proteftant as well as papal, that differ 
from nun in thefe points, receive, for fcripture truths, ar grofs abfurditiea 
and palpably wrong and difhonourable ideas of God, as infidels in the 
dark ages and places of paganifm. p, 862, 3. Thefe a/Turning, cenftr* 
ing, contemning airs, are apt to make undue impreffions upon weak minds ; 
for which reafbn they are noticed, Timid anfwers would rather fatten 
than remove the ill impreffions. Whether tnefe «• airs" be designed ai a 
weapon of policy, like Britifh proclamations, to force as by their terror to 
(pbiniffion or filence, or are owing to the evil fpirit of the error itfelf, I 
jjrefume not to determine. Thefe well acquainted with the learned world 
know, there is no rational ground for it. Give thefe ingenious, learned, 
but fanciful authors their full due, they have in the learned world many 
iuperiors for univerfal literature, deep penetration, theological and criti- 
cal Hull, &c. who were in the comjrion fentiment in dispute. Bifhop Sher- 
lock, Dr. Clark, and E)r. Tayler, are applauded by this author ; andfeores 
and hundreds might be added to the lift. Thefe writers are merciful, 
perhaps, without defign, amidft their fe verity : for they have left us, join- 
ed in one faith, in the beft of company, with the patriarchs and prophets* 
our Saviour and his apoilles, and all the Taints of God, jewiih. and chriftian, 
iq the days of infpiration ; it being conceded, in their no^e p, 253, <( that 
the infpired writers did not underftand the full meaning of their gloriou* 
declarations :" that is, they did not underftand the doctrine and fchemo 
of thefe men. This is in effe& giving up the point in difpute. The* Coo* 
teft is plainly between the infpired teachers and writers, and thefe men ; 
Hpd no, coqfilfcnt revelationift can doubt in fuch a conteft, whofe plan and 
doctrine will be approved and whofe will be condemned in the great day. 
That all wifdom and goodnefs is not the prerogative peculiar of theft 
inen, one may infer from the character they give of their body. If wc 
credit the teftimony they give one of another, we mu& believe in the ex- 
cellent Mr. White, the pious Dr, Hartry, and the honeft Mr. Whifton : 
but the rear of this little army is not fo refpeAable as the front ; for we 
are told " a very considerable number of divines, at this day, do not be- 
lieve in die eternity of hell torments, though they may not difclofe thei$ 
tauul* to the vulgar, but for political reafons, fuffcr it to oafs among then\ 
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or fuch palpable errors and abfivditi«&, asnojw pafc iivtha work 
could not be endured. It ibems requisite to touch wd win 
up thefe fprings to their proper tsope ftf foifthility, that trul 
$id errqr rcjay be quickly* xfifoeraed, a^a in luck force as tfe 
One may be readily received and the other roe&cd. Add t 
this,, it ifr very pernicious to the credit and ufe of divine- jwc 
lattea, to render the laaguaga of fesipture « fceptycal and w 
certain." It dire&ly tends to fcepticifm, and t9 defeat tfc 
wa&ical deftgn of revelation. For ihoubl we efeape tfe 
dreadful guiph of fceptkifoi, yet, if your principles h*rag; looft 
ly in the wavering mind., as the cloaths upon the body, the 
cannot be fi> rcalizingly believed a$ to effect the grand pradfci 
cal intention. Wherefore, I have endeavoured to give th 
fenfe of fcriptufe upon filch plain principles of reaioq and fcrij 
liure, as that truth fhoqjd canty it's own evidetice with it t 
fatten k : and to exhibit truth and error in fuch plainaeis an 
force* a&feerra fitted to induce a belief of the truth and imprd 
the influence of it. Might I. happily fucceed, to fix any th* 
are fceptical, fettle the wavering, confirm the believer, fuccou 
the endangered, and throw out aay thoughts that any of 01 
opponents may improve upon for their convi&ipn and recove 
ry from what I am fully peif uaded* to be very dangerous* erroi 
I fliould account it arfiong the choiceft blef&ngs.of my life. 

It is common for eirrorifl^, ^nd our opponents in particulaj 
tp deal much in the mofi; difficult p^rts of fcripture i here ar 
tjieir ftwng hold*-— the curreht doefcrine of revelation is dire<3 
ly againft them. Bat in thefe, and all ot-hers confidered, I ar 
Vf tisfied I have given the genuine fenfe intended in the facre 
texts. If it prove fatisfadkory, it will give mepleafure : if i 

' , fails. 

that they do believe it." p. 354. One would imagine thefe politic* 
ones, who for their bread pais through the world under a raaflged faith, at 
no better than they fhould be ;-— that fuch evil fuggeftions thrown, out u{ 
on the chriftian miniitry, is rather un/rieaclly to the facred order ;-— an 
their magnifying their little band, by fuch numbers of hidden difciplea 
can add no great ftrength or glory to their caufe. "' A^ prophet of their own 
announces* " that modern prudence is the falfe wifdom condemned by ou 
Saviour ; and that the vulgar arts of concealment are equaljy un worth 
the fcholar> th? divine, and the dupfiiiuu'* See divine glory brought t 
view* p. i9v " 
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frUs, vt £ul whoe wife and greater men-have failedbefcve us» 
tt avail* IwtUttWtapnniucc the ieimmentsof eBRincat divine* 
|pdc^d^mtt^^.gpK^^ta» who have gone before us* be-r 
cau&> thole we have r<* deal with lodk down upon the reft of dm 
ctrHfaa* world* However, it may not be ami&to make feme 
trial of it* ^rtd I knowof no celehtatcd American author whofif 
feaoipv al^Uity and capdour, wotaldmpse recommend hhn Mr 
tfieir attentive notice, than the Rev. Dr. Charles Change? o£ 
Ifofiop* i Wft accordingly fele&ed a number of thiegi out 
qf hi^ \criuags, ia fupport pf the common conftru&ie» and 
fcjth. Asonp or two paffjujes -out of hk fcnoions <c breakiaa 
of bread iaperaambraace ofi the dying love of Chrift, a gofpefr 
inftirution ;* ponced ia Bofton 1772. Several paffagps out of 
bis, "-feaibnaMe thoughts i M printed m Bqftoa 17 . But the 
jjai^es^ are chiefly: coikAed oat of hiiiennooa upon juftifi* 
cation— the nature of faith, &c. printed unBq&o&i765. In 
thefp Jgcmms, nv my. opinion these isimre foynd divinity and 
amotnllve lemoning*, thaa in all the writings of the umver^ 
falifb I have everieen>apd as I believe were ever wrote. If they 
bear turn not, k is ks vain to* hope their GpnviSion from anp 
other- Astatfc* jjan of reaWng and illuftntting the punts 
iiV Gonttoveriy* pwfued ia the, following work, if executed by 
on^who wa&maftcp of the fobjeft, and had feifure for the pw* 
ppfe* 1 am fully fatitfied, it would bring forth the truth witfe 
tfjp ford* of cnocal demoeftra&ony according to the nature of the 
tobjed. 1 have often wtthed* for the troth's fake, it had been( 
ia th& hand ofonc of greater ability apd more kifure ; that foil 
juftice might have been dope to. the fubjeft, and the world 
have- had the benefit of fuch a demonifaratiofit I prefume not 
t0 .%> it is now fo executed j it was next to impofiibk, amidffc 
my avbeafipas anderahCTa£h»ent&, by the uncommon general 
licknefe that hath p^cvuiled hese for the two kft years, and 
CQfttinual ficknefs in my own fap&ily. This may have fomc 
weight with, the candid reader, to eicufe the hrccqracies aod 
imperfe&ions he may difcern in this work. 

Had I feen the treadle reraarked upon, in the third part, be-. 
&n I wrote the. others, it wopld have produced font altcrati- 

I on* 

1 
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ons, fo as to have prevented fome repetitions that become now 
unavoidable, without detriment to the fubjett. Other altera- 
tions, I am fenfible, might be made for the better. The argu-r 
ments, in fome places, might be enforced ; ^nd in others, new 
arguments, perhaps as forcible with the reader, might be added. 
But in my fituatioh, I cannot take the trouble of tranfcribing 
and altering : the world muft have it as it is, or not at all in 
proper feafon. 

I have endeavoured to takcf up the fcheme and fentiments 
of the author truly, and to reply to his arguments in their force ^ 
£nd to cohfider every text and argument which appeared fo 
weighty as materially to effeft the cpntroyerfy ; npt troubling 
mylelf or the reader with others. • If any are omitted the rea- 
der may judge weighty, they either efcaped my notice, or were 
thought to be imrpaterial, or not difficult to a reader of coith 
mon good judgment. 

I read this treatife with candour, in this fenfe^ viz. without 
any difpofition to find necdlefs fault, or jn matters of little 
Confequence ; but I confefe I had no expe&atiofl of being con- 
vinced by his arguments. A rule of judging of doftrines 
founded in reafon and revelation, which I have long ufed, for- 
bids fuch an expe&ation. The ru!(e is this : <c A do&rine that 
ki the very face of it carries deftruftion to the moral character 
and government of God, or to natural and revealed religion, or 
to the chara&er of our Saviour, cannot be from God.** Thisi 
rule is grounded on this evident reafon : we have ftronger evi- , 
dence in fupport: of thefe, than we have of a contrary do6hine. 
And the fpirit and force of this rule, whereby to judge of and 
rejeft fuchmanifeft error without hefitation, is given by Mo- 
fes, Deut. 13th chapter. Let adoftrine that hath this cha- 
radter written in the face of it, come recommended to us with 
ever fo much plaufibility of learning, criticifm, philofcphy, me- 
taphyficks, pretenfions of good, feeming force of argument, or 
pretenfions of miracles itfelf^ we are inftandy to rejeft it without 
hefitation ; whether we can fee through the fophiftry and fal- 
licy of it's fupport or not. This author fays true, cc it is im- 
jx>ffible that fhould come from God which is unworthy 

of 
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of him :" although he wrongly applies it. p. 36 1* Now, 
this impleaded dodtrine, carries this charadter of falftiood in 
the very fase of it j and in the donftrudtion given to facred 
texts to fupport it. " That the wicked fhould be as happy as 
the righteous in final iffue, in a ftate of final retribution, is de- 
ftrudhon to the moral charadter and government of God." 
Every trace of wifdom, holinefs, juftice, truth and goodnefs in 
charadter and government/ is deftroyed in fuch a dodtrine. 
There is no government — it is abfolute confufion where good 
and bad fare alike in final iffue. And the fcripture is in no- 
thing more plain and decifive, than that, in final iffue, " it 
fhall go well with the righteous, and ill with the wicked/* 
Again, it is definition to natural and revealed religion, by 
deftroying tl\e principles and motives whereby only it can be 
fupported, viz. rewards and punifhments, rendered in find if- 
ilie, according to characters formed in a ftate of trial. Take 
away this inforcement, and affign one end to the whole human 
race, whatever their characters be, whether univerfal, annihi- 
lation, or univerfal happinefs, all idea of rational government, 
and all rational fupport of religion, natural and revealed, are 
no more. If you teach men, that God will not finally deter- 
mine their ftate by " the terms of life and death" he hath ap- 
pointed to them in this world, what is there left to inforce obe- 
dience ? Further, our Saviour hath given us a copy of the fen- 
tence he will pronounce upon the righteous and wicked in the; 
laft day* to fix our faith, and form pur hearts and lives by it. 
Now, to fuppofe he hath given it in fuch ambiguity, that we 
can never be certain of the true meaning of it, and what we 
are to believe ;-*rin fuch ambiguity as is moft likely to be 
miftakeo, fothat, perhaps, ninety-nine of a hundred, in all 
ages, have in fadfc miftaken it 5 — in fuch ambiguity, that the 
true meaning, viz. cc an age of happinefs and puriifhment;" 
hath . never been hit upon for more than feventeen hundred 
years after it was delivered to the world /-—I fay, to fuppofe 
this, is abfolute deftrudtion to the charadter of Chrift, as a pro- 
phet and judge. For no wife teacher would attempt to fix; 
the faith of his hearers ; and no wife judge would deliver a ca?- 

pital 
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jtt»l Tentence with focb amazing atribigtnty, ju-thsfit might B* 
fcventeen hundred years before any one would underftand and 
be able to fix the fcnfe of it. It is infinitely unwordijrof the great 
prophet, light and judgp of the -world tp do k* We know* 
therefore, previous to critical examination * that alltheir leam* 
cd labour to tender th» fattence fceptical and ambiguous, to* 
gether with their cqnfti oftion itfeMf, milft be abfohiteljr wrong j 
Aether we cab difcover the error and fojftifftry of it or not. 
Weknow, from the nature of theftfbjeft, the leittcnce is^ghnen 
frithout ambiguity, in fuch decifrve words and manned as was 
t»fy and Certain to be underftood in that day. And h woiiW 
have remained without ambiguity to this day* 'but for &e iU* 
judged and jll-ctmetned labours of fomeiearned men. Cer* 
taiiuy, 1 can no mom believe in a conftruttion which deftttyys 
The riiaralter of OW Saviour, as a prophet and judge* than I 
ran in infidelity Of 4theifm itfdf. This is a rak of judging of 
dpftrincs that is fetf^hridently right* And it ought to-be the 
ftrong lurid of common diriftians, who are unable to fee thro* 
fcbde # fophiftical reafonings in fupport of do&rines obviotifly 
deftru&ive of the charafterof God, and of our Saviour, and of 
the divine government, and fubverfivetrf "the faith once deli- 
vered to the faints. 1 ' But it is the bufinefs of tbofe u who are for 
for die defence of the gdfpel" to endeavour to deteftthe error of 
their criticifms, and of their rules of conftruftion, with thefalla* 
cy of their reafonings : and bring to viewfoch plain decifive rules 
of true conftruftion, as to fix and fettle us ftnttly n in the faith 
once delivered to the-faints." This is attempted in the follow- 
ing worfc, with what fuccefe is left with the reader to judge. 

In fine, I have nothing more at heart, than that both readers 
and writers may be thoroughly led into tbc truth as it is in 
Chrift i and may, by the grace of God, be formed to a prefent 
choice c£ that goodpart in Chrifl: *dnch wiH never be taken 
away : that we perish j^dt in the perdition of the ungodly in-the 
great day j but may ; then, with the redeemed and^nftified.ijF 
this world, inherit that kingdom prepared fpr them before -tte 
foundation of the world. July 9, 178.5. 
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PART I. 



and infnare eafy, unthinking minds, by their plau- 

^ 1*1* *i * * 1*1 i* 

renders it 



jp - csl ana minare eaiy, untxnnKing minas, oy 
5? . % Ability, without examination, which 
y^JHaaS^l needful to pay fome attention to them. The de- 
fjgn of this part is to confider and refute the moft plaufible 
xipon this fubjed. 

The firft ioothing, infinuating argument to induce Gredit to 
the do&rine of the ialvation of all men, is the antiquity of it. 
It is faid to be no novel do&rine, but was received by two men 
of note, Origen and Clemens, of Alexandria, in the latter end 
of the fecond century .* Not to controvert the truth of the 
fa&, which however is difputed, I obferve upon this dating, it 
hath clearly no claim to our belief <b a fcripture doftrine 
taught and received by the church of God from the apoftles % 
hecaufe it is a century too late ; after the apoftles were all dead* 
In this ftating, it is conceded, the prophets and Jewifh church, 
the apoftles and the chriftian church, knew nothing of this doc- 
nine as of God > it made its firft appearance in the world under 
that pretence with thefe two men j which is the truth of 
fa& : wherefore, it ought to be rejedted by us as a fpuribusin- 

B novation 
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novation and corruption, brought forth in a degenerate age like 
ours. This argument, inftead of force to induce our belief, 
carries a refutation and condemnation of the do&rine in it. In 
our turn, we give one toting of the antiquity of it more deci- 
fitfe. We aver it the fir ft and moft ruinous error ever broach- 
ed in the world, and reft the proof on Gen. 3. 1 to the 6. 
<c And the ferpent fakTunto the woman, ye fhall not furely die 5 
for God doth know, that in the day that ye eat thereof, then 
your eyes fhall be opened ; and ye fhall be as Gods knowing 
good and evil." v. 4 and 5. The do&rine is obvioufly the 
fame in both parts of it, viz. a full denial that mankind fhould 
fuffer the death in the threatning— the full wages of fin— r _ 
cc ye fhall not furely die" — with as full a promife and affuring 
declaration (difobediencc notwithftanding) they fhould be 
tratifcertdently happy, " as Gods, knowing goQd and evil/' 
The fame fubtil infimlation of incredibility, as well as full de- 
nial of the truth and threatning of God, is ufed to introduce 
both fchemes into the world. The old ferpent well knew the 
firm belief of the threatning muft firft be fubverted before he 
could bring on fcdu&ion and difobedience. He firft addref- 
fes the ftrong infinuation of incredibility, to unhinge the mind 
and fhake the foundation of faith ; then follows it with a full 
audacious denial to overthrow it : €( And he faid unto the wo- 
man, yea, hath God faid, ye fhall not eat of every tree of the 
garden ?" v. 1 . A ftartling queftion. Can fuch a prohibition 
come from a God all goodnefs ? and inforced too with fuch 
an awful penalty as death, an eternal exclufion from life and 
bleffcdneis ? It exceeds all belief. Infinuation having done 
its work, gained attention : he follows it with a full denial ; 
" Ye fhall not furely die/* In this we have the ftrength of 
the whole caufe, in both fchemes. For this infinuation and 
argument of incredibility, may alike be inforced with the very 
fame arguments and way of arguing, in both fchemes. The 
fame objections of incredibility are as full againft the firft 
threatning as the reft, in the book of God. It may be faid and 
argued, that fuch a tremendous threatning as death fhould ever 
bfe executed cc exceeds all belief;" becaufe man, a finite crea- 
ture, cannot commit a fin of fuch infinite ill demerit, as to de- 

ferve 
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ferve an eternal exclufion from life andbleffednefs. That the 
tranfgreflion of a moment cannot amount to fuch an eternal 
forfeiture and punifhment, That one tFanfgreflion, " in eat- 
ing of the forbidden fruit," fhould incur death upon the firft pa- 
rents, and fubjedt millions of millions of his offspring to (in; 
and to calamity and death, to reign for ages and to the end of 
the world, exceeds comprehenfion and belief. It may be ob- 
je&ed to be inconfiftent with divine benevolence — a God 
all goodnefs — with the end of creation — the happinefs of 
the creature : and it may be as ftrongly urged on the one 
fcheme as die other, that God's plan is an univerfal plan ; uni- 
verfal good, univerfal happinefs, and the rich abounding pro* 
vifion in creation for man and bead:, migfct be adduced as proof 
of it. Moreover, the argument for the everlafting happinefs 
o£ all men, in their way of arguing, is alike forcible from " the 
tree of life" as from the mediator and atonement, God made 
provifion of eternal life for man, of which he gave an affuring 
pledge f c in the tree of life j" and none can doubt it all Sufficient. 
The provifion is made for man, (i. e.) as they argue, for €€ all 
men \" all that come under the denomination of men, ftand in 
the fame near and tender relation, and have intereft in God as 
their common father ; fo that all are under an equally gra- 
cious council and defign of eternal life. It is then a pledge of 
eternal life, for man, i. e. all men, the whole world, and will 
admit of no clippings, diftinftions, or exceptions of eleft or 
non-eleA, Jew or Gentile, innocent or difobedient, faint or fin-; 
ner ; and the conclufion is clear, if the provifion and pledge be 
for all, all fliall eventually enjoy eternal life ; for if he hath 
made fuch provifion, he is defirous of their everlafting felicity ; 
and it muft follow that they fhall attain it^ What fhould hin- 
der it ? Our wifhes may be fruftrated, but God cannot be dif- 
appointed. It is annihilating his omnipotence to fay he can- 
not effe# it, if he defires it. It is inconceivable that any fhould 
perifti everlaftingly. " His infinite wifdom, power and good- 
nefs forbid fttch a difhonourable fuppofition." If he defires 
it, he wills it ; and his will is cc efficacious, uncontroulable, 
and irrififtahle/' Yea, his will and wprk is one -*• it is as at, 
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ready done ; and we rmy anticipate the gjreat event, and con- 
gratulate all mankind upon their future profpeft — univerfal, 
everlafting happinefe , The argument runs alike eafy , fmooi b, 
and forcible upon both fchemes. And it is of importance to 
remark, the fame foundation error doth attend both fchemes, 
and ruins all their argutncntj in fupport of them, viz. That 
this promife and afiTur^ncc of life, is held out in both, not only 
In difconnc&km with, but in dke& oppofition to the terms of 
life appointed of God toman in this life. The appointed terms 
of life, in this world are excluded and {^t afidfc in both fchemes j 
whereas, in the eonftitution of innocency, our firft parents 
could have no hope of this. eternal life provided and pledged u\ 
the tree of life, but uppn their forbearance to eat of the forbid-* 
den fruit and finifhed obedience 5 consequently, upon tranf. 
greffion,they were (this proyifion and pledge notwithftanding) 
forever cut oflFfrom all hope of eternal life by that eonftitution * 
and wereaccordingly drove out'of thegarden ofEden,and a-fla- 
ming fword placed to guard againft ajl accefs to the tree of life. 
So the eonftitution of grace gives no hope to perifhing finners, 
but in cojnpliancewith thegofpel terms of life in this world : and 
thofewho negleft the great falvation^live and die in fin and im- 
penitency, are as effe<5tually cut off all hope of filiation, by this 
Eonftitution (the all-fufficiency of the mediation and atonement 
cifChriftnotwithftanding) as ourfirftparentswereby tranfgrcfli* 
on under that eonftitution. They cajinot be faved by this con- 
ftituuoji of grace or any other, becaufe tp them " there remains 
no more facrifice for fins." To (ay the condemned in the day of 
judgment, as workers of iniquity, are yet within the plan of 
jner?y, and (hall finally be fayed, is to fet up an abfurd oppofi- 
tion between the plan of mercy and the revealed eonftitution of 
mercy, in the neceffary and effential terms of it, as publifhed 
to the World by our Saviour and his apoftks. Which leads to 
another remark ? The fame obje&ioos lie againft both fchemes, 
with this difference only ; they are greater, ftronger, and fbrnc 
Ttiore againft that of the univerfalifts. The impoflibility of 
falvation to the finally dlfobedient by gofpel eonftitution---. 
from the truth and immutability of God — the dftablifhed terms 
of life in it — the infallibility of the promifes and threatnings— - 
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and from the chara&er and government of God, &c. is alika 
clear, as that after tranfgreffionour J&rft parents could never ob* 
tain eternal Jife by the conftitutkin of annocency. Surely xhc 
ftatutcs and declarations that exclude them the Kingdom of 
God and eternal life, and confign them to everlasting deftrue* 
tion, are in as clear* itrong, aad prenctntory terms -as the firft 
threatning, and often repealed^ and with this obfervabte differ 
ence ; there wa&nothiog in tbateonftitution to render it incon- 
fiftent or impoffihlc, but that mankind (although forever cut 
off by that) might yet have eternal life«hrough a mediator and 
atonement,, by another, the cpnftitution of grace now eftabliih- 
ed. But this door of hope is ihut to the finally impenitent ; 
inafinuch as u Chrift will profit diem nothing", " and to them 
there is no more faciifice for fin." And we have the ftrongeft 
affurance we can have, that the word of this conftitution will 
not give place to anodier> but " abide in full force forevef." 
Again, the fame deluding artifice cc a pretence of greater good 
and advantage" attends hoth fchen&es, they difplay their advan- 
tages in ftrong aflertions and colourings, * but with all their 
art and oratory, they cannot difplay them beyond that "ye ihall 
be as Gods, knowing good and evil," tranfeendpntly knowing 
and immortally happy. No doubt, the indulgence of prefent 
appetite, with the profpedt.of fo great an advance of happinefs, 
had great force € * as the greater good" upon the deluded ima- 
gination of the woman, cc when Ihe faw that the tree was good 
lor fopd, and that it was pleafant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
defired to make one wife, and took of the fruit thereof and did 
eat, &c." f and to a deluded imagination error is wont to ap- 
pear more fpecious and taking than the truth of God, But to 
pafs this artifice without running the parallel of the two fchernea 
in it further, I proceed to a more important remark, viz. both 
do&rmes have the fame ruinous, moft fatal tendency. Thqf 
tend to confound the nature of things — the great and effential 
difference between virtue and vice, holinefs and fin s to annul 
the diftin&ion of character between the righteous and the 
wicked, or render it fmall arid unimportant in this world ; to 
nrifreprefent the charafter of God, and exclude all juft ideas of 
his moral government ; and particularly of the great doctrine 
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tt be wicked, turn to God, and be holy in this worfd, or they 
cannot be faved and be happy/' it is the truth of God, and it 
will hare weight and influence in proportion to the firmnefi 
with which it is realizingly believed. But take away this nc* 
eeffity of it in this life, remove it to the inviftbfe world* and 
eonneft with it this aflurance <r all the wicked of the earth wilt 
become virtuous and inherit eternal life/* it is an encourage- 
ment to licentiouinefs with a witnefs, nor is there a more ruin- 
ous error in the world. In one circumftance the fchemes dif- 
fer. They tell us they take their doftrine from the revelation 
of God. The devil it feems had not the audacity to do that, 
but he makes a folemn appeal to the divine omnifcience for 
the truth of it, in thefe words ; €r For God doth know that in 
the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes {half be opened, and ye 
fcall be as Gods knowing good and evil ;"" which hath Hke 
ferce to induce belief. 

On the whole, we fee an evident? agreement in the two doc- 
trines, in the cffential, fubftantial parts of Aem — in the mfi- 
nuation of incredibility againft the truth of God — in the fame 
arguments and way of arguing, whereby both are alike fiip- 
ported and inforced — in the fundamental error of them, which 
difclofeth their fandy foundation, viz. both alike excluding the 
effential ternns of life appointed of God to men m this world, 
and felting them afide as unneceflary 1 to be complied with in 
this life to their attainment of eternal Hfe. Both are liable to 
the fame obje&ions and refutation by the declarations and re- 
vealed conftitution of God, and both have the feme deluding 
artifice of greater good, and the fame ruinous and fetal tenden- 
cy. Now, fince the two fchemes ha&fe foeh an evident cor- 
refpondence and exa6t agreement in the fobftantial parts, prin- 
cipal lineaments and characters of them, what may and muft 
we infer, but that they are fubfbmti^ER£ the fame, and have un- 
doubtedly one father — the father ofiflfts ; who our Lord tdfe 
us c c is a liar from the beginning and tfie father of it/* Where- 
fore, with nrmch more truth, juftice artd propriety may we re- 
tort their own language : * * c If in faiSt and event the wicked 
condemned in the laft judgment tx> everlaftiag deftruftionj 
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fliali ever be delivered, faved, and enjoy the felicity of the 
ions of God in heaven, it ought to be honeftly and fairly con- 
felled and owned, that the plan of the devil is dftttualiy fnp- 
ported to the overthrow ot the gofpel conftitution, the truth, 
moral chara&cr, and government of the Mbft High." A con- 
clulienfo full of impiety, horror and impoffibility nochriftian 
can endure it a moment. Therefore the doclrine which prc- 
duceth and iflues in it, otight to be rejected with the utmoft 
abhorrence. That c< it fhould be as well with the wicked as 
f he righteous" in the final iflTue of things, is, at firil fight, $ moft 
obnoxious, unaccountable, and incredible dodtrine. Is it pof- 
lible, when the fcripture is io full, clear, abundant, and deci- 
five in point, that yet no regard fhould be had to virtue or vice 
— to characters formed by the one and the other, in this world, 
in final^ retribution for eternity ? It is Itrange men of difcern- 
menr do not fee this renct is fubverlive of all idea of wife, ho- 
ly, righteous and ^ood government : fubverfive of the moral 
charadter and govcnmeijt of God, and deftru&ive of the firft 
principles of all natural and revealed religion. Are thefe the 
blefled fruits of liberal thinking and a review of early notions ? 
The tenet is fo far from throwing light up::n fcripture, and 
folving knots and difficulties, as is pretended, that it fprcads 
darknefs and confufion over the whole revelation of God and 
all the doftrines of it ; and over all the works and difpenfati- 
ons of God : it robs us at once, confequentially, of all moral 
diftin&ions of virtue and vice in action and charadler , of all 
principle of piety, of morality, of fociety and of humanity as all 
unnecefiary, inafmuch as thofe that are abandoned to the whole 
in this world, it feems, (hall yet have eternal life finally, as well 
as thofe, who pofiefs and exercife them to the beft purpofe in 
this life. All are ingulphed and fwailowed up in Mr. Wnite's 
whirlpool rhapfody " of all things invironed, encompafTed, en- 
folded in the arms and embraces of eternity lying and rcfting 
there." * What error can be worfe ? Is this the way to fupporc 
or to deftroy the credit and ufe of the* revelation of God ? 

C Another 

* This affertion is accompanied with another infmuation, viz. " it £g 
fiiperior. more refined and exalted benevolence thatinduccth them to cm- 
brace, a do&rine which the myftkal Jews cannot bear." Thil is the ip£- 
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.Another infinuating argument is, that the tender" feelings 
dfhdmanity, of focial, benevolent and parental afFe&ions teach 
fheir doftrine credible, and the commonly received db&rine* 
incredible. It is boldly afferted, " a man muft be loft to hu- 
manity that doth not readily cry out " of their doftrine " this 
is good news if true." j| To inforce their conclufion/ the com T 
mon queftions are addrefled to us. Would you not wifh all 
men to be faved ? fometimes, Would a tender mother throw 
her child into the fire or watef, to bb deftroyed ? if notj are not 
the tender feelihgfc of humanity, and bolvels of parental affe&iori 
as nothing, but as a drop to the ocean, to the infinite mercies of 
God the father of the fpifitsof all flelh ? granted. Thence they 
infer, that it is incredible " thai he fhould piihifh the wicked 
With the evcrlafting fire and piiriiihrrient prepared for the devil 
and his angels" and that all meh fhall be faved. We reply, 
there is ah infinite difparity ih the two cafes, and their conclu- 
sion doth not, cannot follow. As Citator, God is the father 
of the fpirits of all flelh ; but he is alfo their moral Governor 
and righteous Judge. In this character he reveals himfelf to' 
us": and it was one of the firfl: inftru&ions he gave to man, in 
innocency - 9 by appointing td hirn an inftartce of the trial of his: 
obedience,- aLnd inforced it with the awful penalty of death. * c In 
the day that' thou eateft thereof, thou (halt furely die." So' 
doth not the tender pafeht, nor focial, humane neighboilr— they 
have nd right to do it. Befides, God is how conducing a dif- 
penfation of rfioft marveloui mercy to men in this world. Here 
there is fuch a parity, that to exalt our apptehenfiorii of the 
fullnefs and freeiiefs bf this mercy, and to inCoiirage our dtity 
in feeking it, there iii the greateft propriety and force in our 
Saviour's addreft to thefe tender feelings. " If ye then, being 
evil, know how to givd good gifts unto your children ; how 
much more fhall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that afk him ? § But toe cannot in the leaft infer, from all 
the infinite riches of his gracfe exhibited in this difpehfatioii, that 
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he will fliew any favor " to the veffels of wrath fitted for de* 
ftruftion" when he fits on the throne of judgment, to render 
righteous retribution to them ; for he hath told us exprefsly 
% c if his hand take lyld on judgment, he will render vengeance 
to his energies, and reward them that hate him" and repeatedly, 
u that his eye fhall jiot fpanc, rtor will he have pity." Mercy 
is let afide and precluded exercife to them, and juftice will have 
its courfe. Humane, focial affedtions are implanted in us, to 
ftimulate us to focial duties, and for the good of fociety in this 
world. Parental affe&ions are to ftimulate us to parental duty, 
to preferve, cherifh, feed, cloath, provide for and bring up our 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. But the 
power of their life and death are not put into our hands. There- 
Fore to deftroy them without caufe, without right as propofed 
in the queftion t againft the command of God, the force of 
confcience, and all the indearing ties of parental and focial' 
affections, and the grand intention of them, would be moft e- 
normous wickcdnefs. No wonder, at the putting of the quef- 
tion, the heart recoils againft it, with all it's force. But this 
concludes nothing, what God as moral governour and righteous 
judge may and will do, in final judgment. For it is to be no- 
ted, thefe focial and parental affc&ions are not implanted in us 
as a rule and ftandard, by which ,to meafure out the juftice of 
God or man. So far from it, that in judging of rightepufnefs 
between man and man, thefe paflions muft be fet afide— and the 
biafing exercifes of them, are exprefsly precluded and forbidden 
by the ftatutes of God. " Thou (halt not countenance a poor 
man in his caufe."|| " Thou fhalt not refpedt the perfon of the 
poor, nor honour the perfon of the mighty ; but in righteouf- 
hefs (halt thou judge thy neighbour."* And Levi muft know 
neither father nor mother nojr the deareft connexions in life, 
when purfuing and executing righteous judgment. And it is 
well kiiown, in all well-regulated governments in this world, 
interefted judges are excluded judging, in cafes where intereft- 
ed. Now, can it be right to fet up thefe paflions (fo excluded 
as a rule in matters of juftice by the laws of God and man) to 
be the rule, meafure and ftandard whereby to judge of, to re- 
ceive or rejeft the infinitely wife maxims and rules or everlafting 
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righteoufncfs, by which God now governs the world, ar*d will 
finally fettle the ftates of all men ? If this doth not fully con- 
vince and fatisfy, apply this rule tg inftances on facred record, 
and fee the refult. If Adam, thp parent of mankind had lived 
to the time of Noah, and feen the wickecpiefs of hi§ pume-. 
rous pofterity, and ha$ it in his power j WQuJd he lu^comrmffU 
pned of God, have overwhelmed alUhe millions of his pofteritv 
then exifling in a flood, except N0ah and his family ? Sureiy-^ 
|ie would not. Righteous Lot was vexed with the- filthy coifc* 
verfation of the wicked Sodomites ; if in ^ispowef, woy^dbft 
imauthorifcd by Gbd ? have burnt uj> the cities b£ Sodom an4 
Ghomorrha and all the numerous inhabitants in them^ anefctur-v 
ned his diibbedient wife into a pillar of fait ? By no meaj>%, 
Would Abraham., who plead with fuch inimitable intercefljk 
ons for them, have executed fuch deftru£tioB on them ?- In ikj 
wife. What is the conclufion by this r-qle ? why^ againft tt# 
force of divine record, that the old world never wa$ drownecj 
hy a flood, nor Sodom and Gwbmprrha confumed by fire from 
heaven, as is reported to u$. It exceeds. $U belief, as it is. in-t 
congruous with the tender paflions apd feelings of human na^ 
ture, which is fet up as the rule of judging-pf the divide difpein 
fations, of what may or may n$t be done, Qod's mercies in- 
finitely exceed that of thefe good men^ and therefore it mjuil bs 
incredible that he fhould execute fuch definition, a& they 
would not. So pernicious is this rule of judging ; which is 
condemned and reprobated by millions of inftances in the di-r 
vine difpenfations in this world. And fuch an. application tQ 
tlie paflions is injudicious, and pernicious -, it i$ condemned by 
the word and providence of God— -by the reafon of man, and 
the good policy of this world ;: and it feems cap ferve nopur- 
pofc, but to blind the mind ^nd pervert the judgment in mat* 
tersof the greateft mexment, and ia th? end, to promote the 
caufe; o f i n fidel i t y . 

It is obje&ed, that the dq6fcrineof eternal puj>i{hment is in: 
credible, as b^ing inconfiftent with the end of. the creation, 
which is the happinefs of the creature — inconfiftent with infi- 
nite benevolence and goodnefs, and infinitely good govern- 
ment. 

Upon examination, we do not find any thing in fcripture or 
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jeafcn— r-in the end of creation — the nature of things — die 
conftitution of moral fubje&s — nor in the character and go- 
vernment of God, againft this fcripture do&rinc i but much, 
very much to confirm the credibility of it. Scripture faith* 
Thou haft created all things ; and for thy pleafure they are* 
aad were created. Rev. 4. li . For of him, and through, him, 
and to him, are all things : to .whom be glory forever, smeou 
Rom, ii. 36. The Lord hath made all things for himfelf : 
yea, even the wicked for the day of evil. Prov. 16. 4. Whkk 
jpeafe. not indifcrijminate happinefs to all men* hut the contrary. 

It is obvious to reafon, that the work. o£ creation, in all the 
wifd&m and glory of it, is a Subordinate means to the moral 
government of God, as a. higher end j and the natural and 
providential government of God, is. alio fubordinatc andfub-^ 
fervient to his moral government : and this fubfervient to the 
brighxeft difplay of the moral perfe&ions and glory of the De- 
ity ; ajid the hjgheft fecurity and happinefs of all his obedient, 
oigraJ fubje&3* in an infeparable connection, as the ultimate end 
of the whole. This dire&ly militates againft and fubverts their, 
pption, that the happinefs of die creature in their fenfe, is the 
ultimate end of creation. And from this; view we infer, this 
fupreme ajid eternal government is, and will be fupported by 
the highefc fan&ions in nature, thofe which are eternal. Thefo 
feeing apparently- the moft wife and fui table ; and thefe only 
adequate, to the infinite importance of it. 

It i& perfb&ly confiftent with the goodnefs of God, and his 
defi'gn in creation, that his moral fubjefts fhould be placed in 
a.ftate Qf dangerous trial •, previous and preparatory to the en* 
joymeqt of the unutterable rewards of his-eternal kingdom ; 
and that they Ihould be dealt with, rewarded or punifhed, ac- 
cording*© their obedience or difobedience, in fuch ftate of trial, 
The conftitution of angels, as we learn from thaapoftacy and 
punifhment of the fallen angels : the conftitution of mankind 
in innocency : and the conftitution of.grace, fubfequent to the 
fin of our firft parents — as fafts, are inconteftible proofe.of it. 
But this, is totally inconfiftent with their do&rine that the hap- 
pinefs of thecreature univerfally, and without diftin&ion of 
-character, is the ultimate end of creation and the divine govern- 
ment, as is likewise the death denounced in the firft threatning 
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r-the calamities, death and deftrudtion, which hath come upon 
millions of mankind in their generations, and the future punifh- 
ment, which they allow awaits the wicked in the in vifible world, 
Thefe inconteftible fadts do moft ftrongly witnefs and evince, 
that the happinefs of the creature without diftindtion of chara- 
cter, is not the grand objedt purfued : for if it was, why fuch 
dangerous trial, and fuch tremendous punifhment of fin, in this 
world and the future ?— ^why fuch pointed difpenfations of 
deftrudtion to the wicked for ages ot ages, diredtly oppofing 
andjEruftrating the grand intention purfued, if the happinefs of 
the creature universally, was the main objedt of creation and 
divine government ? yea, why any ftate of trial appointed ? 
why are not all on their creation immediately formed and con- 
firmed in a ftate of immutable and everlafting happinefs, and in 
this way the grand objedt be fecured, if this be the ultimate end 
of creation ? for what is the defign of a ftate of trial ? or 
where is the wifdom, fitnefs and goodnefs of it, but for the 
forming of charadters—difclofing the diftindtion of them, and 
thereby preparing moral fubjedts for a ftate of retribution : and 
to illuftrate the divine characters and government in the higheft 
poffible glory — both in the condudting the divine difpenfations 
to them in a ftate of trial, and in the meet recompences which 
will be rendered to them, according to the good or evil of them, 
in an eternal ftate. But if indifcriminate, univerfal happinefs 
to all, in a final ftate of retribution, (whatever be their condudk 
and characters formed in a ftate of trial) be the grand objedt, 
it is all rendered vain ; which is impoflible. Wherefore, thefc 
divine conftitutions of trial, in their nature and grand intenti- 
on, and the fubfequent difpenfations of God, purfuant to them, 
-in the recompences we know he hath rendered to the obedient 
and difobedient, are as fadts, inconteftible proofs, that the doc- 
trine of the indifcriminate, univeriM happinefs of all, is not the 
objedt and end of creation, and thje divine difpenfations : but 
the moral government of God in it's infinitely important con- 
nexions fore-mentioned. 

Moreover, it is certainly confiftent with infinite benevolence 
and good government, that fin and mifery fhould exift in the 
dominions of God for ages of ages : for it is an indifputable 
fadt, that fin and mifery hath already exifted in fubjedts paft an- 
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humdration in earth and hell, for a very long period, almoft fix 
thoufand years ; and that it will continue to the day of judg- 
ment i and as they allow, in the finally difobedient, for ages 
of ages after that dayj God only knows how long : And yet 
they will not* cannot deny God is infinitely benevolent, and 
his government abfolutely perfeft. Therefore, their doftrine 
of indiscriminate happinefs to all, as the end of creation and di- 
vine government* (lands condemned by facts open to all the 
world, to all the imiverfe, in thefe atteftations from God, cc that 
verily there is a reward for the righteous, but a ftrange punifti- 
ment to the workers of iryquity." And from the fame fadts 
it is very evident, that in the nature of things, it is not incon- 
fiftent with infinite benevolence and perfeft government, that 
in the finally difobedient, fin and mifery (hould remain and be 
perpetuated t&Ull eternity* For God may righteoufly punifh 
fin with fin in them : the fin of obftinacy with a final derelidti- 
on, and giving up to hardnefs and utter deftru&ion, as he hath 
fometimes done to finners in this world $ of which Pharoah and 
others are inftances; And for what they or we know, the wife 
ends of his government may render it in the higheft degree ne- 
ceflary and important. And that ideal goodnefs which fup- 
pofes it inconfiftent, is evinced, by plain fa&s, to be unferip- 
tural and falfe. There is no difputing againft fads which fpeak 
in a language unequivocal and decifive. And to attempt to 
fupport their vifionary theory, againft fuch piain, immoveable, 
inconteftible fafts, by arguments a priori or any others, is utter- 
ly vain and as abfurd as it would be for. a man to attempt to 
demoliih a brazen wall of a thoufand feet thicknefs with the 
breath of his mouth or the throw of a feather againft it. The 
objeftion feems fully overthrown by what hath been adduced, 
and might be more fo, by flawing the abfurd and pernicious 
confequences which would follow, which I wave as needlefs. 
But to evince the credibility of the fcripture dodtrine we con- 
tend for, many arguments may be added. 

Doth the Moft High God fet up his moral government and 
kingdom to be the end and glory of creation, and all his works 
to be a monument of praife to him throughout the univerfe and 
to eternity ? Reafon dictates the motives aid fanftions to fup- 
port it i and to fecure the fubje&ion, obedience and happinefs 
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of h:s fubjefb, will be ftritable to his imroenfe wifdom and mi* 
jefty— to his infinite authority— -and to fo great and eternal a 
deflgn. ConfeqMently, the good of obedience will infinitely 
furpafs what with truth and reafon can be fuggefted to induce 
a revolt : And the evil and terror of difobedience, be fuch as 
his creatures cannot avoid -, and fhall infinitely exceed what 
the power of creatures can inflidt or threaten with, to turn 
them afide. So thatuneiring truth and reafon fhould diftate 
c - the rule of our duty and happinefs, under this infinitely good 
government, is one and the fame ;" having infinitely more to 
hope or fear from God, as obedient or difobedient, than all 
creation, and all that creatures can do. Now fuch, prccifely, 
arc the motives and fanffcions, promifes and threatnings, rewards 
and punifhments held forth in the revelations of God* And 
our duty urged upon this ground ; " it is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hsnds ot the living God."* The terror and evil of it 
infinitehr exceeds that of all which creatures can do. So in that 
addrefs of the infinitely benevolent Saviour, to fecure the fide- 
Kty of chriftians ia the moft fiery trials and terrible perfecuti- 
ons, Cf and I {ay unto you, my friends, be not afraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that htive no more that they can 
do." Here is the utmoft of creature power •, but our Saviour 
arms us with a fear infinitely beyond- it ; adding, " but I will 
forewarn you whom you fhall fear; fear him, which, after he 
hath killed, hath power to caff into hell/* § As Matthew ex- 
prefles it, u is able to deilroy both foul and body in hell." 
u I fay unto you, feap him." Which words afcerrain the de- 
finition of apoftates, foul and body, in hell ; or our Lord 
would not have threatened it : he was infinitely above dealing 
in vain, fuperffitious terrors. Tf we confult the nature of 
things, we find virtue and vice, holinefs and fin, are efferrrially 
and eternally different : the one, the objeft of divine compla- 
cency and rewarding goodnefs ; the other an objeft of infinite 
abhorrence to the hoKnefs and juftice of God, and of his vin- 
dictive wrath. And why may not the one a* well as the other, 
be eternally illuftrated accordingly, in the final retribution of 
an infinitely good and righteous God ? Yea, why is it not ne- 
ceflary in a government abfolutely perfect ? Further, rewards 

and 

**Hcb. 10, 31. § Luke, 12. 4, 5. 
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And punifhments have their reafon and foundation in this dCr 

iential and eternal difference in the nature of things, and in 
the nature, wifdom and end of government. On the fame 
foundation, chara&ers formed by virtue or vice, holinefs or 
fin, intitle to rewards, or fubjedt to punilhment. And it is 
eflential to a righteous, perfeft government, that all the fub- 
je6ts of it be dealt with according to their charafter and works* 
Now^if vicious crimes and charafters doth fubjeft to punilh- 
ment, ifl muft be according to the demerit of crimes and exift- 
ence of fuch character which doth fubje£t to it. Confequently 
fuppofe the righteous and the wicked to exift with unchanged 
charafters to eternity, the wickednefs of the wicked unatoned, 
the offered atonement rejefted, and they remain impenitent s 
then it feems the rewards erf the one and punilhment of the 
other, rendered on the ground of charafter and demerit, muft 
both be eternal : in their own words " they muft remain mife- 
rable as long as they remain finful ; not only becaufe " they 
are incapable of relifhing rational happinefs," as they alledge, 
but alfo on higher grounds, from the nature of things they 
remain perpetually the fame objefts of indignation to the holi- 
nefs and juftice of God -> and by the force of a righteous fen- 
tence, inforced by the eternal operation of an infinitely wife, 
holy, righteous and good government, in way of retribution* 
This evinces there is no incredibility in our do&rine, in the na- 
ture ofdiings, or which attends the nature of the fubjeft. For 
if they may juftly remain miferable, and muft do fo as long as 
they remain finful, as they admit, God's grace is his own and 
he may deny it to them forever -, and then, (by their own con- 
ceffion) they may righteoufly fuffer to eternity. 

When we advert to the conftitution of the moral fubjefts 
of God's kingdom, the fcripture doftrine of eternal retributi- 
on ftands manifeft to reafon. Our great Creator and fnpreme 
Governor, has framed us to be governed by moral laws and 
rational motives. This will not be denied. He hath im- 
planted in our nature an inextinguilhable and immortal defire 
of life and good : * the mairt-fpring by which motives have 
their operation and influence. He hath implanted in us the 
paffions of hope and fear, which are among the moft powerful 
fprings in rational minds ; and are chiefly defigned to fubferve 

D the 
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the great defigns of his everlafting kingdom. Surely it u 
highly rational to fuppofe* that in a ftate of trial, he would ad- 
drefe to thefe paflions, the higheft and ftrongeft motives in na- 
ture (eternal life and eternal death) to Wind up and inforce 
thefe iprings of a&ion, with ftrongeft energy. Thefe motives 
appear the moft wile, fuitable and energetic for the ftjpport and 
glbry of his government, and to ffcciire the everlafting holinefs 
and happinels of his fubje&Si On the other hand* it is very 
irrational to fuppofe j an addrefs of motives to thefe paflionsi 
fo very unequal as to have no proportion the one to the other* 
that our hopes be animated with th^ profpeft and reward of . 
eternal life to the obedient, and our fears awakened only by a 
temporary punilhment to the molt rebellious and profligate * 
and then hufhed and lulled with ^fTurahce (after this punifh- 
ment) of the enjoyment of eternal life* There is not the leafi 
appearance of wifdom in fuch an application. . It is alike, but 
more abfurd than it would be in an army to indulge a centinel 
to drowfe on guard, when occupying a moft important poft, 
iand in his failure, an army^ a kingdom may be loft; Againj 
By nature and coriftitution our fouls are immortal, capable of 
never-ending happinefs or mifeiy : and revelation teaches us, 
that at the refurre&ion, our bodies will be raifed and fitted to 
a ftate of immortality. It feems very rational, that the mo- 
tives and fandtidns of the divine government, fhould correfpond 
to the immortal nature given us^ and profpedt before us : that 
they fhould be of fuch Weighty moment and duration, as to be 
infinitely interefting to lis* and determine our happinefs or mi* 
fery throughout our endlefs exiftence; as regarded or disre- 
garded by us. If fuch be our natures* and we are to be go- 
verned by motives, why are ridt the higheft and ftrongeft in 
future, thofe which are eternal and moft deeply interefting to 
us throughout oiir imiriortal exiftence, the wifeft and die beft ? 
Are not the high and awful fan&ions of eternal rewards and 
punifhments^ in the nature of things, beft fitted to fiipport tlie 
authority and government of Goq— -to fecure the innocence, 
obedience, and happinefs of his fubjefts in the firft inftance, 
and under a difpenfation of mercy to inforce and induce com* 
pliance with the terms of life ? It feems too plain ttf admit 
oifpute.. Why then fhould the cfo&rinc be thought incredi- 
ble? 
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bk f It Is boldly affertcd, it exceeds all belief — but of this 

we find noproer. On this ground it is alfo maintained, it 
cannot be Hfiieved ; and fo will have lefs pradtical influence 
than their do&rine. But ftate the queftion truly and fairly — 
That the dodhine of eternal punifhment be received upon the 
authority of God^ and be firmly and realizingly believed j it 
muft have the greateft influence, unlefs we admit, that in the 
nature of things, weak motives will have more influence than 
ftronger ones ; or the pra&ical influence of motives decreafe 
in proportion to their weight and importance ; that a copper 
will have more influence upon men than a thoufand or mil- 
lions of pounds ; the abfurdity of which c * exceeds all belief." 
Can it be unfit and incredible, that the Supreme Governor 
of the univerfe ihould ufe means) motives arid fan&ions, the 
mod wife and fuitable to his immenfe wifdorri and majefty, and 
which in the nature of things are beft adapted to the fupport 
and glory of his government, and good of his fubjeftsj meerly 
becaufe fomc of his fubje&s may and will rebel againft them, 
and perifti forever ? Who dare avow it ? It is afferted, the 
doffaine is incQnfiftent with the infinite benevolence and mer- 
cy of God ; but without grounds $ for the mercy of God is not 
a weak paflion, that can turn afide right and juftice $ it is an 
infinite perfe&ion, the exercife of which can never interfere 
with divine wifdom, truth and juftice. Divine juftice is a 
perfeftion as effential in the divine nature and charafter as 
goodnefe itfelf; and the exercife and operation of it hv go vern- 
ment alike neceffary. The Dr. is exprefs, < c God is as juft as 
he is good."* We thence infer, in the nature of things, an 
eternal reign and full difplay of retributive iuftice on the ob- 
jedts of juftice, cc veflels of wrath fitted for deftru&ion,*' may 
be as wile, confident and neceffary in the divine government, 
as the eternal reign and full difplay of grace and mercy on the 
ohje&s of mercy, " veflfels of mercy," afore prepared unto glo- 
ry. Why not ? Thefe adorable perfe&ions, certainly exift in 
perfect harmony and higheft glory in the divine mind ; they 
are both alike neceffary to perfedt government : their objects 
are totally and effentially different, fo that there can be no 
claihing, no interference in their exercife towards their refpec- 
ttee; obje&s. The obje&s of final retributive juftice, c < ve0el% 
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of wrath, &c." are no more the objedts of mercy in a ftate of 
retribution, than the objedts of mercy, " veflels of qpercy," are, 
at the fame time, objects of punitive juftice,. Tkerc is there- 
fore, no incredibility in the fcripture dodtrine of the future pu- 
nifhment, in the nature of things^ or deducible from the cha- 
rafter and perfedtions of God. That ideal goodnefs, which 
fuppofes a difficulty and. interference, is falfe, imaginary, irra- 
tional and unfcriptural, and belongs not, in truth, to God. 
The fame revelation which teacheth us cc he is the rewarder of 
them that diligently feek him," aflures u$ as peremptorily, 
<c that to him vengeance belongeth, and that he will repay it 
to the difobedient," 

This fcripture dodtrine, coincides and agrees intirely with 
our belt conceptions of a wife, good and perfect government. 
In the 13th chapter to the Romans, Paul fuggefts to us the 
true idea of good government, as " ordained for good > to be a 
terror to evil doers, and a praife to them who do well :" not ta 
give equal and undiftinguiihed happinefs to all, good and bad ; 
which is directly contrary to the idea of good government fug- 
gefted by him. Can we conceive a government infinitely 
good upon this apoftolick plan, without infinite fecurity and 
protection, accompanied with eternal rewards to them who do 
well ? and eternal terror and punifhment to the irreconcilable 
enemies of it ? The goodnefs of government (conftitutionally 
confidcred) very much confifts in the wifdom, goodnefs an4 
excellency of its laws and inftitutions, in an infeparable con- 
nedtion with the wifdom and weight of its fandtions. In the 
fupreme government of God, ip all other refpedts infinite in 
goodnefs, we rationally look for the moft weighty and ftrong-. 
eft fandtions in nature, as beft adapted for the greateft good of 
government and the fubjedts of it. In proportion to the wif- 
dom and weight of the fandtions, is the goodnefs of govern- 
ment. Wherefore eternal fandtions are fo far from militating 
againft the goodnefs of the divine government, that they are ne- 
cefiary to render it perfedt in goodnefs, and are clear illuftrati- 
ons of infinite wifdom and goodnefs. 

Laws are eflential to government, and fandtions efien- 
tial to laws i without which they are not cloathed with the na- 
ture, nor veiled with the energy of laws > but link, down into 
A , . fimple 
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fimple rules of right *qd wrong. And reafon di<5Utc$ that 

the fan£tion$ fhould be proportionate to the wifdom, goodnefc 
and importance of the Uws and government, Confequently, 
in the government of the Moft High, infinitely perfedt ami 
eternally important* where the honour of the Great King Eter- 
nal, and the higheft interefts of innumeVable millions of fubjeds 
to eternity are concerned and to be fecured* the fan&ions muft 
be the higheft and moft energetick in nature : <c eternal life and 
eternal death." This do&rine is fo interefting, that we can 
have no conception of a government infinitely good and per* 
fe&j without it. We can have no idea of fuch a government 
without retribution ; nor without a full, final difplay of ever- 
lifting happinefs (remunerative or punitive, or both a accord- 
ing to the fixed chara&er and works of the immortal fubje6U 
ofit) in a ftatc of retrihution : it being a firft diftate otrea- 
fbn^ that the throne and kingdom of God will be upheld with 
cverlafting righteoufnefs and goodnef?. Neither can we have 
conception of fuch a government, where the higheft and ftrongt 
eft motives and fandlions in nature are not employed in it. It 
i£ in thefe we fee and read the infinite wifdom, care and bene* 
volence of God to his fubje6te* -employing the ftrongeft mo- 
tives in nature to effeft and fecure their fubjedtion, obedience 
^nd life, while he addreffeth us with eternal life and eternal 
4eath 4 and that with an amazing Pathos — <c turn and live $ 
turn ye, turn ye, why will you die ?" Put where could we fee 
his. wifdom and care for the honour of his immenfe majefty 
afld authority, the dignity of his government, and jglory of hi 
cverlafting kingdom, if unfupported with fan&ions, the high- 
cftji ftrongeft and moft energetick in nature i. e. eternal ? Nor 
is fuch a perf$£fc government conceivable, where provifion is 
not made in the constitution of it, for the eternal exclufion and 
excifion of all the incurable and implacable enemies and fub- 
verter$ of it, Thm government muft be very weak in wif- 
dom a fecurity and energy, where no fuch provifion and power 
is found. To attribute it to the fupreme government of the 
univerfe, is highly dilhonourable ; it is to degrade and fink it 
in wifdom, dignity and power below the little ftates and king- 
doms of this world, where fuch provifion and power is found> 
and is eflcntially ncceffaiy to their fecurity and welfare, And[ 
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if there be no faft&ions, threatriings andftatutes in the div!n«f 

government, by the force of which all the wicked, implacable 
enemies of it will be forever cut off and configned to fuch an 
jeverlafting punifhment, as to lay them under a difability and 
impoffibihty of ever injuring or difturbing the kingdom of 
God and the good fubje&s of it $ then, it feems, in the nature 
of things, as they arc by nature immortal, they may* continue 
eternally the diftlirbers of it, and there is no remedy of govern- 
ment againft fuch everlafting evils. Gan this be confiftent 
with any man's idea of a perreft government ? St. Paul fug- 
;efts, that in the punifhment of the wicked, " they everlafting 
leftrudtion," t c they can trouble no more : ,f and fuggefts it as 
one thing which illuftrates the righteoufnefs of it. 2 Thef. 1 . 
6, 7, 8, 9 ver. in their connection. 

Further, fuppofe thi$ neceffary provifion actually made in 
the conftitution of God ! s government, and announced to 
the world, to the univerfe, by moft peremptory ftatutes and 
threatnings, which cut off the finally wicked from the king- 
dom of God and fociety of the blefled, and confign all the con- 
demned in the day of judgment to an everlafting punifhment * 
yet if it will he never executed in all it ? s terrors, or if both the 
jflT>mifes and threatnings be not punctually ftilfiled and execu- 
ted, fo as clearly to illuftrate the truth, grace, righteoufnefs, 
immutability and oath of Qod by which they are confirmed, 
it deftroys the idea of righteous, perfe& government. For in 
that way, the very rule of judgment, that every man fhall re- 
ceive according to the deeds done in the body, is deftroyed — 
the award to the wicked is not according to their deferts, as 
held forth in the ftatutes and threatnings— the fulfilment 
doth not correfpond with the declarations— and the punifh- 
ment cannot anfwer the great ends of government defigned. 
Suppofe the capital ftatutes in any of the governments of this 
world againft traitors, robbers, murtherers, &c. were, under 
the notion of lenity and benevolence, fo to be fuperceded in 
the execution, as that in no inftance they fhould be punctually 
executed in all their terrors ; the l^wys and authority are un- • 
hinged in their foundation, and all fecurity to government and 
fybjefts deftroyed. 
Thefq featimentSj fo obvious to reaibn, are both fuggeftect 

and 
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and ftrbngly confirmed by God in the exhibition he gives fis 

of his own divine government. He hath declared this provi- 
fion in the conftitution of it, for the final excilion of all the ob- 
ftinate enemies of it. He hath announced the ftatutcs by 
which they fhall not enter and inherit his eternal kingdom * 
and his threatnings which confign them to the everlafting fire 
and punifhment prepared for the devil and his angels. And 
he hath affurcd us, that this dreadful punifhment fhall be fully 
executed upon thenp in all it's terrors — <c that the ungodly 
Ihall not ftand in his judgment" — cc that the wicked fhall pe«* 
rifh, fhall be deftroyed forever" — cc that their end is deftruc- 
tion" — " their end is to be burned"—-" that they fhall go 
away into everlafting punifhment, everlafting deftru&ion from 
his prefence— fhall fink as a millftone into the fea to rife no 
morej and fhall be tormented day and night forever and ever/* 
He hath taught us clearly > that he will not fettle the ftates of 
his fiibjefts for eternity in the way of abfolute fbvereignty, ei- 
ther by an aft of univerfal grace* affigning all to happinefs, or 
by an arbitrary punifhing any of his fubjedts, right or wrong, 
or beyond their deferts 5 but the punifhment will be accord- 
ing to the demerit and wages of fin : and as righteous moral 
governor he will fettle the ftates of all his fubjedts by the laws 
and rules of his kingdom* in the way of retribution of rewards 
and punifhment*; He exhibits the preparations already made 
which doth infure the full execution of this great defign of fi- 
nal retribution to all men, according to their chara&er and 
works in this life* For the great day of judgment is appoint* 
ed to fettle the great affairs of God's kingdom, and the States 
of all his moral fubje&s, in a governmental > judicial way, for 
eternity » The rule of everlafting righteoufnefs, whereby the 
ftates of mankind are to be finally determined) is expiefsly gi- 
ven us ; * c he that beheveth fhall be faved, he that believeth 
not fhall be damned/ 1 " Every one fhall receive (in fentence 
and aftual execution) according to the deeds done in the bo- 
dy," &c. The Great Judge, the Lord Jefus Chrift, is or-> 
dained, and it is notified through the dominions of God. He 
is vefted with all-fufficient powers for the great work : with all 
power in heaven and earth to govern the world and fave his 

' people— and with abfolute dominion over the world to come, 
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the invifible and eternal world, to fettle the ftates of all in thfc 

snd that world finally and for eternity : it is put in fubjedioft 

to him for the great purpofe of compleating the falvation of 

all his people, and the effe&ual fubdual of his and their 

enemies. And in the execution of this great truft, all enemies 

will in faft be moft effe&uaily put down under his feet, by an 

everlafting fentence, judgment and execution. And of this 

we are now notified to inforce the admonition, to take heed to 

the gofpel in this prefent life as our only feafon of falvation, 

end warn us there is no poflibleefcape to the negleftors of fo 

great falvation. Heb. 2. i to the 9th. He proceeds in fol* 

lowing verfes to fhew we now fee him accomplilhing his firft 

Work as a Saviour, by the grace of God opening a door offal* 

Vation to all men upon the fame terms, by tailing death fo* 

tvery man, and by facrifice taking an effe&ual method to bring 

many fons unto glory, even all who believe and obey him : 

and when he hath compleated his work as a Saviour, he will 

as furely compleathis work as a judge, in' the final deftru£tion 

of his enemies. This laft point is a point of fuch great impor* 

tance to the kingdom of God, and to illuftrate the power and 

tlory of Chrift in higheft glory, and for the good of mankind, 
rc. that it is brought up to view again and again on different 
occafions : <c For we (hall all (friends and enemies) ftand be- 
fore the judgment feat of Chrift ; for it is written, as I live, faith 
the Lord, every knee fhall bow to me, and every tongue fhall 
confefs to God : fo then every one of us fhall give account of 
himfelf to God." * Again, " Wherefore God alfo hath high- 
ly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every 
name ; that at or in the name (authority and power) of Jefus 
every knee fhould bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth, and that every tongue fhould 
confefs that Jefus Chrift is Lord (as rightful lawgiver, who 
hath given the righteous rule of judgment to the world, and 
righteous judge who renders in fentence and execution righte- 
ous retribution to all) to the glory of the Father" who hath 
ordained him to this infinitely important office and truft. $ 

And 

* Rom. 14. 10, 11, 12. 

§ Univerfalifts underftands this fubdual and fubje&ion of ail enemies » 
be in them " pious and voluntary ;" and that Chrift will deflroy fcuti 

firil 
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ni in a fot difcwrfe to *hew forth the happy and glorious 
grjTt&iQn of the righteous, this apoftle brings it up to view 
ijd in a more clear and pQinted manner, i Cor* 15. in, 4, £, 
7i $ ^ tc But every man in his own order ; Chrift the firft 
iCfi afterward they that are Chrift's at his coming. Ther* 
tfi^th the en^> when he (hall have delivered up the kingdom 
Gw even the Father ; when he .(hall have put down all rule* 
1 ail authority* and ppwer. For he muft reign till he hath 
p all enemies under hfc feet* The laft enemy is death. Fop 
hath put all enemies under his feet. But when he faith 
things are put under him, it is manifeft that he is excepted 
ich did put all things under him. And when all thing* 
It be fubdtfed unto him, § then (hall the Son alfo himlelf 
fubje<5t unto him, that put all things under him, that GckJ 

may 

: and (ccond death : consequently the final " putting them all down 
Lejr foot," mud be (contrary to the natural flrong import of the phrafe) 
faying god exalting them all to favour and happinefs. Their reafona 
tftis conftrii&ion we are yet to feek. Surely it cannot be from the nfe and 
* of the original word* fubject ; for it is ufed for all and every kind of 
ultfi orderly, governmental fut>jec"iion, whether pious or not> by con-» 
int or willingly, ft is ufed for (he orderly fubje&ion of inferiors to 
srjort, in the whole circle of this relative duty, in this world ; as of 
iafts to kings, governors and civil rulers-— of wives to hufbands— K)f 
r#rs to the mirtiftera of ChrifWchildren to parents, and fervants to maf« 

; as may fee feen by confuting the original texts. No one will avow 
1 fubje&ion is always pious, True, they a*e bound to be obedient in the 
4* with a piotjs regard to God : but whether thus obedient or not, they 
bound to this orderly fubje&ion ; and God has appointed panifhments 
this world to the rebellious. The civil magiftrate doth not wear the 
rd in vain , nor have parents *nd mailers their authority in vain, where- 
i to chaftife the difobedient* And beyond doubt the verb is fome- 
es ufed for a rooft unwilling and conftrained fubje&ion ; as when the 
Ik are (aid to he fubje& to Chrift and his difciples. The ieventy re* 
1 front thdir mifljon and make report with joy, " Lord, even the devils 
febjeft to us through thy name," Luke 10. 17. Can any one imagine 
devils were then converted into good beings, and this was a pious cor** 

fi}hjf&ioa ? If fo, why doth our Lord tejlthem, v. 10, " Notwith- 
ding in this rejoice net, thai the fpintt as* fubjeft onto yon, but ra~ 
r that your name* are written in heaven." Jn the regulation of go- 
it> the word fnbjee) is put for an authoritative, ordained, appointed 
a&ioa ; and the ej*t*tMn, which'K the legal effect and refult of fuel* 
etfoa, cffcAcd upon fubjtto, 10 theif ftb&ai and folsja&ien, whether 

voluntary 
Phil, a. 9, iq* *i. 
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may be all in all/' What can be more evident at fifft view, 
than that cc the coming of Chrift to judgment," cc the refur- 
re£fcion," €C the end," " the delivering up the kingdom/' 
€C the fub]e£tion, fubdual, and putting all the final enemies at 
his feet," " the Son himfelf being rubied," " and God all in 
all," are all coeval, cotemporary events ; all to take place in 
one and the fame moft memorable and infinitely important pe- 
riod ? How evident in thefe words that he hath already by 
divine ordination, appointment and prediction put thefe final 
enemies under Chrift's feet -, " and that he muft reign till he 

• hath 

voluntary or by conftraint. Thus all criminals are by author at ive ap- 
pointment, put in fubjection to the conftituted judge or judges of every 
government : and when traitors and enemies are arrained, convicted, con- 
demned and executed by the authority of fuch judges, thefe criminals arc 
then fubdued, fubjected to him who fubjected them. They are effectually 
fubjected and put down under foot to the authority of law and government. 
And this appears the plain meaning of the text. Chrift is fupreme Lord' 
of all things, and the ordained judge of all the moral fubjects of Jehovah, 
through all his dominions ; and by a divine ordination and appointment 
now made, all the irreconcilable enemies of this great kingdom are put 
under him, his decifion and difpofal, to be fubdued, fubjefied and put un- 
der his feet-— (of which the world are now notified by the predictions here 
referred to, by the declarations of Chrift and his apoftles, and particular- 
ly in this text) and when, by righteous fenterrce and execution in the great 
day, his enemies are all consigned to their deferved punifhment, then will 
they be all fubdued, fubjected, and put down under his foot. And the in- 
ftruction given in this and the forcited texts is, that the authority, laws, 
and government of God, will finally be moft compleatly eftablifhed over 
all : all muft bow in a willing fubjection to it in their ftate of trial, or bow 
in a fubjection and fubdual to and under it in a ftate of righteous punifh- 
ment. Nor can they infer their fenfe of fubjection, becaufe " the fon him- 
felf will then be fubject unto him that put all things under him." This fub- 
jedlion will no doubt be in the higheft degree " voluntary :" but it is not 
the thing here intended : For in this fenfe he was alway fubjedfc to his fa- 
ther, always doing the will " and things that pleafed him." The apof- 
tle points us to a fubjection of a different kind, then new, which never 
before exifted, but would remain to eternity, when God, the adorable 
trinity,, would be " all in all." Neceffity obliges us to under (land this 
fubjection to be by way of external regulation, order and arrangement, in 
refpect to the adminiftration of the great kingdom of Jehovah : and ii- 
Head of weakening, it greatly fire ng then s the fenfe of fubjection before no- 
ted of the enemies. And our confirmation feems confirmed beyond doubt* 
when it is confidered that the whole paragraph relates intirely to an ex-, 
ternal regulation and arrangement in the divine adminiftration, and not 
to any new acts of grace to be given or works to be done, for bringing in 
Subjects into the kingdom of God. The characters of friends, that they 

are 
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hatha&uatty put alLenemies under his feet," .Now that hq 
will in fa& put them down under his feet by righteous fen- 
tence and execution in punifhment in the day of judgment, 
they cannot deny ; and it is exprefs in the laft verfe, when they 
(hall be fubdqed unto him (which will then have been effeft- 
ed) then the Son (delivering up the kingdom, putting off the 
charafter of Saviour and Judge) will be fubjedb, and God be 
^11 in all, in adminiftration to eternity. Which fhews it a final 
iettlement of the great moral kingdom of the Moft High, for 

eternity, 

are Ch rift's by pious fubje&ion in this world, and chara&ers of enemies 
are fixed for judgment. In that day, they that are Chrift's mail have a 
glorious refurre&ien to an immortal, everlafting life ; this is the main fub- 
je&. Then, (at that .grand perioo) fays Paul, cometh the end— of what ? 
of this world and the prefent adminiftration of the kingdom of God-— it will 
give place to an entire new regulation and arrangement ; for Chrift " mall 
deliver up the kingdom to God, even the Father." But miftake not, it will' 
not be, till he hath compleated his awful work upon his and his people's 
enemies : for tjiey*are already, by divine ordination and appointment, put 
in fubje&ion to him ; fome, to be totally deftroyed, and the reft to be put 
Under his feet. All inimical rule, authority and power fhall be put down 
and deftroyed, and the laft enemy of his people, which fhall totally be de- 
ftroyed, is natural fleath. The reft, the moral enemies, fhall be fabdued, 
fubje&ed and put under his feet, by righteous fentence and execution, in 
a ftate of deferved punifhment. This our opponants allow will be done 
in the day of judgment ; and we read of but this one fubdual and putting 
down all enemies under his feet ; none other is intimated in the text or in 
the revelations of God. Then, When " he hath fubdued them unto him," 
having compleated his work as Judge, and turned the key of the invifible 
world, he hath in his hand, upon them : he will deliver it and the kingdom 
to God the Father— which will be followed with two new and grand argu- 
ments—the Son himfelf fubjed--and God all in all— in adminiftration, 
to eternity. Their conftru& ion of the word, t( to interna.1 pious difpofitioa 
of the enemies" being plainly againft the whole fcope of the paragraph, 
and the ufe of the word in every other part of it, can by no means be ad- 
mitted. And this paragraph doth in the moft decifive manner deftroy 
their fcheme, by evincing the impoffibility that their rcftoration mould ever 
take place after the day of judgment : becaufe the Saviour will then put off 
his character of Saviour and Judge", and give up the kingdom. To fuppofe, 
the fecond death is one of the enemies of mankind he is appointed to de- 
flroy, and if he doth not do it, before the delivering up of the kingdom, he 
hath not compleated his work ; appears one of the moft wild imaginations 
that ever troubled the head of any man. The fecond death is the righteous 
poaifhment, which God hath prepared and appointed for the enemies of 
mankind and his kingdom. He hath ordained Chrift as his Judge to con- 
sign them to it. In this, confiiis Chrift's complcat vidtoiy and eternal 

triumph, 
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eternity. And then wll be ilhiftrate the #na! * wftteidoft ttf 
regulation of all things, which God hath fpoken by the nwoth 
otall his prophets, fince the world began, Afts 3. 4 1 , J Even 
from Enoch to St. John. This is moft emphatically the tfatte 
of the regulation or all things, by an eternal, arrangertient dfaft 
things in the moral kingdom of God, in moft excellent order aftd 
infinite parfeftion. All the darkneA, diforde«, irregutarides^ 
perplexities and myfteries which clouded the divine atftfcriratU 
ens in thi* world, vanilh before the light which breaks fbrth ifl 
that day : cc And juftice and judgment,*' are feen through th$ 
univerfe, <* to be the habitation of God'$ throne ;*' in fin de-. 
fervedly punilhed---holinefs eternally rewarded— - every moral 
fbbjodt rewarded or punifhed according to chata&er and work* 
in everlafting righteoufnefs": This righteoufnefsj fo clear and 
'deeply impreflive, that every mouth is feoppcq^ and cvof 
tongue muft confefs to God, to Chrift the judge-*-" tt*e re* 
preaches of the ungodly forever fileh<&d***ail tnctnies eternal* 
ly put down, that they who have troubled can trouble &6 
more" — all the faithful fervants and children of God, exalte4 

triumph over the old ferpent and all his malignant feed. By infli&iftg 
this, all his enemies are eternally put under his feet : not bj arbitrary* 
difpotic power, bat by moft impartial jnftice and righteoafiiefi* in way pt 
retribution, in which truth and righteoofneft, the authority and kingdeaB 
Of God, will ihine forth in eternal glory. Wherefore, to. fuppofie ChriS 
will not inflict this punishment, before he puts off tht character of Judge, 
16 in truth to fappofe he puts off the ch trader, before he hath don* *» 
work : or, to fuppofe him to deftroy it, after it U infli&ed, Is td iuppoft 
him to give up his own victory and triumph to his enemies, than whisk 
what mtire extraragant ? and the epithets poor and low , given to thf 
common conftru&ion, recoils back in full force, upon their own. 

I " Whom the heavens muft receive, until the time of the rejfcitntija 
of all things, which God hath fpoken by the mouth of all his prophet* 
fince the world began.' 9 By reftitution, here we under ft and RegdJatioOf 
as the original word muft be underltood as applied to the miniftry sad work 
of John the Baptift, Mat. 17. n, 12. and Mark 9. 12, 13. This text, in- 
tends Chrift's perfonal appearance and coming ; and the time of it is hertf 
afcertained; it will not be, till the final regulation of all things. And it 
is fully implied, this is the defign of his Coming and the work he will 
perfect. AH things fpoken of by the Prophets as preceeding this time, 
being accomplifhed, he will then mak« a full and final regulation, not 
only of forne, but of All things at and in his Coming. Now, we know he 
Will perfonally come a fecond time at the end of the world* in the Great 
day of the xefurre&ion and final judgment. We have itfrom our Savioar, 
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15 «»ftal rtft, feeiirity, h&ppihefi ahd glOfy-^Chrift adftuMd 
9&4 glorified in (he innumerable miffed* Of them Who have be* 
lieved, flow fo eomftleatfy adeemed aftd exulted in his fait A* 
ti6ft-*-tiift wofd df the LoM mortified above all his name—* 
*ll the divine promifes arid threatnihgs perfe&ly fulfilled, and 
the 0*th of God Confirming th«ft, ekared— vthfc chSfafter of 
find's government, the diaft£ter ftfid pttfe&idflS of God aftd 
of Chrift, a? God-fti&i, Satf iOUf and Judge, iliuffrated ih the 
higheft pofllble glOry*-the cVef laftifig klhgd«fi Of God fet* 
tied and eftabliftied in etefn&l fecurity, dignity afld higheft 

glory— God all in all— the kingdom, the pemt, and tht 

glory is the LordV*~aftd glory to Gdd ift th* kfgheft is tht 
id fefult of thewhOle, Thi$ grahd ttringettiehtffir eternity, 
US the Cteareft poflible conceptions Of fcft infinitely per* 
JOVerntrtent, ift final iffue. Aftd the preparations alrea* 
dy made and revealed of God, enfufe lis the perfect accom- 
pUfhmenc 6f the tf hole, The doftrine erf 0ur opponents, h a 
tontfadiftory derangetaeftt of the whole, which Ihews the 
gtfcatftcfs of the error. 

T6 proceed— An infinite difprfcportion ift the higheft fane* 
tk>n$ ; the inducing reward eterftal-*-the penalty of rebellion 
tetripOfary, h incompatible with the idea of perfeA government* 
It hath not the wifdoffi* force and energy upon the heart and con- 
x fciene^ Of the addrefs by inflation, I have fet life and death 
before you. Doth not God himfelf juftify and vindicate the 
equality Of his ways, (kgainft the cavalling murmuring Ifrael- 

ites) 

*5 Mat. and other places— from Paul and John and all the apoftles. He 
will actually then, regulate all things in, the great moral kingdom in way 
of retribution-— deciding and fettling the Hates of all, good and bad— by 
punching the wicked and rewarding the righteous. The text aicertains, 
this is the time of the regulation of all things : " for the heavens molt 
ttceWt and retain him till that time." The heavens now reveal him — and 
this is the time of this Great reftitution and regulation. And having fub- 
dued and regulated all things, as (hewn in the foregoing note " he will 
give up the kingdom." This text doth then decifively deftroy the notion 
that there will be any reftitution, after the final judgment. That, being 
the time pointed out in this text for the regulation >f all things, and 
Chrift having in fad regulated all things: it is felf-evident there can, 
be nothing more to regulate. It is final, and the kingdom given np under 
a compleat, perfedl fettleinent for eternity. The texts on which they rely, 
xeftored to their true meaning, are fwift witneffes againft them, and witnefi 
perdition to their wretched fcheme. 
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ites) by the equality of the motives addrefled to them, a,nd the 

righteoufnefs of the,rule by which he would proceed in render- 
ing to them life or death, as they were righteous or wicked ? 
as in the 18 th, and other chapters in Ezekiel. In a word* 
that the righteous fhould be as the wicked, and vice verfa, the, 
friends and enemies of government fhould fare alike, and be 
alike happy or miferablc, in a ftate of final retribution, is moft 
abhorrent and contrary to righteous and good government $. 
and much mkre to one infinitely perfeft. It is fundamentally 
fubverfiye of natural and revealed religion, and of all good go- 
vernment of Qod or man j by a total deftruftipn of the great 
principles and motives of piety and obedience. . It is the very, 
thing reprobated in the patriarch's plea, in a difpenfation of 
divine retribution in this world, as incompatible with the cha- 
radter of the righteous judge of the world. Gen. 18. 25* 
cc That be far from thee to do after this manner, to flay the 
righteous with the wicked ; and that the righteous fhould be 
as the wicked, that be far from thee : fhall not the judge of all 
the earth do right ?" In the common courfe of Providence, 
where chara&ers are forming for judgment and retribution, it 
is very confident f c that one event fhould happen to the righ- 
teous and wicked ;" but in this inflance, God was about to 
fettle accounts with the inhabitants of Sodom and Ghomor- 
rha, finally for this world, and execution immediately to fol- . 
low the judgment in way of retribution, according to their cha- 
rafter arid works. On this turns the propriety and force of 
this plea • and on this ground father Abraham urges, <c that 
the righteous fhould be as the wicked," is incompatible with 
the character of the righteous judge of the world, and righteous 
judgment. The plea is good, the fentiment altogether juft 
and true. God anfwers the prayer, and confirms it to be foj, 
in the retribution given. The guilty inhabitants of Sodom 
and Ghomorrha are forthwith deftroyed, but righteous Lot 
and family are faved. And hereby God defignedly gives 
clear inftruftion, and moft forcible warning to the world, by 
way of example, f that in the final retribution he will affured- 
ly make an open, vifible, evcrlafting diftinftion and difference 
between " ths righteous and the wicked," " him that ferveth 

him* 

t Jade 7th. 
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him, and him that ferveth him not," Who fhall avow it is 

incredible ? 

God's kingdom is everlafting ; will ftand and endure forever 
and ever: Surely the motives and fanftions, to induce the 
fiibje&s whofe exiftence will be commenfurate to the duration 
of it, to fubje&ion and compliance with the terms of life, muft 
likewife be eternal. Temporary rewards, or temporary pu- 
nifhments only, however great, are evidendy altogether incon- 
gruous in nature — unequal in dignity and importance, and in- 
adequate in energy to fuch a kingdom and vaft defign. Rea- 
fon di&ates they are no more adequate to the fupport of fuch a 

tgdom, than family difcipline is to the fupport of the great- 
eiiipires of this world. If they be not eternal, where is the 
energy of his adorable government to be found ? where his in- 
finite wifdom and goodnefs to be feen, in adapting and propor- 
tioning the means to the end ? Sin, beyond doubt, is the great- 
eft evil in the univerfe, and that alone which introduceth all 
the diforder, calamity and mifery that ever was, now is, and 
ever will be found in it. It is highly rational to believe, that 
the infinitely wife God and Governor, in conducting an infi- 
nitely good and perfeft government, will give his fubjefts 
clear and decifive inftru&ions of the danger, ill defert, and fa- 
tal confequences of fin, to warn and guard them againft it ; and 
to fecure their fubje&ion and life. And this diftate of reafon 
is fully confirmed by fad: : For this was one of the firft and 
cleareftinftrudtions given to man in innocency : " In the day 
thou eateft thereof thou fhalt furely die :" clearly teaching the 
ill demerit and penalty of tranfgreflion to be an cc eternal ex- 
clufion from life and blefiednefs. And what inftruftions of 
the evil of fin can be more clear and decifive than thofe given 
in revelation ? where the wages of fin are denounced to be 
cc death, " contrafted with eternal life— where the punifhment 
of it is fet forth in ftrongeft language, in way of threatning, 
and by defcription, literal and figurative, and by exemplifica- 
tion, to be eternal. How unreasonable it is then to fay, the 
db6trine is incredible, when clear and decifive inftruftion and 
admonition of the evil and fatal confequences of it, is the very 
thing which reafon di£tates us to look for and expeft in a reve- 
lation from God. 

Sin, 
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^ $m, in &f nature and tendency of it, hsth «* *vil *ftd ma* 

lignity in it which pafieth all conception. In its nptUK it i$ a 

(ubvetfion ©f the divine law find government, a ewtcmpc of 
infinite nujefty and authority -, rota God of his glory, Ghrift 
of his purehafe* and immortal foul* of ckermI life t and in the 
finally disobedient, operates an eternal reproach to the govern* 
njent of God, vhich cannot be removed but in their Offering 
a puniflunent faity adequate to the evil of it. Can a tempo* 
rary puniihroent be adequate 1 Wh$ *ill avow it ? Wg m 
finfu] and partial, fiaite and incompetent judges in a matter ft 
imjch above us ; we cannot eomprehend the iminenfity of " 
Divine Majefty, the infinity of hi* wthprfcy and §f die 
twrea obligation, the worth of eternal life in his favQWi ef 
deeming blood and the great falvation contemned, the digram 
of his government, the importance and glory of Jy* everlaftjng 
kingdom in all the arrangements, connexion? and defigna of it, 
nor any one principle of a decifive judgment, wherevpw* we 
can poflibly determine, by reafon, that a temporary punish- 
ment can be adequate to the evil of fin ; But to our beft ap* 
prehenfions the contrary is apparent. Wherefore, when God, 
the great Governor and Judge, whp hw perfeft knowledge « 
it, denounces the wages of fin is eternal death, it is perfeftly 
credible ; it k fealed wkh infallibility. I wve the cufcuffioa 
of the fubje& of the infinite evil and ill demerit of fin* becauft 
it appears necdlefa : it hath been maintained, by many writer 
with arguments whieh have never been anfwered* and which* 
to me, appear unanfwerable. Until fomething is adduced a* 
gainft it more than hath been offered, J we may reft in it « 
decided. I lhall only fuggeft two things TOQre t» evince tfao 
credibility of the infinite ill demerit of fin, and the eyerJafting 
punilhment of it in the finally difobedient* One 14* that a 
temporary puniftiment is inadequate, infuflkient, and cannot 

anfwer 

J Tt is obje&ed, a finite creature caanot commit an. infinite offejace, to 
render him deferving an eternal punifhmenu This is eafily faj4 • ?ot 
where is the proof of it ? It is not felf-evident, a.nd we demand the evi- 
dence of it ; they cannot prove it. The finite capacity of the creature Wat 
proof ;- but the infinite inferiority and obligations of the. finite f reatttIC, il 
one thing that renders the contempt of infinite; M?jtfty* and flifofrniUm 
to the infinite authority of our adorable Creator and fuprenie |*ordj foiajf 
niiely vile and heinous. Is not all fin infinitely offenftre to God ? the air " 

minatHMi 
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anfwer thfc ptirpofe of a final 3 capital punifliment in the govern- 
ment of God. It hath been already noted, cc that temporary 
fandtions and motives are altogether incongruous in nature, 
unequal in dignity and importance, and inadequate in energy, 
to the nature and fupport of an everlafting kingdom, and to the 
defign of illuftrating an infinitely perfeft government. We 
add, a temporary, finite puniftiment only, of the finally difobe- 

dient, 

mutation which his foul hateth ? Who can deny it ? If fo, is it not becaufe 
there is an infinite evil and offence in it ? Do not the finally impenitent and 
difobedient practically ft and in the j unification of their iniquities ? And may 
not the Supreme Judge of the world, juftly bear an eternal teftimony of in- 
dignation againft fuch offences and hateful characters ? Men, finite as their 
capacities are, mar commit fuch crimes againft the ftate as treafon, robbe- 
ry, murther, &c. for which they may juftly be forever cut off (by capital 
execution) from the kingdoms andftates of this world : why then may they 
Hot commit fuch crimes againft God and his government, for which jthey 
may as righteoufly be eternally cut off and excluded the kingdom of God 
and the fociety of the blefled, in a ftate of puniftiment ? For if the autho- 
rity of God, the dignity, neceffity and excellence of his government, ana! 
the glory and importance of his kingdom, as far exceeds that of the ftates 
and Kingdoms of this world, as fuch an eternal puniftiment exceeds their 
capital executions, which none can deny ; then fuch a puniftiment may be 
as wife, righteous and neceiTary in the divine government, as all allow 
thofe to be which are executed by men : And the character of finite in the 
objection hath no weight in it. It is alfo objected, the tranfgreffion of a 
moment, and of this fhort life in this world, cannot deferve an eternal pu- 
niftiment. The force of the objection lies in the ihortnefs of the time 
which the criminal hath lived, and in which the crime was committed* 
But this circumftance is comparatively of no weight in judging of the de- 
merit of crimes. A young murthercr of twenty years old, muft as certain- 
ly fuffer death, by the laws of God and man, as one of fixty or eighty 
vears old, although he hath not lived half the time : And one who kills 
infantry, as another who is a longer time in perpetrating murther. It is 
the malignity of crimes in their nature and tendency which doth deter- 
mine their ill demerit, and not the circumftance of time. A robber com- 
mits murther— he doeth it in an inftant, by a blow, the thruft of a fword, or a 
- ball from a piftol through the head or heart : A trefpafler goes into his neigh- 
bour's orchard, robs his pear-tree of fix or eight bulhels of excellent pears, 
it takes him lome hours to (hake off, gather up and carry away the pears, 
and compleat his trefpafs — Can anyone doubt which of thefe crimes is 
greateft and deferves the greater puniftiment ? According; to the objecti- 
on, the criminality and ill defert of the trefpafs exceeds that of the mur- 
ther by (brae hundreds of degrees, in proportion to the length of time in 
the perpetration of it : whereas by the common fenfe and fuffrage of all 
men, the murther is far the greater crime and deferves a much feverer 
m- . . ^ gj^ : tt( ig JaenC j s founded in the malignity of it, and in 

F the 
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dient, cannot ilhiftrate the character of God and his per&ft 
government, in higheft glory. For fuch a punilhrnent cannoi 
iHuftrate his immenfc Majefty, his infinite authority, the infinite 
dignity and importance of his government, together witlj his 
infinite holinefs, juftice and hatred of fin ; nor finally, can it 
fbpport and eftabliih the fecurity, peace, dignity, honour and 
authority of his government, as fully and effectually as though 
their crimes had never beep committed - t " the important end 
of all final, capital punifhment." This might be Uluftrated fe- 
veral ways — one inftance is fujficient to evince it. If fin de- 
fe/ves only a temporary punifhment, and no more jujtly- cask, 
or ever will be mniftfd, then it teems the evtxlafting kingdom 
tjf the Mpfl: High, can never be fettled and eftablifhed in a ftate 
of eternal tranquility, fecurity and peace, in infinite dignity 
and glory, by any puniftmicnt that can fee infli&ed on the ene- 

KUCS 
the nature and tendency of it. The cireumftaitce of time in the cewmif. 
fion «f tranfgrenlon having bat littfe weight with then. This well ground- 
ed judgment of men is weighty, but we might appeal to en innnitarjr 
frcatcr authority to fettle this point. No one iuppofei oar firlt p&reMt 
ad lived long, or were long in the com million of the great iractigrefioa \ 
" in eating the forbidden fruit :" and yet for this one tranigreijaa, 
fi> circumitanced in refpefi to tiaie, fin and mifery huh entered the 
world, a curfe is Renounced upon Hie earth, and death iatailed epM «u* 
firfl parents and their numerous pofterity in all ages to <he and of the 
world. A convincing evidence as fact, that we can make no judgmental* 
{be malignity of fin and punifhment which a righteous God will inflicl 
Hpon the finally difobedient, " from this circumftanc* of tiaa*," awl tlu 
objedioQ hata no folid weight in it, however it may ferve to amuse, cor- 
rupt, and delude fupernciaJ minds. If fin hath not fuch intuit* evil ac4 
all demerit in it, as to incur an eternal forfeit ore of the £avow;*f God and 
bleffingi of hi* kingdom, where is the neceffity of the great propitiation bh 
eternal redemption of Chrj'ft f Ana 1 if it doth incur fuch a forfeiture, tht 
wicked may righteoufly be forever excluded die kingdom of God : aad a 
not fuch a puniinment eternal f To purfue the tenet we oppoft with cm 
conference more. If fin deferves but a temporary punimment, then, it 
feems, when this punifhment is endured, law and juftice axe fMisfied, rat 
prifon doors mult be opened, die everlafting chains knocked off> the prife> 
nerfet at liberty under the proieflion of dirme government. Whether thi* 
bow to the authority of itor not, upon tlris principle, they cannot be ant 
longer hcldeji ; they mult be fee a; liberty (altho". they have all their ran*. 
ttgQity a nd implacability about them) to roam in th# domtnioM afGeJ*, 
neither blefled norcurfed, belonging ntitiier to heaven or fc*U,oraaTk«o*il c 
t place in the univcrJc. Is this pomMe f what awre«»trary Wreafcn, * 
% whole tenor of the revelation of God? tton*»&riitye*"k,wwlUi»L__ 
ufeftteall men. In what ever way we trace this tenet, [he C0flfe*iae*tjaf 
'Surdities of it meet us and flare us in the fact. 
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mies of k. For ho temporary punifhment, however extreme 
tod of long continuance, can change the hearts and nature of 
die wicked* into good fubje&s * and after the devil and his an- 
gels and the finally impenitent from this world, have endured 
their temporary punifhment, and all that (upon this principle)-— 
can be infli&ed, (hey may remain the inveterate enemies ana 
difturbers of it, throughout their immortal exiftence. The end 
of final capital punUhmcnt is totally defeated : And is it poffi- 
bk, that fuch neceffity fhould ariie from the nature of things, or 
the conftkutionpf the divine government, that the Moft High 
jrwft(in an ungovernmental manner, againft the plain language 
of his revealed conftitution) either convert his implacable ene- 
plies into good beings, or annihilate them, or never fettle his great 
kingdom in eternal peace., fecurity, dignity and dory ? This 
whole refult and conclufion, is fo abhorrent andrepugnant to 
the fupreme, fbvereign, uncontrollable and infinitely perfc<3: 
dominion of God, di&ated to us by reafon and the revelation 
of God, as (hews the principle that inferrs it, to be abfurd and 
impoflible to be true. Whereas that punifhment which is re- 
euifite in the nature of things to anfwer not only thofe ends 
fercmentioned, but all the wife ends of the divine go- 
vernment and to the final eftablifhment of it in eternal fe- 
curity, peace, dignity and glory, muft be wife, holy, juft 
And good ; and the execution of it, upon the implacable 
taemies of k, muft be highly neceffary and important. A 
temporary punishment we have feen, is wholly inadequate and 
^ilfiafficient— that alone which is eternal, can and will do it ; and 
therefore is credible. Which leads to the other particular to 
evince the credibility of this do&rine, viz. God hath defign- 
■cdly taught us cc the infinite ill demerit of fin in the everlafting 
jKifflihmcnt, which he hath denounced againft the difobedient. 
-Capital ftatutes and fan&ions (in the reafon & nature of things) 
-Might to be clear and determinate, both in refpeft to thofe who 
rate made liable to the penalty — and in the proportioning the 
penalty to the demerit of crimes. In this is difplayed the wif- 
^lorn, righteoufnejfs and goodnefs of government. Thofe from 
Sieaven areperfe£t and without ambiguity : thefe ftatutes, fan- 
qftions and threatnings are defigned to teach men the evil, ma- 
Igpiby ud ill defert of the crimes ; as well as the certainty of 

the 
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the punifliment annexed, upon tranfgreflion and conviftion. 

They do not fpeak in fuch ambiguous language, they fhall 
endure fuch puniftiment whether right or wrong, whether pro- 
portioned to or beyond the demerit of the crimes, which Would 
be to eftablifh iniquity by law. But in the declaration of the 
punifliment, we have defignedly fet forth the ill demerit of the 
crimes which fubjeft to it, to warn and guard againft the com- 
miifion of them. And when executed, it is, among other ends 
of government, that others feeing the great wickednefs and 
great punifliment of them " may hear and fear and do no more 
fo wickedly." Men may err in affixing punilhment to crimes, 
but the Judge of all the earth cannot. Wherefore when he 
denounceth, the wages of fin is eternal death, and that he will 
punifli the difobedient with everlafting deftru&ion — he doth 
defignedly teach us, that in his unerring judgment, fuch is the 
evil, malignity and ill demerit of fin, that it doth as righteoiifly 
deferve eternal death— as wages is due to the labourer ; and that 
he to whom vengeance belongeth, will furely repay it to the 
finally difobedient. And thefe truths in connexion, he teach- 
eth us in a way moft fuitable to his immenfc wifdom, majefly 
and authority, and to the wife and great ends of his govern- 
ment. When, adting in character, as fupreme law-giver and 
judge of the world, he denounceth this tremendous punifliment 
as the juft wages of fin, to the workers of iniquity. And thefe 
inftruftions and admonitions coming from fuch infallible, 
infinite authority, are defigned to convey the convidtion and 
belief both of this ill demerit and punifliment of fin, with deep 
fenfibility and energy to the hearts and confeiences of men ; 
to reftrain from wickedneft and awaken them to repentance 
and life, Surely, thefe inftru&ions fo given, are moft highly 
credible, upon the ground of fuch authority only, if the feem- 
ing objections to our feeble reafon and underftanding were a 
thoufand times ftronger, than they, are made to appear. For 
no truth is more felf-evident,than cc that the declarations of the 
God of truth, muft be true." In the reafon of the thing, this 
muft conclude us, it fuperfedes and precludes all cavils and 
objeftions. To judge a priori, or any other ways, and ftand 
upon our own reafon againft die authority of the univerfe— -to 
fay it is incredible, exceeds all belief— what is it ? but to oj> 

pofe 
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pofe our underftanding, reafon and erroneous judgment, to the 

lupreme wifdom, unerring,, infallible judgment of God, deci- 
. lively given upon the fame matter, in his atfthorative declara- 
tions. And what purpofe can it ferve ? but to prevent the 
efficacy and defeat the wifi?, great and falutary defigns, for 
which they are given to men in this world. Is this rational, 
refpeCtful, dutiful ? will it ftand before the bar of reafon or the 
tribunal of God ? is not this, to make ourfelves judges of the 
law, rather than the obediential receivers and improvers of it^ 
as is defigned ? The fum of the whole is, there doth not appear 
a circumftance of incredibility attending the great chriftian 
doCtrine of everlafting rewards and punifliments, when viewed 
and confidered in its true connection. And I am full in the 
fentiment, that divine revelation is far eafier and more ftrongly 
to be defended with this doCtrine, than without it. The fub- 
lime end of creation and moral government as taught us, by 
revdation— the rational and immortal nature wherewith we are 
endowed— -the nature of things in a variety of views— the cha- 
racter and perfe£Hons of God and of his government, infinitely 
wife, holy, juft, good and perfeCt— the property of his kingdom 
as everlafting— the ill-demerit of fin— the neceflity and impor- 
tance of fuch a punifhment to his enemies, to illuftrate the 
character of God, of Chrift, and of the divine government, 
and the. doCtrine of redemption in higheft glory— and to eftab- 
lifh the authority and fettle the everlafting kingdom of God, 
in eternal fecurity and peace, in higheft dignity, perfection and 
glory, accompanied with the higheft poflible fecurity and 
happinefs to all his holy, faithful fubjeCts— -and the cleareft 
exhibition of the kingdom, power, and glory as the Lord's. 
Thefe in connection do judicate the doftrine highly credible, 
worthy of all acceptation and our firmeft belief. Whereas, a 
■revelation from God containing matters of fuch infinite mo- 
ment and eternal importance to the kingdom of God and his 
fubjeCts, as the chriftian revelation doeth ; if the credit, laws 
-and authority of it were unfupported ; and the terms of life 
addrefled to us in it, were uninforced, with the higheftfanCtions 
in nature, in the univerfe— eternal life and eternal death, it would 
bo very incredible. The fanCtions being unfuitable to his im- 
'ipenfe wifdom, majefty and authority $ to the dignity of his go- 
vernment 
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▼ernment and importance of his everlafting kingdom— and at 

means, inadequate to the all-important defign of foch a revr* 
lation. Wherefore, never a do&rine Came from the eternal 
fountain of light and truth, more credible or important ttf usj 
than that we have from the higheft authority in heaven and 
earth— the Saviour himfelf— he that believeth fhall be faved,-~ 
it bot he who believeth not Ihall be damned." The christian, 
k feems, needeth not to have any uneafy apprehenfions ; from 
ail die arguments and infinuations of Deift, ibcinians and uni- 
Verfalifts which can be brought out of the dark cell of fcepticHca 
and infidelity, againft the credibility, of thechriftian doctrine, 
6f the ev«rlaftins deftru&ion of the finally difobedient." 



PART II, 

Wherein the everlafting Puniftiment of the Ungodly, is il* 
luftated and evinced to be a Scripture Do&rme. 

Revelations 20th, 10th. And the devil that deceived them, was 
(aft into the lake of fire and brimftone y where the beaft ami 
falfe prophet are ; andjball be tormented day and night far* 
ever and ever. 

THESE words point us to the final deftru&ion of the de- 
vil's kingdom ; when he himfelf and his wicked adher- 
ents fhall be configned tp an eternal punifhment. They fhew 
us the dreadful end of the beaft and the falfe prophet — the two 
greateft, longeft and moft fuccefsful apoftacies and corruptions 
of this world, inimical to the caufe of Chrift and in fupport rf 
that kingdom as defcribed in this prophecy. The devil that 
deceived them, and the beaft and falfe prophet, (all the delu- 
ded wicked under thefe difcriptions) are here reprefented, as 
* c in the lake of fire and brimftone, and to be tormented day 
and night forever and ever." Surely the triumph of the wick- 
ed is fhort, for here is the tremendous deftru&ion of the moft 
profperous, powerful and triumphantly wicked on^arrh. And 
the fame punifhment is referved for all the finally wicked <ff 
this world, who arc exprefsly configned to it in tfaekft verfe of 

the 
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die context : " And whofoever was not found written in the 

book of life, was caft into the lake of fire." So that it is amoft: 
alarming, interefting fubje& to all, and efpecially to thofe who 
are in their fins. 

There are two particulars of this future punifhment clearly 
held forth in the text, which lead dire&ly to our main fubjeft,' 
viz. — cc it will be continual and endlefs" — <c it is the tame 
punifhment prepared for the devil and his angels, and to be en- 
dured by the wicked throughout the fame duration with theirs, 
which we know to be eternal." A punifhment not only ex- 
treme in degree, and as hopeiefs of reftitution and deliverance 
as the being call into a lake of fire and brimftone, but alfo un- 
ceafing, perpetual and eternal. For what words can exprefa ifc 
ftronger than the text ; <c and fhall be tormented day and night 
forever and ever." Thefe are among the higheft and ftrongeft 
expreffions of eternity to be found in the book of God. And 
it is to be noted, that the phrafe <c forever and ever," is never 
once applied to deftru&ion but to denote it tQ be perpetual— 
as exclufive of all idea and hope of reiteration. So it is appli- 
ed by the prophet to denote a perpetual dcftru&ion. Ifai. 34. 
io. (< It fhaH not be quenched night nor day, the frooke there- 
of fhall go up forever : from generation to generation it (hall 
lie wafte j none fhall pais through it forever and ever." And 
fo it is applied to the definition of the enemies of the chriftiari 
church. Rev. 19.3. "And her fmokerofe up forever and ever." 
And that perfonal fufferings are defigned, ieems evident from 
the parallel difcription, chap. 14. 11. "and the fmoke of 
" their torment" afcendeth forever and ever," Wherefore, 
to thofe who fuffer the future punifhment, there will be no an- 
nihilation and ceffatk» of exiftence — no deliverance — no cef- 
fation nor end to their torment and mifery. This muftbe the 
meaning the do&rine defignedly taught by the fpirit ofcruth 
in our text, when, in a literal difcription of it* he afiufes us 
* c they fhall be tormented day and night forever and ever." 

But in direft oppofition to it, the Univerfalifts maintain ; 
fome, that there will be no future punifhment to the wicked ; 
others, that there will be an end and a reftitution of all the 
wicked to the heavenly happinefs, in fome future period ; after 
long and dreadful fufferings in hell* 
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What I defigh is (infubverfion of their horrid error) to con- 
firm the doftrine in the text, and make evident " that the fu- 
ture punifhment of the wicked will moft certainly be hopeltfs 
of efcape or reftitution — perpetual and eternal •" by Ihewing 

I ft. The tenor of all the threatnings and all difcriptions 
of the future punifhment of the wicked, ftrongly import it 
hopelefs of reftitution, unlimited and endlefs as their exiftence. 

adly. It is confirmed by a variety of moft pointed declara- 
tions, fitted and defigned of God, to cut off all prefuflnption 
and hope of efcape or reftitution. to the wicked that die in 
their finsu , 

- 3dly . if is further confirmed by the conftitution of. nature,- 
which connefts fin and mifery together, and will make the fi- 
nally wicked neceflarily miferable, as long as they have exift- 
ence, unlefs this conftitution be annulled or fuperfeded by the 
grace of God, the author of it 5 which, by many declarations, 
he affures us fhall never be. 

4thly. It is abundantly confirmed by and throughout the. 
whole conftitution of thegofpel. 

5thly. The doftrine of the future punifhment we maintain, 
in oppofition to theirs, was fully believed by the Jewifh and 
Chnftian church, and by their infpired teachers. 

Laftly, The doftrine of the laft, the eternal judgment, fet 
forth in the word of God, and particularly by our Saviour and 
his apoftles, is decifive of this controversy : " That the fen- 
tence and punifhment of the wicked will be eternal." 

In the firft place — When we attend to the manner in which 
this doftine is revealed, we fee <c the tenor of all the threat-* 
nings and all defcriptions of the future punifhment of the wick- 
ed ftrongly import it hopeiefs of reftitution, unlimited and end- 
lefs a^their exiftence." 

Tff firft threatning in the book q{ God, denouncing the 
punifhment of fin in thefe words, " in the day that thou eateft 
thereof thou fhalt furely die/'* imports an eternal exclufion 
from life and bleflednefs in mifery as iafting as their exiftencc. 
Death being direftly oppofed to life and happinefs, this rtiuft 
be. the imported punifhment upon every conftrudlion of it* 
This punifhment is furely the juft wages of fin, and certainly 
to be executed upon the difobedient in a ftate of refribution ? 

or 

Gen. 2. 17. Heb. dying thou (halt die* 
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to: it would aot have been tbreatned by a God of truth and juf- 

6cc. ■ This is the awful fari&ion to fapport the law, authority 
and gorehiment of (*od, over all the moral world* and in eve- 
)ry conftitution of his government-. We rationally conclude 
it of the constitution of angels, becaufe this is the puniihment 
fo which the apoftatc angels are configned in a ftate of retri- 
bution. We let it was the awful fan&ion of the conftitution 
t*f man in. intiocency ; and we lhall foon fee it to be the fane- 
tion of the divine government to mankind under a difpenfati- 
$n of rtterty. If this puni&mfcnt is the juft demerit of fin, 
&ftd a wife and neceflary fan&ion of the moral government qf 
God, it is a difhonourable refleftion on the wifdomj holineis, 
truth and juftise of Cod to fuppofe a lefs puniihment will ever 
fee denounced or executed upon the wicked in a ftate of retri- 
bution. And if this fan&ion was wife and neceflary to man- 
kind in a ftate of redtituck, furely, it cannot be lefs wife and 
oecrffary to them in a ftate of degeneracy and corruption : but 
u as the kw was made for the lawlefc and added becaufe of 
tran%refilons,*' fo we rationally conclude, that this puniihment 
to the kicked in a ftate of retribution, will be held up to a pe- 
rishing worid in dear, full* decifive language, of the fame aw- 
ful import wi A the fiift threatning *, cc hopelefs of eternal life 
and blefiedne&, and their mifery as lading as their exiftence." 
And the revelations of God do abundantly confirm this diftate 
qf reaibn ; alluring us this eternal death as contracted with eter- 
nal life, i» " the wages of fin," * as juftly the demerit of fin* as 
the wages due to a labourer, and furely u to be repayed" in a 
ftate of retribution, f -ft ** t0 be noted, this future puniih- 
ment » cooftantly reprefented as cc without limitation or end." 
it is faid of the wicked* "they lhall be accurfed and feparated 
to ievtt" J or naifery — cc are appointed to Wrath"---" (hall be 
turned itftd hell." K Repeatedly, * c that they fliall be caft out 
into ouoer darknefs, where is weepkig> wailing and gnafhing of 
teedi 9# ---Ihall be " caft into the lake of fire which is the fecond 
death 1 , — configjied to this ftate of puniihment without any li- 
mitation or end put to it. And it is to be further obferVed > 
that this puniihment is commonly reprefented in terms direftly 
feppofite a^d eiclulivc of life and bkffednefs ; as death, the 
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fecond death) deftruttion, perdition^ damnation, &c; Thrf 

defmtftion and death of the wicked is directly oppofed to 
their life and bleflednefs— the perdition, utter minor die un- 
godly is hopelefs of a reftoration or reftitution to life and hap-' 
pinefs— -the damnation of hell is direftly and fully contrafted 
with the gofpel falvation and enjoyment of eternal life— r-and 
this punifnment, id every form of reprefentation, announced by 
the fpirit of truth without any limitation, period or end* If 
there be any period to it* if any limitation or termination of it/ 
let them who afifumc it for truth fliew it $ it belongs to them 
who aflfert it to fliew it. It is impofliblc — they give up the 
eaiife, by telling us cc therr pain will be unutterable and for a 
long duration — (God only knows how long.") * This is a 
plain, full conceflioh, that God, who only can bound it, has 
declared no limitation, puts no period to it* How prefump- 
tuous then, for man to fay there will be an end to it ? For what 
is the plain import of a punifhment without limitation, in the 
conftruftion of reafon and common fenfe ? If a criminal among 
men is fentenced to imprifonment for one or fix- months, fot 
three or feven years, he and we know the period : or if it be 
during pleafure, there is a hope of relief, and meians for it may 
be ufed t but if the conflgnment be unlimited, without day, it 
is decifively for life or during his exiftence in this world, in the 
common acceptation of all mankind. By this rule then* as the 
future punifhment of the wicked is conftantly and uniformly 
(in every form and defcription of it) reprefented to up without 
limitation, period or end, it ftrongly and decifively imports it 
to be as durable and lafting as their exiftence and immortality. 
And this conftru&ion is confirmed " by the key of doftrine St* 
Paul gives us, for a furc and decifive interpretation of the things 
of the future and irivifible world." It is in thofe words 2 Con 
4. 18. cf For the things which are feen are temporal, (are tem- 
porary and will have an end) but the things which are not feeii 
(in the future world of which he is fpeaking) are eternal $" 
without a fingle exception, and will have no end. Paul was 
bred a Pharifee, early imbibed the doftrine of the Pharifees 
and of the Jewifh church, who (except the Sadducees who 
were a fort of infidels) uniformly believed the doftrine of the 
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clSuftence of angels and devils — of the fpirits of mankind both 
good and bad in a future ftate — and that they were all immorr- 
tal, their exiftence without end. They believed God to be 
the rewarder of them who diligently feek him, and the aven- 
ger of the. wicked : and in connexion herewith, they believed 
the future invifible world to be a ftate of rewards and punifli- 
ments — they believed a heayen and heH — that the rewards of 
the righteous in heaven would be eternal, and the punifhment of 
the wicked in hell would likewife be eternal, And this was 
the reafon why the Pharifees with all their carping difpofition, 
never once objefted to the dodtrine of our Saviour, when he fo 
dearly, plainly and repeatedly taught the do&rine of the ever- 
lafting punifhment of the wicked, and in a manner fufficient- 
ly galling to them. They could not do it, becaufe it was 
their own profelTed faith, and that of the Jewifh church. Nor 
doth Paul, when converted to the faith of Chrift, alter a An- 
gle article in this creed j for in thefe great do&rines of Godli- 
nefs, the faith of the Jewifh and Chriftian church is one, Paul^ 
a chriftian and an infpired apoftle, teaches the church and world, 
5 C that the things of the future and invifible world, are all 
(without diftinftion or a fingle exception) eternal," Then 
heaven and hell are ft)--- then the charter, ftate and bleffed- 
nefs of the righteous in that world is fixed and eternal— 
$uid likewife the character, ftate and punifhment of the wick- 
ed in that world is fixed and eternal. . And this key of infpi- 
ration ought tp be decifive with chriftians of all generations. 
Efpecially, as there is not a fingle inftance in all revelation of 
a peripd put to any of the things of the invifible ftate, which 
the apoftle announces to the world, are all " eternal, " How 
unfcriptural and abfurd their notion of a next ftate, a$ tempo- 
rary, when it is direftly excluded and confuted by this rule of 
yifpiration. Is this punifhment commonly reprefented in 
terms, which of their own force imply an eternal excluficm from 
life and blefTednefs in rpifery, as lifting as their exiftence ? and , 
always fet forth without limitatipn or end ? doth reafon teach 
us that fuch a xeprefentation of it, imports it to be as durable 
and lafting as their exiftence ? and is it afcertained by the rule 
of infpiratxou before us, thai: it will be eternal ? this ought to 
oaoclude our belief of it, as the truth of God,. 

Ga We 



( 46 ) 
And that great reftoration to take place before the end of the 
world, in the final, general call of the Jews and Gentile natk 
ons into the kingdom of God, is a grand fubjeft of revelation, 
taught by Mofes and the prophets, our Saviour and his apof* 
des : it is very often repeated by the prophets, taught by our 
Saviour in his parables : awd it is obfervable he gives to the 
Jews their hope of the reftoration of their nation and the time 
of it, in his denunciation of their deftru&ion and that of Jeru- 
falem. Luke 21. 24. As Paul doth likewife in the nth tot 
the Rom. 25, making the call of the Jews and Gentiles coe- 
val, cotemporary events. 

Moreover, when thefe moft illuftrious works of divine grace 
fliall be wrought in our world, illuftrating the grace ofGod 
and the honour of the Saviour in great glory, and in which the 
happinefs of millions and millions and all the nations of the 
earth are concerned, in the ingathering of the fullnefs of Jew* 
and of Gentiles in the millenium ftate - y we find this reftitution 
defcribed and exhibited according to the importance of it, in 
the moft lively, bold, ftrong, literal and figurative defcriptions 
humane language is capable of— cc by the binding of fatan'* 
— cc the reigning of Chrift a thoufand years" — cc by a new hea- 
vens and a new earth" &c. &c. and heaven and earth called 
to rejoice in it. It is a divine reality, and will be accompanied 
with very great rejoicings in heaven and earth. 

Now, if the doftrine of the reftitution of all the damned in 
hell, was a divine reality, and a dodlrine of fuch glory as is pre- 
tended, " the very glory of the gofpel ;" we rationally con- 
clude we lhould have had it as clearly ftated, as oft repeated, 
and let forth with equal folemnity, pomp and energy of lan- 
guage ; that heaven, earth and hell would ring with the tidings : 
and heil indeed would be no more hell, that place pf weeping, 
wailing and torment it is conftantly reprefented to be, but a 
place of the greatelt mercy and joy. Do we find it fo ? Not 
a fingle fyllable of any deliverance oijt of it, and nothing of a 
defcription anfwerable to the great importance of it, if there 
was any truth in it. Contrary wife, hell is conftantly repre- 
fented as a place or ftate of wrath without mercy — of torment 
without joy — and where the configned to it, cc fhall be tor- 
mented day and night forever and ever/'. And can there be a 

more 
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ftlore m&nifeftj barefaced delufion than their dodtrine is ? One 

inftance more upon the dodtrine of reftitution. Natural death is 
a great deftrudtion — it is univerfal to mankind ; but reftituti- 
on is defigned. It is included in the firft promife after the 
apoftacy* before the fentence was paffed. And the dodtrine of 
the refurredtion runs through the revelations of God, We 
know the period of death's reign and of the commencement of 
the refurredtion is fixed* When the laft trumpet fhall found, 
the great day of the reiurredtion fhall commence. We know 
the mod important circiimftances of the refurredtion, both of 
the juft and unjuft. The bodies of the righteous fhall arife 
Spiritual, powerful, glorious, immortal in an everlafting life : 
but the wicked fhall arife to everlafting fhame, contempt and 
damnation. Thefe are inftances and illuftrations of the true 
fcripture dodtrine of reftitution. Is their* s like it ? In no in-* 
fiance, in no one important circumftance. It is no more like 
it than the delufions of fatan commonly are to the truths of 
God. If therefore we make the fcripture dodtrine of reftituti- 
on our rule in judging upon the fubjedt, (and we have none 
other, their dodtrine being oppofite to the method in which the 
true doctrine is conftantly revealed, there being no hope of 
fuch reftitution accompanying or annexed to any one defcripti- 
on of the future punifhment, and not a fingle defcription of it, 
much lefe with a clearnefs, repetition, folemnity and energy an- 
iwerable to its importance) we muft judge it an incredible and 
moft pernicious delufion. And we fhall fee it every way ex- 
cluded, confuted, and reprobated in fcripture before we have 
done with the fubjedt. 

Wherefore, in as much as the future punifhment is common- 
ly reprefented in terms oppofite and exclufive of life and blef- 
fednefs, and in every defcription of it without limitation or end, 
by the conftrudtion of reafon — the exprefs rule of the apoftle, 
and the fcripture dodtrine of reftitution itfelf ; it is ftrongly 
imported, to be without end, without hope and eternal. 

It is to be remembered, that this punifhment is not only thus 
ftrongly imported, in every defcription, but it is alfo purpofe- 
ly, exprefsly, repeatedly, literally taught and aflerted to be 
eternal; in terms, words and phrafes emphatically expreflive of 
eternity. Thus we arc taught, that the wicked " fhall be de- 

ftroyed 
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ftroyed forever :" * ftiall arife to fliame and everlafting Con^ 
tempt." f And it is afferted, cc that they fh^ll go away into 
everlafting >buniftiment :" J and " ftiall be puniihed with an 
*verlaftirtg ueftru&ion." B And in our text, cf that they; lhafi 
be tormented day and night forever and ever," In thefe and 
parallel texts we are defignedly taught the duration of their pu- 
nifhment in a literal defcription of it. It is " forever/* x< ever- 
lafting," "and forever and ever $" and this laft phrafe cc fore- 
ver and ever" is emphatically expreflive of eternity as appli- 
ed to God, to denote and deftribe the eternity of his txiftence* 
of his attributes, of his throne and kingdom^ &t. and as de* 
fcriptive of his faints everlafting happinefe : and no left em* 
phatical as defcriptive of the endlefs punifhment of the Wide* 
ed : it being never applied to deftruftion but to denote it per* 
petual, as exclufive of all idea and hope of deliveratice di- refto* 
iration, as before noted. Can there be a more certain rule to 
fix the meaning of a phrafe, than the perpetual, unvaried ufe 
of it throughout infpiration ? If this will not do it, it feeim 
•rnpoffible to 'be done. And it is obfervable, that the very 
fame words and phrafeology is ufed to exprefs the perpetual* 
tmceafing and eternal duration of the glory and happinefe 6t 
the righteous and of the punifhment of the wicked : as in the 
fentence of the laft judgment, and the phrafeology in the text 
* c day and night forever and ever." § This is the higheft* 
ftrongeft, and moft emphatic, literal defcription given us tk 
tfoe eternity of the one, and the other, and ofooth alike* And 
can this be without defign ? Now when the duration of' this 
future punifhment, is thus exprefsly, defignedly and literally 
taught us and aflerted to be eternal, in words* terms and phra- 
fes emphatically expreflive of eternity^ to fay the duration ci 
it is not determinately and -decifively fixed, appears prefump^ 
tuous and impious. 

Moreover, the figurative defcriptions rfthis puniflimcnt are 
equally ftrong, emphatical and decifive of it as hopelefs; of re» 
fhtution and of endlefs duration* What figurative' defcripti- 
ons can exhibit a ftate hopelefs of reftittition with ftronger force 
and beyond that of putrid bad fifh, caft aWay for ptitrefa&ion j 
is there any hope of their recovery for ufe ? or that of a criminal, 

mercilefs 
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inercilefs debtor, who owes ten tKoufand talents, and has no- 
thing to pay ; call into prifon, and his imprifonment to continue 
until he hath paid the laft farthing, the laft mite .? or that of a 
man not having on the wedding garment, bound hand and foot 
and caft out ofthe kingdom of God, into outer darknefs ? muft 
not his cafe be abfolutely defperate thus deprived of all means, 
tc caft out ofthe kingdom and bounci^hand and foot too ?" 
Thefe are figurative defcriptions of their hopelefs ftate, given 
by our Lord himfelf. Alike ftrong are thofe others given by 
infpiration, of their being configned to the blacknefs of dark- 
nefs forever— of their being caft by the juftice and power o£ 
teod for punifhment, into a lake of fire and brimftone. Eve- 
ry defcription moft pointedly fhewing it, hopelefs of deliver- 
ance and reftitution $ becaufe infinitely above and beyond the 
reach of means and power in all the creation. And the figu- 
rative defcriptions are equally emphatical and decifive of the 
..endlefs duration of it. It is fet forth by devouring fire, that 
fliall devour the ad verfaries— by eternal fire — everlafting burn- 
ings ; emphatically the everlafting fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels. And ifpofiible yet more ftrongly, by un- 
quenchable fire* that in the principle of it cannot be quenched 5 
" a fire that (hall never be quenched ,, — u a worm that dieth. 
not, and a fire that is not quenched." Our Lord has taught 
us in the 25 th of Matthew, what he means by this fire, the fire 
of hell. In the 41ft verfe he tells us, the wicked fhall depart 
into everlafting fire prepared for the devil and his angels. And 
in the laft verfe he tells us his meaning without a figure, literal- 
ly, " they fliall go away into everlafting punifhment." By 
this key therefore, by unquenchable fire he muft mean literal- 
ly " endlefs punifhment" — <c by the worm that dieth not, and 
a fire tjtet is not quenched, a fire that fhall never be quenched," 
he muft mean a punilhment that hath not and never fhall have 
an end. It is fet forth by fire, to denote the extremity of it 5 
and by unquenchable, that is not quenched, fhall never bfe 
quenched, moft ftrongly to denote the eternity of it. . The fi- 
gurative terms in which it is expreffed, will admit of rip other 
confiftent, literal conftrudtion, according to the key which he 
hath given us. And it is obfervable, that our Lord teacheth 
this endlefs punilhment with great folemnityy over and ove£ 
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again, as contrafted with the enjoyment of eternal life and the 
inheriting the kingdom of God (in thefe figurative defcriptioni 
of it) as of very great importance to be moft firmly believed 
and realized s in Mark 9. 43,44,45,46,47,48. In each dc* 
fcription the being call into hell— into hell fire, is contrafted 
with the entering into life or the kingdom of God : and the 
impoflibility of the latter, is ftrongly held forth in the endlefs 
duration 01 this punifhment : denoted by unquenchable fire, 
a fire that ftiall never be quenched, a worm that dieth not and 
a fire that is not quenched ; § and fo often repeated. If the 
metaphorical worm confeience dieth not, i. e. will never ceafc 
to accufe and torment them, it is naturally impoffible but that 
their punifhment fhould be as lafting as their exiftence : cc the 
fmoke of their torment (is faid) to afcend forever and ever." 
If their torments be not eternal, the figure of it <c the fmoke 
of it afcending forever and ever," could be neither true nor pro* . 
per. On the whole, the figyrative difcriptions of this punifh- 
ment, are the moft ftrong and emphatical in nature ; all of the 
fame import with the literal and decifive of it ; hopelefs of re- 

ftitution 

$ To fay this declaration of Chrift, fo oft and (blemnly repeated, can 
prove no more " than ^hat the torments of the wicked (hall laft as long 1 
as their next date of exiftence lafteth, without determining how long that . 
{hall be," is to evade and glofs away the very fpirit of the text, and avails 
not ; becaufe the Jews and difciples knew and believed in no other next 
ftate, but that which is eternal ; and the words are moft forcibly defcrip- 
tive of an eternal punifhment ; and therefore in no other fenfe could it bt 
taken by them, or defigned by our Lord. Neither doth it any more avail 
to fay, " that the words are taken from the prophecy of Ifaiah," and allude 
to the punifhment of burning dead bodies, or permitting them to lie above 
ground to be deftroyed of worms-— and " that the fire and worm" can in no 
other fenfe be faid " not to be quenched, and not to die ;" bnt as they wonlj 
continue till the carcafes were confumed."* For the idea of rqftitution, 
deliverance or removal of the bodies from this ftate of punifhment, is to* 
tally excluded and reprobated in their own conftru&ion. They (hall ne- 
ver be removed from the power of the fire and worm, till utter deftru&ion 
be compleated. And what are the characters of this punifhment fo defcri- 
bed ? It is final for this world—it is unchangeable, there is no deliver* 
ance out of it— -and it is as lafting as the fubje&s of the punifhment; the 
Carcafes to which it is applied. So when it is applied to the future world, 
the fame characters go along with the defcription of it. It is final for the 
world to come-— it is unchangeable, and there is no deliverance out of it — 
and it is as lafting as the immortality of the fubjects of it. So that the 
genuine proper force of their own CQftftru&ion, u perdition to their own 
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ftjtution and of endlcfs duration. Furthermore the fcripture 

examples of this punifhment, are equally decifive of it, hope- 
Ids of reftitution and eternal. Infpiration fets forth three re- 
markable enfamples of it — the deftru&ion of the old world in 
the flood — of Sodom and Ghomorrah confumed by fire from 
heaven — and of the unbelieving Ifraelites who periflied in the 
wildernefs, excluded God's reft, both by the oath and confum* 
ing wrath of God. Now, in each of thefe enfamples, there is 
an open, vifible, and eternal feparation between the righteons 
and the wicked — never to be re-united in this world. In each 
example, the wicked are deftroyed in a difpenfation of wrath 
only, without mercy ; in fupport of the authority and govern- 
ment of God and for the good of others, but no benefit to 
themfelves : and in each the deftru£tion is hopelefs of reftitu- 
tion, and the reftitution barred by an impoffibility, natural, 
moral or both, as will be fhewn in another place. So that it 
icems, no examples of the future punifhmflftt could be prefent- 
cd to the eye of man in this ftate, Riore in point and more ablb- 
lutely decifive of it " as hopelefs and endlefs," than thefe which 
infpiration gives us. We add one thing more to afcertain this 
point, viz. The future punishment of the wicked will be the 
fame— in the fame place of torment, and as lafting, the fame 
in duration with the devil and his angels ; which we know to 
be hopelefs of reftitution and eternal . Our Saviour and Judge 

affures 

fcheme, and a confirmation of the truth. And this is not only the necef- 
fary conftru&ion, and the terms fuch as will admit of no other, but it is 
evidently defigned by our Lord. For if he had defigned only to teach 
them, that the wicked fhould endure the future torments, without deter- 
mining the duration of them, it was Efficient to tell them they fhould be 
caft into hell fire, for this is defcriptiveof the future punifhment, and never 
once ufed but to exprefs it. On this fuppofition there needed no more ; 
and the additional defcription fo oft repeated, as inculcating and impref- 
fing fomething of very great importance, is rendered entirely needlefs, nu- 

Satory and vain. We are therefore conftrained to conclude, that our Lord 
oth defignedly give us a defcription of the perpetuity as well as extremi- 
ty of that punifhment. And he doth in fad reprefent the unceafing, end- 
lefs duration of it figuratively, " by the fire that is not quenched, and (hall 
never be quenched, and a worm that dieth not," with as ftrong force aa 
can be literally done by endlefs, eternal, or any words thai can be ufed* 
So that there is no evading the force of this text by any cavil or criticifm 
whatever. It mocks and defies the vain and profane ajjtempt. 
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affures us, that in the laft judgment he will fay to the wicked* 

<c depart from me ye curled, into everlafting fire, prepared for ; 
the devil and his angels :" configning them to the fame punifh- ; 
ment and of the fame duration. And in our text they aredefcri- 
bed as caft and tormented together "in thelake of flit and brim? 
ftone forever and ever:" determinately reprefenting the fame pur 
nifhment with the fame duration. But we know die devils are 
bound and referved in everlafting * chains, and will never be 
faved. This was the do&rine of the jewifh church, and receiv- 
ed by the infoired apoftles and chriftian church, in the firft and 
pureft age of it. For it is a principle with them, not only of' 
inftrudtion, admonition, and warning, as ufed in fcveral of the J 
facred cpiftles, but of ftrift reafoning and argumentation. So 
it is improved by St. James in the 2d chap, of his epiftle, in ar T 
guing againft a falfe, dead faith, without.works, that it cannot 
fave no more than that of the devil's. Now, if it was not a truth ; 
that the devils fhould never be^faved, an infpired apoftle would ' 
not have aflumed it as true, and as a principle of argurrientati-? 
on. And if it was not a truth, his defigned conclufion would 
not follow, viz. that the fubjefts of a falie faith, living and dy- 
ing fo, could not be faved % . Again, if it was not an univerfal- 
ly acknowledged truth in the church of God, the argument . 
could not carry univerfal conviftion in it, as it is manifeftly de- ' 
figned to do. The conclufion therefore is, that it is a certain : 
truth that the devils fhall never be fayed. Their punifhment 
will be eternal, and that of the wicked equally durable, hope- 
lefs of reftitution and everlafting. Now let it be noted, that 
this doftrine of the future punifhment runs through the revela- 
tions of God, from the firft threatning in paradife, to the 1 5th 
verfe of the laft chapter of revelations. And that it ap- ' 
pears in the whole reprefentation to be defcribed and delivered 
to the world with alike clearnefs, confiftency, precifion and 
perfeftion as other great do&rines (fuch as relate to the Meffi- 
ah, to the everlafting happinefs of the righteous, &c.&c.) which 
ran through the revelations of God. And can there in this 
view of it, be a doubt whether this punifhment be revealed to 

us 

* Jnde 6. The word aidios, here rendered everlafting, is ufed but once 
i -elides this place, and it is there ufed to defcribc eternal power and del* 
/. Rom. 1 . zo. 
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vis to be temporary or eternal ? Tift one or the other it muft be^ 

and is defigned to be afcertained. Is it revealed as temporary 
and#s what will have an end, when there is e no period put tq 
it exprefsly, by intimation or implication in any one defcripti- 
on of it whatfoever ? By no means. Is it not determinatdy 
and decifively revealed of God to be eternal, taking the feveral 
defcriptions and whole exhibitions of the do&rine together ? 
Clearly : for thus it (lands in the book of God. The firft * 
threatning imports this punifhment for fin, to be an eternal ex- 
clufion from life and bleflednefs in mifery as lading as their 
cxiftence. It is frequently deferibed by the fame word, and 
in words and terms of the fame import, and conftantly without 
a fingle variation, without period, end or limitation. It is of- 
ten in the old teftament and new, literally taught and aflerted 
to be eternal, in words and phrafes the mod ftrong and em- 
phatical, expreffive of eternity, that are ufed in the book of 
God. AU the figurative defcriptions of it are equally decifive 
of it, as hopelefs of reftitutien and of endlefs duration. Seve- 
ral of which can have no meaning if they do not mean endlefs ; 
or muft have a meaning contradi&ory to the terms in which it 
is expreffed. The fcripture examples have decifively the fame 
language and import. And this punifhment is fet forth as 
eternal, byway of disjun&ion and oppofition A as contrafted with- \ 
the everlafting life of the righteous, by a phrafe molt decifive : 
of perpetual and endlefs. The punifhment and happinefs both 
faid to be " day and night forever and ever." And it is as de~ „ 
cifively fet forth by way of connexion, the punifhment of the 
wicked the fame, and of the fame duration with the everlafting 
punifhment of the devil and his angels. On the whole, it Is 
evident the duration of this punifhment is defigned to be rer 
vealed and afcertained to us. And can it be more fo than in 
having all the parts, defcriptions, and whole exhibition of one 
import, and centuring in one point, endlefs ? Can this impor- 
tant doftrine which runs through the revelation of God, be fb 
revealed to us without defign, when defign is fo ftrongly mark- 
ed through the whole ? Or can any thing be defigned lefs, or 
any otherwife than what is clearly, plainly, fully and decifive- 
ly reprefented and imported through the whole ? It is impoffi- 
ble ; becaufe it implies defigned xalfhood and deception, de- 

ftru&ivs, 



( 54 ) 

ftruftive of the moral charadfcer of God, and of the dodtrine of 

infpiration. Moft certain then it is, that this punifhment* in 
all its everlafting terrors, will be executed upon the wicked, in 
the future and eternal ftate. God hath defigned it—- hath re- 
vealed it — is able and refolved to do it : and his wifdom, holi- 
nefs, juftice, truth and immutability infure the dreadful execu- 
tion. For the truth and immutability of God are as truly con- 
cerned in the execution of his threatnings, as his promifes. So 
taught the prophet Samuel, c< the ftrength of Ifrael will not lie 
nor repent : for he is not a man that he fhould repent."f One 
would apprehend by the united force of all this evidence the 
conclufion fhould be clear to an unbiaffed mind. If lan- 
guage hath any fixed, determinate meaning — or if all kinds of 
defcription can decisively determine any point of dodtrine — 
if the import of terms ufed, and the manner in which they are 
always invariably ufed of a fubjedt, without end — together 
with literal and figurative defcriptions, confirmed by examples, 
by contrail and by connexion, all decifively fixing the lame 
conftrudtion of a dodtrine, can afcertain the meaning and troth 
of it ; then this dodtrine of the everlafting punifhment of the 
wicked, is afcertained unto us : and we are bound to believe 
and receive it upon the authority of God, the adorable reveal- 
er of it. And there is nothing which relates to this dodtrine aa 
it ftands in the book of God, to induce the leaft doubt about it* 
And nothing in reafon, or relating to any other dodtrine, which 
ought to have any influence to it. To fay it is incredible ; 
what is it but to oppofe our folly to divine wifdom — to im- 
peachable wifdom and truth of God ? To fay the original word 
tranflated eternal, " fignifies fometimes a definite and fome- 
times an indefinite duration, and the nature of the fubjedt to 
which it is applied muft afcertain its meaning," avails nothing 
in this cafe : For this dodtrine doth not ftand or reft upon a 
fingle word. The whole exhibition of this future punifhment, 
in every defcription of it, is endlefs. Wherefore, when the 
fpirit of truth defcribes it literally in perfedt agreement with 
every other defcription, with the import of every particular and 
the whole, fo applied and in fuch connexion, it fixes the mean- 
ing to be ftridtly eternal* And the meaning is likewife fixed 

by 
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by their own rule, viz. by the nature of the fubjeft to which it 
is applied. When applied, to God and his attributes, which 
are infinite and eternal) then fay they, it muft be underftood 
ftriftly and decifively as eternal. By the fame rule, th£ nature 
of the fubjeft, when it is applied to beings by conftitution of 
nature immortal (as all mankind good and bad will be in the 
conftitution of foul and body after the refurreftion) then it 
muft mean eternal. The happinefs of the one and the miferjr 
of the other as lafting as their immortality. Their own rule ap- 
plied to this important fubjeft fixes and confirms our fenie and 
conftruftion of it. And the word is conftahtly, invariably and 
without exception ufed to mean as lafting as the conftitution of 
things to which it is applied ; of courfe, when it is applied to 
beings by nature and conftitution immortal, and in an eternal 
ftate, it muft mean eternal ; and there is not a fhadow of force 
inthcir little criticifm. Recourfe to prophetic and figurative 
difcriptions which belong to other fubjefts, can have no effeft 
to weaken a doftrine fo compleatly and decifively delivered. 
The meaning of fuch texts muft be afcertained by the fubjefts 
to which they relate. Nor will the univerfal terms ufed ret- 
pefting the doftrine of falvation and the great atonement, have 
any force to weaken the faith of this doftrine. The meaning 
of fuch terms of univerfality, muft be afcertained by the fub- 
jeft to which they relate, viz. by the terms of life and way of 
falvation revealea in the gofpel conftitution : and when fo af- 
certained, they Mall appear in perfect harmony, without the 
leaft contrar% between the gofpot doftnne of falvation and 
this doftrine of future punilhment we have been illuftrating, as 
will be fhewn in a more proper place. This doftrine fo illu- 
ftrated and eftablifhed, fuggefts to us the following remarks. 

Remark I . The fupport of the authority, laws and govern- 
ment of God, is a matter of higheft and eternal importance : 
and the greatnefs of this fanftion in fupport ofit, announces it 
to be fo to all the univerfe. This punifhment carries in it a 
declarative teftimony of the immenfe majefty and authority of 
God, the great King Eternal : the infinite evil of contemning 
and rebelling againft ii y abd counteracting the infinitely wife, 
great and good defigns of his government. It announces the 
fupport of the authority, laws and government of God, to be of 

the 



the higheft importance, and that he is infinitely able arid fcfet 
ved to fupport it in all its dignity and glory * and to carry into' 
full execution all the infinitely important defigns of it: and when 
he fhall execute it upon all the. irreconcilable enemies of hs 
kingdom, it will be feen in all its importance, andthere can nc^ 
ver be a doubt of it more. It announces the ftrongeft pofiibk 
fecurity to the faithful, and the fulfilment of all his promifesto 
them that love and obey him : for if he executes this threatrtetj 
judgment upon his enemies, which is as his ftrange work, moft 
afiuredly will he accomplifll all his works and defigns of grace 
and love, which isrhis delight, in compleating the promifed fal-e 
vation and eternal glory of all his friends and children that lovt 
and obey him. The fufferings of the eternal Soil of God,- far 
the fupport and honor of the divine authority, law and govern- 
ment, and to open the way of mercy and fecure the falvatfcto 
of all that believe and obey him, and the final deftrudtion of 
all his enemies, as a facrifice in fupport of it, announces and; 
demonftrates the importance of it with ftrongeft force conceit- 
able by us, and perhaps poffible in the nature of things; Tffife 
everlafting life, from which thofe that perifh are eternally ex 1 . 
eluded, is in itfelf of unutterable importance ; but the glory of 
the divine character, and the fupport of his authority and mfi 
vernment-in its conne&ions, doth fo infinitely furpafs it in <§£* 
nity,. excellency, worth and importance, that when they cond 
in competition, it muft be facrificed to it. And this great ex^ 
hibition pfut, muft inculcate godly fear and higheft reverence, 
with deepaflfreyerlafting impreflions, upon the fociety of thfe 
blefled. L>fpiration gives us their language, " faying, jgreat 
and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty $ juft and 
true are thy ways, thou King of Saints. Who fhall not fear thee 
O Lord, and glorify thy name ? for thy judgments are mani- 
feft."* 

Rem. 2. This do&rine fo extended throughout the reve- 
lation of God, evinces it of vaft importance, to bfc taught, br- 
lieved and realized, for the fupport of the government of God 
an J the good of mankind. Were it not of vaft importance to 
the go vernment of God, fuch an infinitely terrible punifhment 
would never have been threatned ^— would never have beea 

executed 

* Rev. 15. 3, 4. 
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executed upon rebel angels, and the impenitent of mankind :-- 
and the final execution of it upon veflels of wrath, would never 
have been fo ftrongly infured in the word of God. And it's 
being fo taught and exhibited in all the difpenfations of God to 
inen, in a ftate of innOcency, by inftruftion and exemplification 
before the law ;.and much more plainly and forcibly under the 
law and prophets, and under the Mefllah j evinces it's vaft im- 
portance to mankind in this world : to reftrain from wicked- 
iiefsj to reform the vicious, to excite to faithj to repentance, 
ted to all the purpofes of godlinefs. It feems revealed as an 
tfiential in the divine government, and fundamental in the 
fyftem of revelation; 

Rem. j; This doctrine of the future punilhrrient itt con- 
nexion with future rewards, is a full vindication of the Provi- 
dence of God t againft all the reproaches of the Ungodly and 
tniftakes of good men ; in the fcemingly unequal diipenfations 
'and diftributions of this world; Particularly, in the profpfcrity 
of the wicked, and frequent lingular fufferings bf the godly i — 
This great myftery Of providence in this world, is unfolded and 
cleared in the docTxine of retribution in the world to come. In 
it ftate of trial and difcipline, all things, mercies, afflictions, &c. 
tome alike to all; And to anfwer fome great and good defign 
Of Providence, the godly may druggie with great adverfity, 
Perfecution, &C; but in the ftate of retribdtion there ^L^bjfari' , 
open, vifible,everlaftingdifrerence between " theptgfcibusand 
the vile, him that profanely (wears, and him that fears an oath, - 
him that ferveth God and him that ferveth hi$tTfft*''§ This 
teacheth us aloud " it is not a vain thing :o ferVe-^e Lord, it is 
our life." Yea, the true and faithful ferving dtGod in this 
life, is evinced to be of the higheft poffible import^ice to us j 
by the greitnefs of the rewards and puniinments of eternity i ■<- 

Which 

§ Good men ready to faint under adverlity, need this fupport. It is 
given to them in 73d Pfalm and other feriptufes. It is A firfl principle 
with them, " fore God is good to Ifrael, to the clean in heart 1" dilhn- 
guifhingly good, and will make it fully appear in this world or that to ' 
come--- verily there is a reward for the righteous, gfeatj fure and eternal. 
" t who can behold the incOnuflent reproaches and cavils thro 



gain ft the government of God, without a mixture of pity and indignation r 
One let of men reproach and blafpheme the providence of God, becaufc 

"tiw 
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Which leads to 

Rem. 4. This dodtrine, doth moft ftrongly inforce the 
great, gofpel doflrines of regeneration, faith, repentance and 
holinefs in this world, as of utmoft neceffity and importance to 
all. Becaufe there is no door of hope, to efcape this tremend- 
ous punifhment, and inherit the great falvation of God, without 
it. It is this abfolute neceflity, that imprefles thefe do&Tines 
and duties, as of near, hoaie, cverlafting importance and con- 
cern to us. 

Rem. 5. This doftrine fets forth the love and faving grace 
of God, and value of the Saviour's blood, in the higheft point 
of importance and glory ; in effe&ing, the falvation of all that 
believe \ the whole redeemed world. For, as is the greatnefs, 
juftice and terror of this puniihment, and the greatnefs and 
glory of it's oppofite falvation ; lb, is the tranfeendent, excelling 
glory of this ineffable grace and precious blood ; whereby we 
are delivered from the one, and put in the eternal porfeflion of 
the other. • 

Rem. 7 . In this exhibition, we fee all the infpired men of 
God, who treat of this fubjeft, do fet themfelves with one mind 
and fpirit, and with like zeal and vigor to fupport this dodtrine 
of the future pnnifliment in it's eternal terrors ; to imprefs the 
belief of it \ that it might have it's full power and energy on the. 
hearts and confeiences of men, for good- This they do out of 
piety and faithfulnefs to God for the fupport of his authority, 

laws 

" the tabernacles of robbers profper, and they who provoke God with hea- 
ven-daring crimes are fecure ;" and juftice doth not overtake proud, op- 
preffing, perfecuting tyrants, who trample the poor and godly under their 
feet ; to punifh them according to their deferts : becaufe the wrongs of the 
oppreffed are not redreiTed, nor the pious diftinguiftringly rewarded here. 
Jtoint them to the day of judgment and retributions of eternity, wherein 
all things will be perfectly righted. Eternity is long enough to recom- 
penfe evil to them who do evil, and good and happinefs to the pious and 
faithful. Then, another fet of men cavil againft an everlafting difference 
to be made between the righteous and the wicked ; and fay, €t it exceeds 
all belief.'' Thus, the one cavil becaufe perfect retribution don't take 
place in this world ; and the other becaufe the moll perfect takes place in 
that to come. But in the great day, God's ways will be evinced to be 
equal and his work perfect. And in thofe eternal retributions his truth 
and righteonfnefs will fhine forth in eternal honour. And it is in part 
the dengn of that day, to ftop the mouth of cavillers— " to convince the 
ungodly of all their ungodly deeds and hard fpeeches," and eternally clear 
and filence their impious cavils and reproaches. As Jude 15 v. 
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laws and government ; and with tfce moft fincere and ardent 

benevolence to mankind, to fave them from this wrath to come 
and urge on their repentance and life. Here's the divine 
warrant for wife and good men in all ages, who have followed 
their example. But furely, no uninfpired man or men can be 
authorifed by God to a direft contrary courfe and dodtrine— 
to contradift and fubvert the faith of this great doftrine— -to 
cavil and criticife the terms in which it is -delivered to render 
it doubtful — to weaken its energy in fupport of the divine go- 
vernment in the hearts and confciences of men— and ldTen its 
influence to their repentance and life. If the infpired men of 
God were right in thus ferving God, this counter- work can- 
not be of God, but of the wicked one : it was his firft and 
great work in the feduftion of manking to fupplant the belief 
of the threatning, and thereby induce the apoftacy. And it is 
a ferious, interefting queftion, can men do his work without his 
wages ? Finally, this do&rine fhews the infinitely. alarming 
danger of all the impenitent going on in their fins. The wrath 
of God is revealed from heaven againft them : already under 
condemnation to this tremendous punilhment, fo extreme and 
never to have an end. O, who can think of and realize this 
danger as their own, without an aching heart and rnoft lolici- 
tous concern ? What can alarm them to flee from the wrath to 
come, to betake themfelves to the gofpel way of efcape and lay 
hold on the hope fet before them, if this will not do it ? If they 
hear not Mofes and the prophets, our Saviour and his apoftles 
teftifying this great condemnation to them, and withal opening 
the way of life to them in this world ; neither would they be 
perfuaded though one rofe from the dead, nor by any means 
whatever. " Wherefore awake thou that ileepeft, and,arife 
from the dead, and Chrift fhall give thee light." 

We pafs to the fecond general argument : ddly, To fliew 
the doftrine of the future punifhment before ftated, is confirm- 
ed by a variety of moft pointed declarations, fitted and defign- 
ed of God, to cut off all prefumption and hope of efcape or re- 
ftitution to the wicked, that die in their fins. 

In the firft addrefs of temptation to. mankind, the grand de- 
ceiver defigned both to fupplant the belief of the divine threat- 
ning, and implant a prefumptuous hope in the human heart of 

I q; life 
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life and blefledncfs without complying with the terms of it if, 
pointed by God in this ftate ; and againft the force of the datM 
ning. And this prefumptuous hope is deep rooted in the hu- 
man heart. It is the poifonous fource of innumerable tranf- 
greffions, difhonours to God and mifchiefs to mankind. It is 
this induces many to delay and put off duty and repentance; 
and by it they are encouraged, imboldened and hardened ift; 
iniquity to final deftru&ion. The patience and forbearance 
of God, the mercies of his providence, and all the adorable 
;race of the gofpel are perverted, by the falfe reafbnings. of th* 
teart, in fupport of it. Infpiration {hews it's deftru&ive ope* 
ration many ways. <c Becaufe fentencc againft their evil work* 
is not executed fpeedily, therefore the heart of the fons of men 
is fully fet in them to do evil." &c. &c. Now, univerfalHh 
tell us, all men (hall finally be faved, eyqn all thofe, vho com-. 
ply not with the gofpel terms of life in this world ; all the threat- 
nings and curies of the book of God againft it, notwithftand- 
ing. They tell us, cc we are brought into being ex,pe£taats of 
a bleffed immortality, and upon a foundation that will not dis- 
appoint us."H And hereby fupport and eftahlifh this hope, as 
well grounded. But a holy, heart-fearching God, beholds thia 
principle in the heart and all its corrupt operations* with great 
indignation. He ha<th denounced a variety of moft pointed de-. 
clarations againft it to extirpate it out of the hearts of mankind, 
What can be more pointed and adapted to this purpofe than 
Deut. 29. 18, 19, 20, 21 ; "Left there fhould be ampngyou 
man, or woman, or family, or tribe, whofe heart turneth away 
this, day from the Lord our God, to go and ferve the Gods rf 
the* nations : left there fhould be among you a root that bear- « 
eth gall and wormwood, and it come to pafs, when he heareth \ 
the words of this curie, that he blefs himfelf in his heart, faying* 
I fhall havepeace though I walk in the imagination (or ftub-. 
bornnefs) qj£my heart to add drunkennefs to thirft : the Lor4 
will not fpaft him, but then the anger of the Lord and his jea- 
loufy fhall fmoke againft that man, and all the curies that are 
written in this book fhall lie upon him, and the Lord fhall 
blot his name from under heaven. And the Lord fhall feparate 
him (fo accurfed) unto evil" without end. Here we have this 

fatal 

II Salvation for all men, p. 26. 
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fatal error defbribed by the fpirit of truth, in its principle, bpe^. 
ration and end. a He heareth the words of this curfe," but a-i 
gain$ all the force of it cc he bleffeth himfelf" with this pre- 
sumptuous hope, < c that he fliall have peace," eternal peace ; 
€€ though he walks on in the imagination and ftubbornnefs of 
his heart," and is encouraged, imboldened and hardened by it 
** to add drunkennefc to thirft." But oh ! how dreadful the 
end ! eternally cut off from peace and happinefs — * ' all the" 
curies of the book of God fhall lie upon him," without a hope 
of removal forever--- and fo accurfed fliall be feperated to 
evil and mifery without end. Surely to entertain and fecretly 
pherifh this prefumptuqus hope in the heart, muft be very per* 
nicious and dangerous, Put how aftonifhing ? that any who 
have the book ofGpd in their hand? fhould embrace, avow and 
openly profefs this aocurfed error, with all the curfes of the 
hook of God upon it, as an article of their faith : and under 
the colouring of fome miftaken or perverted texts, fhould preach 
this dreadful poifon to the world, as the wholefome do&rine 
of ourLprd, againft all his admonitions and warnings. Again, 
what can be more pointed for the deftrudtion of this error, than 
thofe repeated declarations of the Moft High ? " There is no 
peace, faith the Lord, unto the wicked." There is no peace* 
faith my God, to the wicked." J It cannot Jbe fpoken of the 
wicked who turn from their wickednefs to God, in this world $ 
for it is abundantly declared-" they fhall live," have mercy, 
pardon, peace witft God in this world, and eternal peace and 
happinefs in heaven. It is fpoken then to the wicked that 
<Us in a ftate ofNyickedntfs : henceforth to eternity there is no 
peace and happinefs to them. That foft, deluding turn, 
« they muft ceafc to be wicked" in a future ftate " before they 
can have peace," is evaftve and againft the fpirit of the texts ; 
vhich are defigned to cut off all hope of fuch turning and 
peace after death ^ as is evident in the language of the texts, 
and many parallel fcripturcs. To the fame pu i'p iw c it is writ- 
ten, Ifaiah 27 . 1 1 ^ <c It is a people of no underfilling ; there-? 
fore he that made them will not have mercy on them, and he 
that formed them will fhew them no favour." It is allowed 
Jpn all hands, they cannot be faved but by the favour and 

grac? 
' % Ifaiah 4$. az. and Ifaiah 57. zi. 
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grace of God. When he declareth he will (hew them no fa- 
vour, is not all hope of falvation'cut ofEby it ? We read cc the 
hope of the hypocrite fhall perifti, and fhall be cut off.*'* Now 
what is hjs hope but to enjoy eternal life and bleflednefs ? But 
his hope of-itlhall perifh, he fhall never enjoy it. For if this 
was ever trtfce, he would find his hope not cut off and periflied, 
but eftablifhed in contradiftion to the texts. The lame pre*- 
fumptuous hope, the wicked often maintain through life ; buf» 
death puts an in tire end to it. So it is written, " the defire of 
the wicked (hall peri(h ,, J— " the expeftation of the wicked 
fliall perifh"j|— - cc when a wicked man dieth his expectation 
(hall perilh : and the hope of the unjuft man peri(heth. ,, f If 
there was ever to be a reftitution to happinefs, their hope 
might be faid to be deferred ; to be delayed : but could not be 
faid to be cut off, and abfoiutely perifh at death. It is diffi- 
cult to conceive any form of exprefiion more pointed to the 
deftrudtion of this hope, and to exhibit the future punifhment 
of the wicked abfoiutely hopelefs, than thofe fo frequently ufed. 
And they are called to attend to it in this point of viewjih a- 
nother form of exprefiion equally pointed and exprelEv^i t*fal. 
50. 22. " Now confider this, ye that forget God, left I tear 
you in pieces and there be none to deliver." The execution 
of this deftru&ion, is hopelefs of redemption and a deliverer.* 
So alfo is tha^ Prow 29. 1. " He that, bejjig often reproved, 
hardeneth his neck x fliall fuddenly be deftrtfyed ancflthat with- 
out remedy. oF&e&ing." Which defau&ion in t#ms, is.di- 
redtly oppofed^o their do&rine of healing and life,*? Andqiggn 
a&ually executed 'uoon them, the rpikrablc fubje&s ofthis 
deftru&ion, are repreTeiited to be in iftate of abfc^lutpllopelefs 
defperation ; as cc calling upon mountains and rock$ to fall on 
them, and hide them from the face of him that (itteth on 
the throne, and from the face of the lamb. Becaufe the great 
day of his wrath is come, and who (hall be able to bear it ?" § 
whence this hopelefs, fruitlefs application to inanimate crea- 
tures, but from abfolute defperation ? Why not cry to God, 
and refort to his mercy ? but becaufe they know and feel them- 
felves cut off from all mercy and hope forever. Moreover, the 
pathetic addrefs of the God of love and mercy, in Ezek. 33. 11. 

is 
ffcJob8. 13, 14. j Pfal. 112. 10. § Prov. 10. 28. f P rov - **• 7- 
". 16. 17. 
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is equally pointed by ftrong implication to extirpate all hope 

of efcape or reftitution to them that die in their fins, <c Say 
r unto them, as I live, faith the Lord, I have no pleafure in the 
■ death of the wicked, but that he turn from his wicked way and 
: live : turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways : for why will you 
die, O houfe of Ifrael !" Why this pathos ? this prefling earneft 
i to turn ntfw and live ? why inforced with a why will you die ? 
but becaufe this life is the only time in which finners can turn 
and live— and in cafe they turn not, their eternal death is una- 
voidable, hopelefs, irretrievable. The infinite love and grace 
of God hath opened a wide door of mercy and hope to ape- 
rifhing world, upon gofpel terms — to finners of all nations, of 
all charadters, and in all conditions of life, in their day of vi- 
fitation. The offer is univerfal, the mercy and falvationfure 
to all who comply with the terms. But our Lord has taught 
us this door will be fhut againft thofe who negledV the terms 
of falvation. " When once the mafter of the houfe is rifen 
up and hafth fhut too the door, and ye begin to ftand without 
and to kqpek- at the door, faying, Lord, Lord, open unto us. ; 
and he fhall #ifwer and fay unto you, I know you not whence 
you are, &c. '• The connexion fhews then, there will be no 
more flriving and entrance. And he hath taught us when 
this door is and will be fhut. In the parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus, hsf^eacheth diat at death, good and bad men en- 
ter into a ftate* ofSfetribution ; and that it is unalterable to both. 
Lazarus dies, and is carried by angels into the bofom of Abra- 
ham, to a ftate of ineffable reward and happinefs. The rich 
man dies, and in hell he lifts up his eyes in torment, in a ftate 
of unutteJI^^|)Ujpiftlmcnt. And Abraham's anfwer to him, 
fhews the ftate unalterable. " Befides all this, between us and 
you there is a great gdlph fixed ; fo that they which would pafs 
from hence to you cannot : neither can they pafs to us, that 
would come from thence."f If this doth not mean there is 
no intercourfe and no alteration of ftate to the one or the other, 
what can be meant by it ? At death then, this door is fhut to 
every finner that dies in iniquity. And he further teaches it 
will be fhut to all the wicked, in the day of judgment : for 
then they fhall be fentenced and go away into everlafting pu- 

nifhment." 
£ Luke 13. 24, 25. f Luke 16. 22, 3, 4, 5, 6. 



nilhftlent.*^ And he confirms their hopelefs, helplefs ddbti6> 
tion by the ftrongeft figures by which it can be reprefented, as 
before noted. Paul likewife teaches the impoffibility of falva- 
tion to thofe who negleft it in the ptefent ttate : ik How fhall 
We efcape if we negleft fo great falvation ? Heb; a* 3. — and 
that apoftates fhall have no benefit by the facrifice of CHrifh 
ch* 10* v* 26, 27. "tb them there remains no mord fifcrifice fof 
fins :" i. e* they fhall have no benefit by this or any Other fo 
crifice. What then remains to them ? nothing <c but a fear- 
ful looking for of judgment (without mercy) and fiery indig- 
nation, which fhall devour the adverfaries*" A ftrong way dt 
exhibiting their hopelefs deftxu&ion. And he teacheth us* 
thofe who make the death of Chrift vain, as to the great de-» 
figns of it in thfc world, fhall be forever cut off from the etrr* 
nal benefits of it. He tells the Galatians, " if righttoufhefi 
come by the law, then Chrift is dead in vaip." <xal« 2. 21* 
Then in ch. 5. 2. ic behold I Paul fay unto you, that if yebtf 
circumcifed (in expe&ation of righteoufnefs by the law) Chrift 
fhall profit you nothing/' % Shall Chrift profit them nothing? 
Surely they fhall be forever cut off from the eternal redemp* 
tion and benefits of his purchafe. Yet the univerfalifts fay, 
they fhall all be infinitely profited and eternally faved by Chrift 
Can any tenet be in more dire£t oppofition and contradi&iort 
to the do&rine of infpiration ? From hence it is obvious, all 
their teftimony, adduced from the writings of St< Prfulj afe cer- 
tainly mifconftrudions of his true meaning : for he certainly 
never taught fuch palpable contradiction. St. James, in the 
2d. ch- ofhis epiftle, defignedly proves, the fubje&s of a falfej 
dead faith and hope fhall never be faved* Alledging they can- 
not be faved according to the example of Abraham* the father 
of the faithful, and pattern of all that ever will be faved : they 
cannot be faved no more than the devils. St, Peter tells us, 
the wicked " fhall utterly perifh in their own corruption." § 
The fame phrafeology and manner of expreflion as is ufed for 
the definition of the Amalekites, and of myftical Babylon by 
fire, Rev. 18, 8. where it is defigned to denote and defcribe 
perpetual defolation, hopelefs of reftitution. We need adduce 
no more teftimonies, thefe are clear, full and abundant to the 

ptirpofe 

lit Matthew 25. 41 and alt. 5 2 Peter 2. 12* 



i £urpo& for which they aire alledged.Jj Thefe numerous deela- 
« rations are evidently defigned and fitted in infinite wifdom, to 
i cut off all hope of efcape of the future punifhment, and of re- 
i ftitiition and deliverance out of it> to thofe who die in their 
I fins. Confequcntly they do moft dfccifively determine their 
{ purtifhyient will be as lafting and endlefs as their cxifttnce. It 
t is fcarce conceivable that any words> mode or form of exprefli- 
r on can be made ufe of more dear, pointed, convincing and for- 
, cible> than thofe we havt cited^ to extirpate this prefumptuous 
'. hope out of the hearts of men $ and this error that eftabliflies it # 
, out of the world* If the fcriptures are of ufe to us> learned and 

tinlearnfed> how can we (giving attention to it) miftake the # 
. truth, in & cafe of fuch plain, pradtical importance* For the 
" God of truth aflures us> "there is no peace to the wicked, all 
the curfes of his book fhall lie upon them*" But they teach^ 
u the wicked that live and die in their fins lhalL be faved and 
have eternal peace/' The one teacheth> <c the hope of the 
hypocrite and wicked* ftiall be cut off and perifh :" the other* 
that they are brought into being expe&ants of a bleffed immor- 
tality> arid upon a foundation which will not difappoint them* 
God declares he will Ihew them no favour : they declare they 
fliall have cvcrlafting life in his favour. The one declares, they 
fliall be deftroyed without remedy or healing t . the other, that 
they (hall have everlafting healing and peace* The Ipitit of 
infpiration arinouhces, cc Chrift Ihall profit them nothing :" they 
tell Us, they (hall be finally faved and eternally profited by 
him* In a Word, the (pirit of truth afiure* ub> cc they fliall ut- 
terly perifh in their own corruption," their fins : they tell us 
they (hall not utterly peri(h in their fins, but finally be laved*, 
How is it poflible any man of common fenfe, giving attention 
to it, can miftake the truth in a cafe fo plain and of fuch eter- 
nal importance, unlefs he loves error better than truth ? Of 

what , 

|| The "Do&or is exprefs in point : He tells us "the common way (i. e« 

falvation by the ipirit and grace of God) is in the ufe of appointed 

means : nor is there erbund of hope in the revelations of God. to be fared 



of falvation by the ipirit and grace of God) is in the ufe of appointed 

is there gftond of hope in the revelations of God, to be ' 
any other way." Seal. Tha'tsrp. 16$ : and again p. 280 — the do&rineof 



the bible, " makes no provifion of mercy for tinners continuing fuch ; but 
pofitively excludes them the kingdom of heaven* notwithstanding the grace 
ff God, and merit* of th« Redeemer ." 
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what ufe are the fcriptures, or our reafon to undcrft and. them, 
if we*cannot be afcertained in a matter fo obvious ? For wfco<& 
words ihall (land in the day of 1 judgment and throughout eter- 
nity, the words of the God of truth or of deiuckd incn ? "Can 
this error live with Christians who have the book of God is 
their hands, when all the curies of it are krvfellod: againft it for 
its defifuition ? and when it is fo ftrongfcy teftrfiied againft bp i 
Mbfes and the prophets, in the book of malms, ad by our Sa«- 
vlour "arid his apoftfes ?.. Tliefe divine teitomonie^fliew it vefjr 
pernicious and dangerous to harbour this^pnfdxirnptuou& hop* 
ih the heart t but it is beyond expreffion dangerous to tcach*he 
error that eftabliffieth iahd conflrn&s it. Wlllitftill be pre- 
tended, that it is not a do&rine. of licaitiou&efei when wgiee 
it fo ftrongfy teftified ag^inft, as an evil mGfcpeFnidoti^to&t 
irftereft otthe kingdom of God and to the foul* of; men fr and 
is ir\ truth the grand plot of the wicked one, for thief tibvacrfion 
of 43pth ?' when tKc pernicious operation' of it i; traced' out ifr ' 
fcripture in a variety 'of ways, arid reafon, experience:and:ob* 
fervation pfeFr^y teach ks evil operation ? in a word, whenm* 
natural r op£efation is deftrii6Sive of all good^ and inlet to aU? 
wkrketfoefe ? What is fiich pretence, but aa infult upon the 
lihderftahding and common fenfe of mankind ? Their beftiak 
yd, cc that moral depravity is inconfiftfcnt with rational happi* 
riefi," and : the fufferings of. the wicked in the next, ftate wilt 
be great and long ; taken in connexion with their furc hope of; 
recoVerv from this depravity and mifery to eternal lifq^ is.a- 
flimfy buGnefs and weak defence agai^ft the current of cor- 
nipt nature, and force of temptation. The fame evil turn ,o£ 
Heart, that indue ethmen to put far away the evil day, wiH di* , 
miriiffi the teirors of this puniffiment : and the fubfequent good 
arid happinefs they teach, wiDingfofs the imagination ; andih& 
pfaftiCJ^Tahguage of the vicious 'Will be " we are. deltverodto 
thefc aBominations/' This is obvious to thofe who have atten- 
ded to human nature * Since the God of love, the infinitely bfe- 
nevolent Saviour, and^moftwif^pi^, gpat,, good^nd bene- 
volent men that evef liyed wiiiadGO^hiw 
forth fuch ftrortg exertions to fave men from thkaccurfed pre- 
fumptionand error, wkh 4ftits fatal conferences, And to in-* 
duce than to turn and live s iycly, cblcltie^indlukfewarmi 
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ncfs in us, wobkl be very incxcufable, highly criminal : as we 

are taught fC on fbrne have compaffiori — others fave witlf fear 
{railing them oat of the fire."* What is their pretence and 
fhew of benevolence* in prof effing and inculcating this error* 
but light; vain and empty, when contracted with this itrimenfer 
benevolence of God and die Saviour, with the illuftrious be* 
hevokfnce of the beft of men, in their wife, companionate^ 
ftrong exertions to iave men from this fatal prefumptfcn ancj 
drror : die ruin of it in this w&rld, and eVerlafting deftrudion 
in the world to cofcw ? " What is the dlaff to the wheat ?" 
Thefc ftroing teftimonies from he&v&n* want us of the evil and 
danger afprcfbmphitous hopes—to beware of entertaining any 
hope of eternal H|e> but In compliance with the gofpel terms 
£f life--~to beware of every , treacherous device of our own 
hearts, oi by the artifice of others to lull us in fecurity in fii}> 
to delay and put off repentance and turning to God, arid es- 
pecially to encourage, imbolden, and harden \is in iniquity, 
when we fee the ond is deftrt&ioh, hopelefs and eyerlaiting. 
Moreover, they teachus aloud, the vaft importance of a well im- 
provement of life and time and theirieaj^ot falvation in our hands 
•t-rthe hifiniteirfiportance of feeking^ (roving and fecuring the 
things of our eternal peace in.this.day of Our visitation, ^With 
what an emphaiis do they bring hdme the apoftoiic admoniti- 
on, cc behold now is the accepted titae, now is the day of fat* 
vation," in which, againft all deluding artifices and temptati- 
ons, we fhoiild prefs into the kingdom of God with violence, 
fince the feafqn of the prftfent life loft, we are loftto etern^jr. 
3dly. This doftrinc of the future punishment, is farther 
■ confirmed by the eonftitution of nature, which conrte&s fin and 
mifery together, and will make the finally wicked neceffarily 
miferable as long they h&vcexfttehce ; unlefs this eonftitution 
be annulled or fuperfeded by the grace of God, the author of it, 
which, by many declarations, he affures us lhall never be. The 
connexion of fin and mifery in the eonftitution of nature, is 
the diftate of reafon, of corifrience, experience and obfervatU 
on through the world. A do&rine frequently taught in reve- 
lation and allowed by our opponents ; who fay, " a marl will 
be miferable, while he is wicked, and that he mult be Yirtuout 
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in order to be happy." This conftitution of nature is in-. 
wrought in the revealed conftitution of God j and an impor-. 
tant part of the difcipline of this ftate confifh in the natural 
confequenccs and rewards of virtue and vice i and fuch is the 
force of it, that often thofe vrho go on in iniquity find their 
way lined or hedged up with briars and thorns : fuch is ths 
bitter fruit of their fins, that, their way to deftrufition is hard 
and miferable. And what is much to our purpofe, they ma* 
ny times fin beyond repentance and recovery in this world. 
Not a few of the vicious and profligate reduce themfelvcs to a 
imiferable, untimely end. Intemperate gluttons dig their graves 
with their teeth : and others their's, in their different ways of 
vice. Many have fad experience of the truth of that ncgled* 
ed admonition of king Solomon, cc and thou mourn at the laft 
■when thy flefh and body are confumed, and fay, how have I ha* - 
ted inftru&ion, and my heart defpifed reproof/'* Now this 
fa a prefagc and premonition they may fin themfelvcs into mi- 
fery beyond repentance and redemption in the world to come, 
as well as in this world, This do&rine of nature teachcth 
them to expeft mifery, and that only, as the fruit of final ob- 
ilinate wickednefs. And thus it muft beunlefs this conftitu- 
tion be annulled or fuperfeded by the grace of God, "Will A 
wife, holy, fin-hating and fin-avenging God, in favour of the 
■pbftinately wicked, annul this conftitution, and therewith, the 
wholefome, important inftruftions it now gives to the world 
to flop, to reclaim the vicious, and to inforce their repentance 
and life ? Hath he declared he will annul or fuperfedc it ? In 
no wife — but repeatedly the contrary. Our Lord afiurt* 
us in moft peremptory terms* " verily, verily, I fay unto 
you, except a man be born again, he cannot fee the kmgdom 
of God." J What is this but a confirmation of this conftitu- 
tion as unalterable ; whereby the habitually wicked cannot en? 
joy the kingdom of God •, and except they be fpiritually and 

morally 

• Prov. 5. ii, 12. H The Doclor tells us, Sermons p. 236 in his note, 
*' l^en by the increafe of their obftinacy in fin, may increafe the impro- 
bability of their being favingly wro't upon ; yea, they may become fo Har- 
dened and perverfe, as to be beyond the poflibility of obtaining this mcr- 
? cy." Whkh it is evident could not be the cafe,, if all were fo include 
in ..jfee gofpel plan of mercy, as tha^t they fhould finally be faved. 
J John 3. 3. ' , 



morally changed in this ftate they can never fee and enjoy 
that glorious kingdom ? We have feen the repeated declara- 
tions of God, c * that there is no peace to the wicked,"-,--," that 
their hopes are cut off and perifh at death." Doth this fpeak 
this conftitution annulled, or confirmed ? It is declared of the 
wicked cc they fhall eat of the fruit of their own way, and be 
filled with their own devices,"--^* fhall be filled with mif- 
chief/* — " fhall be filled with their own ways :"$ Strongly 
importing the perpetual force of this divine conftitution againft 
them in way of punifhment. Still will they imagine, they 
(hall fome how be delivered from this bondage of corruption, 
and the fatal eonfequences of their own folly, to the liberties 
of the fons of God. God fees the deluding imagination, and 
meets it with that awful declaration c ' his own iniquities fhall 
take the wicked himfelf, and he fhall be holden in the cords 
of his fins," Still he hopes for extraordinary inftruftion and 
means of deliverance ; to cut olF which it is added, " he fhall 
die without inftruftion, This expefted inftruftion) and in the 
-greatnefs of his folly fhall he go aftray, "f u Their feet (we 
are told) go down to death, and their fteps take hold on hell," 
by natural tendency, by defert, and by the connection of this 
eftabHfhed conftitution of God. And they fhall be turned 
iinto hell, which fhall be the portion of their cup." || God and 
heaven are reprefented as the heritage and portion of the 
godly : the wrath of God and punifhment of hell, as the heri- 
tage and portion of the wicked. If the one be unalterable and 
eternal, why not the other ? The fcriptures make no differ- 
ence in point of duration, and uninfpired men cannot " in the 
portion of their cup." Again, we are exprefsly taught, " de- 
ifcruftion and mifery are in their ways,"* " and deftruftion is 
their end."t In what ftronger terms can the perpetual opera- 
ting force of this conftitution againft them, be held forth to us ? 
If God feparates them from his*prefence and love, and lets loofe 
their guilty thoughts upon them, " the worm that dieth not," 
their end muft be deftruftion and mifery, as lafting as their 
exiftence. And how repeatedly, is this declared, « that their 
end fhall be according to their works,"f " that their end is 

deftruftion > 

$ Prov. i. 31. ch. 12. 11. ch. 14. 14. t Prov. 5. 22, 23. 
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definition," " that their end is to be burned."! And by iht 

fentence of the laft day, this end <f is everlafting dfeftruftion 
from the prefence of the Lord and the glory of- hi* pwer/ 1 * 
There is no evading fuch plain declarations, in terms of fueh 
determinate and dfecifive import, but by grofi sfcfirixljty toll 
contradi&ion. To fty, ^at definition *ai not be tfee find 
end of the wicked, is faying, this confttaitiQf* of rt attire wHlfil 
annulled and fuperfeded, agjrinft all thtfe divine teftiitiohkii 
which declare and infure it's eftabliihiticftt^i^exemplifiejatiari 
in their foturc punifhment. To fay this is their end, and jit 
they will have another ; is holding up and maintaining in ab* 
fund contradi&ion, in terms. It is their end-— and y^t it is not 
their end. For nothing can have two ehdiogs* afoy more tfaae 
two beginnings. To iay, cteftru&kra is their end, yet thoy 
ihali he faved and have eternal life their end, is at once to eda* 
found the two doctrines ; ami diredtty ta oonttadidk- the letter 
stad grand intention of the fpitit of truth, in thefe repeated de- 
clarations. For they are defigned to tcich us the, iA&rittlf 
different reWaids and ptmilhments, ftates attd ends of the rids- 
teous and wicked in die future world ; according to their cb 
rafters and works in this Hfe. The one have their fnrit untfc 
holinefs, and the end everlafting Hfe-f-*he other, bearing fruiti 
of iniquity, their end eternal death ; as afcitivfe to ihflufencoand 
govern the hearts and lives of mankind. In a word, to fajr 
they fhall be punilhed with deftru&ion as their end*, according 
to their works in this ftate, as the rule and meafure of judg- 
ment, and yet affirm that by the plan of mercy ■> this fame con- 
ffitution by which they are condemned, agaihft this rule and 
meafure of judgment given it ( not according to their works in 
this ftate) they lhall be finally iaved and rewarded with eterad 
life, is to deftroy the ruk of judgment — utterly to conferral 
language — to confound the fcripture do&rine of rewards and 
punishments--- and to exhibit the government of God, without 
wifdom, righteoufnefs and . perfeftion, grofsly inconfiftent. 
Thefe fcripture teftimonies feem full and clear, that this di- 
vine conftitutton will never be annulled or fuperfeded in fa- 
vour of the wicked that die in their fins ; and ftrongly witnefi, 
that God will furely eftablifh and exemplify it in their future 

deftro&ioii 
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\ d<eftru6h<tfu Of coorfe, upon their own principles, " their 
^ raifery muffc be as lafting as their immortality*" One would 
U apprehend, that a do&rine thus, founded in the conftitution of 
^ natrua, fb clear in it's evidence, fo ftrongly attefled and. con- 
? firmed in the revelations of God^and fo infinitely intereftingin 
^ it's nature and confequences, fliould convey convi&ion andt 
^ iftxpreffioa to every heart/tihat was not fully rcfolved againft 
a cbnvi&ion. For how vain to expeft reftitution or end of pm* 
B riUbment from that revelation of God, which fo exprefsly, pe- 
u remptority and repeatedly copigns the wicked to all the mi*-. 
3 feriei of an unchangahle confutation of nature, as their end, in 
^ the future audi eternal world/ 
" ThistfubjeA gives us an ^alarming viewof the exceeding: evil * 
^ and danger of nn, in it's nature and operations, as well as -defers 
~ It is coniie£bed in nature and, in it's fure operations with the 
~ raifery and deftru&ion of thofe in whom it reigns, and who fall ■ 
7 aprcy to the power of it. This fhbjeft difcloles the fallacy and i 
^ deceit' of all th$ temptations of the wicked one. He tempts: 
"" men to. believe the way of fin, is* the way. of pleaftire, profit,. 
: happinefs — but 'tis the way ofdeftruftion an^lmifery, of that* 
I only and to eternity ; if a righteous Godconfigos them, but to 
; the natural and fatal coafequences ofiit. How great a deliver 
ranee, the dejiveraaoc from the power as well as guilt of fin, lb; 
cffenually neceffajpy t» thelife and happinefs of immortal fouls ? ' 
-* The glad tidings o&aSaviour, to lave us from our. fins ia . 
this worid as well as from the wrath to come, fhould be glad^ 
tidings of great-joy to us. Surely* a glorious, Chrift, given of 
God to this gtokt purpofe, is worthy of all acceptation of a • 
guilty world. This doctrine demonftrates the neceflky and * 
credibility of a fupernatural revelation from God. One would • 
think, fober deifts would eafiiyand readily perceive it. For it 
is demonftrable, or rather is; felf-evident from the conftitution 
of nature, finners can have no deliverance and falvation, but by 
a fupernatural remedy provided of God. And this can he » 
known to us in this world, only by fupernatural revelation 
from him. 

4thly *. The doftrinc of the future punifhmen t, as hath been 
ftaeed, is abundantly confirmed, by* and throughout the whole 
wnftkutiot^ Aqright-vkwof thegolpelconfti* 
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tution, is of gixat moment on all accounts ; and particularly) 
for the decifion of this controverfy . This well Hated and aj> 

flied, we apprehend fufficient to determine it, to fatisfa6tion< 
would therefore exhibit) a general view of it* — and then a 
number of particulars, which all confpire with united force to 
one central point— a clear decifion of the matter in difputc* 
This divine conftitution* is a conftitution of government and 
mercy." As an institution of government, it is fitted and 
defigned by infinite wifdom, to exhibit, fupport, illuftrate and 
exalt the chara&er, authority and government of God in higheft 
glory, in the falvation of perilhing finners of mankind. It is 
fitted and defigned to reduce us, to a willing, cordial fubje&ion 
and obedience, in the way prefcribed, by conftitution* And a 
a difcipline of the heart and life, to form the minds and conver- , 
fations of mankind in this ftate, to a meetnefs for the heavenly 
inheritance; and is inforcedwith the higheft fan&ions in nature, 
in the univerfe, thofe of eternity. As an inftitution of mercy, 
it is defigned to exhibit to us, the eternal plan of mercy in 
Chrift, plainly and particularly, as to "the terms," rc the way" 
and "the time ;" in which, mercy and falvation may be obtain- 
ed, by it. This, being moft effential and important for us to 
know, is made as plain, as it is important. This door of mercy 
and falvation is now opened to the whole world, upon the famd 
terms ; but is limited to this life and ftate. At this clofe, it is 
Ihut up forever. The letter, fpirit, and whole frame of the 
gofpel conftitution, fhews it made for mankind in this ftate j 
and not in the future : and that mercy and falvation muft be 
obtained in this world, or never. Herein, are fet forth the two 
grand periods of limitation as to time, when mercy may be had 
by us. This life to every one individually-— and the , end ci 
this world, to the whole race of mankind. Then the fcene 
clofeth in a ftate eflentially different iii refpeft to the admini- 
ftration of the divine government itfelf, and all the fubje&s of 
it. Then, this inftitution of mercy will operate no more* in 
way of mercy and relief to thofe who are loft : but end, with the 
finifliing the adminiftration of Chrift's kingdom ; whd now 
rules, difciplines and faves them that are faved, by this confti- 
tution. Yet, this conftitution as an inftrumtat of govern cheat*! 
will remain in full force-— and operate moft ftronglyj fe»jt in 4 
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way eflentially different from what it now doth, viz. as a rule 
of judgment and final decifion of the ftates of all mankind $— * 
and in the way of rewards and punifhments, only. 

This we apprehend to be a juft, general exhibition and view 
of the gofpel conftitution, in the nature, defign and operations 
of it, refpefting mankind, A few illuftrations will fhew the 
juftnefs and confirm the truth of it. The tenor of the revela- 
tions of God, exhibits the following important truths in their 
connexion, viz. This world made and earth given to the chil- 
dren of men, for a temporary ftate of refidence and abode-^- 
mankind, in fucceffive generations introduced upon this The- 
atre, as being made, a&ing, and defigned for a future and eter- 
nal ftate. The word of God, the covenant of his grace in every 
difpenfatiori of it ; with the miniftry, inftitutions and fervices 
of religion appointed by God : together with the whole ceco- 
nomy of providence in all it's difbenfations of light and dark- 
nefs, mercies, judgments, trials, ore. all fitted and defigned in 
way of difcipline, to form the minds, memory and charafters 
of mankind for a future and eternal judgment, and an eternal 
ftate of retribution. All centerings in the grand conclufion, 
" that this ftate and world, to mankind, is a ftate of difcipline 
and trial, only — the next, the invifible one, a ftate of rewards 
and punifhments, only ;" as contrafted with the idea of difci- 
pline, or change of char after and ftate. And the more clofely 
we attend to the tenor, fpirit, and complexion of the gofpel 
conftitution, the evidence of it, rifes more clear, ftrong and 
irrefiftable. For the provifion of mercy made in it, is not for 
the fallen angels and the difobedient fpirits of mankind con* 
figned with them, to the infernal prifon : for verily our Saviour 
cc took not" on him the nature of angels," (to be a mediator 
for the fallen angels, and their affociates in mifery) <c but he 
took on him the feed of Abraham ;"* to be a mediator for 
mankind 5 to carry into effedt the gofpel plan of mercy in this 
world. And the whole oeconomy and dilpenfation of Chrift's 
kingdom in this world, clearly evinces this conftitution made 
for mankind in this ftate, and it's faving operations limited, to 
this world. The grand apparatus of all faying means therein 
appointed, are for this ^orldonly $ audnot the future. " Thp 
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gofpcl is the power of God to falvation to every one who be- 
lieveth in this life, only : the miniftry of reconciliation is to 
reconcile men to God in this world, only : the ordinances of 
this conftitution are for this ftate, only : none will be admitted 
by baptifm into our Lord's kingdom, in the invifible world \ 
and the ordinance of the Lord's fupper will be no more (the 
end of it being compleatly aftfwered) when, at the end of thia 
world, our Lord (hall come and finilh his kingdom with infinite 
glory : and the difcipline of his kingdom is for this ftate only, 
cc that men may not be condemned with the world" in the day 
oFjudgment. Likewife the addrefs and invitations of* mercy 
and offers of falvation are all to men in this ftate, only : not a 
finglc one extended to thofe in the infernal prifon. The wit 
dom of God cries aloud, cc Unto you O men, I call, and my 
voice is to the fons of men. "J All the means of grace, by way 
of feeking, driving, &c. are appointed and prfefcribed only to 
mankind in this ftate. || The terms of life fet forth in this con- 
ftitution, are limited to this ftate, only. " He that believeth 
in this life, fhall be faved" in the world to come* cc He that 
believeth not" in this life, fhall be damned in the world to come. 
The commands to believe and repent, inforced with moft glo- 
rious encouragements, are only to men in this world : — not a 
fingle command or encouragement to any, in the future ftate. 
And moft of the commanded duties, thofe of felf-denial, chari- 
ty, &c. are peculiar to this ftate. . Above all, the great promifes 
and threatnings, to inforce the terms of life and requisitions of 
duty prefcribed in this conftitution j are made, to things done 
or not done, in this life. Not. a fingle promife or threatning 
to any thing, as done or not xjloocj in the future ftate. Which 
is a demonftration, it is wholly adapted to mankind in this 
world, and will never operate, t<a fave any, that die in their fins. 
When men die out of this world, they die out of this conftitu- 
tion, and can have no benefit by it, but what is connected with 
their tranfadtions in this life. . " For there is none of this work 
and device, to be done after we go to the grave, "f cc The night 
comethj fays our Lord> when no man can work."§ Meaning 

the 

X Prov. 8.4. || We have before noted, the Dr. tells us, Seaf. Tho'ti 
p. 265, there is no ground of hope in the revelations of God, to be (avfJ 
any other way but in the ufe of theft appointed nean9* 

t SccL 9. to. ( John 9. 4* 



I? 

1 



( 75 ) 
the works of this life, preparatory to eternal life. Paul tells us, 

" after death (without change of charafter or ftate) the judg- 
ment, "f Then will all be judged. } and execution be done, 
iC according to their works and the things done in the body." 
We before obferved, that our Lord teacheth us, in the parable 
of the rich man and Lazarus, that at death good and bad, enter 
into a ftate, not of difcipline, but of retribution. And he pro- 
mifes the penitent thier, " this day fhalf thou be with me in 
paradife. ,, We read " of the fpirits of the juft made perfeft," 
and of unimbodied " fpirits, of difobedient mankind, in pri- 
fon." Moreover, as the whole gofpel conftitutiop is thus c- 
vidently adapted to mankind in this ftate j and all the means 
and faving operations of it, thus uniformly reprefented as limi- 
ted to this life and ftate ; fo it is of importance to add — " all 
the promifes of the Spirit of all grace (the adorable fanftifier of 
all that are and ey^r will be faved) are made to men in this life 
only." All hopes of the Spirit's ftriving with the wicked, end 
at death. For the Lord hath declared, «« his Spirit fhall not 
always ftrive with man." And as a confirming teftimonv of it 
to the world, he brought the fiood upon the old world, and 
fliortned the life of man, Gen. 6.3. Now, if his drivings with 
men be not limited to this life and world, and if he is ever to be 
given to them after death and in torment * this fhortening the 
life of man, could be no confirming evidence, *' that he fhould 
not always ftrive with maiv" To fuppofe it, is to deftroy this 
public witnefs and teftimony of God, AH the promifes of die 
Spirit given us by the prophets, (and they abound with them 
to the church of God, for the eonverfion of Jews and Gentiles, 
&c.) are evidently madp, ta mankind in this ftate^ only. Was 
it true, that fo great a change was ever to be made by his grace, 
in the damned, as they tell of s it is incredible beyond expref- 
fion, that no promife, no notice fhould be given of it, He is 
not to be given to them, and therefore we are folemnly cauti- 
oned <c to grieve not the Spirit/' accompanied with that pref- 
fing earneft, « to day, after fo long a time 5 to day, if you will 
hear his voice, hearden not your hearts."* In the day of judg-r 
ment we arc told, the wicked ct lhall be punifhed with an ever- 
lafting deftru&ion from the prefence oTthc l-Qrd /' but where 
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the Spirit of .the Lord is, there is his prefehce to purppfe.— 
This fentence then cuts of all hope of this gift, to lan&ify 
and fave them. 

It is very clear in this conftitution, that all who are now hcin 
and fhall finally poffefs the great falvation <c are new creature^ 
created in Chrift to good works" by the grace of this divine 
Spirit. " They are wafhed, juftified, fan&ified in the name of 
the Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of our God." But all hopes 
of falvation, to them (that die in their fins) by the facrifice and 
Spirit of Chrift, is intirely cut off, by that declaration of Paul, 
Gal. 3. 13, 14. c< That he was made a curfe, that we might 
receive the promife of the Spirit, through faith." It is obvious 
from this text, that the facrifice of Chrift is not defigned, nor 
will operate to the falvation of any, but thofe who receive the 
promife and gift of the Spirit :— and it is equally obvious, that 
the faith, by which we receive the promife, is a grace in this 
life : — and a-like evident, that the purpofe for which the pro- 
mife is made and the Spirit is given, " is fan&ification and 
holinefs in this life." " That we being delivered out of the 
hands of our enemies, might ferve him without fear, in holinefs 
and righteoufnefs before him, all the days of our life."g 4c That 
we through the Spirit, might mortify the deeds of the body and 
live," &c. &c. Confequently, as no promife of the Spirit is 
made to them that die in fin and unbelief— -after this life :— 
and as it is impoffible to them, to receive the Spirit in that 
ftate, to anfwer the grand purpofe, for which he is purchafed, 
promifed, and given in this life : fo, all poflibility of falvation 
is cut off to them, by tjiis declaration of the prefcribed method 
of falvation, in the gofpel conftitution. For " the method of 
grace eftablifhed in this conftitution, has all along been, now 
is, and always will be, the only way of life, for finful man."* 
In this curfory view, it feems very evident, that mankind under 
this divine conftitution are in a ftate of inftrudion, difcipline 
and trial for improvement, and that this life and ftate is their 
only feafon for fecuring mercy and falvation : arid that all fav- 
ing means, and the grace of the Divine Spirit to render them 
effeftual to falvation, are limited to this life and world. The 
nextrftate, is a ftate of retribution, only. And as this is a 

doftrine 
Jl Luke 1 . 70, to 76. * So the Ox. tells u& ia his uotCr Sermons p. 38. 
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do&nne of very great practical importance, fo our Lord hath 

taken care abundantly to confirm it, in a variety of parables.. 
He mod plainly, and of fet purpofe teacheth it to the world, in 
the parable of the fower,j- — in the parable of the net cad: into 
theiea,§— in the parable of the pounds, J and in that of the 
talents* Who can read thefe parables with attention, to- 
gether with his own expofition of them ; in conne&ion, 
with his reprefentation of the laft judgment, as the clofc 
of that of the talents, in the 25th ch. o? Matthew, without 
feeing it his manifeft defign to teach us, " this (late under his 
adorable adminiftration, is a ftate of trial and difcipline to man- 
kind, to form their characters for a future judgment, to com- 
mence at the" end of the world ; and as connected with an un- 
utterable and eternal ftate of retribution. Doth he not teach, 
at the end of the world, he will come perfonally in his glory, 
to finiih the adminiftration of his kingdom, and fetde the great 
concerns of it with all his fubje&s, for eternity ? and that he 
will fettle them in a judicial governmental way, in the way of 
retribution, and in a ftate of rewards and punifhments ? For 
when he comes to judgment cc his rewards are with him ;" not 
to give all men falvation, nor to confign a part of mankind to 
another temporary ftate of difcipline ; and fo leave the great 
affairs of his kingdom, unfetded : no, but to fettle them effec- 
tually, and unalterably, c< by rendering to every man according 
to his works, and the deeds done in the body." For he re- 
peatedly affures us, " he will call all to an account :" that he 
will feparate " the good from the bad, the wicked from the 
jiift :" that the good and faithful, fhall receive his divine ap- 
probation with ineffable rewards : but flothful, unfaithful fer- 
vants, and all their works of iniquity, " fhall be caft out of 
his kingdom," from all the means and grace of it ; c< caft out of 
his kingdom into outer darknefs," as contrafted with all the 
glorious light and grace which now fhines in his prefent ad- 
miniftration ; u fhall be caft out into a ftate of weeping, 
wailing and gnafhing of teeth :" and that his folemn decifions 
in that day, fhall be forthwith put in execution, and terminate 
in this moft important iffue, viz. cc that the wicked fhall go 

away 

•f Mat. 13. 361044. § lb. 47 to 51. % Lake 19. 13 to 28. 
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away into everlafting punifhment, but the righteous into life 

eternal." And Paul teaches us, then will be the end, and he 
will " give up the kingdom to God the Father." The ad- 
miniftration of the kingdom of mercy now comes to an ever- 
lafting end, and ending in infinite glory : *" God will be all 
in all" in adminiftration to eternity. Thus, after the judg- 
ment is paft, the adminiftration of this great and eternal king- 
dom is eflentially changed, and with it the ftate of all the 
fubje&s of it, from a ftate of difcipline to that of retribution.^ 
This illuftration and confirmation of the general exhibit given 
of the gofpel conftitution, -feems fully decifive. Since the te- 
nor of revelation, the letter, fpirit, and whole frame of the gof- 
pel conftitution, exhibits it to the world made for mankind 
in this world and not in the future— r-and all the faving means, 
grace and operations of it in recovering fubjedfcs of mercy to 
eternal life, are limited to this life and world. Will all men 
be faved at the day of judgment ? No, the conftitution an- 
nounces and affures us, in that day, all the wicked will be con- 
figned by fentence and execution to an everlafting punifhment 
in righteous retribution, " for the things done in the body." 
And further, that all hope of end, or reftitution from that ftate 
of punifhment, is eternally cut off; becaufe the adminiftration 
ot the kingdom of mercy comes to an everlafting end with the 
decifions of that day. What now is the obvious, and irrefiftable 

conclufion ? 

* I Cor, 15. 24, 28. $ We are told, Salvation for all men, p. 14, 
*• There will be a great deal to be done, after the found coming of Chrift, 
for the accompli fhment of which a long period of time would be requifite be- 
fore the plan of God could be compleated, which he had trailed his Son to 
bring into efFecV* A moil unfcriptural, obnoxious, unaccountable fen- 
timent 1 We truft we have faid enough already to (hew Paul teaches the 
contrary dodtoine in the paflage whence they would colled it. And our 
Saviour in his parables, in conjunction with the whole current of Scrip- 
ture, deciflvely teaches the contrary. I would alfo fubjoin the Dr's wic- 
nefs againft it. In his fermons, " Breaking bread a gofpel inftitution," 
p. 47. he telh us, There is no other " coming of Chrift" fpoken of ift 
fcripture, but his €t coming at the end of the world, in the glory of his 
Father, with his holy angels," when a period will be put to the admini- 
ftration of God's kingdom in its prefent form." And p. 4.8. he will not 
come until the " myftery of God is finiihed, and time mall be no more. 11 
On which I obferve, " the coming of Chrift" mentioned 1 Cor. 15. 23, 
** Ms coming to judgment, for there is noae other fpoken of in fcriptur* 

Thea 
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conclufion ? Thus cut off and caft out of the kingdom* their 

mifery muft be as lafting and endlefs as their immortality j by 
the force of that conftitution cc which all along has been, now is, 
and always will be the only way of life for finful man." Their 
ftate becomes as abfolutely hopelefs, as though no plan of mer- 
cy had ever been concerted ; and no conftitution of grace ancj 
falvation in purfuance of it had ever been exhibited to the 
world. Should it be alked* is there no hope or poflibility that 
this conftitution may be fet afide> and another fubftituted to 
give relief to them that finally perifh ? Were it fo> this is of 
no avail to the univerfalifts ; for their fcheme is> that provifion 
and fecurity of falvation for all men is made in the gofpel plan 
of mercy : of courfe, were this poflible, their fcheme is* in ab- 
folute ruins — they are reduced to the fame fandy foundation 
of hope with the infidel world* But let us confider the impof- 
fibility of it. Can that conftitution ever be fet afide, the dif- 
penfation of which is fo often dignified in the lofty ftile, the 
kingdom of heaven ? concerted in heaven, fent down from 
thence to execute the eternal plan of mercy in this world and 
conduftus to heaven ? when, as an inftitution of government 
it is, for wifdom, benevolence, juftice, energy and glory, the 
moft amazing ever introduced into the univerfe ? and when 
the greateft facrifice ever made, that of the only begotten Son 
of God, is made in fupport of the authority, laws and govern- 
ment of God, to make way for the introduftion and fupport of 
it, and to infure the eternal energy and efficacy of it ? Can it 
be fet afide after it hath ftood for ages, fupported by innumerable 
miracles and immediate atteftations of God, as well as by the fa- 
crifice 

Then the Dr. frith, " a period will be put to the administration of the 
kingdom of God in its prefent form.* 1 Now we read of no other change 
in adminiftnition, but that defcribed v. 28. " the Son himfelf fubjeft, and 
God all in all." Surely > this change will not take place, till the* Son 
hath ovmpleated his whole work with which he is intruded to bring into 
effe&. In this the Dr. is exprefs, "he will not come until the myftery 
of God is finifhed :" and when this il fir.ifhed, furely there can be no 
great deal, nor any thing more to be done ; nor any long period requifite 
for fuch a purpofe t nor can there be any next ftate* as temporary, after 
the judgment : for the Dr. is exprefs, " time (hall be no more." And 
in page 37, he reprefents thofe who are not awakened to life in this world, 
as " undone' for the future world ;" if « f undone for tht future world/ 1 
they cannot have everlafting life in it* 



crificc of millions and millions that perifliedin the flood, in So- 
dom and Ghomorrha, in the devoted nations of Canaan, with the 
Amalekites, the rebellious Ifraelites, &c. &c. whole definiti- 
ons were in fupport of the juftice and honour of it ? likewife, 
iafter it hath been fupported by falvations beyond annumera& 
on, given to the heirs of falvation, and to thofe in all ages wto 
have been faithful in the fupport of this divine conftitution ? 
Can the eternal fanCtions of rewards and punifhments in it, be 
fet afide, when they are the great neceffary fupports of the mo- 
ral government of God through the univcrfe ? and fo efienti- 
ally neceffary to fupport this conftitution, to illuftrate the infi- 
nite importance of it, and to inforce the terms and requifitions 
of it ? add to this, when it is the great charter of falvation to (in- 
fill men to all that fliall ever be favecL and the only bafis of 
their hope and fecurity of everlafting li^ ? Can this foundati- 
on in Zion fail them ? In a word, when the authority, wifdom, 
truth, juftice, goodnefs, and immutability of God, and glory 
to God in the higheft, as the end of it are all pledged for the 
fecurity and fupport of it ? Thefe things considered, is it pof- 
fible to conceive of a greater impoflibility than that it fhould 
ever be let afide ? Wherefore we conclude tkis conftitution as 
hath been explained, muft undoubtedly remain without change, 
in full force, while there is perfection in the deity, or govern- 
ment and {lability to be found in the univerfe. The fubjeft 
may yet appear clearer, when fome particulars of the conftitu- 
tion are confidered. This fubjeCt luggefts the following re- 
flections. 

Reflection I . How aftonifhingly glorious this divine con- 
ftitution ! It is furely worthy the acceptation of the wholt 
world ; with the mod full, firm, cordial and obediential faith. 
For herein a moft glorious way of falvation is opened to finful 
man, fure, ftedf aft and immovable $ wherein all the mora) per- 
fections of God are moft brighdy difplayed. Wherein the 
glory of the everlafting Father, of the eternal Son the redeem- 
er, and Spirit the fanCtificr j and the glory of the mercy and go- 
vernment of God, ihine forth in higheft and eternal luftre, in 
the contrivance, the conftruction, die adminiftradon, the optf* 
ration and final iffues of it. 

Reflection a.* How inexcufablc the infidel world, who jcjg& 

thit 
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the gofpel conftitution, which carries in it fuch numerous, plain* 
ineonteltible marks of it's divine original, which proclaim it 
to be of God ? ' 

Reflection 3. How inexcufable are the negledtors of this 
great fal vation ? fince the God of love, in the gofpel conftitur. 
tion, hath publi(hed to the world his adorable plan of mercy ajid 
falvation for pcrifhmg mankind -, and hath opened the door to 
all upon the fame gracious terms* And addrefles our ingenu- 
ity and all the tender feelings of our hearts, with his infinite 
benevolence in gift and defign* " God fo loved the world as 
to give his only begotten fon"— this is the unfpcakable gift — * 
." that whofoever believeth in him" of all ages, nations and ge- 
nerations, " fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life :" this 
is his all-important defign. Since he hath let him at the 
head of this glorious kingdom of mercy, to compleat the fal- 
vation of all that believe in him. And under his reign* ad- 
drefleth us with the univcrfal offer of it---whofoever will may 
come— -and "he that believeth fhall be faved." And hath put 
it upon the loweft terms poffible, which can confift with the ho- 
nour of his adorable authority, majefty and government. c< Be- 
lieve and thou (halt be faved 5" " repent, turn and live." And 
God hath graciouflyfurnifned us with all defirablefaving means* 
accompanied with an abundant encouragement of ail-fuffici- 
ent grace in the due ufe of them. And to induce and inforce 
our compliance with the terms of life, he not only addrefles to 
our ingenuity and tender feeling, which are but feeble fprings 
of action in degenerate minds ; but alio to our hopes and fears, 
the molt powerful fprings of a£tion in our natures. And to 
thefe he addrefles the higheft and ftrongeft motives in nature 
and eternity. With the hope "of eternal life," andfear" of ever- 
lafting punifhment." " He that believeth fhall be faved, and 
he that believeth not fhall be damned." Surely if we are found 
among the negledtors of fo great falvarion, and perifh from un- 
der a conftitution which fo exalts us, as to heaven, of all men we 
irmft be among the moft miferable. For how juft, how necefiary 
by conftitution, and how aggravated fuch a damnation ? If 
" he; that defpifed Mofes law, died without mercy, under two 
or three witnefles," " of how much forer punifnment fnall he 
be thought worthy, who bath trodden under foot the Son of 
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God, and hath Counted the blood of the covenant wherewith 

he was fan&ificd, an unholy thing, and hath done defpiteunto V 
the fpirit of Grace." Heb. 10. 28, 291 f 

Refieftion 4^ The immutability arid Eternal duration of ^ 
this divine conftitiition j doth indeed carry in it eternal terror* 
to finners who go on in their fins to perdition j but wkhql 
brings to them the liigheft encouragements in this life to " tufn 
and live." The inltru&idn is, believe on the Lord Jefia 
Chrift with a livings obediential faith, and this great falvation is r 
aflbredly yours* The importunate language of it is, c * to day, 
while it is called to day, hearken to hifc his gracious voice"-** 
comply with his gracious terms, that you may efcajx the terri- 
ble deftru&ion dt the threatning, and inherit the unfpeakablc 
good arid glory of the promifes; Finally, this divine cctofti- 
tution addrefles to believers, to ill the faithful in the family of 
God, the language of ftrongeft encouragement, fupport and 
confolation in running the chriftian race, and maintaining 
the chriftian warfare faithful to the end. In this wajf their 
vidtory arid triumph, their falvation and glory, will be 
fure and everlafting. For this purpofe the eternal plan erf" mer- 
cy was concerted and is publilhea to the world iri this confti- 
tution, " he that hath begun will finilh his good Work" in 
infinite perfection arid glory. Their Redeemer is Almighty 
— he is at the head of this kingdom of mercy---he hath open- 
ed the way and eftablilhcd the foundation and eternal fecuri- 
ties of it in his own great facrifice— he hath all power in hea* 
ven and earth-- : power all-fuflicient tb fubdue his enemies and 
compleat the falvation of his people ; and he will reign till he 
hath complcated his work, arid the " myftery of God is finifh- 
cd." He will never give up the kingdom till he comes in 
his glory, to take vengeance on his enemies, and purtifh them 
with everlafting deftru&ion and compleat the falvation of all 
that are his : to be eternally " admired and glorified in all that 
belie ve/' What an addrefs of encouragement, fupport, and 
comfort this to all true mourners in Zion, to all the feeble 
and faint-hearted in the flock of God, in all their afflictions, 
trials and confli&s i they lhall return to the heavenly Zkm* 
with everlafting joys and fongs of falvation. We now pro- 
ceed to confider levcral particulars of this4ivine conftkutiep, 

Vfhich 



which all eanipire with united fprcc to a decifion of this contro* 
Ycrfy. As firft, the effential and neceflary terms of life and 
falvation fet forth in the gofpel conftitution and proclamation, 
cut off all hope and gofljbility of falvation to thofe that die in 
(heir fins. For by this conftitution, falvation depends on cer- 
tain terms as embraced of rejected by finful men, in this life. 
| fhall illuftrate it in the article of gofpel faith only ; this is 
Ofade abfqlutely and eflentially i^eceflkry in this life to falvati- 
Qn. X^^ i* no declaration or promife of God to be a ground 
pf faith, nor command to believe, nor promife or encourage- 
ment tq induce faith, nor grace to effedt it with divine power 
to any, beyond the grave. And yet faith is fo neceflary* * c that 
no map can be in a ftate of acceptance with God, till he is a be* 
lieyer j" ^d M men's being believers or unbelievers is. the 
mind diftin&iopt the fcripture makes between them," and " Co 
pterefting that falvation or damnation depends upon it."* 
Tfhe inclitpenfibJp neceflity of faith to falvation, is fet forth 
many w^ys — by copftitution, falvation turns upon it. (€ \iz 
that beiieyeth is paffed from death tp life, c * hath eyerlafting 
fife/' and " he that hath the Son hath life," and " he that 
hath nctt the Son hath not life," " fhall not fee life." By 
cpnftitutiqp, it holds an immediate, infeparable connexion 
with it : by command, " believe pn thcLord Jefus Chrift and 
thou (halt be fayed ; " by promife, <* he that believeth fhall 
be faved ;" by declaration, " the gofpel is the power of God 
co falvation to every one that believeth," Jew or Gentile—* 
«« we are faved through faith" and believers receive actual 
* c . falvation as the end pf their faith," J Hereby thofe who 
#e in unbelief are evidently cut off from falvation. They 
can't be faved without this term fo immediately and infepara- 
bly conceded with it : and \t is impofEble they can ever fay, 
«■ we are faved through faith" " and receive falvation as the 
end pf faith" i$ the fenfe of this conftitution. Moreover, no 
onp. can bp faived without the prerequifite qualifications made 
eflentially i\eceffary. to it by conftitution ; which are all eflen- 
dally coiyu&ed with faith. I mention only ourjuftiiication, 
adaption, and fknftification. No one can be faved who is not 
in a ftate of justification and life : for till then he has no par- 

dpn 

f See thelDr's note, Sermons p. 175. J 1 Pet. i. 9. 
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don of fin and title to life ; but is under condemnation and 

wrath. And juftification and glorification are infeparablj 
conne&cd together, Rom. 8. 30. and it is moft evident in this 
divine conftitution, that faith is the appointed medium *' of 
our juftification to eternal life, and is effentially neceflary t» 
it. Paul teaches it abundantly in his epiftles to the Romans, 
Galatians, &c. " that the juft do live by- faith," <* that the 
righteoufnefs of God is by faith of Jefus Chrift unto all and- 
upon all that believe," (unto juftification and life) and cc there 
is no difference." They " being juftified freely by hi6 grace, 
through the redemption that is in Chrift Jefus, whom God 
hath let forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteoufnefs," cc that he might be juft and the 
juftifier of every one who believeth in Jefus.-* And in- 
troduces believing Abraham as an example of juftification by 
faith, as a pattern (in the terms and method of lalvation) of all 
true believers, and the father of the faithful, that fhall ever be 
faved. Arid draws his conclufion once and again, <c therefore 
we conclude a man is juftified by faith/' Ci therefore beingjuf- 
tified by faith," &c. And declares, " Chrift is'the end of the 
law for righteoufnefs to every one that believeth." Rom. 10.4. 
So that " grace, Chrift and faith arc all neceflary to juftification 
of life, and the latter as truly as the former, tho* in a different 
view."§ " The plain truth is, the juftification of life, thro* die 
gift of God's grace, and his gift thro' the obedience of Chrift 
to death, is no where in the facred writings, faid to be beftowed 
upon finners in common : J neither are the finners, upon whom 
it is beftowed, pointed out by their names ; but by this grar.J 
chara&eriftic, cc faith in Jefus Chrift." Now, as unbelievers 
that die in their fins, can never exercife this faith fo effentially 

neceflary 

$ See Sermons, p. 162, at the bottom. Ibidem, p. 158, at the top. 
J This and other paffuges of the Dr. is in dirett contradidhon to their con- 
flruclion of Rom. 5. iS. Their conltruclion is, that j unification of lite L 
*' to finners in common," the gift of it is to " all men, believers and un- 
believers." TheDr. reftrift:; it to the fubjefts " of faith in Jefus ChriiK" 
Their conftru&ion mull be (?Me 9 for it makes the apoftle directly tocon- 
tradid and overthrow the du&rir-e of juilification by faith, which he la- 
bours with fuch pains and foice of argument to eftablifh, and confirm in 
this epiflle and elfcwhere : for if juftification of life is come upon all unbe- 
lievers, it certainly is not come to them through faith. Of neceffity then, 
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z neceflary to their juftification and life ; the confequence isclear, 
i by this conftitution they are and will be configned to eternal 
*■ condemnation and wrath. It is evident Jikewife, that none but 
e the children of God, by regeneration and adoption, will ever 
i inherit his eternal kingdom. The apoftle fets forth this con- 
;■ neftion, * c if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs 
: with Chrift."* And by thi? heirfhip we rife to the heavenly 
: . inheritance. Now, our adoption, as well as juftification, is by 
: the medium of faith, only. " But to as many as rpceived him, 
;■ to them gave he power to become the fons of God, even to 
.. them that believe on his name, "§ cc For ye are all the children 

■ of God by faith in Chrift Jefus/'J They therefore who die 
: without this faith, are not the children of God, nor can inhe- 

■ rit with them in his eternal kingdom. Sandtification is alike 
neceflary to qualify, to meeten us for and infure us falvation. 
And this alfo is effentially connefted with faith, as the living 

. principle of ir. And the faith that faves and by which " the 
juft do live," is every where in fcripture diftinguilhed from 
all others, by its fanftifying operations and fruits. " It will 
have a powerful influence on men's hearts and lives :" and is 
fpoken of as that which €€ purifies the heart/'f cc works by 
iove ;"j| as that " which overcometh the world :"§§ " Yea as 
that which is a living, aftive, never-failing principle of all 
holy obedience to the laws of God,"|||j " And there can be no 
true virtue, gofpel holinefs or good works in a religTous fenfe, 
only as they proceed from a principle of faith in Chrift, and 
fuch a temper of foul as will argue men to be the children of 
God, and born from abovc/'JJ " 'Tis plain from thefcrip- 
tures, that falvation by grace, through Chrift, is in the way of 
obedience ; fuch an obedience as proceeds from a heart puri- 
fied 

by all men, in this text, we muft underftand all th.it are in Chrift by faith, 
his fplritual feed, the heirs of faith agreeahle to his main fubject, cc the 
julHflcd by faith," v. i.—" who being juilificd, fha'Il be fa ved from wrath 
through him," v. 9.---who have received " the atonement and reconcili- 
ation," v. ii «« who have received abundance of grace and the gift of 

rightcoufnefs,'* v. 17. ---Nor can final unbelievers ever be the fubje&softhis 
fiith,norof this juftification of life, which includes exemption from con- 
demnation and fjfF.Ting the future torments. This cannot be till both 
parts of a contradiction can be true. 

* Rom. 8. 17. § John 1. 12. % Gal. 3. 26. f A£ls 15. 9. || Gal. 
5. 6. §§ i John 5. 4. HI) Seaf. Tho'ts, p. 31. JJ ^id. p. 279. 
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ficd by faith and purged from dead works to ferve the living 
God." " This is evidently the dottrine of tl*c bible, h 
makes no provifion of m^rcy for finncrs continuing fiich ; but 

S* ofitively excludes them the kingdom of heaven, notwitlw 
anding the grace of God and merits of the Redeemer." Thi 
texts to this purpofe are fcattered all over the writings of the 
cvangelifts and apoftles : nor is there any room tQ dispute in 
this matter."* Now it is very evident, cc as no provifion of 
mercy is made for fmners continuing fuch," fo thof&that die 
in their fins, will be excluded falvation in the day of judg-r 
ment, and muft remain eternally excluded from it : Becaufe 
it will be forever impoflible, they Jhould have that faith, jufi 
tification, adoption and fanftification preforibed and made efc 
fentially neceffary to falvation by this conftitution ; wherein 
cc faith in the promifed feed (the adorable Mefliah) has all 
along been, now is, and always will be, the only way of lift 
for finful man!" 

We add, no one can be faved by all the provifion, grac? 
and mercy in the gofpel proclamation in any way, but in com* 
pliance with the terms of life fet forth in it. It is of the nature 
of all proclamations of mercy both of God and pan, cc to ex- 
hibit the plan and method of mercy, to difcriminate the fub- 
jfefts of mercy, and to afcertain, limit and bound it by the 
terms of ipercy let forth in them," There is one conftru&i- 
on to both, viz. " the terms of mercy and life fet forth^" c * arc 
a moft effential part of them." All hope beyond this is ab- 
fblute prefumption, is unreafonable, unfcriptural, and agai&ft 
the common fenfe of mankind. And the terms of life and fal- 
vation in the gofpel proclamation, are fo effential they muft 
be fupported in all their neceflity and importance to aniWer 
the great defigns of it, to fupport the authority and govern- 
ment of God, do honour to it, and to inforce compliance with 
the terms and requifitions of it x fubjection and obedience : all 
hope of it without is vain. Ajtid this affords an eafy, conclufive 
anfwer to all their arguments drawn from the terms of " uni- 
verfality" found in the gofpel proclamation. It is freely al- 
lowed, terms of cf univcrfality" are ufed refpefting die great 
atonement. (f Chrift is the Lamb of God, which taJk^th 

away 

f Seaf. Tho*t$, p. 280. 
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attay the fins of the world ;" " he hath mace propitiation for 

our fins, and not for ours only, but alfo for the fins of the whole 
world ;" hath tafted death for every man $** i. e. that every 
man, Jeir or Gentile, may be faved upon the fame terms of 
life : but no one in any other way. The adorable grace of 
God is fet forth in terms of " univerfality," by the angel ; c< I 
bring you glad tidings of great joy, which fhall be to all peo- 
ple"— " peace on earth, good will towards man :" denoting 
it is of univerfai, infinite importance to all—a door is opened 
that they may be faved on the fame terms. Again, <f God 
wills all men to be faved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth" as the means to it. Not only wills it, but enjoins it by 
all his dread authority, <c commanding all men every where 
to repent for remiflion of fins." Yea, enjoins it on aliupoin 
peril of damnation : cc He that bejieveth not fhall be damn- 
ed." Now, in that part of the proclamation which exhibits 
the benevolence and love of God in its higheft glory, cc in gift 
and defign," this matter is clearly c * afcertained." Our Lord 
tells us, John 3. 1 6, cc God fo loved the world that he gave his 
only begotton Son, that whofoever believeth in him fhould 
not perifh but have everlafting life." Here die plan of mer- 
cy is exhibited clearly and in full to us, in the adorable fpring 
and force of it, the love of God fC in the way of its exercife," 
in the gift of his only begotten Son," the fubjefts of mercy are 
discriminated, and the extent of mercy exprefsly limited by 
terms, to <c whofoever believeth in him (hall not perifh, but 
have everlafting life." Is this declaration upon the plan of the 
univerfai falvation of all men, or of thofe only "who believe?" 
•Did not our Lord underftand the plan of mescy, he came to 
-publifh and carry into execution ? Doth he nor give it to us, 
moft truly and faithfully ? Surely. Then, there is no room 
for a moment's hefitation, his declaration is decifive " all that 
believe fhall be faved," the reft fhall perifh, as excluded, by 
the terms of falyation fet forth in the proclamation, which de- 
fignedly defcriminatc " the fubje&s of mercy and life." The 
univerfalifts argue the atonement, grace and mercy are fet forth 
in univerfai terms, and in this partial view of the fubjeft, infer 
—therefore * c all men fhall eventually be faved." The con- 
<lufion isiaifct And the eaor of it U caaR&ft. \\&&%>&.* vci 
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this way, the terns of life and falvation let up in the cdnltitii* 
tion and proclamation, which make cc a moft eflential part of 
it," are excluded ; and the ccnclufion drawn, not only with- 
out them, but in direct oppofition to them. Whereas all the 
eflential' parts of die proclamation, with its delign, muft be 
taken together to form a right conclufion : and then it will 
be dire&iy contrary :o theirs, viz. that all thrtfe who cc believe" 
and comply with the terms of life, and thoie only, fc fhali be 
faved." To the decifion of this important qutftion, who of 
mankind lhall finally be laved ? the general terms of grace 
and mercy muft of neceflity be limited in their conftru&ioty 
by " the particular terms of life and falvation" which " difcri* 
minate the fubje&s of it -" otherwife we introduce an irrecon- 
cilable oppofition and contradiction between them : leaking 
the terms of life neceifary as they are by conftitution* andun- 
neceffary, as final unbelievers will be faved without them : 
which is abiurd. Their conftru&ion exhibits the wifdomof 
God which hath appointed theie terms of life— *the grace of* 
God w r hich hatli giver, them to pcnlhing finners— and theau* 
thority of God which hath enjoined them with the higheft fanc- 
tions, of falvation and damnation, to be inconfiftent in exer- 
cife, operation and e(Feft,in the fame plan and conftitution of 
mercy : in making theie eflential terms both neceflary and 
tinncceflary ; faving feme with and others without them: 
which is grofsly abiurd and impious. 

Moreover, their conftru&ion totally defeats the important 
defigns to be anfwered by the gofpel terms of life. The way 
of falvation by faith is fitted and defigned to anfwer the moft 
important purpofes in the government of God. For the wif- 
dom of God hath appointed faith the medium of our union 
to Chrift, and intereft in all the eternal benefits of his redemp- 
tion, to difplay the righteoufnefs of God, " as juft and yet the 
juftifier of every one who believeth in Jefus"— cc to illuftrate 
the riches and glory of his grace" in this way of juftification 
and falvation— -to do infinite honour to the atonement and 
rghteoufnefs of Chrift"— <c to cut off all boafting and glory- 
ing in the creature"—" to illuftrate the truth, certainty and glo* 
ry of the promiies made to faith"-- -and to reduce and fiibjeft us 
y faith to the authority and government 01 God, by means 

of 
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of which it is reftored in the hearts of his willing and obedient 

people to the praife of his grace." In a word, it is for the ho- 
nour and fupport of the authority and government of God and 
glory of his kingdom, in an infeparable connexion with the 
higheft good of the faithful, the heirs of faith cc in their juftifi- 
cation, adoption, fan&ification and final glorification." De- 
(igns thefe of fuch magnitude, glory, and importance as are 
undoubtedly infinitely too great to be facrificed to make way 
for the falvation of the unbelieving and difobedient. Where- 
fore, we conclude no man can be juftified and faved but by 
the faith of Jefus Chrift : fo that " as no provifion of mercy is 
made for finners continuing fuch," final unbelievers muft ine- 
vitably perifh for ever, all the provifion, grace and mercy of 
the gofpel proclamation notwithftanding. So our Lord hath 
taught us to conceive of this fubjeft, to argue and draw our 
conclufion, in the parable of the fupper, Luke 14. 16 to 25. ' 
The provifion is full and abundant, the invitation is univerfal, 
but thofe who do not in this life come in upon the invitation 
and offer, " lhall none of them ever tafte of his fupper." v. 24. 
Other arguments might be adduced in proof" that the general 
terms muft be limited in conftru&ion, by " the particular 
terms of life and falvation held forth in the gofpel -, but it is 
needle'fs, for common fenfe teacheth it : (e.g.) Should any of 
the fovereignties of the earth, iflue a proclamation to their 
fubje&s in rebellion, couched in never To ftrong, general and 
universal terms of grace and benevolence, inforced with the 
ftrongeft afiurances of pardon and reftoration -to thofe " who 
would lay dov/n their arms, fwear allegiance, fubmit to govern- 
ment, and become good fubje&s, &c." and fliould any one take 
it into his head upon this, to run and preach " glad tidings of 
great joy" — c< all thfe rebels in the dominion (hall be pardoned, 
reftored, one as well as another," and alledge in proof of it, "the 
proclamation exhibiting the plan of mercy is full, the terms are 
univerfal, and it is the very glory of the proclamation that 
thofe who do not comply with the terms of mercy and pardon 
held forth in it, nor anfwer the defign of it, fhall be finally 
pardoned and reftored as well as thofe who do ; would not 
every man of common fenfe, judge fuch an one delicious, or 
void of common fenfe ? Still it may be a queftion^ why are 

N fuch 
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pel. We have it from the higheft authority, the Saviour him- 

felf, John 3. 36, " He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lafting life j" " and he that believeth not fhall not fee life (L& 
(hall not enjoy everlafting life) but the wrath of God abided 
on him." Paul announces it in a rfianner of addrefs that im- 
ports it one of the moft plain, fure and important truths of the 
gofpel, which he prefumed no chriftian could be ignorant of 
and no one would deny, 1 Cor. 6. 10, 1 1. cc Know ye hot, 
fays he, (i. e. by the plain do&rine and conftitution of the gqC 
pel) that the unrighteous fhall not inherit the kingdom of God f 
and to put it forever out of all doubt adds, " be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeftiinate, 
nor abufers of thehifclves with mankind, nor thieves, nor cove- 
tous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, fhall inherit 
the kingdom of God :" intending, no doubt, thofe whofe charac- 
ters thefe are at death & the filial judgment. It was his conftant 
do&rine, of which he reminds the Galatians •, concluding his 
annumeration of the works of the fiefh thus, c< of the which I 
tell you before, as I have alfo told you in time paft, that they 
which do fuch things (hall not inherit the kingdom of God.' 
Gal. 5.21. To the fame purpofe are Fphef. 5 . 5. Rev. 21.8. 
and by an unalterable ftatute of this conftitutiou, it is written, 
Heb. 1 2. 14. cc without holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord." 
And by many pofitive declarations before cited, which need 
not be repeated, the wicked are configned to die damnation of 
hell. There is no conftitution in the world where ftatutes of 
profcription to traitors and enemies are more plain, and fo in- 
wro't in the conftitution, as thofe in the gofpel againft the fi- 
nally difobedient. Now every one knows the force aild ope- 
ration of ftatutes of profcription, viz. that the juftly profcrioed 
cannot inherit with the good and faithful fubje&s in the ftatc 
and kingdom where proscribed, while the ftatutes remain in 
force. They do not inftitute a fuit in courts of law and juf- 
tice being fure of condemnation in them. They apply (it ap- 
plication for relief be made) to, the fupreme legifltttufe, for a 
repeal of ftatute, or to be fuperfeded by an aft of grace, as 
their only hope. Vain therefore are the hopes of thofe who 
die in their fins : for thefe gofpel ftatutes and declarations can 
never be fuperfeded or vacated. They are in-wrought in the 

divine 
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he divine confhtiition as an effential part of it. As an inftrument 

A bf government, they are as important as the privileges of jt i 

rf and they are as unalterable and lafting as the promifes of it* 

et The prqmifes and threatnings conftkute the wifdom, ftrpngth 

4 4ftd glory of the conftitution — both ate given with the fame 
t jnef ciful defign, to inforce the terms and requisitions of it : both 
% afe from the fame authority ; and both have the fame fourida- 
-? tioft of fupport, viz. the wifdom, goodneis^juftice, t^uth and 
c immutability of God. All the hopes and fecurity of t}ie rigfe-j 

5 teous, as well as fears of the wicked, are dependent on it. The 
i i^hole fnuft be eftablifhed or periih forever. Our opponants 
i imagiite it may be partly maintained and partly fuperfeded,— - 
r but this is impofTible in the nature, and foundation of it, and i$ 
i incohfiftent with all idea of divine wifdom and perfe&ion. 
j They maintain in feme future period, at or after the day of 
3 judgment, the condemning ftatutes and threatnings will be fu- 
2 perfeded and vacated, and an universal reftoration take place 3 
:■ tfeer* the conftitution is deftroyed, and all the fecurities of it, 
= perifh with it. And inftead of the falvation of all men, its 
j terminates in this moft fhocking of all conclufions, viz. an utter 

Uncertainty whether any fon or daughter of mankind ihsll ever 
- inherit eternal life. So infinitely pernicious and deftru&ive is 
this horrid error -, but we are aflured this " word of the Lord 
i will endure forever"-—" that not a jot or tittle of it lhall fail, 
. but all fhall be fulfilled." And we are plainly told, the ope* 
ration of thefe deluding ftatutes in the day of judgment and 
throughout eternity, Rev. ao. 1 1. to the end. It is written, 
viz. cc and I faw the dead, fmall and great, ftand before God ; 
and the books were opened : and another book was opened, 
which is the boot of life : and the dead were judged out of 
thofe thing* which are written in the books, according to their 
works." By "the book of life" we may underftand "the book 
of divine revelation" which defcribes the charafters of thofewho 
lhall inherit eternal life ; and in thofe chara&ers cc their names 
are as iriferted and regiftered, for life. And all whofe names 
are not thus found written, are proscribed to future condemna- 
tion and puniffrment, as v. 1 5 . cc and whofoever was not found 
written in the boot of life, was caft into the lake of fire." And. 
in v. 10. their puniffiment is defcribed as " never-ceafm^aod 



never-ending ;" " and fhall be tormented day and night ftr T 
ever and ever." This we have fhewn is cc the imported puniflfc I 
ment in every defcription of it ;" and that it is repeatedly " at j | 
ferted to be everlafting " in words and phrafes emphatically \ ;, 
expreflive of * c eternity, and by figures the moil: erhpnatical~t 
** by fire unquenchable" " a fire that fhallneyer be quenched" 
and c * a worm that dieth not." If the figure be dropped and 






we attend to the meaning, if this doth not meap 5 C a punijhment 
that (hall never have an end" it can'rti6an hothing^orfpmethii 
dire&ly contrary to the natural and ftror^g purport pf it ; whi 
is abfurd and impious. And it 13 confirmed^ by examples 
deftruttion in which all hope of deliverance and reftitution is 
barred by an impoffibility natural, or mofal, or both, Thu$ 
St. Peter teacheth us, " the old world periJhed,"§ with it$ in- 
habitants : confequently, Noah and his family C^me as to a 
nfcw world after the flood. Which makes it naturally imgof r 
fible that thofe who fo perilhpd, fhould ever be reftofea again 
to the fame flat* as before, with Noah. Qod had fworrj the 
unbelieving Ifraelites ihould not enter into his reft ; apd they 
Were deftroyed in purfuarjee of his oath ; which oath, made 
the poflfcflion df this reft, morally impofiible to them. Sodom 
and Ghomorrha are uninhabitable, which renders their reftitu- 
tion naturally impofiible ; and they \yere defigned of God to 
be.enfamples of perpetual deftru&ion, in this world and the 
world to come, and are fo improved by the prophets and apof- 
tlcs ; which renders their reftitution likewife, morally impofii- 
ble. And thefe examples are as fatal to their do&rine of dis- 
cipline, as reftitution. For if the future punifhment, be by 
way of difcipline, why are thefe enfampl^s chofen, who all 
perifhed in difpenfations of vindiftive wrath only, without 
mercy — not for any good to them that periftied, but for the 
honour of the authority, Juftice and government of God 5 and 
by way of admonition, for the good of others in this world ? 
why are they chofen, in preference of the many (cripture ex- 
amples, where difcipline and reftitution were evidently defign- 
ed ; while thefe examples carry no fucli language in theim, but 
decifively that of vindiftivc wrath and perpetual defolation f 
wherefore chofen, but according to their natural jitipprt, to 

{each 
§z Pet. 3.6. 



«ch tf the future punifhment to be a retribution of wrath drily* 
id fo in the ftri&eft fenfe " to be examples of eternal fire" and 
unifhment, as Jude 7 th i Which excludes all hope and pof- 
bility of falvation to them that perifh; Mofeover, our Lord, 
1 the parable of Dives and Lazarus teaches the future ftate of 
>c wicked as well as righteous, to be fixed and unalterable* 
There is no paffing from the one to the other/' He alio 
cmfirms it iti his fentence lapon Judas, cc it had been good for 
lat man, if he had not been born j n J for it is evident this 
annot be true of him, if he fhall ever enjoy eternal life** He 
kewife confirms it, in his fentence upon thofe who fin and 
lalpheme againft the Holy Ghbft. It is affprted in moft per- 
roptory terms, " it fhall not be forgiven," Luke ia« 10. 
: hath never forgivenefs,*' Mark 3* 29. " (hall not be forgiven 
into men," no, " it fhall not be forgiven him, neither in this 
vorid, neither in the world to ceme,"|| Mat. 1 2* 30, 3 1 . How 
5 it poffible to be exprefied in more abfolute and decifive 
erms ? and if it fhall not be forgiven, no, neither in this world , 

nor 

J Mat. 26. £4* 

* Againft this decifive fentence fotne have argued, judas fhall have eter- 
al life, from Mat. 19. 28. " And jefus faid unto them, Verily I fay unto 
ou, that ye which have followed me in the regeneration, when the Sooi 
f Man ihall lit in the throne of his glory, ye alfo ihall fit upon twelve 
Drones, judging the twelve tribes of Ifrael." But it is forgotten, that the 
Tomife is hiade and limited to them which followed Chrift 4€ in the regenc- , 
ation," 10 which Judas hath no claim, and that he " fell from his afxiftle- 
hip," after which he was not intitled to the lead benefit by it ; and much 
efs to one of fuch tranfeendeni importance :-— and that in facl, at death 
ie went not to heaven— but " to his own place" " perdition," of which 
thrift pronounced him " the fon" or heir— ^and that Matthias wai chofca 

the apoftle/hip in his room, Afts 1. 25, 26. 

If It is to no purpofe to fay, " by this world and world to come™ is in- 
ended the Mofaie and Chriitian difpenfation. For this conftru&ioa is in i 
tfelf without foundation ; and if admitted, avails nothing. Becaufe," there ,: 
s none other name under heaven whereby we can be faved, but the name of 
efus : and it if under his difpenfation, he faves all that ever will be faved. For 
t is a contradiction to fay* he will fave any, after his difpenfation of mercy 
nd life is ended : as truly as to fay, he will fave men after he hath done 
iving them. Their own conftrudtion teaches, they can't have pardon and 
ilvation, while his difpenfation lafls, which cuts ofPall poffibilityof it for- 
mer. For after that there is no falvation by his or any other name. So 
leir little criticifm has not the 4 weight of a feather, againft a declaration 

1 fuch plain, positive, decifive terms as will admit of no evafion, but 
hat amounts to a denial of the letter, fp iritaiidevidexLimt^VB^^^Kn^ 
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nor the future, all poffibility of falvation is cut offfbrever. In 
a word, it is abundantly confirmed by the groupd and rule (37 
which they are excluded and condemned, fc tor dungs dose 
in the body in this life." This ground and rule is the only one ! 
known in this conftitution — it is the fame to the good and the 
evil, "the juft and unjuft/* "they (hall all be judged according 
to their works, good or evil, and cc all receive according to the 
things done in the body ." And as this ground and rule is un- 
alterable, fo the exclusion and condemnation of the wicked 
by it muft remain to eternity. As clearly and furely as the 
juftification and inheritance adjudged to the righteous fhail 
remain to eternity. It admits no alteration in the charade* 
and ftate of the righteous or wicked, after this life, and the 
fentence and execution of the great day. We have the exprefi 
decifive language of it, Rev. 22.11. " He that is unjuft, let 
him be unjuft ftill : he that is filthy, let him be filthy ftill : and 
he that is righteous, let him be righteous ftill : and he that is 
holy let him be holy ftill. Which evidently cuts off all hope 
and poffibility of falvation to all the condemned in that grot 
day. 

A third particular, which ftrongly confirms this do&rine is, 
* c the great obje&ive defign of the plan and conftitution of mer- 
cy to mankind in this world, viz. to reconcile finful men to God, 
to recover them to cordial fubjeftion in Chrift ; to the life of 
God, to the prafticeof holinefs and a meetnefs fQjr heaven, in this 
life ; and in this way to bring them to the enjoyment of the great 
falvation." This is fo evident, that he who runs may read it 
the great objeft of this divine conftitution. The word and mi- 
niftry of reconciliation, the appointed means of falvation, vith 
the difpenfation of the Spirit of grace* are all to this great end. 
And " the ordinary way in which God gives his Spirit, to effeft 
a work of grace in the hearts of finners, is in the ufc of appointed 
means. Nor is there ground of hope, in the revelations of God, 
to be faved any other way." (| Golpel faith, repentance, and 
holy obedience, as the way of falvation was abundantly taught 
by the apoftles, and indeed the reigning fubjedts of thfcir mini- 
fhy.. Our Saviour hath taught us the true and only way of Ufc 
for finful man, " ftrait is die gate and narrow is the way which 

leadeth 

// See Seat Tho'ts, p. 265. 



\ 



( 97 ) 

leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." To fuppofe 

there is any other way of life, is to fuppofe our Lord taught it 
not perfe&ly, but partially and imperfe&ly, which is impious. 
4c The grace of God which bringeth falvation tojnen" doth it 
by "teaching them (effe&ually) the denial of all ungodlinefs 
and worldly lulls, that we fhould live foberly, righteoufly, and 
"godly in this prefent world, (and not in the future, as tjie only- 
way in which we are to be) " looking for that blefled hope, (of 
falvation) and the glorious appearing of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jefbs Chrift/'t to compleat it for us. We know it 
the great end of our Saviour in coming into the world " to fave 
his people from their fins" and not in them, Mat. I. 21. and 
that this was his great obje&ive defign to men in this world in 
his great facrifice, as the apoftle adds, " who gave himfelf for 
*is, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works."|| That " he 
loved his church, and gave himfelf for it, that he might fandlify 
and cleanfe it with the wafhing of water by the word, (in this 
world) that he might prefent it to himfelf a glorious church, 
not having fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing ; but that it 
Ihould be holy and without blemifh"§ to the praife of his grace; 
— "that in the day. of judgment and throughout eternity, "he 
might be glorified and admired in all them that believe."* Nor 
do we read of aijy others, by whom he will ever be glorified. 
This is a defign worthy the wifdom. and love of God. It is 
certainly of the higheft importance to the glory of God and the 
Sa viour, and good of men. Can then,an)rof mankind ever be 
faved in a ftate of fin and oppofition, to it ? Can there be any 
^device in the plan of mercy and conflitution pf grace, to fecure 
& effedt falvation to mankind without their comporting "with 
this defign" in being fan&ified and mectened for it, in this 
life ? If to, it muft operate as a fuperfedeas of fubverfion, to 
the tf hole gofpel conflitution, and particularly, to the terms of 
life, and to this grand objedt of it ; by rendering it unne^eflary 
and poflible to be totally defeated : and yet, the falvation of all 
-men, be : fecared andaccomplifhed, iFor if one^gan be faved 
without it, then all mankind might be faved without it, upon 
the fame -plan and in the fame way. And it is (elf-evident, of 

.O cowxfe. 
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courfe this grand objeft of it might be totally defeated- Off 
this plan, Chrift might have no church in this world to be prc- 
fented— - yet all men be laved. Now, is fuch a felf-incanfif- 
tent, felf-Tepugnant and fdf-fubverfive fcheme, in the eflential 
parts of it • poflible, to be the produdtion of infinite wifdom and 
perfection ? Is the plan and corrftitiition of mercy fo conftruo 
tedj a5 that from the conftituent parts of it, the great objeft of 
it, of the facrifice of Chrift, the gift of the Spirit, and of the 
whole of (Thrift's adminiftration in this world, is rendered u* 
neceflafy and poflible to be defeated ; and yet* the lalvatiori 
of all men be fecured and afcertained by it ? It is in the higheft 
degree abiurd, dilhonorable and impoffible. And the conclu- 
fiori is moft evident, viz. that the gofpel way of life as taught 
and inforced in" this world* is exclttfive of all others, and that 
none of mankind, but thole who comport with this great dc- 
figh of it (i. e.) who are fanftified and meetened for it in this 
world, can ever be laved by the gofpel plan ahd conftitution 
of mercy , One would think this alone fufficient to overthrow 
the fcheme of cur opponents and their hopes built upon it. 
But to nrfake it more evident, we add fourthly, 
All hope of falVation by this divine conftitution is limited, 
to thofe of mankind, who are of a diftindtive, diftinguifhing 
chara£ber in this world* comporting with this great obje&ive 
tlefign of it. All hopesof falvation are by the promifes of God, 
lirrfited, <c to the born of God," to the " believing," the "pe- 
nitent," "the pure in heart," " the obedient" " that do his 
commandments," " that are the children of Abraham, by imi- 
tation of Kis faith atad piety," OurSaviour defcribes his fheep* 
for whom he laid down his life, to whom it fhall be effe&ual 
to falvation; by a diftiiiftive, diftinguifhing charadtef, as calkd. 
and led by him, " who hear his voice and follow him" and will 
not follow ftrangers, Joh< 10. 3,4,5. and admits none as his 
friends but thofe who do his commandmefttSj Joh* 15. 14. 
In his revelations to St. Johr*, they are defcribed in their dif- 
tinguifhing charafter as Cf the called, the chofen* the faithful." 
And are elfe^here defcribfcdj as M the juftified and fanfHfied 
in the name of the Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of our God." 
And we are told c * he is the author ©f eternal falvation unto 
'all them that obey him," Heb. 5.9, It is appropriated aoi 
r ■ Umittd 
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limited to them, and never once extended to the finally difo- 

bedient, in the revelations of God. In a word, all the promifes 
of eternal life are made to thofe who are the children or pod by 
regeneration, adoption and divine imitation. <c If children, 
then heirs," &c. Now the children of God are abundantly 
diftinguifhed, from the children of difobedience, and of the 
wicked one; They are greatly diftinguifhed, " by chara£ter," 
* c by ftate" ^ c by privileges and promifes in this life" "at death" 
* c in the refurreftion" cc by fentence and retribution in the day 
of judgment" and by " heritage, portion and end" in the future 
and eternal world. There is no diftjndions dearer, and no 
truths plainer in the book of God. And is kpofiibje, tp mif- 
take the purport and defign of the whole, when pointed put as 
jariththe finger of God to us, viz. that <f thefe to whom falva- 
tion isfo appropriated, and thefe only, {hall finally be f^ved/ ? 
Since a man may as well deny ajl fuch diftinftion to exift in 
this world, to take place at death, and in the refurreftion, as 
to confound and annul it at the day of judgment, or in eternity, 
to make way for the falyation of any other ; and in difeft op- 
pofition to the letter, fpirit and defign Qf it $ afiign, <c one end 
and portion" tp the whole of mankind. For this appropria- 
tion of falvation and the heavenly inheritance to the fan&ified 
in Chrift in this world ; by fo many fcripture defcriptipns, der 
clarations, prom;fes and benedi6tipns, doth neceflarily carry in 
it an exclufion qf the ungodly ; and will do it, while there is, 
meaning, propriety $nd force in language. It is the evident 
defign of it, and is a full refutation of their wi}d dre^m, cc that 
the eleft (hall firft be received to favour, and thp jpeft ffiall fol r 
low after :" fpme he received cc in the refarreftipn morn,'* and 
others, after fuffering unutterable tojmer,ts ;n hell for ages of 
ages, to which,- the fcripturs gives no, countenance. And the 
denial of all fuch diftindtiojj betw?? n the godly and ungodly 
in this woild> 4t death, in the rpfurre&ion and, final judgment 
or annulling of it in- the future world, are both alike opppfite, 
to the great, important* practical defign of it. 
Which leads me tp o^ftrve fifthly, 
The do&rine of the future punifhment we maintain in op- 
pofitiqn to theirs, is interwoven throughout the gofpel confti- 

tution/in th? lette* and fpirit of it, in the practical aaddo&xv- 
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nal parts of it ; as a ftrong infof cement of the requifitions rf 

duty, in it, <c Be not deceived, God is not mocked : for whaN 
foever a man foweth, that fhall he alfo reap, For he that fow* 
cth to his flefh, fhall .of the flelh reap corruption : but he that 
foweth to the fpirit, rfiall of the fpirit reap life everlafting. u 
Gal. 5. 7,8. fo Rom. 8. 13. " For if ye live after the ftefhye 
fhall die : but if ye through the fpirit do mortify the deeds of 
of the body, ye fhall live." life and death here are oppofed 
the one to the other, and are both eternal. For by death caifr 
not be meant that which is natural— this comes on all through 
the tranfgreffion of Adam — nor fpiritual and moral death, for 
in this fenie they are already dead : " thofe that live in pleafurt 
are dead, while they live." It muft mean, the eternal death that 
is the juft wages of fin. " To be carnally minded is death* 
but to be fpiritually minded is life and peace/' cc Having Aeir 
fruit unto hdlinefs, and the end everlafting life," but having 
their fruit, iniquity, cc the end is eternal death :" for f c God 
will render to evejy man according to his deeds : to them, who 
by patient continuance in well doing, feek for glory, and honor, 
and immortality, eternal life : but unto them that are contend- 
dus, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteoufnefs, in- 
dignation and wrath ; tribulation and anguifti upon every foul 
that doth evil," Rom. 2. 6, to 10. The texts to the fame 
purpofe, are too many to be recited. Now, is it pofllble, there 
Ihouid be a device in the plan and conftitution of mercy tofave 
men, in a way oppofite to and in the deftruftion of a dodhine 
fo interwoven in it, in the fpirit and letter of it, and of great 
praftical importance, being defigned to enforce the experi- 
mental and praftical religion taught in it ? ,yea, and to fave 
them, in away, fubverfive of this divine religion in this world j 
when fo ftrongly recommended and inforced by everlafting life 
and death : by rendering the practice of it in this life, unnecef* 
lary, to their final falvation ? How incredible and impoffibk ? 
It merits confideration, fixtWy ; 
That eternal life in heaven, is the gift of God's grace, and is 
j*i ven to all who fhall ever enjoy it by way of promifc 5 and is 
limited by promife, to thofe who are heirs of it in this life.— 
Paul teacheth " the gift of God is eternal life, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord," Rom. 6. 23. that '< the inheritance vs 
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given to Abraham by promife," Gal. 3. *8, that * f they which 
are of faith are the children of Abraham, and heirs of the pror 
mife, ib. v f 7, & 29. and that " it is of faith th# it might be 
of grace," and that " the promife might be fure to all his feed" 
Rom. 4, 16, meaning his " believing feed," Jew or Gentiles, 
te whom the promife is rpade, St t John tells us, the gift of 
God is eternal life, that this life is in his Son — that he that 
Hath the Son hath life, ^nd he that hath not the Son hath not 
life, 1 Joh. 5, 11, 12. and our L^ord tells us the way in which 
we " have the Son and this everlafting life," Joh, 3. 36. "Hf 
that bolievech on the Son, hath everlafting life : and he that 
believefch not the Son, fhall not fee life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him." Paul tells us cc by faith we are all the children 
of God," Gal. 3, 27. " If children then heirs 5 heirs of Goc^ 
and joint heirs with Chrift, Rom, 8.17. and cc If ye be Chrift's 
thep are ye Abraham's feed and heirs according to the promife," 
Gal. 3. 29. It is plain in thefe texts, that eternal life in heaven, 
is given and bcftowed pn $11 the faved, by promife ; and the 
promife pf it is limited to the fubjects and heirs of faith only, 
They are 4II made and limited to the godly in this world -, they 
only then^ can and (hall be faved, according to this divine conr 
ftiturion. Not a fingle promife of it to unbelievers that die 
jn their fin?, nor to any thing that can be done by theni in the 
future ftate. Therefore the Tentence of wrath muft abide upon 
{hem forever j as they can never have deliverance and falva- 
tion in the way of the promife, which is fet forth in this consti- 
tution, and by which alone it is obtainable, They c^rmot 
have it, but of God's gift ; they cannot have it, but " by pro- 
juife 5" they cannot have it " by promife" unlefs heirs of it in 
this life. How is it pofiible, that an eternal exclufion of the 
unbelieving and ungodly can be more fixed, and more ftrongly 
afcertained, than is in this way effefted by this confutation, 
? c which alj along has been," *« now is," <c and always will be" 
the only way of life for finful man, 

I mention but one particular more, viz. Their dpftrine of 
falvatiqn is efientially erroneous, and contrary to the gqjjpel 
do&rine of falvation and redemption. The falvation and re- 
demption exhibited in the gofpel is compleat and perfect, to all 
the happy fafcje&sefitt A partial, incompleat, imperfed 
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falvation, is inconfiftent with the wifclom and perfe&ionof 
God — with the obvious defign of the gofpel conftitution ; and 
is not of a piece with the other works of God, €C which are all 
perfeft." And therefore is to be rejected as incredible ami 
impoflible. Salvation, as exhibited in the gofpel, hath thrtf 
conftituent parts in it, viz. Salvation from the dominion of fill, 
accompanied with the fubftitution and reign of diyine grace ilk 
the fubje&s and heirs of it in this world ; in connexion witk 
their deliverance from wrath and deftru&ion in the world to 
come ; and both thefe, in connexion with their everlafting pot 
feffion of the heavenly inheritance. Thefe are all infefoarablj 
connected in the falvation and redemption exhibited in the 
gofpel conftitution, and it knows no other. Chrift the Savior 
"faves his people from their fins," makes them his willing peo- 
ple in the day of his power in this life, Pfa. no. 3. — at dead 
and judgment he delivers and faves them from the wratb to 
come, and puts them in pofieflion of eternal life. Their doc- 
trine drops the two firft effentials in the gofpel falvation, "de- 
liverance from fin in this world," and "from wrath in the world 
to come," and then afllgns <f eternal life to the wicked," not 
at death, nor in the laft judgment, and no body knows whea 
or how. Surely this do&rine is effentially different and con- 
trary to that taught? in the word of God. The contrariety and 
oppofition of the two doctrines is obvious at firft view, in the 
ftating of them ; and more fo, as they are compared together. 
By gofpel conftitution, thofe that fhall be faved, are all fan&r 
fied and meetened for it in this world ; but they teach all the 
unfan&ified that die in their fins fh^li be faved . Chrift cc came 
to fave his people from their fins," and we are exprefsly taught 
how and in what way, viz. cc by fan&ifying and purifying to 
himfelf, a peculiar people, zealous of good works," €€ living 
foberly, righteoufly and godly, in this prefent world," Tit. 2. 

1 2, 14. They teach he came and died to fave all the unfan&i- 
fied, that live and die in their fins. Again, he came as truly 
to fave us " from the curfe" and future torment, a& from our 
fins, "was made a curfe, to redeem us from the curfe 3 " Gal. 3. 

13. that partaking of his falvation, we might never endure it. 
Yet againft this defign of Chrift, and this falvation fo plainly 
taught, they tell us, many whom he faves fhall yet endure tfeq 
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Ctirfe, cc unutterable torment and pain in hell," 'in their own. 

perfons, before they are faved. || Yea, thofe whom Chrift 
laves (agreeable to this his defign) fhall in faft cc be delivered 
from the wrath to come" at his coming, I Thef. i . 10. Paul 
fcts forth the affurance of this, in a ftrong point of light, in an 
inference drawn from the doftrine of juftification, by faith. 
If God hath defigned the juftified by faith, for eternal life ; 
and hath taken fuch an extraordinary ftep as <c to give his own 
Son" to die for them when ungodly, <c and by the grace of 
faith, hath brought them into a ftate of adtual juftification* 
including in it, a title to eternal life," much more then (fays 
he) being now juftified by his blood, we (hall be faved from 
wrath through him." Rom. 5. 1,8,9. Deliverance and fal- 
vation from the wrath to come, is there an eflential or rather 
is the very gofpel falvation itfelf -, which Chrift defigned and 
hath purchafed for his people, by being made a curie for them. 
Which doftrine is confirmed, and thi»*great bleffing infured 
them, in the gofpel dodtrine of juftification. But they teach 
many will fuffer this wrath to come, and yet be faved. If lb, 
they muft be faved without the gofpel falvation j and what fal- 
vation is that ? if they can be faved, it muft be cc without juf- 
tification by the blood of Chrift : for all that are juftified by 
his blood" to a man, " (hall be faved from wrath through him/* 
by this inference and declaration of the apoftle. And as this 
great eflential of falvation, cc deliverance from the wrath to 
come/' is limited to thofe,. cc who now in this life are juftified 
by his blood through faith," fo, the whole gofpel falvation is 
appropriated and limited <c to the obedient to Chrift in this 
world," as Heb* 5. 9. "And being made perfeft, he became 
the author of eternal falvation, unto all them that obey him," 
Why are the heirs and fubjefts of eternal falvation, fo difcri- 
tninated by charafter, " thofe that obey him ?" Why is Chrift 
faid to be the author of this falvation "to them" in diftin&ion 
from the difobedient -, but to point out eternal falvation as ap- 
propriated, as the peculiar, and limited to them only, " who 
obey him V* and this conftruftion is confirmed by this, cc he is 
never faid to be the author of eternal falvation to the finally 
difobedient ; but contrary wife, it is aflerted* that he will cc pu- 

ni(h 
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nifli them witheverlafting deftru&ion," sThefl *. 8,9. whid 
is directly oppofite to his being the author and givefr of eternal 
falvation to them. Yet 3 they aver againft the plain language 
import and defign of the apoille, and the current dodtrinerf 
divine revelation, that he is the author of eternal falvation to 
all the difobedient, who fhall finally be faved by him. AltW 
at the fame time, it is naturally impoflible; " thofe, who art 
tinfanclified in this world, and endure the wrath to come, can 
be faved ; in* the gofpel fenfe and plan of falvation asjjtfat 
ftated : becaufe, it implies and carries in it as full a contradic- 
tion, as to fay they may be faved, without falvation- -Whence 
it is very evident, their doftrine of the falvation of the finally 
difobedient is effentiaily erroneous in itfelf ; and as totally ex- 
cluded die gofpel conflitution, as the Mahometan paradife, 
And it reflefts high difhonor upon the adorable Saviour, as an 
imperfect Saviour, bringing a partial imperfeft falvation to a 
great part of mankindj whom he undertakes to fave : neither 
cc faving them from their fin in this world " nor cc damnation 
in the world to come, according to his own divine, prefcri- 
bed plan in the gofpel. { And it is adoftrine, moft dangerous 
and mifchievous to men. It teacheth them to hope for a fal- 
vation, unknown, excluded and which hath no foundation ifl 
the revelations of God : and in a way dirfcdtly oppofite, to that 

which 

|| The Docl. tells us, " It would indeed be a reproach to Chrjft, tt 
introduce his blood as oppe rati rig to the finner's j unification, in a way that 
God has not appointed.*' " If God has made it " neceflary that the fin- 
ner fhould be a believer, before he fhall be juftiiied, or, what means tbe 
fame thing, before he fhall reap " faving benefit 1 ' by the obedience and 
blood of Chriil, we fhall give all due honor to this finifhed work of hisj 
while we confidcr it as available to the ju unification (confequently to the 
eternal falvation) of the believing finner only." *' We now give it its 
proper ufe ; and fliould d'igrace, rather than honor it, fhould we extend its 
ufe, and attribute to it a fufticiency, to a purpofe God never dtfigned it for.** 
As they molt evidently do, who attribute to it "a fufficiency ,, and efficacy 
to fave all the finally difobedient & unbelieving. See fermons, p. 176, 7,8- 
He further tells us, ib. p. 1 79, near the bottom, it is of meer mercy, - * that 
his faith, by the gofpel conititution, intercftshim in the everlafting advan- 
tages that remit from the obedience of Chrift to the death of thecrofs." 
** This is the influence of faith." Now if it be the influence of faith, bf 
gofpel constitution, to interefl the believer in the " everlafting advanta- 
ges" of falvation, and (Sod hath made it neceffary / to this end— of coatk 
final unbelievers are forever cut off " thefe everlafting advantages/' If 
*his fame conflitution. 
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"which is fet forth in the gofpel. Did our Saviour and his a- 

poftles teach and warrant us to teagh cc that finners may go on 
in their fins," " live in pleafure in this world/' <c endure the 
-Wrath to come/' and then " bow to the authority of God," 
and <c have eternal life ?" Surely, no fuch incongruous, incon- 
fiftent^ and horrible connexion, is to be found in the revelations 
of God. It is diredtly fubverfiye of the dodtrine of the crofs 
of Chrift* The contrary doftrine of godlinefs is as clear as the 
ftiiriing.fun at nddn-day, fc that we muft take up his crofs and 
follow him/' Cf we muft be wafhed, justified, fanftified, in the 
name^ by the.fpirit, and through the faith of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, in this worlds and in that^way " be delivered from the 
wrath to come," and " inherit eternal life." One would think, 
that the error, folly and impiety of a dodtrine, that Hands in. 
fuch a barefaced bppofition to the dodtrine and way of falvation 
fet forth in the gofpel, <c fhould be manifeft to all men." For 
can that do&rine of falvation be from heaven, that is eflentially 
wanting in two important conftituent parts, of the gofpel 
falvation ? that teaches men to hope for a partial impcrfedt ul- 
vation ? and when by conftitution they are excluded the inheri- 
tance ? and when it becomes impoffible in nature, that they 
fhould enjoy the tnie, compleat gofpel falvation ? a doc- 
trine, that difhonours Chrift> as a partial imperfedt Savi- 
our j not faving his people to the trtmoft, with the compleat 
falvation taught by himfelf and his apoftles ? which reproacheth 
him as faving thofe who by the conftitution of mercy are con- 
signed to utter perdition arid everlaftingdeftrudtion $ and faving 
them againft the peremptory declarations of it ; and by intro- 
ducing his blood as operating for the juftification and falvation 
of finnefs in a way that God hath not appointed : cc yea, in < 
direft oppofition, to the terms and way of falvation exprefsly 
prefcribed* in the gofpel ? Is it poffible, that two cffentially 
different methods of juftification and falvation, can belong to 
the fame plan arid conftitution of mercy ? the one by faith, the 
other by lomethirig elfe without faith ? If fo, it feems both parti 
of a contradiction may be true. The fcripture dodtrine of fal- 
vation, and theirs, are eflentially different and contrary in their 
influence and effects, many other ways. The true dodtrinc 
cftablifties the dodtrineof the crofs and of godlinefs as abfolutefy 
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nccefiary to men in this world ; theirs teachcth it unneceffary to 
them in this world, to final falvation— the true do&rine, con- 
firms and illuftratcs the truth and glory of the promifes * theirs 
makes the promiie " void and of none effect." " It is of faith, 
to the end the promiie might be fure to all the feed," Rom. 4. 
16. But if the final unbelieving and ungodly can by any means 
and in any way whatever, Lecome " heirs," and attain the in- 
heritance, then " faith is made void, and the promife of none ef- 
fect," asv. i4.becau.fe neither "faith" nor "thepromife"areof 
any confequence or efficacy to fuch falvation. And the do6fcfine 
that teachcth ir, overthrows the gofpel doftrine " of faith and 
the promife," as the only way of falvation. And on the fame 
ground, the example of Abraham, and all the forcible argu- 
ments, and ftrong reafonings of the apoftle, in fupport of the 
do&rine of juftification and falvation by the faith of Chrift only, 
are "made void and of none effe£t," by their doftrine. For if 
the unbelieving may be faved, cc faith is made void," of courfe 
the doftrine of juftification and falvation, in their connexion 
with faith, with all their divine fupports, are likewife "made 
void and of none effect." They have no fort of influence or 
connexion whatever with fuch a falvation ; but ftand in direft 
oppofition to it. 'Tis clear as day, that thedoftrine of jufti- 
fication and falvation by the faith of Chrift, is the great gofpel 
doftrine that fhews finful men, the true, the fure, the only way 
of falvation, bv Chrift. But if " faith be made void " in this 
effential, neceffary connexion with juftification of life and final 
falvation, as is the cafe if all unbelievers fhall be jultified and 
faved ; then this fundamental doftrine, which is the great guide 
of perifhing finners to eternal life, "is made void" "and of none 
effedt" in the fenfe of the apoftle. And will any chriftian ad- 
mit that do&rine as true, in the face of fuch a confequence ? 
In a word, thefe two doctrines of falvation neceffarily infer two 
effentially different and contrary rules of final judgment to 
mankind. The one clearly fet forth in the gofpel conftitution; 
and the other unknown in it, and reprobated by it. For it is 
felf-evident to a refledting mind, that one andthefame rule and 
meafure of judgment, cannotjuftify thofeofoppofite charadtfcrs; 
thejuft andunjuft,believingandunbelieving,theone approved 
and the other moft exprefsly condemned by it. It is an evident 
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contradiction. The fcripture rule of judgment exprefsly de- 
clares, cc the ungodly (hail not ftand in the judgment, nor fin- 
ners in the congregation of the righteous," Pfa. 1.5. It ex- 
prefsly fevers the juft from the unjuft, and afhgns them an in-* 
finitely different inheritance, portion, and end — it announceth 
" he that believeth fhall be' fayed," but " he that believeth not 
jhall be damned :" that "the righteous fhall go into life eter- 
nal ; but " the difobedient fhall be punifhed with everlafting 
deftrudtion :" It defcribes the wicked in their particular cha- 
racters, and then exprefsly excludes them the inheritance oT 
God's kingdom, and configns them to "the lake of fire," "and 
fhall be tormented day and night forever and ever." Now, it 
is evidently impoffible, that thefe condemned ones, after fen- 
tence and execution ; fhould ever be approved, juftified, and 
faved by this very rule and meafure of judgment, whereby they 
are excluded, condemned and configned to punifhment. And 
it is to be further noted, that the fentence of final retribution, 
by the fcripture rule and meafure of judgment, is grounded 
upon the characters formed in this life and ftate, and not in the 
future, "according to die things done or not done in the body." 
This is the do&rine of revelation throughout. " Every man 
will be judged according to their works," Rev. 20. 12, 13. 
" We muft all appear before the judgment feat of Chrift : that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, (i. e. in 
fentence and execution) according to that he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good or bad." 2 Cor. 5.10. So taught the prophets, 
our Saviour in his parables, and in his reprefentation of the laft 
judgment, and fo taught his apoftles. And this rule, meafure 
and ground of judgment doth neceffarily preclude and exclude 
all change of character and ftate •> after this life and the final 
judgment. For the rule being infallible, and the ground of the 
fentence likewife unalterable, the righteous fentence purfuant 
to it, can never be repealed, reverfed or fuperfeded by this rule, 
or in a confiftency with it, and confequently, it muft eternally 
remain in full force. Thofe that are condemned by it, can never 
be approved and adjudged to life by it, by any thing that can 
be done by them or for them, when out of the body or in the 
future ftate ; this rule hath not the leaft refpeft to thofe things* 
they are all excluded by it. And the matter and ground ot 
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their condemnation, "the evil things done in the body" being, 
in their nature unalterable— by the force of this divine rul^ 
their condemnation muft be perpetual'and unalterable. ThH 
rule of judgment alone, cuts up the doftrine of purgatory bj 
the roots, as taught by papifts and univerfalifts.* For all then 
purgatories can avail nothing, agaiqft the force pf that rule of 
mfpiration, that will infallibly determine the Hates of all men 
€c according to their perfonal character and works in this ftatg." 
Doth not the dodtrine, that the wicked fhall be juftified aqd 
faved, neceflarily infer a rule of judgment, whereby it can be 
^ffefted, effentially different from, contrary to, and fubverfivc 
of, this fcripture rule of judgment ? Is not the taking away 
* c the gofpel rule of judgment " to take away * c the things that 
are written in this book ?" Is it not to add to the things mat ate 
written ? to fubftitute, add and teach another rule for fcripture, 
whereby all the condemned by the gofpel rule of judgment, 
fliall yet be juftified and faved ? Is fuch tranfgreflions finall ? 
read the curie againft it, Rev. 22. 1 8 , 1 9. Now let the reader 

• This evinces their tenet €€ that Chrift will not finally and unalterably 
fix the ftates of all men at his fecond coming, but there will be a great 
deal after this to be done," to be an egregious error. Chrift will then fix 
the flates of ail mem, they allow— and how ? by a righteous fentence of 
retribution : a feme nee purfuant to a rule that is unalterable : and upoa 
aground that is unalterable, " the things done in the body :" which moft 
evidently conclude and fix their Hates, unalterably. The Dr. is particular 
upon this point. He tells us " that no one can, in confiftency with truth, 
be judically declared juft, unlefs he really is fo in the eye, of that rale 
whatever it be, by which he is tried," Serm. p. 4. Can any final on-. 
believer then be judicially declared juft, by that rule, €t the juft (hall 
live by faith ?" Can he ever be adjudged to falvatioa by that rule, cc he 
that believeth fhall be faved, but he that believeth not fhall be damned." 
Again he tells us, p. 12. " 'Tis impoffible a fentence of approbation and 
condemnation fhould be the legal irfue of a procefs upon the fame law, it 
the fame time," " this would be a glaring contradiction.*' Then it if 
impcffiblc for the wicked, who are condemned for their wickedneft by the 
gofpel in the final judgment, ever to receive a fentence of approbation bf 
the fame gofpel, adjudging them to eternal life ; '< it would be a glaring 
contradiction." And again, p. 13. €t If the law curfes him, it cannot 
jtrftify him ; if it convi&s him of fin, it cannot acquit hint of guilt : If it 
condemns him as a tranfgreftbr, it cannot vindicate him as a righteous 
perfon." Upon this felf-evident ground of reafon and truth, if the gofpel 
vhich is the rule of judgment, curfes and condemns the final unbeliever 
and difobedient ; it cannot juflify and fave him, nor can it be done, CO* 
silent with it, as a rule of judgment. 



c, is not that doftrine of falvation effentially erroneous, 
leaves out two effential parts of the gofpel dodtrine of fal-r 
in and redemption, and teacheth that men may be laved 
out them ? that teacheth the do&rine of the crofs of Chrift, 
xilinefs and holinefs to be unneceffary to men in this life ? 
makes gofpel faith void ? that makes the promife of God, 
example of Abraham, and the great gofpel do&rine of juf- 
ition and falvation by faith, ^of none effedt ?" that fub-r 
i the great gofpel rule of final judgment : that many ways 
ly reproacheth & dilhonors Chrift^ as Saviour and Judge ? g 

We 

This ferves to ftiew how very impertinently and abfurdly it is fu^gefted 
me— " that it reflects dishonor upon Chrift to fay and maintain, all 
wall not be faved," or '< to admit that the. devil will be fufFered to 
e and plunge, fp many of mankind into cverlafting ruin." For if 
I hath made a propitiation fufficient for the falvation of all men,— if 
free and fure to all men upon the fame terms ^ and he doth in fact ufe 
[table means in the gofpel to induce their compliance,— and all who 
ly with the terms of life (hall in fact be faved ; and that he doth in 
ive all who are willing to receive his falvation, and whofe characters 
y will admit them to be faved in confidence with the nature, terms, 
a and rule pf the cqnftitution of mercy, where is there a fhadow of 
lation for reproach ? Again, if thofe that perilh, perilh for their 
niquity ; moft juftly, under the gofpel, for neglecting and rejecting 
reat falvation ; by the force and rule of the conflitution of mercy itfelf ; 
ircumftanced as their cafe is, it becomes neceffary for the fup^ort and 
• of the divine character, authority and moral government of God : 
inconceivable how any reproach can poffibly be fattened upon Chrift, 
aviour and Judge. Is it any reflection upon him, that men choofe or 
j for themfelves ? or that they choofe their own delufions, and will 
e them ? or, that they fhould "reap" as they have "fawn," and fhould 
ire and be awarded according to their own chqice, in their choofing 
? who will avow it ? If there was any truth in the fuggeflion, their 
le reflects difhonor upon Chrift in the fame way, viz. becaufe he doth 
i fact fave all men with a compleat falvation in thi^world and worl4 
me. It is a truth he doth not fave all men from their fins, nor from 
eflmctions which follow them in this world, nor from the wrath to 
, as he doth tf his peculiar people " «' that believe and obey him/* 
if the reproach muft fall upon Chrift, in cafe he doth not finally fave 
with the eternal falvation of the people of God : why not on the fame 
id that he doth not effect for them this great falvation alfo, with which 
effeth his peculiar people I But forely, it can be no reproach to 
ft, not to fave them " who will not come to him for life," who neglect 
•efufe his falvation, who reject all his overtures, counteract the force 
I his faving means, who render his death vain, " who trample under 
lis precious blood," " who do difpite to the Spirit of Grace," and con^ y 



Wc apprehend, by what hath been faid, it muft be evident 1 r 
to an attentive impartial reader, Cf that the dodtrine and fchemc 
of the univerfalifts is confuted and reprobated by the gofpd 
conftitution throughout — in the general view of it — and in aB 
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tinue irreconcilable enemies to God : and when by gofpel confutation tta 
cannot be faved. But it would be the higheft reproach to him, to joftiij 
and fave the wicked : It would be to counteract the divine per fe&iont, to 
overthrow the moral character, the authority, law, and gofpel of God j 
with all the rules and ends of his moral government. It can be no reproick 
to him, that he doth not fave them, when in future torment. It if nottk 
work afligned him in the gofpel conftirution, it is unknown in it. It it ' J"| 
excluded and every where reprobated by it. It is no reproach to him at . ^ 
Judge, to exclude and condemn to everlafting punifhment, thofe that ire jjj 
excluded by the conftitution of mercy, and who are fo to be condemned i $* 
by the righteous rules of it ; but it is a high reproach upon his eta- j ^ 
rafter to fuppofe he will not do it. It is no reproach to him, as fo- 
preme Lord, Governor and Judge of all worlds, to render a righteoo 
and eternal retribution to all moral fubje&s according to their chancier 
and works : to fettle the kingdom of God in everlafting righteoufnefs sad 
peace : to gain a compleat victory and eternal triumph over all the incur- 
able enemies of it, whether of heaven or earth, by coniigning them to a |<j^ 
deferved everlafting deftru&ion ; and alfo to be admired in all that believe; 1 v l 
and to be glorified as a Judge in all the condemned and loft, as well as in T^ 
all that are faved, as he afTuredly will be. Upon this plain, fcr ipture plan, I y 
all ground of reproach to Chrift is evidently taken away, be thofe that pe- 
rifh many or few. It is much to be wilhed that men, initeadof giving way 
to a bold fuggeflion, would reflect, and range their thoughts in the fcrip- 
ture line of truth, and they would at once fee, there is no foundation rot 
this bate, mod reproachful reflection, upon the Lord of glory. Thefag- 
geftion, j^ainly goes upon the o'd plan of calling off the blame from the /in- 
ner, upon the tempter, or upon God. " The ferpent beguiled me, and I 
did eat," faid the woman. " The woman, which thou g a veil to be with 
me, (he gave me of the tree, and I did eat," faid the man. Tacitly and 
implicitly aiding the reproach and blame upon God the giver. So if 
heaven doth not adopt and carry into full execution their corrupt fcheme 
of faving all the wicked, then it feems, thefe men will caft the reproach of 
all that perilh, upon the Lord of glory. But how greundlefs, unjuft and 
impious is it, *« when they are judged according to the deeds done in the 
body," and «' receive the things done in the body ?'"' Our Lord exerted 
himfelf faithfully and painfully to fave the Jews from unparrallel'd de- 
finition. They were not faved, but funk under his neglected admonition! 
and warnings, into unexampled ruin. Where does he fniterf the reproach 
and blame ? upon himfelf, according to this fuggeflion ? in no wife, bnt 
wholly upon them. " How often would I have gathered thy children toge- 
ther as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not :'* 
" Behold your houfe is left unto you defolate," Mat. 23, 37, 38. his judg* 
ment is infallible. So their mifcarriage of falvation, he charges to their 

obitinacy. 
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he cffential parts of it which have been confidered — in the en- 
amples which fet forth and defignedly illuftrate the future ftate 
aid punifhment of the wicked — and in the falyation which it 
i&cheth, and which only it warrants us to hope for. So that 

all 

ibftinacy. t€ Ye will not come unto me lhat ye might have life. " That 
leclaration of God which (hut the mouth of Cain, will lilence all the re- 
itoaches of the wicked : " if thou doe 11 well, (halt thou not be accepted ? 
tad if thou doe ft not well, fin lieth at the door," Gen. 4. 7. Surely, the 
dame and confequences, tho' eternal, mud lie at the " door, where fin 
ieth." And that home addrefs, carries ftrong conviction in it ; ** if thou 
le wife, thou (halt be wife for thyfelf : but if thou fcorneft, thou alone 
halt bear it," Prov. 9. 12. It is natural toobferve, the charge of reflec- 
ting reproach npon Chrift, comes with an ill grace from thole, whofe fcheme 
is fubverfive of the character, authority, and moral government of God, and 
)f natural and revealed religion ; whofe doctrine makes faith void ; the pro- 
mifes— - the example of Abraham— the gofpel doctrine of j unification and 
Uvation void and of none effect ; and fubverts the gofpel doctrine of the 
croft and rule of final judgment : and difhonors Chrift as an imperfect Sa- 
viour, and by " introducing his blood as operating to the finners j unifica- 
tion and falvation in a way not appointed by God," and again ft the me- 
thod prelcribed in the gofpel, and many other ways as hath and will be 
(hewn. The charge comes with a peculiar ill grace from "fome of them" 
who highly difhonor Chrift, by a very corrupt conftruclion of his own 
words. (E.G.) our Saviour addrefles a mod folemn woe and warning to 
Judas, as Mark 14. 21. " The Son of Man indeed goeth as it is written 
of him : but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed : good 
were it for that man, if he had never been born." The words are expref- 
five of high indignation againft the treafon, and a heavy punifhment to 
the traitor : fo that it would have been better for him, " if he had never 
had a being." To fay, it means, " that he would have efcaped all the 
diftrefs he fufFered in this world, and might have been happy, if he had 
never been born," is a conilruction, by which the pointed indignation, 
the heavy punifhment, with the terror and force of the warning, are all 
loft ; is not this to difhonor Chrift ? Again, he gives a pointed defcription 
of Judas, as " the fon of perdition, that is loft," John 17. v. 6 to 13 in- 
clafive. He fpeaks exprefsly " of the men given him out of the world," 
'* to whom he manifefted the Father's name," " to whom he gave his 
words," " who received them," " have known and believed himfent, Uy 
him," " who were with him," " kept by him" and " none of them loft, 
but the fon of perdition," « c that the fcripture might be fulfilled." Evi- 
dently referring to the fcripture that predicted his crime and punifhment. 
How could he have given, a more pointed characteristic defcription, of 
Judas ? Is it hot then to difhenor Chrift, fir ft to deny Judas is intended, 
and then to confront and endeavour to overthrow all this evidence of 
(he truth, by moll falfe and pitiful evafions ? as to fay, " the fallen angel 
bears the character of perdition," in which there is no truth : " fin is pro- 
duced by him, and therefore Ailed a ion." But can this fon, fin, be 




deceitfully, " where can wc find it ? Equally falfe and more pernicious, 
is the conftruttion of" the (beep and goat*/' 25- Mat. By fheep we aie 
told " is intended every fon and daughter of Adam." Bat our Saviour 
points out "his (heap'' by a diftin&ive, diftinguifhing character "from the 
reit of the world," in John 10. v. 3,4,5, 16,26,27,28. and thefe no doubt 
are the fheep here intended. "Tie goat"|| it is {$$ "in many place* j$ 
given as the figure of the fallen angelic nataj£;° ^Efat how wild arid pit* 
fumptuous, when not an inftanceisfoun&tofuTOorift? the matter irvaqf 

plain. . 

II See fome deductions from the fyftcm of revelation, p*I9* so/aljjA. 



(■ lta )■ ... 

aH hope of deliverance from tKe wrath to come* arid of (alvaM 

to them who die in their fins, is intirely cut off by it* Confc 
qucntly, their future piinifhment miift be as endlefs as cfadr i 
immortality; And in a perfect agreement Herewith* ourLonl 
feems evidently to limit our faith* and all our hopes and praytB 
for the Salvation of mankind, to this life and world* In teach- 
ing us to pray to our heavenly Father, " thy kingdom come* 
and will be done on earth, as it is in heaven/' Confining aD 
hopes' of a work of God's grace* to ihgather and meften wb-* 

jeds 

one " of the men given him out of the world,'* " to whom he manifet 
ted the father's name," " gave his words," t; who received them)" cc te 
lioved him fent, by him," " who was with him ?" &c. How falfe and 
il npid ly sbfiii-d ? Or to fay, " the foul of Judas was the breath of God," 
'« and his body produced by ordinary generation," and " neither thefts 
thcr of his fpirit nor his natural parents could be termed perdition;" Hot 
ridiculoufty impertinent ? For Judas by character and righteous deiignf 
tion, might furely be " the fon of perdition," it is the thing intended 
Juft as the malicious jews were by charter and imitation " of their father 
the devil, John 8. 44. and as Elymas " was a child of the devil/' Afts 13; 
jo. " But to put it out of all doubt" we are told " Paul hath declared 
the fon of perdition to be the man of fin; who is to be revealed previooi 
to the fecond coming of Chriil," 2 Thef. 2. 3. this makes bad* worfe — if 
a inoit evident pervcrfion of one fcripture, to juflify the perveriion ofanP ' 
ther. For how evident, this man of fin which had then no being* whole 
exigence was then future, and was to commence fome 1 ages after, cannot be 
the fon of perdition, intended by our Saviour? Can this rnan of fin be one of 
" the men given him out of the world," " who had been with him," £c 
Now aftonifhing ? It fecms out of doubt indeed, that thofe who fo teach 
and write, either know not' what they are about, or mean to deceive and 
impofe upon others. And fuch perverfions are the more iniexcufable, be- 
caufe the fenfe of our Saviour, to thofe who attend to fcripture language, 
is very obvious. As " children of wrath " are heirs of wrath j fiph. 2. 3* 
and as € * children of God are heirs of God," Rom. 8. 17. and as fiich, df- 
ftined to the heavenly inheritance. So Judas is a " f6n of perdition" u 
an heir of perdition, who hath merited it, and is defignated and configned 
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yje6ts for heaven* to their abode on earth* ' What can a urriver— 
* falift want more to convince him, of the impoflibility of falva- 
: tion to them, that die in their fins ? Would he be fatisfied.were 
it Jhewrii "that every way of relief to them is fhut out," cc all 
: hope barred," and their "devices of relief are confuted and re- 
probated" in the revelations of God ? We are content to do him 
this friendly fervice» It is clear* the wicked caunot be faved by 
any thing dorie by them oi* for them in the intermediate ftate 
between death and the refiirreftion j for " they that have done, 
evil" fhall then have a refurreftion to damnation, John 5* 29* 
rior in the day of judgment, for then every one "will be judged 
according to their works," and receive in fentence and adtuai 
ifetribution* tc according to the deeds done ill" the body" in this 
life* The wicked in their perfons fhall be fentenced and,'* gp. 
away into everlaftingpunifliment," Mat* 25* 41, 46* " They 
that know not Godj and that obey not the gofpel," as they are 
bexfonally defcribedj fhall be personally u punifhed with ever- 
lafting deftru&ioh* 1 TheiV 1* 8,9. " And whofaever are not 
found written, in the book of life, fhall be caft into the lake of 
fire," RevV 16. i 5, They cattnot be faved by cries and intrea- 
ties, for when they pray "Lordj Lord, open to us," he will 
fejeft them with " I never knew you," " depart from me* ye 
Workers of iniquity," Luke 13* 2$, 27* — 'Tis added, v. 28.- 

"there 

|>lairii. Our Lord had ofteft taught^ iri the great day " he wduld fever the 
juft from the unjunV ' &c. here from the 31ft to the end, he {hews the man- 
ner of the proceTs, viz. " by gathering of all nations of men before him," 
«* by feparating them orte from another according to their character « 'as juifc 
or unjuft" which he fets forth by the natural figure of "a fhepherd dividing 
his iheep from the* goats ;" he will then pafs fentence Upon the one and the 
other " according to their character and works." And when the fentence 
is patted, the wicked will not look up to the Saviour and be faved as they 
prefumptuoufly teach, " but go away into everlafting punilhment, and the 
righteous into life eternal/' This conftrudkion is moil plain and eafy, and 
perfectly agrees with every reprefentation of the final judgment throughout , 
Revelation. Whereas the Conftruclion we oppofe doth not admit "the jufl 
fhall be fevered from the nnjuft/' the good from the bad*" '* the faithful 
from the unfaithful," and that " all fhall perfonally receive in a&ual re* 
tributkm, "according to the things done in the body," tho' abundantly 
taught by our Saviour and his apoftles. ' It is therefore directly oppofite to 
and fubverfive of the fcripture do&rine of the eternal judgments It is 
ftrange that any who have read the fcripture with attention can endure fuck ' 
an enormous error, and encourage rad* teaching, againftthat divine pre* . 
hibition id the fewnd epiitle of John \*io>u % Q, 
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ration, cc verily I fay unto thee, thou flialt by no means com 

out therfce, till thou haft paid the uttermoft farthing," M*\ 
5. 25, 26. Since all means and ways of deliverance areefc 
prefsly excluded, but thatoffuflferingthe eternal' death whidi 
is the juft wages of fin : all hope of it muft be barred and cat 
off forever. Their refources of relief are alfo particularly etf. 
eluded and barred. All the hope of perilhing finners is in At 
infinite mercy and grace of God ; but this mercy, by gofpd I 
conftitution is limited to ^ veflels of metey afore-prepared u* ' 
to glory/* in this world. f ? And there is no proyinon of moor 
for finners continuing fuch," but it is written of the wicked 
"he fhall have judgment without mercy," Jam. 2. 13. and 
"they fhall have wrath without mixture," Rev. 14.10. Again, 
all hope from the death and facriftce of Chrift, to thofe wh 
make it vain in this world, is totally excluded 1 for it is writ? 
ten, " his death fhall profit them nothing :" and *« there it* 
mains no more facrifice for fin," to them — neither this or any 
other, « but a fearful looking for of judgment, which (hall dtr 
voiir the adyerfaries." Moreover, they cannot work out their 
deliverance and falvation by their own ability, or by any thing 
which can be done by them. For our Lord represents them, 
when <c caft into outer darknefs, into a date of weeping ana 
gnafhing of teeth," cc as bound hand and foot," Mat". m. ij. 
vnder total difability for fuch exertion. But how can this ft 
true of unimbodied fpirits, or of the wicked after the refurrcc- 
tion ? there is doubtlefs important truth and inftruftion in it: 
nor is it difficult ifi find it. In the conftitution and frame of 
human minds, Hope is the mainfpring of $£tion and exertipp,: 
defpair cuts the finews of all endeavour. Therefore the door 
of mercy muft be opened, to fpring hope and exertion. .And 
when this door is forever fhut againft them, all exertibp for 
falvation is as effe&ually excluded ^nd barred y as activity js 
to him who is literally " bound hand and foot." And ourSa- 
viour teacheth us " this door will be {hut*' againft them, Luk. 
13. 25. which is another ftrong evidence ^ f that gofbel means 
fhall never pafs upon them." J 

Now, 

X Some fuppofe Chrift in his human fpirit, in the interim betwee* 

his death and refurre&ion, went and preached to the fpirits in prifpn. So 

b«y conftrue the words of Peter, 1 Pet. 3. 18, 19,20. ^ but quickened ftf 
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Ah Nx>w finee k appears, that thofe who die in their fins oanftog 

R*Jbe£ftYficJ-".by anything intervening between their death aruj 
^jF*ifan^6tion," nor " in the day of judgment," nor * c by intfea* 
^jfe^" #by gofpe} terms of lift?," c f by gofpel means/.' or " by 
i; '•!:..'-■ '. : * . - • ' . .' an y : 

J, tic Spin* ; by whicl} alio he went and poached ijnto the fpirits in priibn ; 
.- *j«hic}J.fpinetin>e were difobedignt, when once the long-fuftering of God 
^" "wilted iii the days of Noah, while the ark was preparing, &c. But thii 
S' ^eonftrd&ion is inconfifterit with the letter of the text, which fpeake exprefsrf 
K jpf ** the fpirit whereby Chrift was quickened" in bis refurrc8ion---and nof 
I '■': frf Iris Jiuman fpirit. By which eternal Spirit he inipired Noah a preacher. 
i ifi righteoufnefs, fo t^ach aqd warn thofe difobedient finners while the -ark 
?v^was conftrufting, who were now in prifon. This is the defigned ihftruc* 
jjl^tSon. And this oonftrudtioh of theirs is inconfiftent with the defign for 
£■ fvhich die apoftle here and in 2 Pet. a. 5, to the 10th, introduceth the ex'~ 
/' Juhple of tl|e falvation of Noafy, and the deftru$ion of the difobedient of 
' *"f he. old wor(d. It is adduced for warning, that the difobedient and ungodly 
'«inder the gofpel, fhall be caft into the prifon of hell, and' '* be referred to 
ft6e day of judgment, tp be punilhed ;" as exemplified in.the difobedient, 
*-$hat perilled from under the preaching of Noah, And alfo to admonifli, 
' ^peourage and animate chriftians fo tp do and fufFer the will of God, .as to 
anfwer the great defign of thechril^ian difpenfation, that they may be blefr 
if d. and enjoy the great falvation of God, as exemplified in that of Noah. 
' /Mow the defigned inftrultion, warning, * admonition and animating en~ 
.coaragement are all loft, in their conftru&ion ; which (hews it cannot be 
5 frne. Tpfyis cpnftruQjon, of theirs, is likewife confuted,, by the manifeft 
. "abfurdity of it. According to fcripture, the work of Chrift and his mini- 
fterS is to preach the gofpel to thofe under the difpenfation of his kingdom ; 
and'dot to thofe that are out of it ; as thofe are who die Si their fins. How 
abfiird to ftfppofe Chrift in perfon mould go and preach tp thofe in prifon* 
^yithrwhpm he has nq more concern as a Saviour, than with the devil and 
;* jus angels their a/Tociates in character and miferv $ to whom he was not 
appointed a Mediator and Saviour ? How abfurd to fuppofe him to go and 
.preach the gofpel of life to them, when he knew it would be all loft labour, 
and nqt a foul of them would hear, repent and live ? when he knew and 
»|iad taught the world in the parable 0/ Dives, their characters and ftate 
' was fixed, and would admit of no change ? and had repeatedly taught, that 
'in the day of judgment they fhould be condemned and punifhed, as workers 
• pf iniquity ? and very exprefsly that «* they that have done evil, fhall come 
forth unto the refurreclion of damnation ?" John 5. 29. which is decifive, 
. {here .is no change of cjia,rac"fcer and ftate to them, between death and the 
refurreftipn. It is evident their conftrnclipn cannot by any means be ad- 
mi ted : but if it was, it avails them nothing* For the gofpel was not preach- 
ed to them, in prifon, in the extenfive addrefs of mercy and hope, \p. which 
it is now. preached to all the nations of the earth : but is limited.*' td the 
difobedient in the days of Noah." The' reft of the difobedient, nngodry 
world/notwlthftanding this* fappoftd partial, preaching of it, are left un- 
. <tfer condemnation, without hope, referred to the day. of judgment, tQ bfc 
yuii^ed. Their end i^ deitru^n, + 



*hy means whatever, ordinary or extraordinary j" no, nor f c by 
the mercy of God," Cf the mem of Chrift," or by their own 
rower and exertions," we conclude it muft be r eviderttto the 
miparttal reader, ?nd we . hope . tp the univerfalifts, f * thit all 
relief to them is (hut out," " all hope barred," and <c all their 
devices of falvation are refuted and reprobated in the revebti4 
pns of God. And confequently, the impoflibility of their 61- 
yation is fully evinced. It feems proper in this place to con T 
fider two doftrines which are main pillars in the fcheme of ouj 
Opponents, that art dire&ly oppofite to die exhibition we havt 
given of the gofoel conftitution, arid are to be corifidered a$ 
objections againft it, viz. One is, that the future punishment 
is a ftate of difcipline, " to make the fubje&s of it a "willing 
people" and fit them for heaven ; and n6tffcri£tly of jietribti- 
tion. It is a difciplinary, a!nd hot capital punilhrhent. The 
Other is, {hat at fome unknown period, they will all bpw to the 
authority of God-.-and fo be delivered $nd faved. As to- die 
%r& point, it is to be rioted, that a ftate of trial j and 3 ftate df 
retribution, in the ftrift fenfe, of difcipline and of capital pu T 
niftiment, are as diftinft and contrafted as any two things in 
nature, as virtue and vice, as life and death — eflentially difr 
ferent in nature and defign. And it is to be obferved, the 
fcripture conftantly holds up this diftinftion, as what makes the 
grand, the infinite difference between the dates. of men iivthis 
*world and world to come. For there is no do&rine tnofe plain 
throughout revelation, than that this is, a ftate of trial and 
difcipline ; and the future a ftate of retribution in the ftri& 
fenfe as contrafted with it. And it is fealed and confirmed 
beyond doubt, by the do&ririe of the eternal judgment, vhefe- 




juft ftill," and " he that is holy fhall be holy ftill.* Add to 
this, every defcriptiori of the future punifhment^ announces ft 
to be capital, retribute punifhment ; and not difcipline. Is 
death, by the hand of public juftice, that is the award of ju ft ice, 
and aits men off from the kingdoms of this world, a capital 
punifhment, with men ? fo is that death, that cuts dflr the 
wicked from the kingdom of Cod, arid in which they muft 
endure the juft^ the f uU wages of fill. An4 the perditiqa ami 
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deftru&kfti of the ungddty; pursuant to their dditfrit, ami taj 
judicial fentence executed in a difpenfation of wrath and jufticcs 
fejecefiarily carries the idea of capital punifhment. And wheii 
the word eternal or everlafting is added,it is capital, retributive 
burtifhment in the ftridteft, higheft, ftrongeft fenfe conceivable 
|ry thtf mind of man. The fcriptures are very plain, that ia 
the fcftfe 0f ftri& retribution, " God will render vengeance to 
his taemifes/' " and reward them that hate him. " But the 
idea of difcipline annexed to the future punifhmeat, (hocks us. 
by its abfvirdity and impiety, every way* Whole difcipline 
is it ? we know bf no difcipline to fave men, but that appoint- 
ed in the kingdom of Chrift ; and exercifed under his adorable 
adminiftratiom But this punifhment is inflidted after thedif- 
penfatidn of his kingdom is ended, and the great affairs of it 
are all fettled in the day of judgment, and on thofe, who are 
cut off and caft out of it * and from all the difcipline and pri- 
vileges of it, and are delivered over to be tormented, &c 
Surety* it cah be none of his difcipline. If their do&rine of 
difcipline be admitted, then the devils are now under a difci- 
pline of mercy, for falvation. Yea, they are the firft candi- 
dates for it, for this punifhment was originally prepared and 
appointed for them, Mat. 25* 41. which luppofition is abhor- 
rent to fcripture and common fenfe. Again, if the do&rine 
of future retribution, be a do&rine of difcipline* then in the 
day of judgment the righteous will be adjudged to a Hate of 
difcipline, as well as the wicked* in which it will be poffible 
for them to change their ftate, and to lofe their chara£ter$ and 
bleflednefs to eternity * Which is too {hocking to be admitted, 
tor dt> they admit it. Yet the do&rine of retribution is the 
ianhe to both ; and the fcripture makes no diftin&ion* " every 
O0e {hall be rewarded according to their works," and cc every 
toe fliall receive according to the things done in the body* 9 ' 
Conftquently, the chara&er and ftates of both, will be fixed for 
eternity in that day* or neither of them. Moreover, according 
td their do6tririe, a ftate of outer darknefs is more effe&ual, 
favingty to enlighten men, than all the light of the gofpel : a 
ftate of Wrath and difpenfation of wrath, more effe&ual to fub- 
dtie and foften the hearts, of m^n, than a ftate of mercy, under 
all theibfon^ngi transforming means and grace of the gpf^el*. 
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Arid a ftate of iiniveffal wickednefs ittttr which, all tfic^rtflfy 
gate and abandoned of the earth* with the devil and his angek; 
are caft, without a fingle godly foul in it j is a more effefttti 
fchool to form to holinefs and meeten fubjc&s for heaven j thaf 
the fellowfhip of faints, the fociety, examples and prayers rf 
the godly, and all the light, means, and grace of the kingdom 
of God, in this world* For altho' the latter are effectual (at 
the falvation of many ; yet they are not effectual to the falw 
tion of all under the diipenfation of it* Whereas that difri j 
pline is maintained to be lb effectual, as that all that are exor- 
cifed with it, Ihall be faved. What can be more abhorrent to 
common fenfe ? or more reproachful to Chrift, to his goipd 
and kingdom ? A man that can fwallow fuch (hocking impttf 
and abfurdity, may fwallow a camel. Let this cpeftion bt 
fairly examined, viz* Can their doftrine agree* with the ddfr 
trine ofdifcipline taught in fcripture, and by common fenfet 
Is that punifnment among men, which is to the fubjeft of it 
"death," "deftru&ion," "perdition," utter ruin* difcipline i 
and not capital ? if not, how can a puniftiment with everlaft- 
ing deftru&ion, be difcipline ? In the fcripture exhibition of 
discipline, a door of mercy is opened, terms and means of fid- 
vation are appointed, whereby finful men may be reconciled and 
faved. But the door is fhiit — all thefe are excluded to thofc, 
who are cut off and caft out of the kingdom in the future pu- 
niftiment. Scripture difcipline, is to form the characters of 
men for a future judgment and a ftate of retribution : afc 
ter the charafters of all, are already forined, difclofed, and 
judgment rendered on them, fentence paffed and put in execu j 
tion, wherein the righteous are rewarded and the wicked pu- 
nifhed. Again, it is a grand objeft and end of difcipline as 
taught by fcripture and common ienfe, to form men to be good 
fubjefts of the ftates and kingdoms of this worlds and of die 
kingdom of God. But how can a capital puniftiment, that 
cuts them off and Units them out of both kingdoms^ boffibfy 
agree with it ? In the divine difcipline, infinite wildorrt » 
tempers judgments with mercies, as to be beft adapted to the 
good of the fubjeft. But how can a difpenfation otjudgmeflt 
without mercy, and " wrath without mixture" confiib With k i 
A grand objeft ofdifcipline is the good df the fobjc&fciercifel 

with 
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s tvith it. But vindictive wrath as held forth in all the difcrip- 
:■ tidns of the future punifhmerit, and the enfamples of it in this 
5 world, is not for the good of thofe who perifh in it ; but for 
» the vindication and fupport of the divine charadter and govern- 
- mehtj and for the good of others. How incongruous and ab- 
.. furd would it be to addrefs a criminal going to execution, in the 
i. language of diftipline ? to tell himj in the defign of govern- 
, rhent you are going to be hanged for your good ; to make you 
. a good fubjeflt, and meeten you for the privileges of that king- 
~ dom of which you \vill be forever cut off, by it. And equally 
, falfe; lhockirig arid moire wicked, to addrefs finners— - cc if you 
go on in . your finsj you will be damned for your good ; to 
. meeten you for the inheritance of that kingdom of Chrift and 
of God, from which yoii are eaft out, cut off and excluded, by 
your ptinifhment." One inftance more^ in fcripture difcipline,. 
the object is^ that men be faved in the day of the Lord, and 
not condemned with the world, i Cor. 5. 5. ch. 11. 32. and 
infinite wifdoni; love and care is exercifed in an addrefs of the 
moft powerful motives, to pfeferve and fupport the characters 
of thofe who are heirs and to inherit the heavenly kingdom. 
They are enjoined " to keep themfelves from idols" "iinfpot- 
ted from the world/' "to fhew themfelves children of their 
heavenly father " by divine imitation — cc to fhine as lights of 
the world/' " that others by their good works might glorify 
their heavenly Father," ff that they may be preferred unre- 
bukeablcj" " be accounted meet and worthy, the heavenly in- 
heritance prepared for them," But how effentially different 
and oppose* the difpenfation of God to the wicked in the day 
of judgment and world to come ? Their characters expofed > 
ana all their wickednefs, fecret and open* laid open to the view 
of all worlds in the day of judgment J then caft out of the king- 
dom as aCcurffed, and configned to the moft ignominious and 
painful punifhment with the devil and his angels j configned 
.to Ihame and " everlafting contempt ?" Now, is it poffible 
that the preferVation and total deftruftion and ruin of charact- 
ers, fliould both be appointed " to form characters and meeten 
fubje&s fof the fame' kingdom & inheritance ?" Can both un- 
der one denomination and character of "difcipline" belong to 
the fame plan of mercy, and conftitution of grace, whereby 

R only, 
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only, finful man can be favcd ? an infidel, might be afhamed 
to imbrace fuch palpable contradictions and abfiirdities, as ar- 
ticles of his faith. 

I pafs to the other tenet* viz. That all who are configned to 

.the future punifhment, will in fome future period, bow to the 
authority of God, and fo be delivered and faved. Their prin- 
cipal fupnort is, Ifa. 45. 22,23* " Look unto me, and be ye 

. faved, all the ends of the earth :" (not hell) "for I am God, 
and there is none elfe." <c I have fjvorn by myfelf, the word 
is gone out of my mouth in tighteoufnefs, and fhall not re- 
turn, that unto me every knee fhall bow, every tongue fhall 
fwear." Refering the particular defign of thefe words to ano- 
ther place, I fhall obferve two or three things to clear the text 
from their conflru&ion. I would firft obferve, St. Paul twice 
quotes and applies thefe words, but not to eftablifh this future 
bowing and falvation of the condemned, in the laft judgment. 
Once it is to fet forth the fupreme and uncontroulable domin- 
ion of Chrifl over all things, Phil. 2. 9,10,11. This will be il- 
luftrate when in fa£l " every creature (friend or enemy) fhall 
be made to bow to him," and every tongue fhall confefs Jefus 
Chrifl is Lord," the fupreme Governor and Judge of all. But 
this is confident with the deftru&ion of his enemies : yea, it is 
this fupreme uncontroukiblc dominion and power of Chrifl: that 
infures the cverlafiling falvation of his people, and deftruftion 
of his enemies. Therefore, mod pertinent is the addrefs in the 
next verfe, cc work out your own falvation with fear and trem- 
bling." In the other inftance, he applies it exprefsly to the 
day of judgment, Rom. 14. 10,1 1. " For we muft all ftand 
before the judgment feat of Chrift," <c for it is written, as I live 
faith the Lord, every knee fhall bow to me, and every tongue 
fhall confefs to God." It is evident from this application of 
the words of the prophet, that they will have their fulfilment 
in the day of judgment, and it is the laft fulfilment they 
will ever have, for it is the laft we read of. But it is certain 
that " this bowing and confefiingwill not be accompanied and 
conne&ed with the falvation of all men in that day : for the 
wicked will then be condemned and muft fuffer unutterable 
pain and torment as they allow.f Their conftrudtion then is 

excluded, 

f See Salvation for all men, preface, p. 4. and p. 24. 
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excluded, confuted and \vholly i'er afide. I would next obferve, 
<c this bowing" belongs to the conftitution of the kingdom of 
Chrift in this world j as truly and fully as any other text in the 
book of God, This cannot be denied : confequently, it muft 
and will have its accomplifhment in his difpenfation of the 
kingdom in this world, or in the lettlement of it at the end of 
the world, For then every thing appertaining to his kingdom 
will be fulfilled, " and the millery of God will.be finifhed." 
This cuts off and excludes their conftruftion, Entirely. To 
make the matter more plain, I obferve further -, the text hath 
a fpecial reference to two grand, remarkable periods, in which 
it will have a literal and eminent fulfilment. The fir ft period 
is jn the difpenfation of this kingdom in this world \ in the in- 
gathering of all nations, even " the fullnefs of Jews and Gen- 
tiles" into it : " When the kingdoms of this world" by cordial 
fubje£tion, fhall literally " become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Chrift," Rev. 1 1. 15. The call to " the ends of the 
earth, to look to him and be laved," hath a pointed reference 
to this period : it will be fo extenfively eiYcclnal, as that it may 
literally and with greateft propriety be laid " that every knee 
doth bow to him, and every tongue dcth fwear" fealty, and o- 
bedience to him : and {hall openly profefs cc in the Lord have 
I righteoufnefs and ltrength," v. 24. and an innumerable mul- 
titude no doubt will be faved. " In the Lord ihall all the feed 
of Ifrael be juftified, and Ihall glory," v. 25. The other pe- 
riod, is. the day of judgment, at the final fettlement of the great 
affairs of hi$ kingdom, This we fee Paul exprefsly witnefifeth. 
Then all and every one, willing or unwilling muft bow, to 
his authority and fentence as fupreme Lord and Judge. The 
unwilling and difobedient muft bow under the fentence and 
weight of his wrath. The icripture very clearly gives us the 
key of this conftru&ion > but never once extends it beyond the 
day of judgment. In this way the text gives us important in- 
ftru&ion and encouragement to bow in a cordial lubjeflion to 
Chrift in thi$ world, that v?e may be fayed. And inforces the 
duty with a folemn admonition ■ and warning, that in cafe we 
negleft it, we muft fcow to his authority, power and fentence, 
and abide the tremendous, and eternal confequence. But in 
their conftru&ion, the defigned inftruftion and advxvQ\\\x.\oTvfet 
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the good of the world, is loft. For this and many other reafons 

we muft of neceflity, rejedt it. Let the queftion be put, Where 
is this bowing in the future ftate, required ? where as a term 
of falvation ? where is there any promife made to it ? there is 
none in the revelations of God : it is unknown in it. It is not 
that bowing by faith, that is the gofpel term of life j that is for 
this world " to fave us from the wrath to come" and not thofc 
who are in that ftate of mifery. Gofpel faith, eflentially differs 
from that bow;ing to divine authority they let up, in ail refpe&s. 
It differs as to ftate, fubjecft, worlds, and eftecls. Faith is for 
this ftate, that for the future : the fubjedte of the one* are fub- 
je&s of mercy, under a difpenfation of mercy : the other " vef- 
fels of wrath, fitted for definition, in a ftate of perdition :" — 
the one in this, the other in the world to come : and as different 
in effect. Faith brings glory to God, to his Son, to his autho- 
rity and grace : it <c purifies the heart from dead works to ferve. 
the living God' ' in this world: cc it overcomes the world/'&c. 
but their bowing in the future ftate cannot pofiibly anfwer the 
grand purpofes of faith, in this world. It brings no glory to 
God and his promifes ; doth no honor to Chrift and hi$ gpfpel •> 
brings no fecurity to piety, to vertue and holinefs, and to the 
intereft of the kingdom of God, in this world. It doth not 
ettablifh the law, nor the requifitions of the gofpel, but makes 
both void. It cannot overcome the world, for it commences 
after the earth is perifhed ; and there is no world to overcome, in 
the gofpel fenfe. Therefore, this bowing can overcome no- 
thing, but the whole gofpel conftitution ; with its infinitely im- 
portant connexions ; to which it is direttly oppofed. For the 
plain language of it is,-— God gives up to his enemies, his infi- 
nite authority and government as exercifed in this world : he 
makes the great fkcrifice of the honor of it ; and of all the re- 
quifitions of law and gofpel in this ftate -, and cancels all the 
threatnings and curies 01 his facred book ; then they bow and 
take falvation. The fuppofition is big with blafphemy and dif- 
honor, horror and ruin. 'Tis defolation to the charadter, autho- 
rity and government of the infinite Jehovah : and it announces 
abfolnte ruin to the whole moral creation. For, this great fa- 
crifice once made, no foundation is left for the confidence, hope 
and happinefs of creatures^ to reft upon. This future bowing 

" ' " is 
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is a dodrine of infinite reproach & mifchief, every way. What 

more ruinous to perifhing finners ? while it promifeth them 
redemption, it lulls them afleep in a ftate of condemnation and 
wrath : while it prqmifes them liberty and falvation, it rivets 
the chains of bondage, corruption and mifery upon them $ with 
a vain delufive expe&ation of a future bowing to effedt it. It 
cafts the higheft reproach upon the eternal judgment, by teach- 
ing, it will not be final to mankind ; nor any manifeftation of 
retributive, vindi&ive juftice, againft the objects of juftice,&c. 
It is highly reproachful to the infinite majefty, truth and juftice 
pf God. When to alarm a loft, ftupid world to their duty and 
fafety, he hath fo. oft proclaimed it his prerogative and glory 
* c Vengeance is mine, and I will recompenfe it :" Yet whea 
the great day of fengeance is come - y this doftrine teacheth, no 
vindidtive wrath will be executed upon his enemies ; no retri- 
butive juftice will be rendered to veffcls of wrath fitted for 
deftru&ion j~ it is all c< difcipline" in earth and hell, But dif- 
cipline cannot be retribution ; no more than light and dark*- 
ndfs, black and white, can be the fame. - It is highly reproach- 
ful to the Saviour, teaching that he executes the office, and 
fettles all the great affairs of his kingdom, as Judge ; before he 
has finifhed his work as a Saviour : After which we are told, 
<c there is a great deal to be done," &c. It doth indeed pre- 
tend to. honor the grace of God and merit of the Saviour : but 
it cafts infinite reproach on bodi, as infufficient to fave in this 
world, thofe who arc to be fayed, thereby : infufficient, to fave 
them but by their pejfonally enduring the future torment to 
make them a willing people. It is moft highly reproachful to 
the kingdom of Chiift, with all the glorious apparatus of in- 
ftitutions, means, privileges and advantages of it, accompanied 
with all the exertions of God and men to fave men in this 
world. This doftrine teacheth, it all unneceffary ; the whole 
might be {pared. This bowing, it feems, will fave them as 
furely, effectually, and more extenfively. In a word, it levels 
the gofpel and the jdivine religion taught in it, with the fuper- 
ftitions of this world, and with no religion at all in point of 
neceffity in this world, to final falvation. This bowing,it feems, 
will fupply the want of the gofpel, and of all religion and vertue 
in this world, and fave all that need falvation, without it. — 
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Who now doth not fee, that this do&rine in the natural opera- 
tion of it, is an outlet to all vertue and good ; and an inlet to 
all wickednefs to deluge the earth ? and that it is mofbfubver- 
live of the good and happinefs of mankind, in time and eter- 
nity ? It is as fatal to the fouls of men, as the doftrine of juftk 
fication by the law and by works, fo ftrongly refuted and repro- 
bated by St. Paul ; and far more mifchievous to the interefts 
of fociety and welfare of men, in this world. Surely it is high 
time it was banifhed Chriftendom, and out of the world ; and 
let all the people, including all the uni verfalifts fay, amen* to it, 

We pafs on to the 5 th general propofition,viz. The dofhine 
of the future puniihment we maintain in oppofition to their'sj 
was fully believed by the Jewifh and Chriftiag church, and by 
their infpired teachers. 

' Our opponents, in tracing the antiquity of their doftrine tQ 
Clemens and Origin, tacitly conceed it was unprofefled in the 
church of God until that period, Till then, the church of 
God, Jewifh and Chriftian, were in the undiftuvbed profeflion 
of the common doftrine of the future punifhment, we main^- 
tain. We have politive evidence in the teftimony of Philo 
and Jofephus, two approved Jewifh authors, who lived very % 
near the time of our Saviour and his apoflles, that the Jews 
(the fadducees who denied any future ftate, excepted) believed 
and maintained the future punifhment to be perpetual and e- 
ternal.* We know it is the neccflary refult of the profeffed 
articles of their faith, viz. that "'God is the rewarder of them 
that diligently feek him," and " the avenger of the difobedi- 
ent." They believed the refurreftion of the juft and unjuft ; 
the future judgment, and a future ftate of retribution to the one 
and the other, and that devils and wicked men would never in- 
herit the mount Zion of God in heaven : and conlequently, to 
be confiftent, they muft believe their punifhment to be as lad- 
ing, as their exiftence'and immortality. 

Again, when our Lord addreffes fuch an home application 
of his doctrine to the fcribes and pharifces, with repeated woes 
againft them for their hypocrify and wickednefs, with an <c how 

can 

* The teftimony of thcfe writers hath been repeatedly cited by the 
teamed, as Dr. Pridean, Dr. Whitby, and lately particularly recited by 
~>r. Gordon in his dottrinc of univexfal falvation examined, pag. 8?, to 
**s& the reader is referred. 
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can yc eicape the damnation of hell ?" Cf ye fhall receive grea- 
ter damnation/ ' &c. Mar. 23. 13,1 4,33, &c. it is morally cer- 
tain, from their carping difpofition and their particular concern 
in fuch an application, that they would have excepted againft 
his do&rine, could they fiave found any poflible room for it. 
Therefore, their profound filence upon this head, is a clear, 
tacit confeflion and ftrong witnefs his general doflrine with all 
its everlafting terrors, was agreeable to their public faith, how 
much foever they difliked the pointed application. 

Further, it is well known the Jews maintained, that finners 
of the Gentiles livin^and dying in idolatry, without the know- 
ledge of the true God, would be utterly and finally loit, to fal- 
vation and hope. And in this fenfe, familiar to the Jews and 
difciples, our Lord fpeaks of Judas as "loft :" ftiies him " the 
fon of perdition,' ' denoting him an heir of and configned to 
perdition, as before noted. Paul taught, and the chriftian 
church believed, this fame do&rine with the Jews ; that f c Ido- 
laters fhall not inherit the kingdom of 000," 1 Cor. 6. 9. that 
idolatrous gentiles, continuing in that ftate, are "without God" 
and "hope" ofhisfalvation,Eph. 2. 12. that unbelievers under 
the gofpel are in the fame fenfe "loll" : " but if our gofpel be 
hid, it is hid to them thafare loft : j- in whom the god of this 
World hath blinded the minds of them that believe not," 2 Cor. 
4. 3,4. that Paul had no hope of the falvation of any, but thofe 
who entertained the gofpel faith in this world, is evident, from 
his great anxiety for the Jews that they might "believe and be 

faved :" 

+ To evade the force of all this it is faid, if yet the Son of Man came 
to feek and to fave them who were loft." " He came, not to call the righ- 
teous* but finners to repentance, " fee fome deductions from the fyftem of 
revelation, p. 18. and what then ? The inference deligned is, tc that all 
that our Saviour and his apoftles reprefent as loft, and all the impenitent 
fhall be faved." Never worfe logic and divinity. Our Saviour has taught 
us the way in which only he will fave them who were loft. '« He that be- 
lieveth fhall be faved, but he that believeth not (hall be damned." He 
not only calls finners to repentance, but inforces the duty with certain 
perdition to the impenitent. "Except ye repent, ye fhall all likewife 
perilh." Now will he in the day of judgment, or in any future period, 
gainfay this do&rine, which he taught on earth ? and fay to the finally 
impenitent and unbelieving, * c ye fhall not perilh and be damned, but 
fhall be faved ? Will any but a thoro* placed infidel affirm it ? and yet 
if he doth not fo gainfay it, they are forever loft, and cannot be faved j 
and the defigned inference is deftroyed. 
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fkvecl :*' troth his great and ardent labours, * c if by any means 
he might favefome of them/* Rom. n. 14. 1 Cor. 9. 22. and 
from his etfprefs declaration, that the difobedient to thegofpel 
fhould ct be punifhed with everlafting deftru&lbn," 2 Thef. 1. 
8,9. Moreover, there is one article of faith, in whibh the 
jfcwilh and chriftian church were united j which is deciiive,viz. 
that no one can ever be faved but in compliance with the terms 
of life, appointed of God to men, in this itate. This feems 
evident, in the queftion refpe&ing circumcifiori agitated by 
the apoftles and primitive church at Jeriifalem, as recorded ill 
the 15th chap* or A£ts« Thejudaizing teachers and christians 
maintained, the abfolute neceffity of circumcifiori to falvation.-. 
They taught * c except ye be circumcifed after the manner of 
Mofes, ye cannot be faved," ven 1* The fimple queftion iri 
difpute was, whethef circumcifion and afilbmiffion to the ritual 
of the law of Mofes^was aneflential term of falvation under the 
gofpel,or not* 'This fully implies, their unanimous agreement 
in this principle, viz; u That the terms of falvation appointed 
of God to men iri this vtorld, muft of neceffity be complied 
with ; and that no one under advantage for it; could ever be 
faved without it. For if no terms were effential and neceffary 
to falvation, or if all men might be faved in the future world 
without complying with any terms in this , the queftion whe- 
ther circumcifion was neceffary, and they could riot be faved 
without it ; was idle> futile, and very abfurd. Surely it is in- 
credible, that the chriftian church, with the infpired apoftles 
at their head* accompanied with the iuperintending influences 
of the Holy Ghoft* fhould be concerned, in the decifion of a 
queition which in reality had no foundation for it. The fup- 
pofition carries the higheft reflection of diflionour in it/ The 
conclufion therefore, forces itfelf uoon us cc that it was the u- 
nited faith of the jewilh and chriftian church, and their infpired 
teachers, that of neceffity we muft comply with the appointed 
terms of life in this world, or never fee and enjoy the lalvacion 
of God." The confequence is clear, the final negle£txtf$ of 
falvation cannot be faved, but muft be miferable throughout 
their exiftence. And what need we more ? We have the faith 
once delivered to, and aftually embraced by the faints of God: 
the faith of the apoftolic church, built upon the apoftles and 

prophets. 
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firopkets, JefUsChrift the dhief corner ftone ; which we are told 

is the pillar and ground of truth* . We know no other rule of 
faith j here we are fafe> and no where elfe» I fubjoin but one 
i-emafk i All the arguments of our opponents from fcripture, 
muft be from miftake and mifconftrudlicn of the facred texts : 
for the infpired penmen* and particularly Paul* never believed 
their do&rine* but the contrary t which he and they taught, 
and the church of God received from them* They never 
taught* that ill the unbelieving and difobedient of this World 
ftioUld be faved in that which is future, " by bowing to the 
authority of God," becaufe it is contrary to their Unanimous 
faith) as hath now been evinced* They never taught but one 
doflrine of falvation as heretofore illuftrated \ and but ohe way 
to obtain it) by a cordial compliance with the gofpel terms of 
life in this ftate and World : by which, as the rule of judgment, 
the ftates of men will be decisively and finally determined, in 
the day of judgment* t 

This brings Us to the 6th and laft pi-opofitlon, viz. to fheW 
that the doctrine of the laft, the eternal judgment fet forth in 
the Wofd of God, and particularly by our Saviour and his apo* 
ftlesj is decifive of this controversy ; that the fenterice and pu- 
hiihment of the wicked will be eternal* 

Is riot the day of judgment purpolely Appointed, to adjuffc 
arid fettle the all-important affairs of God's moral kingdom* 
for eternity ? If fb 3 the decilion will be final, and the contro- 
versy is at an end* The decifions of that day a* final and foi* 
eternity, ot as temporary, makes & tiioft cflehtial difference in 
the fyftem of revelation, and in the pradtical influence of the 

S do£trihe 

% Pr6m this principle, itti rnany other ways; it is evident, the jewifli 
and chriftian church did not Believe in two manners of falvation • one for, 
the ele& and fanftified lit the refurre&ion and day of judgment ; the other 
for the tmfan&ified non*ele&* afterwards. It is direftly oppofife to this 
juttcle of their faith, and the current of fcriptttre. Nor did they believe 
in their patch- work doctrine of a world to come and nekt Hate, flot eternal* 
Confifting df age's of ages taken off from eternity and the administration of 
God when all iri all ; and fomehbw talked on to time, after " time mail bd 
no more/' in which the Saviour, when he hath long before executed his* 
work, as a judge 1 , mail eompleat his work as a Saviour. Thefe enthufiaftic 
dreams, of vinonary, theoretic dreamers, have ftarted forth into the world 
lorig enough fince the days of inspiration, and appear as much unknowri 
And difregarded by the church of God, in the days of infpimion, &j dtf 
wild reveries of the Elcft Lad/ in tie north of \»4 



do&rine upon mankind * and therefore highly merits attention* 
That there will be fuch a final fettlement, in which the king- 
dom of God will fhine forth in eternal perfe&ion and glory j 
feems a clear diftate of reafon and fcripture* And when to be 
effe&ed, if not in the great day of univerfal judgment ? They 
admit there will be fuch a fettlement, but fay not at that period 
For ** there will be a great deal to be done after the fecond 
coming of Chrift," &c. If fo, it feems> the fettlement of this 
great kingdom our Lord will then make, will be partial and 
imperfect : he finishes the difpenfation of hia kingdom befoit 
lie hath compleated his faving work : and he executes his of* 
fice ofjudge, before he has finifhed his work as a Saviour j and 
before matters arc prepared for a final fentence and decifion of 
the ftates of multitudes, who are to be judged by him. How 
irrational, unfcriptural and difhonorary is all this ? The abfur* 
dity of that tenet is fo glaring* at firft viiew, that a few hmis 
will be fufficicnt to evince and fix the true do&rine* 

When it is confidered — the tenor of revelation teacheth* 
this ftateof rinankind is irttrodu&ory to one that is eternal : — 
this, a ftate of difcipline $ that, of retributio/i ; that the day df 
judgment is certainly appointed to decide and fettle the ftates 
of all men, good and bad, for the world to, come i that then in 
fa<5t, the righteous will be adjudged cc to life eternal " and the 
kicked " to everlafting punilhment j" and th<e belief of that 
decifion as final and unalterable. to them, is the grand fupport 
of the faith, hope, conftancy and fidelity of the godly in all 
ages ; and that the hopes and fears of all men are every where 
terminated in the decifions of that day and no other— cc by thy 
words thou (halt, be juftified, or by thy words thou Ihalt.be 
condemned," <c the word that I have fpoken, the fame fhall 
judge him in the laft day/* is the do&nne of Chrift, Paul 
prays for his friend and benefaftor Onefiphorus, cc that he 
might find mercy of the Lord in that day •" and Jude teaches 
•us <c to keep ourfelves in the love of God," in that way "look- 
ing for the mercy of our Lord Jefus Chrift unto eternal life." 
But not a fingle inftru&ion in the book of God, to look for 
mercy after the decifion of that day. Who that views the, con- 
curring evidence and force of all this, can doubt, the decifion 
of that day will be final ? Again* die grand defcriptions of 

"die 
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the day of judgment, with the infinitely important tranfa&ioru* 
and defigns of it, clearly indicate it, final. When all nations 
and the whole moral world {hall be aflembled before Chrift-.- 
fliall render their account at his bar — the charafter and ftates 
of all be fixed by him : fentence and execution fhall pafs upon 
all univerfally, both the righteous and wicked ; — What more 
can be requifite, to a compleat, final fettlement, of the dates of 
all men, and the whole moral world ? And what can be the 
meaning of this inconceiveably grand affemblage of the whole 
moral world, and procefs of the eternal Judge, if it be not find. 
and for eternity ? Further, the heavens will reveal Chrift in 
that day, for the reftitution & regulation of c < all things fpoken 
of by all the prophets,'*)! which remain to be regulated. And[ 
when he hath finished his work, adjufted & regulated all things- 
fpoken of in revelation, there can be no more to be done, ac^ 
cording to fcripture : it is final and for eternity. Again, Chrift 
will then come in his glory, and in the glory of the Father and 
of the holy angels of fet purpofe, to raife the dead, judge the 
world, fettle the kingdom of God, and to be glorified as Savi- 
our and Judge, in a manner as never before or afterwards. We 
fiirely conclude, he will then execute fuch an all-important 
work, as never was before and never will be repeated : that the 
ftates of , all that are judged, will be finally fixed 5 and the king- 
dom of Qod will be fettled finally and in higheft perfeftian and 
gjbry ; to be adequate and anfwerable to Tuch an appearance 
and defign. Can a partial, imperfedt fettlement be adequate 
and anfwerable to fuch an infinitely magnificent appearance, 
and to a defign correfponHing to, and worthy of it ? Dqth the 
fpirit of ipfpiration arreft. the attention of the church and world 
of mankind, to look for no more, than fuch a work, at his 
coming ? Will faints and angels behold no more than this par- 
tial, temporary work, in the finishing of his kingdom, in that 
great day, for which to glorify the adorable Immanuel ? Who 
can believe it ? It is alfo to bfe noted, it is the day of the pub- 
lic manifeftations of the fons of God in their glory, as never 
before or afterwards ; and the day of vengeance of our God a- 
gainft his enemies : the great day to magnify his word and 
illuftrate the promifes and threatnings of it in the cleareft and 

* ftrongeft 
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ftrorigeft light : to reveal and manifeft his righteoufnefs ; to 

vindicate his authority and government, and to difplay the 
glory of his moral chara&er and government, in the open view 
of the univerfe, This done, what more can be needful ? Yea, 
what more can he dpne, to fettle the all-important affairs of his 
kingdom in the higheft perfe&ipp conceivable, for eternity ? 
and we repeat the queftion, When will it be effe&ed, if not in 
that great day ? Jnfpiration gives us a prophetic view of the 
grand fcenes of providence, to. take place to the end of the 
world, and of the unutterably grand fettleirient of the kingdom 
of God and the ftate§ of the napral world in the day of judg- 
ment : but if this^ be not final ; it gives us no intimatipn pf 
the time ^nd manner in wkich the final fettlefnept for eternity, 
by far the jnoft important of all, is to be made, This furely 
4s a moft dark and incredible affair, It is admitted, the ftates 
of the righteous will be then fixed for eternity : and \vhy not 
of the wicked, lijtewife .? when there is pne judge, one day ap- 
pointed, and one and the fame rule, for both, Add to this, 
the fcriptyre po where tcach ; that he \vill ever fettle the ftate 
of the finally difobedient in^ 3 retribution of mercy ; por any 
rule given whereby they eyer can be adjudged, to eternal life : 
but in eyery account of it by pur Saviour £nd all the apoftles^ 
particularly Paul and John, \t will be fettled in a difpenfation 
of ftrid, retributive juftice and yindi&ive wrath. Our Lord 
>yil| fay to the wicked, **• depart ye cuffed,*' an.d <f thefe {hall 
go away into everiafting punifhment/* as he teachejhus,2£th 
Mat. St. Paul exhibits the ground and whole procefs of the 
day of judgment againft the difobedient, upon the footing of 
ftrift, impartial, retributive juftice. " Seeing it is a righteous 
thing with God to recpmpenfe tribulation to them that trouble 
you ; and to you who are troubled, reft with us." Here is the 
righteous ground of it, He proceeds to defcribe the manner 
of his coming, cprrefponding with the defign of it, in the 
ftrongeft language of vindictive wrath < { when the ^ord Jefus 
lhall be revealed from heaven, in flaming fire/' this is the man- 
ner of his appearance, (e taking vengeance on them that know 
, not God, and that obey not the gofpel of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift j who ihall be punifhed witheverlaftingdeftru&ion from 
the prefence of the Lord, and from tfre glory of his power,"§ 
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this is the work he will execute. St. John teaches, after the 

judgment cr whofoever were not found written in the book of 
life, were caft into the lake of fire," Rev. 20. 1 £. Now, we 
read of no mercy for them, no reverfal of this judgment, no 
other clecifion of their ftates for eternity : and it being fo writ- 
ten and left, plainly fhews it final, and for eternity. 

Moreover, every general defcription of the future judgment 
with its refult and confequences, exhibit it, as a final fettlement 
of the ftates of all ? good and bad. The prophet Malachi re- 

f>refept$ it, Cl the day of God's making up his jewels" for ever- 
afting glQry \ when there will be a perfedt, final divifion made 
c< between the righteous and the wicked," " him that ferveth 
God, aqd him that ferveth him not."|| And what is the con- 
fequence ? ^ all the wicked fhall bejbumt up, as an oven."i 
Is not this final to them ? John the Baptift affures us " Chrift 
will thoro'ly purge his floor, gather the wheat into his garner, 
and burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire ? Can any figure 
more ftrongly reprefent, a final fettlement ? Is not the divifion 
perfeft, between the righteoys and the wicked, intended by 
the wheat and chaff ? and is not the work as finifhed for the 
chaffi the wicked, when ''burnt up with unquenchable fire" as 
fpr the righteous ? we have feen that our Saviour in a variety of 
parables teaeheth us, that at the end of the world, <c he will 
come and fettle the great affairs of his kingdom, by making a 
perfedt fepar^tion between his fubjefts according to character, 
c€ between good and bad, the juft and unjuft," accompanied 
with 3 full retribution, and clofed with everlafting fentences on 
the righteous and on the wicked. If this doth not clearly and 
ftrongly evince it a final fettlement of their ftates for eternity, 
vhaj; words, what defcription can do it } 'One thing more 
pnerits attention, the peculiar epithets and emphafis put upon 
the fyture judgment, indicates it final, It is frequently ftil$d 
** thelaft day : M f and the grand works appropriated to it are, 
the univerfkl refurreftion, and univerfal judgment and decifion 
of the ftates of the whole moral world. Now as there will be 
HO reffarre&ion of the dead, after that period, there is the fame 
feafon to conclude, there will be no more judgment ; and that 
no one will be adjudged to eternal life, after that day. It is 
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repeatedly defcribed as * c that day" by way of emphafis, to 

denote it the mod important day that ever will be. But if the 
moral kingdom of God, and the ftates of all men, will not be 
finally fettled for eternity at that period, whence this emphafis ? 
where is the propriety of it ? It is defcribed, as cc the eternal, 
judgment :" thus it was taught by the apoftles, and fo it was 
received by the chriftian church and as a " firft principle of the 
chriftian faith ;" " Therefore leaving the firft principles of the 
do&rine of Chrift," &c t u of the refurre&ion of the dead, and. 
of eternal judgment," Heb, 6 f 1,2. but why was it fo taught 
and fo received, if the decifion and fentences of that day, be 
not final and for eternity ? Is it not a glaring contradiction, to. 
fay, there will be a judgment after " the laft " and that which 
is Cf eternal ?" Why ftiould not this convince and fatisfy every 
one, fince all the defcriptions of the future judgment uniformly 
and decifively fpeak the fame doctrine ; and there is no intim*-* 
tion in revelation of a judgment, alteration, or another decisi- 
on, after that great day ofthe Lord. Still dreaming theqrift* 
would fancy another day, and fettlement ; but they are preclu-» 
ded by the teftimony of God. " For the Father judgeth no man, 
but hath committed all judgment unto the Son," Joh, < t 22, 
€t The Son will execute the office of judge, the power ofjudg-* 
ment, and finilh the work of judgment, in the c < laft day f* and 
then give up the kingdom and commiflion of Judge unto the 
Father, and <c God will be all in all," in admihiftration thro' 
out eternity. An impartial mind may fee this clearly taught 
1 Cor. 15. 24, to 29. We have before transcribed the para-* 
graph at large and obferved, that " the coming of Chrift," <*tho 
refurreftion," "the end," " the putting down all enemies, and 
fubdual of all things unto him," * f the delivering up the king-, 
dam," " the Son himfelf fubjeft," and "God all in all,"' are 
all fet forth, as coeval, cotemporary events to take place togc-* 
th'er in the grand period of the laft day : and doth clearly e«* 
vince the all-important fettlement then made ; final, and for 
eternity. How can it be otherwife, when the difpenfation of 
Chrift's kingdom is at an end ? and there i§ neither judge— * 
tribunal — nor day appointed, for any after audit and judg-s 
ment ? the fpirit of infpiration hath connefted thefe grand 
events together, nor can they be fevered and difconne&ed, 

without 
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Without unfcnptural prefumptioh and violence. Upon the 
whole, wc find not a fyllable in fcf ipture upon this fubjeft, a- 
gainft it : but from all the defcriptions given of it, we have e* 
very reafon to confide in it, as an undoubted truth, cc that the 
•day of judgment is purpofely appointed to adjuft and fettle the 
alUimportant affairs of the kingdom of God and of Chrift, and 
*the ftates of all mankind, for eternity ; and was accordingly 
taught and believed by the apoftles and primitive church, to be 
*f the eternal judgment/' and as fuch received as "a firft prin- 
ciple" of the chriftian faith. The conclufion is irrefiftable— 
she fentence both upon the righteous and wicked to comport 
with this grand defign, muft be "eternal.** That day is de- 
ligned to reveal and manifeft the righteous judgment of God, 
in a retributive juftice and punifhment to the wicked, accord- 
ing to the demerit of their fins, which is eternal death.* The 
fentence and punishment awarded in that day, will perfectly 
.agree with all the imported, figurative and literal defcriptions 
of it throughout revelation 5 which we have fhewn, uniformly 
teach it without end, and eternal. In that day, there will be 
an open, vifible and lafting feparaqon made, between the righ- 
teous and the wicked : and to anfwer to the enfamples of it, it 
will be cc everlafting/' The gofpel Conftitution, promifes, 
threatnings and rule of judgment are all unchangeable, and will 
abide forever. Therefore the fentence of condemnation in that 
day, muft be eternal * it being impoffible they can ever be de- 
clared juft, by the fame conftitution & rule of judgment, which 
condemns them* The ground of the future fentence, things 
done in the body in this life* is unalterable and unchangeable : 
of courfc, a righteous fentence upon it, muft be irreverfible and 
eternal : inafmuch as the ground and rule upon which it is 

pa(Ted, will remain everlaftingly the fame*- A punifhment, 

to anfwer the grand purpofe of a full, everlafting vindication 
of the charadber, authority and government of God, and to fet- 
tle his kingdom in eternal peace, fecurity, dignity and glory i 
we have before fhewn, muft be eternal. In a perfedt agree- 
ment with thefe evident pofitions, our Lord affures us, the pu- 
-mfhment to which he will fentence the wicked in that day, and 
into which they fhall go away, is "everlafting." €t Then fhall 

he, 
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he fay unto them oh the left hand, depart from rrte, ye Curied* 

into everlafting fir?, prepared for the devil and his angels*" 
"And thefe fhall go away intoeverlaftirig puniihment : but the 
righteous into life eternal/'j; Can any one doubt* the word 
"everlafting" in this fentcnce is to be underftood in the ftrift 
fenfe ? Let it be confidered* when our Lord is revealed in his 
immenfe majefty and glory on the throne of judgments no and 
doubts, he will fully fwpport the dignity and glory of his dun 
rafter, as judge* From whiGh we infer, cc the words in thifi 
fentence are moft dear, unambiguous and dec'iAve." Fot it is 
inconfiftent with all propriety, decorum and dignity in a jtidgej 
to announce a capital ientence in any other words, but what 
are familiar and of a determinate meaning* The fame word* 
therefore, in the fame fentence, muft have determinately the 
fame fenfe and meaning. This word "everlafting" as descrip- 
tive of the punifhment of the wicked, and of the devil and his 
angels, muft have the fame meaning to both* This fame word, 
in the fame fentence, contrafting the duration of the punifhment 
of the wicked, with the life and happinefs of the righteous,muft 
decifively point out the fame duration to both* To fuppofej 
our Lord means to point out a temporary punifhment to the 
wicked, and an everlafting happinefs to the righteous, by one 
and the fame word* in the fame fentence, is to fuppofe him to 
ufe it with fuch amazing ambiguity, impropriety and indeco- 
rum, as no earthly judge would be guilty of, in a capital fen- 
tence- Far be fuch an imputation from the Judge of all worlds* 
This fentence was given by our Lord, and is written to affur6 
the world how he will fettle the ftates of all men, good and bad 
in the day of judgment, for eternity. And we have juft the 
fame affurance in it, that the punifhment of the wicked will be 
ftri&ly "everlafting" as we have of the life and hapjrinefs of the 
righteous. Again, upon this ground of conftru&ion* punifh- 
ment is to be underftood, in the ftrift fenfe of" retributive 
juftice," and the word "eternal" muft be taken in that fenfe in 
which it would be moft eafily and naturally Underftood by the 
Jews and difciples. And by the ufe and repetition of this term 
of duration, our Lord defigns decifively, to determine the du- 
ration 

J Mat. 25. 41 and 46. * Thofe wfco kn6w tta original, know tfc* 
&me adjcftivc is ufed in each part of the defcriptkuu 



iration of this punifhment, which is by far the greateft terror of 
it, as furely and folly as that of the happinefs of the righteous. 
It is a punifhment in the future, invifible ftate, and this word 
that defcribes the duration of it, mull naturally be underftood 
in that fenfe in which it is ufed, to defcribe the things of the 
future and invifible world; which is "the never ending fenfe :" 
*<the things which are feen are temporary, but the things which 
arc not feen are eternal," % We muft doubtlefs understand it, 
according to the invariable ufe of it (ue.) to be as lading as the 
feature and conftitution of the things, to which it is applied : 
being here applied to beings by nature and conftitution immor- 
tal* in an eternal ftate ; the fentence to the righteouS and to the 
wicked muft be ftridtlyi eternal. The difciples would natu- 
rally, yea neceffarily undfcrftand it, in the fenfe taught by the 
prophets, commonly believed by the Jews, in which they had 
been educated, and which had been repeatedly confirmed by 
our Lord, which is ftri<5tly eternal. And our Saviour doubtlefs 
defigned it in this fenfe* in which th^y would naturally receive 
it ; to fuppofe otherwiie,. would be a direft impeachment of his 
integrity us a teacher, and to difhonour him as ajudge. More- 
over, he hath defignedly and decifively fixed the duration of 
the future punifhment, by way of connexion and contrail : it 
will be as lafting, as " the fire," "the everlafting one prepared 
for the devil and his angels," with which it is conne&etl $ and 
as lafting, as " the eternal life of the righteous," with which it 
is contrafted; Fofrwhy is this word ufed ? why, in this connxi- 
bn, and with fuch repetition, but to fix the duration of it ? and 
how is it poflible to be more clearly and ftrongly fixed, in fo 
few words ? This miift be decifive and determine the contro- 
verfy; Criticifm upon a word in fuch a cafe, avails nothing. 
When the nature, the grand defign, the conftitution and rule 
of judgment, the grounds of the fentence, and the ends of this 
infinitely important tranfa&ion in the laft day, are all confider* 
ed, with the decifive language and manner of the fentence, by 
connexion and contrail, it is impoflible the apoftles could un- 
derftand the punifhment of a limited period ; which, it is pro- 
bable they had never heard 6f. The word "eternal," placed in 
fuch variety of ftrong connexions, is as determinately fixed, as 
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is perhaps poflible for a word to be : and this ientence fo dear; 
unambiguous and decifive (than which perhaps* no capital fen- 
jience was ever more fo) will do honour to the eternal Judge. 
It precludes all cavil and criticifm, and mocks it with defiance. 
Indeed, there is fomething extremely indelicate, incongruous 
and abfurd, in criticiiing the words of a capital fentence, to fit 
afide the ipirit and energy of it. Becaufe, from the nature of 
the thing, they are always fuppofed to be the moil plain, dear 
and determinate. Suppofe one of the carpers of this world, 
fiiould criticife the word "death"' in a capital fentenefc pro- 
nounced upon a murderer : he addreflfes the criminal, with the 
great mercy of the government which forbid the execution : 
tells him, fuch violent execution (hocks humanity with its hor- 
ror, and qyr reafon with its incredibility, " it exceeds belief:" 
and to footh his fears* adds, You mnft note the word "death" 
is ambiguous, and certainly ufed in a variety of different con- 
ftrudtions in fcripture, and in common language ; and there-* 
fore is doubtful, as conne&ed in the fentence paffed upon you : 
fbmetimes it means natural death* fometimes tho* feldooi, a 
violent death, at other times moral death, fbme times neither 
of thefe, but only the fear and danger of death : " in deaths 
oft" fays Paul : notthat he often died, but was oft in fear and 
danger of it : fo the fentence may put you in fear and danger, 
and not be literally executed : or, it may mean death in law, 
that you lhall be an outlawry ahd fufFer lofs and damage by it* 
and this may m part be the meaning of it. *But there is ano- 
ther, a modern fenfe, which (altho* unknown in fcripture and 
to all the conftitutions of the world) is yet the true fenfe, viz. 
u that the murderer, the wickednefs itfelf, and what of the evil 
Ipirit blending with you inftigated to it, lhall literally be hang- 
ed ; but you perfonally, foul and body, fhall flip through the 
rope, and lhall be compleatly faved alive." Would not every 
man of comrr\on fenfe, reprobate fuch an unnatural, barbarous 
kind of criticifm, as a Ihocking, abufive impofition on the pri* 
foner, and the higheft indignity offered to the judge ? Andis. 
not the impofition upon perilling immortals,and the indignity 
offered to the fupreme and eternal Judge in the fubje& before, 
us, beyond all conception greater, and moredeteftible ?■ Verity^ 
it appears io horribly impious, to attempt to criticife away the 
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>rs of the laft, the eternal judgment, and of that decifive 

*nce, the moft tremendous that ever was or will be pro- 
iCed in the uruverfe, as well may make one's heart and 
i to tremble. 

Te halve now exhibited the proofs propofed, and trufl: it is 
e decifiyely clear and evident under each propofition, and 
icularly the laft ; that the future punishment of the wicked, 
terally defcribed in the text, will be ftriftly for ever and 
"— perpetual, and without end, If the future judgment be 
!, the fentence is iireyerfible, and it i§ impoffible the con- 
ned in that day fhould ever he fayed. Arid it behoves us, 
salize the certainty, the great pra&ical defign, and eternaT 
iTtance of the doftrine, that hath been illuftrated, How 
ly doth it admonifh the world of mankind, to ftand in awe 
flh not ? what more forcible argument to repentance can 
dduceel, than that of the futurfc judgment, with its eternal 
equences, as addreffed by Paul to governor Felix, and the v 
of hisUluftrious audience ? well may firinerson the brink 
i^ieyerlaftingdeftruftion, tremble like felix,at the thoughts 
mtinuing in fuch a fearful condition, adore God for his pa~ 
:e, and he led to repentance by the riches of his goodnefe. 
h what readi(iefs of heart and adoring gratitude, fnould we 
race theoflfer of life andfalvation in Chrift ? For,the eternal 
stance of his redemption may be feen and read of all men, 
egreatneft and eternal pains and terrors, from which, it de- 
s allwho believe and obey him. Surely, it ought to be* 
cdingly important and precious in our eyes. Well niay the 
ty fubje&s of it rejoice in the beginnings of it, aiid lift up 
heads with joy at the approach of the great day, when their 
Tiption (hall be compleat, arid they put in poffeffion of the 
lal inheritance. The great day is coming, which will cer- 
y decide our ftates, for eternity : and it isjuft as certain, 
that everlafting life or death await u$ in the coming world, 
at the future judgment is final. And what can more for* 
' w^rn us, not to negleft fo great falvation ; and auicken 
haften our preparation for the coming and kingdom of 
-^ord. The evidence produced may be further ftrength- 
and the fubjeft appear ftill more clear, when the arguments 
it Opponents from fcripture texts, and their evafions arq 

dered aad confuted^ iff the fcqucl; Tf *k*& 
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PART III. 

Wherein are confidered the fcripture texts adduced, to prove, 
the uni verfal falvation of all men : and likewife the evafions, 
to evade the force of the fcripture texts, and arguments pro- 
duced, to prove the everlafting punifhment of the imgodly^ 

SECTION I. Scripture texts confidered. 
In the anonimous treatife, to which attention is given in this 
part, there are no texts which fo afFeft the controverfy as tq 
need difcuffion, until we, come tQ the third proppfition. 

Proposition III. Chrift died, not for a feledt number of 
men only, butformankinduniverfally, and without exception or 
limitation. The author alledges in proof the texts which fpeak 
of Chrift's dying "for us" " for pur fins" << fcr finners" " for 
the ungodly" f'for the unjuft" and as "the lamb of God which 
taketh away the fin of the world" and c ?hath made propitiation 
for our fins, apd not for us only, but the whole world, " who 
gave his life a ranfom for all" and "tafted deathfor every man." 
And further adds, a§ though it were on purpofe to prevent a 
mifconepption of this extenfive defign of his death, he cpmmif-. 
iioned his apoftles, and fent theni forth < c to preach repentance 
and remiffion of fins, through his name, to all nations, "yea, to 
every reafonable creature under heaven," which he infers could 
not cpnfiftently be done, if in virtue of his death, the forgivenefs 
of fins, and eternal life, had not been attainable by all the fons 
of men. ^ The true inference is, that remiffion of fins and eter- 
ml life are attainable by all the fons of men, in the way of faith 
in Chrift, and repentance towards God, in this life : upon the 
exercife of which, it is afcertained unto them. This comports 
with the defign of thefe texts ; and ftates the defign of the death 
of Chrift in its true extent and juft limitation. The gofpel com- 
miflion is produced, as teaching c ?the extenfive defign of Chrift's 
death" with fuch precifion "as to prevent mifconftru6tion/»V , 
It is fatal to their fcheme : for, the apoftles^wore to teach faith* 
and repentance, in their connexion with remiffion of fins and 
eternal life, as attainable by the fons of men in this life, only. 
This doftrine they were to preach to all " the living nations of 
the earth ; and as opportunity preiented, to every humane crea- 

* ture 

* See the falvation of all men tie fcheme of God. Printed in London, 
w 7 8 4> p>'zo,2U 
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ture in them, under heaven :" but not to the dead, who died in 

their fins — not to any in future torment : confequently, the 
falvation of all thefe, is not attainable \ they are excluded out 
of the commiflion, and from the defign of this death, as pre- 
cifely and decifively taught in it. They are neither included 
in the commiflion, nor in a fingle paffage in revelation, as thofe 
who are to be faved by the raniom of Chrift. The meaning of 
thefe texts is very ealy, if we take this commiflion, or the gofpel 
constitution for the key of their conftru&ion, as we ought to do. 
Thus i Joh. 2/ 2. * c He is the propitiation fQr our fins (who 
are believers) and not for ours only, but alfo for the whole 
world :" fo that by becoming believers, they, as well as we, 
fliall affuredly be faved by it. We have before fhewn, that 
the univerfal terms of the gofpel proclamation, exhibiting the 
fulnefs of the provifion made for the falvation of men, muft be 
limited by the terms of mercy and life let forth in 'it ; which 
defignedly difcriminate the fubjedte of adtual, final falvation. 
So our Saviour taught, notwithftanding the provifion made, 
and invitation given, is in the fuleft and ftrpngeft terms, " be- 
hold, all things are now ready,*' cc whofoever will may come." 
Yet thofe who refufe the invitation & negledt the gofpel terms 
of life iC fliall never tafte of his fupper." " Chrift hath tailed 
death for every man," that whofoever believeth on him thro* 
the world, fhall be faved, and yet aftual falvation will never be 
extended to any but the believing and fan6tified in this world. , 
That this is the genuine meaning and conftruftion of thefe 
texts, feems very evident by thefe ftiort arguments. ( 1 .) Aftual 
falvation cannot be extended beyond the defign of God, in 
providing the Saviour and fetting forth this propitiation ; which 
is limited to thofe who believe, Joh. 3.16." For God fo loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofoever 
believeth in him ihould nqt perifh, but have everlafting life.** 
(adly.) Aftual falvation cannot extend beyond the intention of 
Ghrift in giving this ranfom, which is limited to the fanftified 
in this world. < c Who gave himfelf for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity, and purify to himfelf a peculiar peo- 
ple, zealous of gopd works," Tit. 2. 14. (3dly.) It cannot 
extend beyond the grace of God, given in purfuance of it, and 
to render it effectual. But (his grace pi God which brings 
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our is hereby refle&ed on the obedience and blood of Chriff 

(by limiting juftification and falvation to believers only) 
is in reality of conftru&ion, to reproach God : and it would 
indeed be a reproach to Chrift alfo; to introduce his blood 
as operating to the finrier's juftification (and falvation) in a 
way God has not appointed." cc The foolifhnefs of God, is 
wifer than men," and u the wifdom of this world is always 
found (efpecially when the reafoning is in diredt oppofition to 
the all-wife conftitution of God) in the end, " to be fbolifhnefs 
withGodi" If God has made it neceffary that the finner fliould 
be a believer (which can be only in this world) before he fliall 
be juftified 5 or, what means the fame thing, before he fliall 
reap faving benefit by the obedience and blood of Chrift, we 
fhall give all due honor to this finifhed work of his, while we 
confider it as available to the juftification of the believing fin- 
ner, only. We now give it its proper ufe (and that which is 
infinitely the moft honourable) and (hould difgrace, rather than 
honor it, fhould we extend its ufe, and attribute a fufficiency to 
it to a purpofe God never defigned it for."H And to extend it 
to the falvation of final unbelievers, is to extend it to a purpofe 
exprefsly againft the defign of God and our Saviour declared 
in the texts we have argued from. This teftimony of the Dr. 
is full and ftrongly conclufive, and is a full confutation of the 
abfurd infinuations and reafonings in the general remark; 
To proceed, 
Proposition IV. "It is the purpofe of God, according 
to his good pleafurei that mankind univerfally, in confequence 
of the death of his Son Jefus Chrift, fhall certainly and finally 
be faved*" The firft text adduced in proof is, Rom. 5. 12, 
to the end. It is as needlefs, as it would be tedious, to go over 
his paraphrafe and notes to fupport it, which take up about 
feventy pages. That which immediately Concerns us at pre- 
fent is, his doftrine deduced from v. 15,16,17,18,19 and 21, 
viz. that by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, the juftification of life 
is come upon all men, fo that they fhall univerfally cc reign in 
life forever*" He fays, p< 80. " the plain truth is, final ever- 
lafting falvation is abfolutely the free gift of God to all men, 
through Jefus Chrift $ that is to fay, he has abfolutely and un- 
conditionally determined, of his rich mercy^ through the inter- 

//: S& his fermons, p. 174, 5,6,7* & 8 % . veiling 
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yening mediation of his Son Jrfus Chrift, that all men, the 

whole race of lapfed Adam, ihall finally reign in life, and be 
prepared for thatftate, by being formed into righteous perfons." 
This is the doftrine he makes this apoftle preach to the world. 
Certainly, Paul taiight no fuch doftrine, " that juftification of 
life is come upon all the finally wicked, and that they fhould 
reign in eternal life.'* It involves the grofieft ablurdities in it ; 
it is contradifted by the current doftrine of fcripture, and is 
repeatedly refuted by Paul himfelf : the word juftification can- 
not :y.imit of three or four different fenfes in the fame continued 
difcourfe, as in his introduction and paraphrafe he makes it to 
do, to fupport his tenet ; and this tenet is dire&ly fubverfive 
of the apoftle's doftrine " of juftification by faith/' with all his 
arguments and illuftrations in fupport of it ; and in fact infers 
the very conclufion and doftrine which Paul rejefts with the 
mmoft abhorrence, "with a God forbid." In a word, the fcope 
of the apoftle in the foregoing part of this epiflle, his reafon- 
in gs in fupport of, and inferences from his dodtrine of juftifi- 
cation by faith, in connexion with his grand defign in the whole, 
all naturally and neceirarily lead us to aconftruftion effehtially 
different, and fubverfive of this author's conftruftion and doc- 
trine. If thefe things are true, it is impofiible the apoftle could 
preach the doftrine we oppofe. Here ( i .) the fuppofition that 
Paul taught this doftrine, involves the groffeft absurdities in it. 
Paul could not teach the finally wicked fhould cc reign in life 
forever," without tranfgreffing the bounds of his facred com- 
million, and direftly contradicting his inftruftions given in it, 
in the letter and fpirit of them : which is grofsly abiurd. His 
commiCion we have recorded, Afts 26. 17,18. cc delivering 
thee from the people, and from the gentiles, unto whom now 
I fend thee ; to open their eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of fatan unto God, that they 
may receive the forgivenefs of fins, & inheritance among them 
which are fanftified by faith that is in mc." Chrift's inftrufti- 
ons in this commifiion plainly v/arrant and limit him, to pro* 
mife and infure the forgivenefs of fins and the inheritance of 
heaven to them, and them /only, that are fanftified in this 
world, by faith in Chrift. He could not therefore teach that 
juftification of life is come upon all the unbelieving and un* 



(. ^ 6 .) 

fan&ificd, and they fliall reign in life forever, without dire&ly 
contradi&ing the letter and fpirit of his inftru&ions, in this 
facred commiflion : which no believer can admit. And the 
commiffion to the other apoftles carries prccifcly the fame in- 
ftruftions and limitation in it. They were commiflioned to go 
forth into all the world, and " preach the gofpel to every crea- 
ture ;" and to inforce the requifttions of it, by thefe infinitely 
weighty arguments, cf he that belie veth fhall be faved, but he 
that believeth not fliall be damned," Mar. 16. 15, 16. They 
could not go beyond the commandment of the Lord to alter 
thefe terms of falvation and damnation, to fettle the ftates of 
believers and unbelievers, for eternity. They had no authority 
to alter the terms of life and death to mankind, fo decifively 
fixed, in their inftru&ioos : and therefore they could not teach 
that final unbelievers " fliould reign in life forever" without 
contradicting the Very language, letter and fpirit of their com- 
miflion, nor without betraying their facred truft, in fubverting 
the terms of life and death they were ordered to publifh to the 
world : and withal fubverting the adorable authority, thefe 
terms were defigned to fupporr, and by which, they were com- 
miflionated : and thefe terms are infallibly fixed, as the only 
way of life for finful man. No Chriftian can admit fo impious 
an abfurdity. Again, the obje£t of Paul's miniftry was, " to " 
open the eyes of men and turn them from darknefs to light, and 
the power of fatan unto God." It is grofsly abfurd to luppofe, 
he would take the devil's doftrine, to fubvert his kingdom, to 
open the eyes of men and turn them from fatan unto God. — 
This is the fa£t in the fcheme we oppofe. For, the old ferpent 
firft taught nun. to difregard the authority, government and 
threatnings of God ; and to rebel againft the term of life ex- 
prefsly appofnted of God to man, in this ftate, with a promife 
"ye /hall not die, but be as gods," i. e. immortally happy. 
This is the grand fnare of rebellion againft God, and of ruin to 
mankind. This author is more explicit, the juftification of life 
is fb cbme upon all men, including all that live and die in re- 
bellion againft the gofpel terms of life, that they fliall reign in 
life forever. Paul could not attempt to open the eyes of the 
idolatrous gentiles, by teaching, if they lived and died in their 
idolatry, fuperftition and wickednefs, yet they would finally 

reign 
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reign in life forever ; for it would infallibly clofe their eyes, and 

harden their hearts in infidelity, idolatry and wickednefs : he 

could not teach thofe who live in rebellion to the gofpel terms 

of life, and die enemies to the crofs of Chrift, that they ihould 

reign in life, for he taught them oft moft affe&ionately, with 

tears and weeping, "their end was deftrufrion," Phil, 3. 18,19. 

Again, we know Paul executed his commifiion by teaching a 

doftrine as contrary to this, as light is to darknefs j cc he was 

not difobedient to the heavenly vifion," but taught Jews and 

Gentiles to repent and turn to God, and do works meet for 

repentance," to obtain forgivenefs & thehtovenly inheritance, 

as v. 19,20, And he called the elders of Ephefus to record, 

€% that he was pure from the blood of all men, and € * had not 

flwnned to declare the whole counfel of God" nor kept back 

any thing which was profitable to them. How ? by teftifying. 

(not that all men fhould be faved, but) to Jews and Gentiles 

€ * repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift," 

as neceffary terms whereby they could be faved, A&s 20. 17 th 

to the 28th yerfe ; he could not therefore abfurdly teach, this 

contrary dodtrine. Moreover, the grand defign of Paul's mi-: 

niftry, was to reconcile finful men to God, in this worli; to 

reduce them.to a willing fubjeftion and obedience to the divine 

authority, gofpel, law and government, by faith in our Lord 

Jefus Chrift, and repentance towards God. As is evident from 

2 Cor. 5. 18,19,20, compared with the 20th chapter of A6ls 

forecited. It was to carry into execution the grand intention 

of the death of Chrift «* to redeem men from $11 iniquity arid 

purify to himfelf a peculiar people zealous of good works " in 

this life, and of the faving grace of God, given in purfuanceof- 

it, and to effeft it $ and bring them " to deny all ungodlinefs 

and worldly lufts, and to live foberly, righteoufly and godly in 

this prefent world," as he himfelf teacheth it, Tit, %. 1 \ . to the 

end. And for this, important end, we know he fpent a moft 

adtive life, and all his labours. Therefore we know that Paul 

could not teach, that all the wicked that live and die enemies to 

God and the crofs of Chrift, " fliould reign in etertial life," 

becaufe, in this he would preach rebellion againft the defign of 

his miniftry, the intention of the death of Chrift, and of the 

faving grace of God, as revealed to men, as hs himfelf hath 

U % declared 



( ^ ) 

declared it. It is teaching rebellion m the conftruftion of com- 
mon fenfe, and of fcripture, in the fenie in which Hananiah 
taught it. Hananiah did not in diredt terms teach Ifrael to go 
on and be wicked, no more than the univerfalHh : but againft 
all the folemn meflages of inftruttion, warning, threatning and 
exhortations to repentance addrefled tD them, by the prophet 
Jeremiah, Hanamah taught them they fhould have peace and 
deliverance : and for diis contrafted inftru&ion, he is charged 
by Jehovih with teaching rebellion againft the Lord $ and has 
the fentence and execution of an untimely death ; fee Jeremiah 
28th chap. To impute fuch a doctrine of rebellion to Paul, is 
a bale reflection upon the apoftle, and the fpirit of inlpipuion. 
Whatever be the meaning of thefe difputed texts, the do&rine 
we oppofe cannot be taught in them ; becaufe we fee it involves 
the grofleft abfurdities, and is deftru&ion to the character of 
the apoflle. He could not fo palpably contradift the inftrufti- 
ons in his divine commiffion, nor take the old ferpcnt'sdo&rine 
to deftroy the devil's kingdom, and turn finner's to God and 
holinefs, when it can only ferve to blind and harden them ta 
deftru&ion -> nor, teach rebellion againft the declared defign 
of his miniftry, of the death of Chrift, and for which the faving 
grace of God is revealed to men. It is irppoffible. And that 
he never taught this do&rine is further evident, (atlly) " be- 
caufe it is contradifted by the current do&rine of fcripture, and 
repeatedly refuted by Paul himfelf." What have the finally 
widfced to do with peace, and an eternal reign in life ; when the 
Gtfd of truth hath repeatedly declared, in abfoliite terms ^ there 
is no peace to the wicked ?" yea, after the ftrangeft and moft 
extenfive proclamation of peace to mankind : " I create the 
fruit of the lips peace ; peace, peace to him that is far off", and 
to him that is near, faith the Lord," i. e. to thofe who unbrace 
the terms of peace : it clofes to them who rebel againft them, 
" there is no peace faith my God to the wicked," lia. 56. 1 9,2r. 
Paul could ndt encourage fuch a prefumption of peace to the 
wicked, when he knew that "all the curfes of the book of God" 
were levelled againft it, to extirpate it out of the heartsof man- 
kind 5 as hath been fhewn from Deut. 29. 19, and onwards. 
He coufd not encourage fuch an hope, when he knewit was re- 
peatedly writtckj " the hope of die wicked 4nd hypocrite fhall 
1 abfolutely 
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ftbfolutely perlfh, at death-" Befides, ogr Saviour teacheth us, 

thofe in ftiture torment cannot pafs from thence, to the fociety 
of the bleffcd : ^ that the door fhall be fhut to the finally wick- 
ed :" iC that they fliall never tafte of his fupper," " fliall never 
fee life/* * c btrt die wrath of God abideth. on them." Could 
I?4ul open heaten's gates to thefe wicked pries, and teach that 
they fhould reign in life, when fo abfoliitely .excluded from itj- 
in repeated, moft peremptory terms, by the Lord himfelf ? 
No, Pa*l is as peremptory in teaching the fame do&rine, af~ 
finning ** they fhall not inherit the kingdom of God : that 
* c they have not any inheritance in the kingdom of Chrift, and* 
of God* * the Father, Eph. 5.5. How abfoiute their exclusion ? 
they have not any inheritance in it by gift, grant, by preftnt 
title, or in reverfidn. In his epiftles to the Corinthians and to 
the Hebrews, Paul introduces the unbelieving Jeifrs, who were 
excluded God's reft in Canaan, as examples of inftru&ion, ad- 
monition and warning that final unbelievers fhould never enter, 
the heavenly reft with the people of Gbd. And he afierts of 
the wicked in peremptory terms " that Ghrift's deatk fhall pro* 
fit them nothings" How then, is it pofiible that they fhould 
reign, in life, by it ? Are thefe the true fayings of God ? Are 
they fealed with his truth and immutability ? Surely,they muft 
be an eyerlaftihg b^r to the finally wicked's reigning in eternal 
life. And die whole gofpel conftitution fpeaks the fame lan- 
guage and witnefieth.the fame truth, as hath been fhewn. It 
is then, incredible, yea, impoffible, that the apoftle fhculd teach 
the Contrary do&rine, and of fet purpofe too, a$ this author 
makes hirp to do^ This may appear more evident, when it i$ 
fhewn, 

(3dly) * c The word" juftification cc cannot admit of three or 
four different fenfes, in the fame continued difcourfe, as hi his 
introduction and paraphrafe, he makes it to do, to fupport his 
tenet." It is unreafonable to fuppofe any good author, and 
efpecially one fo accurate as Paul, fhould ute fo important a 
word as " juftify:ation ;A in fo many different fenfes* in the com- 
pafs of twenty verfes in connexion. Nothing but theinoft ur- 
gent neceffity from the force of connexion, or notice, given by 
himfelf, can warrant fuch variety of conftruftion 5 which in 
this place, there is not the leaft occafion for. In the firft verfe 
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of this context " therefore being juftified by faith" this author 

underftands " the juftification of life, as appropriated to be- 
lievers j" including their exemption from the wrath to come, 
and inftatement in eternal life, in the great day, as p. 37 and 
90. in this, he is undoubtedly right. And I would remark, 
this is the only fenfe, in which cc juftification of life" is ufed in 
the new teftament. The Dr. is full and explicit in this fenti- 
ment. He fays, c * the plain truth is, " the juftification of life" 
tho' the gift of God's grace, and his gift through the obedience 
of Chrift unto death, is no where in the facred writings, faid to 
be beftowed upon finners, in common : neither are the finners, 
upon whom it is beftowed, pointed out by dieir names ; but 
by this grand chara&eriftic " faith in Chrift."* In dire£t con- 
tradiction to the Dr. this author makes " the juftification of 
life," v. 18. to come upon finners in common, upon all men 
univerfally, fo f c that they fhall reign in life for ever." The 
Dr. without doubt is right, and this author palpably wrong. 
The Dr. fays, p. 165. " that no finner fhall ever enjoy the be- 
nefit of Chrift's finifhed work, who is not a believer in him, is 
a gofpel truth : and it is as fimple and plain a truth, a£ that 
Chrift finifhed his work by dying on the crofs." I wifh the 
univerfalifts to attend " to this plain and important truth," it 
might effect their convi&ion : it is fatal to their fcheme. They 
muft be believers or never reign in life : and they muft be be- 
lievers in this world, or never. Sinners in hell, can never be- 
come believers in the fenfe of the gofpel conftitution. Nor 
doth this author ever once, in his whole treatife, pretend they 
will be believers there : Confequently, cc this plain, fimple, 
gofpel truth" fhews < c they can never be faved." In the laft 
verfe of the foregoing chapter, fpeaking of Chrift, Paul fays, 
" who was delivered for our offences, and was raifed again for 
our juftification." By < c our juftification," meaning, <c thofe 
who believe, whether jew or gentile." His preceeding fubjett 
leads to this conftruftion, only : for he is treating not of the 
juftification of finners in common, but by faith only : and par- 
ticularly as it is oppofed to juftification, by law and works. 
Again, the immediate connexion leads to this conftruftion, he 
infers from the example of Abraham, whofe faith was imputed 

* Sermons, p. 158, 
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for righteoiifnefs, fo will our's alfo, jew or gentile, <€ if we be- 
lieve on him that raifed up Jefus or Lord from the dead ; who 
was delivered for our offences, and was raifed again for our 
juftification :" the jnftification of whom, can he mean, but thofe 
who believe as Abraham did, and not unbelievers ? Again, the 
connexion with what follows, indicates this conftru&ion. For 
he immediately draws his conclufion, and points out the diftin- 
guifhing bleffings and privileges connefted with, and flowing 
from, "the juftification of life" appropriate to believers, as this 
author allows, " therefore being juftified by faith we have peace 
with God," &c. v. i . of the context and onwards. But this 
author fays, "he was raifed again for our juftification" includes 
jews and gentiles, us, the whole world ; and means our being 
brought back to a capacity of being juftified, and put into the 
gofpel method of juftification, by faith, p. 34. the whole world 
who are become guilty before God, as ch. 3. 19,20,21. "thcfe 
all now (he fays) under the gofpel ftand juftified in faft by the 
blood of Chrift" in the fenfe above explained, p. 37 . To this 
I objeft, it cannot be true of that part of the whole world, who 
have died in their fins. They are not in faft, in a capacity of 
being juftified, by faith : nor are the great bleffings of juftifi- 
cation of life, poffible to them : they will not be faved from 
wrath in the day of wrath, nor then be inflated in eternal life. 
This he allows, is appropriate to believers. Again, if this 
doctrine be true, what can we make of our Lord's words, " he 
that believeth not is condemned already, and the wrath of God 
abideth on him ? or, what can we make of it as to the damned, 
when our Lord's fentence is pafied and executed upon them ? 
they belong to the whole world of mankind, and do they in 
fa6t ftand juftified, by the blood of Chrift ? either this do&rine 
direftly contradifts that of our Saviour, or the terms juftifica- 
tion, condemnation, and damnation are utterly confounded. 
Further, juftification is a law term, and the juftified muft ftand 
approved, as righteous, by fome law or other. Upon which, 
I alk, by what law or rule of judgment do the unbelieving and 
ungodly ftand juftified before God ? not, by the covenant of 
innocency, for in this author's opinion, the pofterity of Adam 
had no concern in it. Not, by the law of nature, for the apo- 
ftle exprefcly excludes juftification by the law and by works. 
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Not, b/ the gofpel conftitution, for none can be juftified ac- 

cordipg to this, but belicyers. There is therefore, no law or 
rule, by which juftification can be predicated of the unbelieving 
and ungodly. I would add, " a capacity of being juftified, id 
not justification : and q. man's being put in the way to be jufti- 
fied, cannot denpminatc him, juftified : no more than a man's 
being in a capacity to be re h can denominate him rich ; when 
he is in fa£t, wretched poor : nor any more* than a man's being 
under means and advantages to be a good man, can denomi- 
nate him good ; when in truth and fact, he is very wicked. It 
is nor common fenfe, but a man : feft abufe of language. 

This author introduces verfe 9th of the content, cc much 
more then being now juftified by his blood' we fnall be fayed 
from wrath through him," as another inftance, where juftifi- 
cation muft be understood in his lax fenfe, " cf a capacity of 
juftification and being put in the gofpel way of being juftified 
by faith." But why ? when the apoftle is ex piofeflb, drawing 
his inferences and conclusions from the juftification appropriate 
to believers, verfe firft- — it is molt natural to underftand it, in 
the fame fenfe v. 9. this author fays no, and blames Dr. Dod- 
dridge for this cunlbrutHon ; for two reafons : firft, becaufe the 
ascitic celebrates the ' love of God, from the character of the 
perfons for whom he lent his Son to die, cc while ungodly and 
finncrs he died for them." This doth not prove, but faith is 
the medium of our j unification, and that we cannot be juftified 
without it." For the apoftle plainly teacheth us, cc this pro- 
pitiation of Chnft is efiv&ual to our juftification through faith 
ir. his blood," Rom. 3. 24,25,26, So taught the apoftle, and 
fo teacheth the Dr. freaking of juftification <c as the. gift of 
God, the gift by grace," &c. he fays, " we were indeed, in 
the eye of God, without ftrength, enemies, ungodly, finnersj 
when he purpofed and contrived the gofpel method of falva- 
tion."* And yet in a perfedt confiftence herewith, he every 
where, in his fermons and notes maintains, that faith is the 
medium of our intereft ip Chrift, and the mean whereby we 
are juftified. And afierts " that no finner can have the benefit 
of Chrift's finifned work, who is not a believer :" and that no 
man can be juftified, while he is an unbeliever/^ If the Dr. is 
right, the apoftlein this text, is fpeaking of believers only, and 
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not of Tinners in common, as " juftified by h:s blood/' But 
his fecond reafon, he fays, cc is decifive," becaufc if we under- 
ftand him in this fenfe, we (hall abfolutely deftroy the fierce of 
the argument, he ufes ; for.as falvation fiom wrath is one thing 
efientially included in that judication, which is the refult of 
true faith, it would be ridiculous to argue, much more being 
juftified meaning hfcreby this justification, we lhall be faved 
from wrath : and adds, the word now is emphatical, p. 37. 
His decifive reafon, is ^ith me no reafon, and what he calls ri- 
diculous, has not the leail impropriety, in it. Surely, when the 
apoftle had eftablifhed his do&rine of juftification by faith, and 
proceeds by way of inference, to point out the great benefits of 
it ; there is not the ieaft impropriety in illuftrating the contents 
of the dodfrine, itielf. But it was highly important, that he 
(hould teach it plainly to the world, for who fhould teach it 
but the apoftles ? and it is his fpecial defign to do it, in thte 
two great branches of it, v. 9 and 10. And in this view, his 
conclufion is drawn with the greaicft propriety and force, as 
appears thus, Since God hach taken fuch an extraordinary mea- 
fure as to give his Son to die for us while finners and enemies, 
and hath beftowed the grace of faith on us, and brought us into 
a ftate of juftification of life, wherein we are intitled to reign in 
eternal life : "much more now (emphatical) being juftified by 
his blbod" "fhall we be faved from the wrath to come," which 
is an effential benefit of this juftification. And by the fame 
mode of arguing he proceeds in the toth verfe to infer, the 
other mod important privilege, contained in this juftification. 
"For if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God, by 
the death of his Son, (through faith, as v.. 1 .)much more being 
reconciled, fhall we be faved by his life :" faved with a com- 
pleat falvation, by being inflated immediately in eternal life, 
in the great day* This is arguing with great clearnefs and 
cogency. And this conftruftion is far the moft inftru&ive and* 
edifying, and beft fitted to imprefs every heart with the vail 
importance of becoming believers 5 becaufe the privileges and 
bleffings of this juftification are fo infinitely important, on the 
one hand and on the other : and it is the only fenfe it will bear* 
This author fays, juftification in the 9th* and reconciliation 
in the 10th verfe nfiean the fame thing, though fignified by dif. 
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ferent allufions, p. 39, Agreed, By reconciliatidn he ttteahs, 
fuch a rechange of ftate in finners in common, that they are put 
into a capacity) whereby, by becoming believers, they may 
attain eternal life. But this is not a being reconciled to God, 
nor can they be fo denominated, on that ground. It is a great 
impropriety and abufe of language : as much as it would be, 
to fay of all finners under the gofpel, becaufe they have the 
means, and are under a capacity of getting to heaven, that they 
are a&ually in heaven ; nor is this what Paul means cc by being 
juftified and reconciled to God :" as is evident (1.) becauie 
reconciliation to God,iseffentially connected with juftification 
of life. And it is the very firft great blefling the apoftle de- 
fcribes, as appropriate to believers, v. 1 . c< Therefore being 
juftified by faith, we have peace (reconciliation and friendfhip) 
with God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift." And this peace 
with God is every where appropriated to believers ; and is faid 
to pafs all underftanding $ for the importance, bleffings and 
comforts of it. And why this author did not bring it to view, 
I know not, unlefs he found it difficult to reconcile it with his 
intended conftru&ion of verfe 10th 5 and apprehended the dis- 
cerning reader would fee its manifeft inconfiftency with it. 
(sdly) becaufe the word reconciliation never nleans a rechange 
of ftate fimply, and no more. I have confulted all his texts, 
and find not one that will anfwer his purpofe ; that which feems 
moft to favour it, is 1 Cor. 7. 1 1 . " But and if fhe depart, let 
her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her hufband." He 
paraphrafes "reconciled" let her be rechanged, return back to 
her former ftate of living with him. But common fenfe teach- 
eth, that more is implied and muft be fuppofed in this cafe, 
than is contained in his paraphrafe. For what loving hufband 
or wife ever parted and feparated from one another, without 
fome difference and alienation of affe&ions^in the nature of 
the thing, it is an unfuppofible cafe. The removal or healing 
of the difference, and conciliating of the affeftions, muft then, 
from the nature of the thing be prefuppofed, and be in fadt 
comprized, in the reconciliation, whereby their ftate is rechan- 
ged, fo as to live together. It is needlefs to remark upon his 
other texts, a difcerning reader, will eafily fee they mean more 
than limply a change of ftate* But ( jdly.) what is decifive, 
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is, his OMSftni^lion totally deftroys the force of the apoftle's 
reafonings, 0A makes his conclufion an abfolute falfhood, in 
faft. The apoftle could not infer from the juftified, in his 
'fenfe, €C much more fhall thofe who are put in a capacity to be- 
come believers, and attain eternal life, be faved from wrath ;" 
becaufe, as to all of them, who are final unbelievers, it is a falf- 
hood, in ftft : they muft fufFer the wrath to come, the agonies . 
of the fecond death. Had Paul ufed the prepofition ex or ek 
they would have argued, they fliould be delivered out of a (late 
of wrath ; but a$ it is, apo tes orges, his meaning is decifively 
clear; the juftified he in tends Jhall not undergo the future 
wrath, And the fame falfe conclufion follows* from his notion . 
of reconciliation in the loth verfe ; for all ungodly finners who 
are now in a capacity of being faved by faith* will not be faved 
with a compleat falvation in the day of judgment $ as is inten- 
ded in this verfe, in Heb, 9, 28, and throughout his writings. . 
And therefore his conftru&ion of the words juftification. and 
reconciliation, muft be as evidently falfe, as the falfe conclufi- 
on it would faften upon the apoftle. Moreover, it is certain, 
from this conclufion, Paul draws, of" the juftified by the blood ] 
of Chrift," via, " that they fhall be faved from future wrath" ' 
that believers are intended and they only : for this is a privi- 
lege, appropriate to them. And it is certain from this declara- 
tion, that every individual perfon that is juftified by the blood 
of Chrift, fhall in fa£t be faved from the wrath to come. This 
is fatal to his qonftru&ion of verfe 18. The juftification of life 
is not come upon all men 5 for if it was, they would (by this 
conclufion of the apoftle) be univerfally faved from the wrath 
to come. Whereas, all the finally ungodly fhall in fadl endure 
this wrath, and fufFer the fecond death j this author being judge. 
Confequently, the juftification of life in this *8th verfe, muft 
be the fame with verfe firft, and which we have proved to be 
intended in verfe 9th % and is peculiar to believers ; and the all 
men upon whom it is come, intends all believers, whether jew 
or gentile, as I truft will be fully evident, before we quit the 
fubjedt. It will likewife follow, that his key of conftrudtion, 
viz, that the all men in both fides of the comparifon, between 
Adam afld Chrifti muft be univerfally the fame, i§ a falfe one, 
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and his paraphrafe and fcheme built upon if, muft confequent- 

ly, be erroneous. 

The apoftle having inferred to the juftified by faith, ver. i, 
two infinitely important privileges and bleflings which await 
believers, in the great day— deliverance from wrath — and a 
compleatly glorious falvation, ver. 9th and ioth, proceeds ver, 
1 7 th to another great and diftinguifhing blelTing they have in 
the interim, the prefent time : <c And not only To, but we alfo 
joy in God (as our covenant God and Father) through our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, by whom we have now (by faith, as ver. ift,) re-r 
ceived the atonement or reconciliation,' 1 This makes the word 
fe now" emphatical, the coherence and connexion, clear and 
ftrong, the fenfe exhibited important, and the whole adapted 
to anfwer his defign, to recommend the doftrine of justification, 
as worthy of all acceptation through the world $ on account of 
the peculiar privileges, blcffings and glories contained in it, and 
flowing from it, to believers. But this author underftands re- 
conciliation in verfe nth the fame as in the foregoing verfe, a 
change of ftate common to believers and finners, through the 
> ,T cikl. To me it appears abfurd, that after the apoftle had fo 
ftr-onply and of fet purpofc defcribed the peculiar happinefs and 
blcflin-g& of believers, he fhould conclude in fuch a flat man- 
ner, " that they had received, but what is common to them 
and an ungodly world. It is incredible, Efpecially, as we 
have fhewn the word f c reconciled " in the foregoing verfe, wilj 
not bear his conftruttion ; and alfo, that pe^ce, reconciliation 
and friendihip with God, is the very firft appropriate blefling 
to believers, defcribed verfe firft. This author, having thus 
fixed his wrong fenfe upon the words "juftification and recon- 
ciliation," and hereby got his own mind and the mind of his 
reader upon the wheel of an ambiguous change of words, by 
annexing thefe wrong ideas to them — is prepared to apply his 
damage by Adam and advantage by Chrift, to the fame all 
men, univerfally : and to fix a fenfe to the word juftification 
of life, verfe 18, got only different from both the fenfes, in 
which he had already ufed it ; but far remote, from what it is 
ever ufed, in the whole book of God. I will give the reader 
the words of the apoftle, and his paraphrafe, in two columns. 

. The 
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The text, His paraphrafe, 

18, Therefore, as Therefore, as it was by the lapfe 

le offence of one, of the one man Adam, that the judi- 

nent came upon cial aft " duft thoy art, and to duft 

en to condemjiati- Jhalt thou return" came upon all men 

.even fo, by the fubjefting them to death: even fo,by 

coufnefs of one,the the righteoufnefs of the one man Je- 

51ft came upon all fus Chrift, the oppofite advantageous 

\fhto juftification gift is come upon the fame all men, 

s, which delivers them from death, to 

reign in life for ever. P. 26 & 27. 

is obvious, at firft view, that in his conftruftion, this jufti- 

on means, a refurreftion to a happy immortality, Buc 

fa juftification and a refurreftion are different things, as 

rent as a pfalm book and a teftament, or any two things 

:an be named. And it is falfe in faft, to aver, that a re- 

ftion " to reign in life for ever," is come upon all men : 

srtainly, the refurreftion of the wicked, will be to damna- 

It is alfo evident, " that juftification of life," bears no 

fenfe, any where elfe, in the book of God. Nor doth he 

:nd to adduce any parallel text, to juftify this conftruftion, 

fubftance of his reafon for it is, that the oppofition in the 

}arifon,upon his fcheme, requires it. But, if fuch a liberty 

be taken, to put an uninfpired fenfe upon a text, which is 

/here found in fcripture, to accommodate it to a man's 

ne, there is no fecurity in revelation : nor is there any 

ne of error in the world, but in this way may be fathered 

1 the oracles of God. In paraphrafing that claufe of verfe 

* but the free gift is of many offences, to juftification," he 

$ another and more ftrange fenfe of the word : He fays, it 

'juftification including in it their deliverance from fin as 

as death," p. 26. that is, it includes both fanftification 

the refurreftion : which is not only entirely remote from 

enfe in which Paul always ufes the word, and from which 

ever ufed in fcripture ; but it tends totally to confound 

ture language, and the diftinft, different dofti ines taught 

. In his application of his paraphrafe and notes, he gives 

lis refult, p. 80. ** the. plain-truth is, that final, everlaftiqi 

mbn'is abfolutely the free gift of God .tt> all men y thyougl 
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Jefus Chrift," and fo on as before noted. Upon which I would 
remark, if this gift or grant of God be made to all men, and 
the apoftle has fo taught, it muft be at leaft, principally collec- 
ted from verfe 18. where he fays " the fret gift came upon all 
men, unto juftification of life :" for it is the only text, which 
exprefles all men, the reft are fuppofed, by implication. Let^ 
us tra verfe this text, and fee if this doftrine be. taught in ki- 
lt is obvious, that this complex all men, includes two manner 
of people, in this world and world to come, whofe ftates are 
fan more different than was that of Efau and Jacob and their 
pofterity, as nations, in this world. For this complex all men, 
are fome in heaven, fome in hell, and others on earth ; in whofe 
cafes, refpefting juftification of life, there is a moft effential 
difference : confequently, this juftification, as predicated of the 
whole, muft carry in it two as extremely wide and. different, 
fenfes, as there is in the ftate of this complex all men, on whom 
it is faid to come. Is this poflible ? It is incredible, that Paul 
Ihould ufe it, in fo many different fenfes, as already noted in 
the compafs of twenty verfes. But that one and the fame phrafe. 
refpefting the fame fubjedt, at the fame time, fhould carry in 
it two fenfes fo extremely different, as this juftification applied 
to all men muft do ; furely c< exceeds all belief/' and is enough 
toftun an infidel. Again, to. fay " the juftification of life," 
one of the moft important privileges of the gofpel and kingdom, 
of God, is come upon all thofc who now are, and ever will be 
caft out of this kingdom, and all its blefTings,and be configned 
to the damnation of hell, is fuch an outrage upon common fenfe 
that a favage might blufti to be guilty of. Moreover, if this 
gift and grant be made to all men, then, the privileges and blef- 
fings of it, muft be effentially the fame to this complex all men> 
otherwife this author's key is blown, " the plaifter is not as big 
* as the fore" as he expreffes it. Try this gift and grant by com- 
mon fenfe,' and fee the refult. Common fenfe teacheth, that 
every gift or grant " whether of power or privilege/' muft 
convey effentially the fame power or privilege, to all the fub- 
jedts of it. E. g. thus, the commiffion to the miniftry, granted 
to the apoftles, conveyed the fame and equal powers to all, 
whom Chrift commifljonated, by it. And the great charter of 
adoption,, granted by our Lord to believers, John 1,12. con- 
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veys effentially the fame privileges, to all the fubje&s 
** To as many as received him, to them gave he power to » 
come the fons of God, even to them that believe on his name; 
And thus it muft be with the important gift and grant " of 
jollification of life." The effential privileges and bleffings of 
it, muft appertain, to all the happy fubje&s of it. Is it true, 
that the fame effential privileges and bleffings of juftification, 
appertain to this complex all men, in this world and world to 
come, on whom it is faid to come ? trace the faft. To the one, 
the believing part of this all men, the juftification of life brings 
with it " peace with God," " accefs by faith into his grace 
wherein they ftand," " rejoicing in hope of the glory of God,"" 
c< glorying in tribulations for the fan&ified improvement and 
benefits of them," " a hope that maketh not afhamed," " fup- 
ported by the love of God ftied abroad in the heart," and "joy 
in God as their covenant God and Father" in this world, as the 
bleffings are annumerated v. 1,2,3,4,5, and 1 ith of the con- 
text, together with their being approved as righteous, delivered 
from the wrath to come, and immediately inflated in eternal 
life, in the great judgment day, as v. 9 & 10th. To the other, 
the whole unbelieving part of this complex all men, this flip- 
pofed gift and grant conveys not one of thefe peculiar annu- 
merated bleffings in this life, nor at the day of judgment. But 
the Saviour and Judge tells us, cc they are condemned already, 
and the wrath of God abideth on them." And that in the great 
day cc they fhall go away into everlafting punifhment." And 
this author fays, in that day, they will be condemned to an age 
of awful, unutterable punifhment, and will literally die, the 
fecond death. But fomehow, and at fome time or another, they 
will be quickened from that death, and if ftill ftnbborn, will 
be tranfmuted into a different ftate or dates, and be tormented 
in a different difpenfation or difpenfations for ages of ages, till 
they are humbled and purified, nobody knows how— where— 
or when— but when fitted for it, they lhall reign in eternal life. 
Here we have traced the faft as this author would have it. — 
J-£t the reader judge* does this gift and grant as applied to this 
great complex body, convey the fame effential privileges and : 
bleffings to all the individual fubje&s of thefe all men, on whom 
it is faid to come ? by no means ; their dates are as different 
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as heaven and hell. Did the apoftle mean to contain all tin* 
variety and contradi&ion, in this important phrafe ? Cotild 
he mean that this free gift's coming upon rtien, ftiould have 
fuch a conftru&ion, contradictory to all the gifts and gjrants of 
power or privilege ever given or granted by God or man* thro* 
the whole world ? it is impoffible. Therefore, the all men on 
whom it is come, muft mean believers only : on thefe only* 
can it be predicated, and to thefe only doth it agree* 

I will add once more, " juftification of life" cannot be ap- 
plied to all the unbelieving and ungodly, becaufe it is a repug- 
nant contradiction, to the nature, import and defign o£this im- 
portant privilege. " Juftification ,> can no more mean the re- 
furre&ion, or the refurre&ion and fan&ification, than it can 
mean ele&ion and adoption : fuch an application being alike, 
entirely alien, from the nature and defign of it. But what I 
would particularly note is, the apoftle could not perphaps have 
chofen a word, more abfolutdy exclufive of the conftru&ion 
and doftrine we oppofe, than " juftification : M for the whole 
of this glorious privilege, confifts in the bleffings appropriate 
to believers in this life, and bellowed in the day of judgment : 
in their being approved, laved from wrath, and inftated in eter- 
nal life, in that day. The do&rine and fubject is then exhauf- 
ted : for the whole privilege and final bleffings of it, are then 
ail bellowed of God, and compleatly enjoyed by all the juftified> 
the whole believing world, in that day. The doftrine is per- 
feftly illuftrated, fulfilled and finifhecL. It is ended, fucceeded, 
and if I may fo exprefs it, fwallowed up, in another more ijluf- 
trious privilege, effentially conne&ed with it, viz. their glori- 
fication >as in that golden chain, Rom. 8* 30. tc and whom he 
uiftiiled-, them he alfo glorified." Now fince the whole blef- 
iings of juftification are. then beftawed, and the whole defign of 
it, then compleated 3 it is impoflible in the nature of the thing, 
that it can be extended to any others, or any more, than to the 
believing and juftified, in that day. Juftification in die gofpel 
fenfe, can no more be extended to the unbelieving and con- 
demned in that day, either then, or afterwards to eternity, than 
a prophecy that hath been already compleatly fulfilled, can be 
(aid to be ftill in force and yet to be fulfilled. The prtedicati9ti 
in both cafes, being alike repugnant and abfolutely ceritradk> 

tory 






tory to the riatiire and derign of the fubjedfc and do&rine, to* 
Which it is applied^ 

We truft We haVe made fiiti pfoof, that the word "juftifica- 
tion" will ridt bear the different conftru&ions he puts upon it, 
in fiippoit of his tenet* It is already {hewn* that the Dr. ex- 
prefsly after ts> <c the juftification of life"ifc nowhere in thefacred 
writings , faid to be beftowed upon fiririers in common -, but is 
appropriate to believers* and repeatedly aflerts and proves, 
* r that no one Cart be jiiftified, who is hot a believer " With- 
out recurring to all the texts upoii the fubjedt, by What hath 
teen laft offered yre fee the fure and evident ground Upon which 
it Hands, via[.;* c it is a do'ntradi£tidri to the nature, import and 
defign 6f the gfeat doftrine of <f juftification'* t6 apply it K>the 
uhbelievihg and ungodly " who are condemned already" anil 
will be condemned iri the day of judgment. And from what 
hath been proved it clearly and certainly follows * that the all 
men on whom juftification of life is aSme* are believers, Only — 
that hi& key, in applying it to all unbelievers, is a falfe one ; 
and that his doftrine of the falvation of all men is nbt ground- 
ed on, but is in faft confuted, by this text, iri its cbftnexion 
With the Context. * 

1 To proceed, (4thly.) the tenet We Gppofej is dir£ftly fiibver- 
five of the apoftleVdo&ririe of juftification by faith, with all 
his arguments and iliuftrations in ftipport of it : arid in fa£t in- 
fers the very condufion and dodtrine which Paul rejefts with 
the titmoft abhorrence, with a " God forbid/' It is already 
fhewn, the great doftrine of juftification by faith, will termiftate 
in , the traftfattions of the day of judgment* The final bleffings 
of it will then be beftowed, and the defigri of it be compleatly 
arifwered and terminate in it/ Now, to fay that the condemned 
in that day, will yet be faved iri fome after difpterifations, is 
entirely to fet afide this whole doftrine as unrieceffary to the 
falvation o{ men j as ufelefs* arid no inftriiment of medium of 
falvation iri fa£t, to a great part of them,- who fhall be faved. 
Surely, Paul could riot thus ftibvef t and abolilh his divine doc- 
trine of jiiftification, by faith. He labours with many argu- 
ments, to exhibit this do&rine, the only way of life for finful 
man 5 and illuftrates it in the example of Abraham in the pre-< 
ceeding chapters* Can it be frippofed, when he is making hid 



polite do&rine, in contradrdtion to it, viz. that: ajl the unbeliev- 
ing ungodly world fhould be fayed, without, this juftification, 
and in a way- fubverfiveof jit. ? Is it fuppofible* that he lhould 
introduce this tenet, and another difpenfation for the falvation 
of all the finally wicked., ar*d thereby fet afide not only this doc- 
tftneafjuftification by faith, but the whole fchenaejof golpel doc- 
trine .conne&ed with it $ as regeneration faith, repentance, gof- 
pelholinefsj gofjel precept?, inftitutions, promiies, means, du- 
ties and privileges j in a.wprd, tha; lie fhould (t% a/icje the whole. 
o£conomy of the difpeniation of the kingdpm* of God in this 
world, as unnecefiary to their falvation. ? No friend to revela- 
tion, who well confidcjrs it, cap poffibly a^mit it \ for fuch an 
amazing contradiction of doctrine, in a continued difcourfe, 
carries ^e.highejft.re.fieclion upon the char after of the apoftle. 
as a'writer^andupQn the dq&rine of inspiration itfelf* Again, 
tfie very fame abfurdity attends this tenet, as juftification by the 
law, upon which Paul rejects it, viz* it mak,es Cf fait li void,' ' 
& the promiie made to faith, and to believers "of noneeffect : ,f 
" for if they which arc of the law, be heirs* faith is made void, 
and the prqnpife made of no effeft," Rom. 4, 14. This argu- 
ment is full as ftrong againft-this ftrange tenet : for if final, 
condemned unbelievers (who neither have, nor ever. can have 
fa].th) are heirs, and fhall be laved,, it is glaringly. evident <c that 
faith is made void 2nd the promife of none tflfeft." The. apoftle 
argues this cannot -he, v. 10.. " therefore it i$ of faith, that it 
might be by grace,. to. the end the proroife. might he fure to all 
the feed, nnt. to that only which. is of the law> but. to that alio 
which is of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all." 
Final unbelievers can never. be the feed here -meant, nor can 
Abraham ever be the father of the finally condemned, in the 
fenfe intended, in this ttxt. It is further to. be noted, the very 
conclufion Paul reprobates, with utmoft abhorrence, with a 
" God forbid" certainly attends this ftrange doftrine, viz. " it 
makes void the law." cc Do we then make void the ^y through 
faith ? God forbid ; yea we eftablifh the law," Rom. 3. 31. 
The gofpel doctrine .of juftification and falvation by faith, doth 
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Tnoft furely and ftrongly eftabliih the moral law of God, in its 
variety of ufes, and as of indifpenfibly biridirigobligation upon 
^11 men, believers and others, in this wdrld. It i$ eftabliflieci 
upon many unchang^ble grounds* ;$s- that 6f the (heral. excel- 
lency and perfection of it, being cc holy,jtfft arid good.". Again, 
as it is the deftgn of the Father, in opening this way of life ik> 
pnful men, to fet up and eftablifh his authority, Taw and go^ 
vernment over them ; by opening a doot whereby he may be 
raft and the juftifier of evdry orie who believes in Chrift, and 
pecomes cordially obedient unto him ; and as it is the defiVm 
of the Soh of God, in the redemption and f alvation of jfiimil 
men, to eftablifh it upon the molt fure arid unchangeable fouri* ; 
dations ; partly, by magnifying the law, and mailing it honor- 
able, in that righteoufnefs whereby all die believing world are 
jtiftined, and partly, by his Spirit and grade aftually^d-ueing 
all whom he fayes, to become a willing people, cordially obef* 
dient to the authority, law and gofpel of Gofl in this world. 
Furthermore, Chrift hath a new eftablifhed the binding obli* 
gation of this divine law, upon all men by hi$ dftrn authority : 
announcing to the world " not a jot or tittle of tiic.lkw flh'ali 
fail "• and that he who teacheth and exerfiplifieth this law, {hall 
be great in the kingdom of heaven ; but he whp doth the con- 
trary lhall be leaft, (i.e.) fhall have no part in it, Mat.5, 18,19. 
Paul teacheth we are under lav/ to Chirift. But wha'f is of fpe- 
cral note is, the very faith whereby we are juftifled and faved, 
teaches and influences " to a cordial fubje£Hon & obedience to 
the authority, law and gofpel of God, It works by love, puri- 
fies the heart, and faiittifies the life ; and by this effential pro- 
perty, it is diftinguilhed from the faith which will not fave; as 
taught by St, Paul, James and John, So that this very faith 
eftablifhes and exalts the law of the Lord our God, In a wor&^ 
this divine law is the indifpenfible rule of our duty and meafure 
of our happinefs ; and without a genuine conformity to it " in 
gofpel holinefs* no man (hall fee the Lord." It i$ very evident, 
that in thef? and other ways which need not be mentioned, 
the gofpel doftrine of juftification and falvation by faith, doth 
moff ftrongly eilablifh the divine law as indifpenfibly binding 
upon all men in this world, and a cordial fubje&ion and obe- • 
dlbntial tfgao^tO k 1ft this life, «"*6fitotsly rt^eefiary to the 
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falvation of men. "Bleffed are the pure in heart, for they, (hall 

fee God ;" but "except a man be born again," "be born of thp 
(Spirit" and be made ipiritual, " he cannot fee the kingdpm qf 
GcxL" are the dpiftrines of CJirifc efobli{hing this truth. But 
the do&rjne qf tfye falvation pf all the final unbelieving and 
difqbedient^ teaches rebellion ar^l defiance to the law eft^blilhr 
ing doftrine of faith, and to the Jaw of God, itfelf : it teaches 
that men may live ^nd die rebels to all the la^vs of Qod and 
man in this world, an£ yet there is' not force enqugh in all the 
threatnings and curfes in the book of God, to bar and finally 
exclude them, a reign in eternal life. Is not this to raajte voicj 
the law of God, ii} the precepts and penalties of it ? What 
doth-Paiij mean by making void the law, but making it fo ufe r 
lefs, as that an obediential regard to it in this life, is unnecefr 
fary tq the falvation of men ? and doth not the do&rine we 
ippofe, in this very fenfe make the laW abfoliitely yQid ? and 
the very do&rine of faith he was eftabliflrtng, fckewife void I 
it is an horribly ufurping dp&rine : it ufurps an authority above 
all that is called God^ in heaven and earth : for it ufurps a dif- 
penfing power over all the authority ajid la^s of Qod and of 
mankind.: it fq difpenies all the obligations of mankind ta ( 
God and to qnc another, that in violation of the wfy>le, it pra- 
mifes the rebellious finne^ "a. final reign in eternal life." What 
can be a more glaring abfurdity in itfelf, of mof e flagrant con- 
tradiction to the whoje tenor of revelation ? to impute it tq the 
grace of God, is a high difhonour to his wifdqm and grace ; 
becaufe it is exhibiting his grace as qppofing and fvibyerting 
the authority, law and government of Go.d, in this world, To 
impute it to the mediation and blood of Chrift, is to make him 
inftead of the great fuppprter, in reality the fubverter of his 
Father's authority and government iji this world ; and alfo the 
fubverter' of his own authority and government. What dis- 
honours can be greater to the grace of God and to the S.oviour 
of the world, than fuch impious imputations ? and c^n fuch a 
do&ririe be attributed to Saint Paul ? No^ he reprobates it, 
with greateft indignatiPn, with a " God forbid :" and let all 
good men join him in it, and fay amen, to it. As a concluding 
evidence that Paul never taught this doftrine and particularly 
in this paragraph* we proceed tofhew (5thly.)the fcopepf the 
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jippftle in the foregoing part of this epiftle, his reafbnings in 

fupport of, and inferences from his doftrine of juftification by 
faith, in connexion with his grand defign in the whole, viz. to, 
recommeqd and inforce it, all naturally and neceiTarily lead us 
to aconftrudtion efientially different, and fubyerfive of this 
author's conduction and dodtrine. I apprehend this author 
di4 not recur back far enough to fix the fcope of the apoftle 
and introduce the connexion, truly : had he done it, he might 
Jiave fayed hintfelf and the world the trouble of his paraphrafc 
and notes. The grand defign of the apoftle is, to fet forth, 
eftablifh and recommend/ the doctrine in whinji he much glo- 
ried. It is in the firft chap, v, 16, * c For I am not aftiamed of 
the gofpel of Chrift, for it is the power of God unto falvation 
to every onathat belie veth, to the jew firft and alfo to the 
greek/* It i$ furely effectual for falvation to every believer 
without diftin&ipn or exception : and it is exclusively, the only 
^ray of life for finful man/' This feems to be the precife view 
^nd grand intention of the apoftle, as appears by his arguments, 
Uluftrations and inferences. The Dr. is full in this fentiment ; 
affirming, th^t c < faith in thepromifed feed (Chrift) has all a- 
long been, now is, and always will be, the only way of life, 
for finful man," Would the univerfalifts heartily fubferibe 
thisj the controyerfy is ended. For the conclufion is felf-evi- 
dent, ^ if this be the only way of life" no final unbeliever can . 
tiofiibly he faved. To prove his do&rine and compleatly an- 
swer his intention, the apoftle adduces and fets forth " the 
do&r'ine of juftification by faith ;" this opens a door of falva- 
tion to dl\ the Hying world, upon the fame terms. Jews and 
gentiles without diftin&ion or exception, upon becoming be- 
lieyersj (hall be juftified and fayed. On the other hand, in the 
nature of it, it is exclufiye of every other way of life : for fin- 
ful men cannot be faved, unlefs they be juftified : and no one 
can be juftified but by faith in Chrift, His argumentation is 
as clear as demonftration, and fully anfwers his intention. The 
jew can haye no objection, for it is the way of falvation pointed 
opt in the revelation, of God to that people. This is his firft 
Argument and proof^ " for the righteoufnefs of God is revealed 
(in that revelation) from faith to faith," " as it is written, the 
pull fball Uye by faith," yerfe 17^. That it is e*clufiyely A 
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ihe'onfy way 6f life, he «vineeth by this genefral argument, viz, 
that all men, jews and gentiles are under fin 3 and the whofe 
world guilty before God, as he proves by particular indu&ions, 
from verfe 1 8 to v. 9th and 1 9th of the j& chap. Whence lie 
argues, therefore no man can be juftified, but in this way of 
faith in Chrift, inftituted of Gfcd. Thfey cannot be juftified by 
works, by any law ; not by thfe law of iftnocency, by the law of 
nature, nor by the revealed lawbf-the jews, without faith : 
they ore all alike finners, and (hut up to the faith of Chrift as 
their only hope. He alfo 'proves it by this, cc every other way 
makes faith voidUnd the promife of none effeft." Again, that 
it is a way of falvation opened to all the living world, he Hlut 
trates by the example ef Abraham. Furthermore, that it is 
effectual and infuresfalvation to every believer without excep- 
tion ; he fhews we have every affuring reafon and inducement 
co believe. For the moral perfections of God are aH harmoni- 
ouily difplayed in this way of juftification and life ; his holinefi 
and iuftice is honoured in it, " for he can now be juft and the 
juftifter of every one who believes in Jefus ;" his wifdom ancj 
grace are moft illuftrioufly displayed in it : all boafting is ex- 
cluded from the creature : the hip;heft honours redound, to the 
mediation, blood, righteoufftefs and redemption of Chrift : and 
tlus propitiation is fet forth for this very purpofe, that the world 
through faith in it might be faved : and the promifes of God are 
gkmoufly illuftrate in it. And the laft concluding proof of it 
h the laft verfe of the fourth chapter, It is the grand intention 
to be anfwered hy the death and tefurre&ion of Chrift : " who 
died for our offences, and Was raifed again for our juftification :'* 
who believe, <c to the jew firft, and alfo to the gentile," With 
this he clofes his proof of the glorious doftrine he fet out to 
•evince, And immediately proceeds to his inferences, to illuf- 
trate the importance and glory of it, in an exhibition of the 
diftinguifhing privileges and bleffijigs accruing to the juftified 
believer. And it is for this double purpofe, the eftablifhment 
of believers, and to recommend it to the world, as worthy of 
all acceptation, to induce and engage them to believe and be 
faved. And the peculiar privileges annumerated v. 1 ,2,3,4,5, 
9, 10, and the nth verfes are appropriate to believers. It is 
they> verfe the i,k1i, who joy in God, through our Lord Jefus 

Chrift, 



t 167 ) 

•iftj by whom they have now received the- atonement : 
Teby he becomes their cpvenaflt Qod and Father. 
This introduces the paragraphs n difpute, wherein he is ftill 
filing the fame fubje<5t> in another method of illuftrating the 
Unding bleffings to believers* vi?;. as they are derived to 
n from : Chrift their feder^J head and furety ; in a manner 
lar to what fin ajid death are conveyed to- the natural poft- 
r t of Adam. For this purpofe he inftitutes the companion, 
veen Adam andChrift ; and (hews, that by die grace of God, 
ivers receive righteoufnefs and life from Chriftwith fuper- 
jnding advantage, in feveral very important refpedb, above 
beyond the lofs fviftained, in the firft Adam* Now, in this 
, the connexion is eafy, clear andftrong. And the grand: 
e6t he had been evincing with fo much labour ; the tenor 
is arguments and illuftrations j together with the fpecial 
*n oyiis inferences in the foregoing context ; all naturally* 
neceffarily point out this connexion, and lead us to this 
Iru&ion. It is this conftru£Hon onlv, that illufl rates the 
>el the power of God to faivation to every one that believes 
fat evinces, juftification by faith the only way of life, ex- 
ivcof all others — that is beft fitted to eftabiifh helievers in 
r aith without wavering, againft the force of perfecution and 
.ftionj by temptation or error. It is this alone that recom- 
ds this doftrine as worthy of all acceptation, and enforces 
1 as of the laft importance to perilhing finners— -and in a 
d, that gives every word and fentence in the two fides of the 
parifon, their natural and full force, as applied to each fide 
• In this conftru&ion, as applied to believers, juftification 
juftification of life, have their full force, as they are always 
. -, and need not be forced to mean, the refurreftion, the 
rreftion and fandtification, and be predicated of the unbe- 
ng that are condemned already, and that are condemned 
le great day, in a fenfe that carries in it the grofieft abfur- 
and contradiction in terms. And what feems fufficient to 
de the cafe is, that believers are charafteriftically pointed 
to be the perions intended verfe 17. cc for if by one man's 
ice, death reigned by one, mucK more" they which receive 
id^nce of grace, and the gift of righteoufnefs, cc fhall reign 
feby one Jcfu$ ; Ch^;jft, ,, He^yideniiy fpeaks of wliat they 
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now receive and are the fubje&s of* in. this prefent life, ai cdft- 
nefted with a reign in life> in the future world. But it is be-* 
lie vers only* that receive abundance of grace (faith and 
all the concommitant graces of the divine lire) and die gift of 
rightebufnefs, whereby they iare jiiftified in this life* as connec- 
ted with their reign in life, in the world to come : and thefe 
muft be intended : for, to fay of all gracelds, ungodly men ; 
tjbat live in defiance of all the laws of pod and men, that 
they are recipients of abundance of grace, and the gift of 
righteoufnefs, every one fees is a ftaring fallhood and abfurdity* 
Befides, this text is evidently parralel with verfe I i th, where 
believers are defcribed as receiving the atonement : and with 
John i. 12. " But to as many as received him* to them gave 
he power to become the fons of God, even to them who be- 
lieve on his name ;" where believers are precifely and charac- 
teriftically pointed out. And the fame verb " to reifeive" is 
employed in each of thefe places* And one thing more^. which 
to me confirms this conftru&ion beyond doubt, is, that the 
apoftle here employs the fame forcible method of arguing, as 
in ver. 9th and 10th applied to believers : inafmuch as they are 
"now" the happy fubjefts of this abundance of grace, and the 
gift of righteoufnefs, whereby they are juftified, he argues a for- 
tiori, " much more fhall they reign in life, by one JefusChrift." 
Can this method of arguing apply to gracelefs, wicked men ? 
inafmuch as they do not receive abundance of grace, nor the 
gift of righteoufnefs, but do defpite to the fpirit of grace, and 
trample under foot the blood of Chrift, that cc much more they 
fhall reign in life ?"' furely it cannot. To which may be added, 
all the promifesof the heavenly inheritance and of a future reign 
in life, are made to the fubje&s and heirs of faith only, through- 
out revelation : and doubtlefs the apoftle doth intend and doth 
in faft draw his conclufion upon this well known gofpel foun- 
dation : and therefore believers only can be intended. To fup- 
pofe, all final unbelievers and ungodly are here intended as reci- 
pients of this abundance of grace, is againft the tenor of fcripture, 
which defcribes them veflels of wrath, &c. as a faft, it is grofsly 
falfe and a horrible abfurdity : and it is fuch a fenfe, as there is 
no evidence, it ever entered into the mind of the apoftle or any 
man, for leventeen hundred years after it was wrote 5 and feeim 
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Coined only to ferve a purpofe. To fuppofe, they are Co de- 
scribed as recipients of it, becaufe they will be purified in hell, 
cr in^ges of torment after the future judgment ; and then will 
be the recipients of it, and reign in life, as this author doth ; 
is to fuppofe a doftrine moft abfurd and pernicious in itfelf ; 
and when this apoftlc hath not given any hint in his writings 
of fuch ages of future difcipline ; and when at the fame time, 
it is fubverfive of the grand do&rine in which he gloried, and 
hath taken fo much pains to illuftrate and enforce : for accor- 
ding to this tenet, it is not the gofpel accompanied with 
the power of God, that faves thofe who believe, exclufive 
of any other way of juftification and life : but it is hell fire— • 
and the tormenting difcipline of ages, that has this mighty pow- 
er, to fave the unbelieving world, the greater part of mankind, 
according to this writer. This is to make the apoftle in his 
inference, to deftroy the text, he would illuftrate, with all his 
arguments and labours to fupport it t and inftead of recommen- 
ding and enforcing it, to render it contemptible to the world* 
Moreover, unlefs believers are here intended, the apoftle's con- 
clufion, drawn in the next verfe, v. 18, is not true : " There- 
fore as by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation ; even fo, by the righteoufnefs of one, the free 
gift came upon all men unto juftification of life." By "all men" 
in this laft claufe, he means, every one who believes, jew or 
gentle without diftindtion or exception, prccifely according to 
his doftrine, exprefled in the 18th verfe of the firft chapter, 
which he had been illuftrating and recommending to the world. 
This conftru&ion only, preferves and lupports a confiftency in 
his doftrine, argumentations, illuftrations, and inferences in 
connexion with his grand defign in the whole, viz. to teach 
and enforce the gofpel way of juftification and falvation by 
faith in Chrift, as of the laft importance to all men, and to re- 
commend it by the infinite advantage of it to believers, in all 
{>bints of view, both abfolute and comparative. I am not the 
eaft moved, by the remark of this writer upon Dr. Doddrige's 
conftruftion of verfe nth and thefe texts in difpute, as applied 
to believers. He fays, p. 32. " It can be no other than a flat 
cGntradidtion to the exprefs words of the apoftle himfelf, to fay, 
that in the latter part 01 this companion, not all men are meant. 
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but believers only, that is a few of them/' For if the all in the 

two fides of the co.v.parifon, includes the all of mankind in eacfy 
part, who are defigned to be compared, though one part be not 
lo many as the other, yet there is no contradiction, but the ut- 
moft propriety in it. He adds, " if any can bring themfelves 
to embrace a fenfe of this paflage, that is attended with fo grofi 
an abfurdity, I fee not but they are prepared to make the (crip- 
t'ure fpeak what they pleafe." Why fo harlh and hafty a cen- 
fure ? In the two fides of a comparifon, whether of men or 
things, there may be more in number of one character and de- 
nomination, than in the other ; and yet the word all, may with 
the greateft -propriety be applied to defcribe and comprehend 
the whole in each chara&er and denomination, in the two fides 
compared. Thus if you compare the faved ahd loft of mankind 
by their diftinguilhing character, and fay, all men that believe 
fhall be faved ; and all men that believe not fhall be damned ; 
the all men applied to the firft part, is as properly ufed, though 
this writer fays they are few, as in the other part, which he fup- 
pofes to be many more. So in this text the judgment through 
the offence may come upon all men univerfally, and the jufti- 
fication of life may come upon all believers in Chrift as univer- 
fally ; and the term all men may with ftri£teft propriety be 
applied to both fides of the comparifon. For different fubje&s 
are treated of in the comparifon, Adam and Chrift, with the 
influence of their tranfaftions in refpefi to mankind. And ef- 
fentially different things are predicated of the one and the other, 
condemnation comes to all his natural pofterity by his offence, 
but juftification of life comes to all whoareChrift's, "to all his 
believing feed" as univerfally, through the world. However, 
as the term all men, in this laft part, hath induced others be- 
fides this writer, to a conftru&ion of this paragraph, which it 
will by no means bear, as Dr. Doddridge hath obferved; I fhall 
endeavour to fix the certainty and propriety of this application 
of the term all men, to believers only, in this fide or the com- 
parifon. Previous to which, I would obferve, this author in- 
fifts the word "eternal" in the laft fentence to the righteous and 
wicked, ought to have a different conftruftion, becaufe of the 
difference between the fubjedts of it : for which J fee no rea- 
». But if fo, furely , with far better reafbn, the term all men; 
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in the two fides of a comparifon, where the fubjefts are diffe- 
rent as life and death, condemnation and juftification of life, 
may have a different conftruftion, according to the fubjefts 
treated of. And my reafpns for fixing this conftruftion, are 
thefe 5 the connexion and introduftion of this paragraph leads 
to tju3 conftruftion only, as has been (hewn. The apoftle had 
been inferring the bleffings appropriate to believers, and gives 
notice he was proceeding to illuftrate the fame fubjeft, by in- 
troducing it, verfe 12th, with a Wherefore, &c, This author 
admits it is brought in as a proof or illuftration of what went 
before p, 29. Another reafbn is, becayfe, believers are charac- 
terifed in the foregoing verfe from which he draws his conclu- 
fion, of juftification of life (C come upon them in this verfe. 
And this author allows, the words c * they which receive the a- 
bundance of grace," plainly intends to fpecify the perfons on 
whom it i$ heftowed."* Ajnd how ? but by a charafterifing of 
them, as diftinguifhed from others., as is done in all other part$ 
of fcripture ? A further reafori is, becaufe this juftification of 
life, is every where elfe appropriate to believers, and therefore 
ought to be underftood here in its natural fignificatipn, agree- 
able to the invariable ufe of it in fcripture 5 add to this, we have 
proved it will bear no other conftruftion : and efpecially not 
that given by this writer, We have fhewn that the application 
of it to all the unbelieving and ungodly, involves in it the graf- 
feft abfurdities and contradiftiQns, it fubverts the doftrine and 
reafonings of the apoftle in the foregoing chapters ; and it infers 
the doftrine he rejefts with a God forbid ; neceffity, therefore 
obligeth us, as we would vindicate the doftrine of infpiration 
and the charafter of this great apoftle as a confiftent writer, to 
rejeft the application of the term "juftification of life" to all 
the unbelieving and ungodly. And it is far more rational to 
admit a different conftruftion of the term c <all men" in the two 
fides of a comparifon, than to admit fuch palpable abfurditie$ 
and contradiftions : more efpecially, as there is not the leaft 
impropriety, in applying fuch a different conftruftion, to fuch 
effentially different fubjefts. For it is c< an invariable rule, the 
term all men, and all other univerfal terms, muft have a more 
extended or limited conftruftion, according to the fubjeft to 
which they relate and are applied," Therefore the fubjeft trea- 
• P. 6*. ts& 
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tea of and to which they are applied, muft firft be attended to, 
before we can determine whether they .are to be underftood in 
a ftriftly univerfal or limited fenfe, and how far limited. An4 
it is alfo to be noted, the term all men is often, yea, far of tener 
ufed in a limited fenfe in the new teftaipent writings, and par- 
ticularly in St. Paul's, "than in that which is ftri&ly univerfal. 
Therefore we put no new fenfe upon it, in thi$ conftruftion, 
but affix fuch a limited fenfe as is common, and muft be put 
upon many texts, unlefs we admit grofs falfhoods, Thi$ rer 
mark we lhall illuftrate in fome texts, they lay ftrefs upon. And 
it may be further noted, that Paul himfelf, ufeth this very 
phrafe "every man " in the Angular number, rather more em- 
phatical than the plural, in a fenfe far more limited, than we 
do in conftruing « this juftification of life" as the appropriate 
privilege, of believers in all ages and generations. Thus Col< 
i • 28 , " whom we preach, warning <every man/ and teaching 
'every man/ that we nmay prefent c every man' perfeft in Chrift 
Jefus," Here the term <f every nwi" is three times ufed in this; 
verfe, and yet it cannot pofflbly mean <c every individual of the 
humane race exifting from the beginning, to the end of the 
world." Jt is an evident impofiibiluy in nature, that the apo-. 
files could teach and warn the millions of millions that lived 
and died in the four thoufand years, before they were born. 
And there were millions of their cotemporaries, whom they had 
no opportunity or advantage, perfonally, to teach and warn, 
All thefc are excepted, exclufive of the million of millions that 
have been, and now are, and will be after them, to the end of 
the world, whom they cannot perfonally, teach and warn. The 
precife meaning then, according to the truth of fa£t, muft be 
this, viz. " they taught and warned every man jew, gentile or 
chriftian without diftindlion or exception of any, as they had 
opportunity and advantage for it :" and the term "every man" 
is ufed with utmoft propriety in this intended defcription ; and 
is far more elegant, than to have infer ted the defcription at 
large. And this is the precife meaning of the term ff every 
creature" in the apoitolic commiflion, and in the account of 
their execution of it, preaching the gofpel " to every creature 
under heaven," Col. 1 . 23. And it is the precife fenfe, of f f ^ll 
men" in ahnoft every text where chriftian duty is required to- 
wards 



wards all men ; as will be illufajate in a more proper place.- 
Now, in a fimilar fenfe doth he ufe it, of helievers in this laft 
part of the comparifon : no.t only to denote all believers, but 
alfo wjth that note of defcription added chapter firft, v. 16. 
<c whether they were previqufly c jew or gentile * without dif- 
tin&ion or exception," And if this be intended, it is obvious 
at firft fight, all men, is far more elegant than the defcription 
at full length j and wher* the fubjeft is known, it is equally 
determinate. Add to this, it is altogether agreeable to that 
(hort, concife, fententious manner he uics, throughout this pa- 
ragraph ; as every one, at once perceives, who is acquainted 
lyith the original.* This \ truft, is fufficient to Ihew, that be- 
lievers only are intended in this laft p^t of the comparifon ; 
and that they are defcribed by the term c <all men," with far 
greater degance a,nd propriety than they could be by any other 
that would fully convey his meaning. 

We have navy Jaid before the reader, the evidence we propofe 
tx> produce* tp make evident, Paul never taught the do&rine 
imputed to him, " that the finally wicked (hall reign in life for- 
ever :" and have made evident, it involves mar\y moft grofs 
abfurdities ip it. Paul could not fo diredtty contradift his com- 
miffton* betray his facred truft, fubvert the terms of life and 

death 

* The author will probably aj once fet me off, for one who is prepa- 
red cc tp make the fcripture {peak what fenfe I pleafe :" but he is mis- 
taken in the man. The conftruCtion given tp this paragraph , and the 
fcope of the apoftle, is no: newly taken up to ferve a turn, i\or from an un- 
due attachment to common exppfitors ; but is the refult of diligent fearch. 
and enquiry. Whea I read the books of Dr. Taylor, fo magnified in his ^ 
preface, I was not fo captivated with them as this writer : but was much ^ 
diffatisfied with feveral things, particularly his ambiguous ufe and chamAf/^ 
(*f the fenfe of the fame words, in the fame difcourfe, in feveral different 
conftrucVions, interchangeably backwards and f6rwards. 1 was morally 
certain (previous t,o critical examination) that he muft be wrong in it, be- 
fore. I could particularly difcover wherein. To me it was certain* fuch an 
accurate writer as Paul, under infpiration and giving familiar inftruftion . 
to the church and world, in matters of the greateft moment, would never- 
writein fqch a perplexing and embarrafling manner. This put me upon a 
c^iligent ftudy of Paul's epiftles* and particularly this to the Romans ; to 
find and " fix his main icope," as the true key, whereby the conftruftion 
of his words and phrafes mult be governed, as in all wife, good and con- 
fident writers. The conftruttion I have given is the refult of this inquiry. 
And that before I had opportunity of examining that of Dr. Doddridge* 
with whom I am happy to agree, 
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death he was to publifti to the world, and fubvert the adorable 

authority by which he was commiflioned— -teach the dofhinc 
of the wicked one, to convert the nations to the faith and obe- 
dience of the gofpel— teach rebellion againft the defign of his 
commiflion, &c, as he muft do to teach this do&rine : nor 
could he teach it in contradidtion to the whole current of icrip- 
ture, and when fo repeatedly and ftrongly refuted, by himfelf 
—and the word juftification will not endure their confirmation, 
but the very texts they rely upon, taken in their connexion, 
confute their conftru&ion and doftrine — that it is impoflible 
Paul fhould teach it in fubverfion to his do&rine of juflification 
by faith, fo as to make faith, juftification, the law and the pro- 
riiifes all void : and the language of the texts themfelves, com- 
pared with parralel fcriptures, that treat of juftificatiorr, and 
in their connexion with the foregoing part of the context and 
of this epiilie carry in them a full confutation of this con- 
ftru&ion and do&rine. In a word, that Paul fhould preach 
the gofpel a glorious inftitution of God, whereby all who be- 
lieve fhall be £ived,and teach and urge the things of the king- 
dom of God and of our Lord JefusChrifl, with great afliduity, 
pains and pathos, as of the greateft importance to all men ; and 
yet while recommending this grand fubjeft with all his force, 
fhould at the fame time, pour fuch contempt upon it as to teach 
all the world fhall be faved, though they pay no regard to this 
divine gofpel, to the law and authority of this gracious God, 
in this life, is fuch a flaring inconfiftence, as I fhould think no 
confiderate man, can any more believe, than that a pure foun- 
tain can iffue forth both pure and foul,fweet and bitter ftreams 4 
atjthefame time, 

I might now leave this paragraph, but as the author lays 
great ftrefs upon it, as a key for the conftruftion of a paragraph 
in the 8r.h chapter of this epiftle, and another in the firft epiflk 
to the Corinthians 15th chapter where his great ftrength lies, 
with others ; it may not be improper to fhew his own fcheme 
to be To embirraffed otherways* as that it cannot anfwerhis 
purpofe or be admitted. In p. X21, he fays, " the apoftle's 
way of arguing in this paragraph, and in the 8th chapter, is very 
unlike that of common commentators and chriflian writers ; 
they ground die fuffering ftate of mankind, on the fin they 
I have 
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have been guilty of, having finned in and fell with Adam in 

his tranfgreffion : whereas, he fays, the apoftle frees mankind 
from all blame on the account of the offence of their firft fa- 
ther, &c. The proteftant do&rine, here intended to be op- 
pofed, I take to be this, viz. "That all the natural pofterity of 
Adam, were fo included in him as their fcederal or conftituted 
head, in the conftitution of innocency, that if he had perfevered 
in obedience through the term of trial, the avails and blefiings 
of it would have redounded to all his pofterity, as well as to 
himfelf j and confequently, the natural and legal refult of his 
difobedience, righteoufly comes upon all his pofterity." It is 
in this fenfe (not a&ively) they maintain they finned in him 
and fell with him. This fentiment feems to be countenanced, 
at leaft, verfe 19th, cc for as by one man's difobedience many 
were made cc conftituted" finners ; fo by the obedience of one 
fhall many be made cc conftituted" righteous :" for how could 
they be conftituted finners, by a difobedience to that conftitu- 

. tion, if they were no way included in it ? or in what way, bfct 
in the natural and legal refults of that conftitution ? how can 
they all die in Adam, if in no fenfe they lived in him, any more 
than a man can be faid to die, who never lived ? It is in op- 
pofition to the fentiment above ftated, I conceive, this writer 
mull mean <c mankind are freed from all blame, on account of 
the offence of their firft father." How doth this, agree with 
what he afferts page 45 ? By the laft claufe of verfe 1 2th, " in 
whom or upon which, all have finned," he fays, the apoftle 
means precifely the fame thing, as when he faid, chap. 3. 9. 
" All are under fin j" and again, v. 19. " All the world are 
become guilty before God $" and yet again, v. 23. cc All have 
finned." For if in faft, all men ftand in fuch a connefted rela- 
tion to Adam and his firft offence, that in confcquence of it, 
they are all under fin and guilty before God, how are they 
blamelefs in refpedt hereto ? Is not this to confound language, 
and to make finful, guilty and blamelefs, to mean the fame 
thing ? To pafs this, verfe 1 5 th, cc for if through the offence 
of one many be dead," he paraphrafes, " for if the many, that 
is all men, are fubjefted to death through the lapfe of the one 

' nian Adam." Now if they are all fubjefted to death through 
this offence this offence is the righteous ground of it : but if 
€ " * ^Mej 
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they arc not fo conftitutionally connefted with Adam and this 
offence, as to be guilty and juftly liable to it ; how is this of- 
fence the righteous ground of their fubje&ion to it, any more 
than the fin of angels ? Again, verfe i6 f if for the judgment 
was by one, to condemnation," he paraphrafes, i€ for the judi- 
cial fentence took rife from the lapfe of one man, and proceeded 
to condemnation, condemnation fubje&ing mankind to death, 
and thereupon to fin alfo." Upon which I would remark — 
every righteous, judicial fentence is grounded oft, and ptirfuant 
to fome law or conftitutien, as the meafure of it, and cannot 
extend beyond it, to reach the innocent as well as guilty. This 
judicial fentence is purfuant to the conftitution of innocency. 
Now, if all the pofterity of Adam, were abfolutcly excluded 
that conftitution, and abfolutely blamelefs, in refpedt to that 
offence, which is the ground of this judicial fentpnee purfuant 
to it, and were fo in the eye of the righteous Judge of the world; 
why is this terrible fentence, carrying fin and death in it, exten- 
ded to all this innocent, blamelefs pofterity ? where is the wif- 
dom, holinefs, goodnefs, or ftrift righteoufnefs of it, in this 
view ? would the infinitely wife and good God, when opening 
an infinitely wife and perfedt government, which in the final 
iffue of it, fhall difplay the glory of his moral charafter in high- 
eft luftre, preface the difpenfation of it with a terrible judicial 
fentence, upon millions of millions in his fight, of abfolute in- 
nocents ? is it fuppofible, when he hath revealed the righteous 
rule of judgment, "he that juftitieth the wicked, or condemned! 
the juft x they are both an abomination to the Lord, Prov. 17. 
15. and hath exprefsly forbid it in capital cafes among men, as 
Deut. 24. 16. " The fathers fhall not be put to death for the 
children, neither fhall the children be put to death for the fa- 
thers : every man fhall be put todeath for his own fin." Would 
he fet the counter example of this rule of righteoufnefs, in the 
view of the world, reaching to all generations of mankind r it 
is incredible. Thefe feem infuperable difficulties in the way of 
holding them innocent and blamelefs in refpedt to this offence, 
in the eye of the? righteous Judge. He fhifts his pofition, ver. 
1 9th, and tells us, " by the difobedience of the one man Adam, 
the many or all men in confequence of "a divine conftitution >> 
fubjtrfting them to a frail mortal ftate, occafioned by this dif- 
obedience 
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obedience of his, became finners," p. 27. Here it is not by- 
judicial fentence^ as before, but by a " divine conftitution" that 
all men become finners* Thefe do not agree, exa£Uy : for a 
judicial fentence* and a conftitution, are efTentially different 
things i as different, as a conftitution, and the legal, judicial 
effects, of it. He ftates his fentiment more clearly, in his note 
Upon Rom, 8. io. cc for the creature was made fubjedt to va- 
nity, not willingly, but by reafon of him, who fubje&ed the 
fame in hope." He tells us, " though the devil's temptation 
was the occafion of fin> and fin the occafion of mankind's fub- 
je&ion to vanity, and fo the devil may (as well as cur firft pa- 
rents) in a fenfe, be faid to have been the authors of this fub- 
je<5tion t yet, the will of God, publiihed in the judicial fentence, 
taking rife from Adam's lapfe, was that* and that only, which 
really fubje&ed mankind to vanity, (i*.e« to fin, calamity and 
death). This will or conftitution dierefore, thus taking rife 
From Adam's lapfe, muft be the .thing intended by the apoftle," 
p. 105. Upon this ftatiftg, it is natural to inquire (1.) if A- 
dam's difobedience was difpleafing and hateful to God, is it 
credible a holy God, fhould take occafion from that, to make 
a conftitution by which his natural pofterity in all generations, 
fhould likewife be children of difobedience and wrath > if they 
were in no fenfe conne&ed with the firft tranfgreflion ? how 
could this be pleating to a holy, fin-hating God ? what pur- 
pofe of wifdQm, holinefs, goodnefs and government could it 
poffibly anfwer ? (2dly.) If this will and conftitution of God 
is that, only, which fubjeds the innocent pofterity of Adam to 
fin, calamity and death * who, in true conftru&ion, is the author 
* of all thefe moral and natural evils, which reign through the 
world ? not the devil, nor Adam, they are fet afide as occafional 
caufes only ; and in contradiftinftion from them, it is afcribed 
to the will and conftitution of God, as the efficient or effeftual 
caufe, whereby they are fubjetted to them \ and fo fubjedled to 
them cc a3 this damage certainly and univerfally comes into 
jevent," as p. 87, Who is- the author of this conftitution, but 
a holy God ? And upon this plan, to whom are the refulting 
evils to be afcribed, as the author, but to him ? And can fuch 
an afqiption be endured by any who have juft apprehenfions 
of the glorious moral character of God ? In vain doth he lay 

A a ttas&fc 
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blame to Adam as having done hurt, as the fource of dcath,&c- 
-when he takes of the whole, and afcribes it to the will and con- 
ftitution of God, only. Upon his plan, notwithftanding any 
connexion with Adam and his offence, his pofterity might have 
remained innocent, happy and immortal forever. And it is the 
conftitution of God only, made after this offence, which fixes 
theii ftate, as it is. (^dly.) Will it not follow, that in the pro- 
vifion and promife of" a Saviour to mankind, he viewed all the 
pofterity of Adam, as an innocent, and blamelefs race ? For 
this promife was given, before the judicial fentence was paft ; 
and fo before "the constitution" was made or had any exiftence, 
"Which only in fa£t, fubje&ed them to fin and condemnation. 
So, he fays, c< they were fubjefted in hope, and confequent upon 
thispromife, ,, p. 106, 107. Is this credible? that the infinitely 
wife God, fhould provide and reveal a Saviour, for an innocent 
race, who needed none, and might upon his plan, have never 
needed any •, but in confequence of an after divine conftitu- 
tion, which fubjefted them to fin, condemnation and death ? 
Where is divine wifdom and grace to be feen in this? The 
Dr. gives us the true account, they were in the eye of God, 
without ftrength, enemies, finners, ungodly, when he purpofed 
and contrived the gofpel method of juftification," fermons, p. 
149. (4thly.) Upon this plan of their fubje&ion, by the fo- 
vereign conftitution and will of God, will it not follow, that 
the provifion and promife of a Saviour is a matter of juftice to 
mankind ; and confequently, the riches and glory of gofpel 
grace, fo celebrated in fcripture, is excluded ? This at leaft in 
part, is implicitly, conceeded by this author : for he tells us, 
cc their being fubjedted in hope may fignify, that it was not 
merely pofterior in point of time, to the hope of deliverance, 
but confequent upon it, in the purpofe of God ; and fo confe- 
quent as that he never would have pafled the fentence, had he 
not intended to have given reafon for this hope/' p. 106. By 
hope, he means of their fufFerings terminating finally in their 
fuperabounding advantage. For he tells us, " it is this thought 
only, fo far as I am able to judge, that can reconcile the una- 
voidable fufferingsof the raceofmen,occafioned by, and taking 
rife from, the lapfe of their common father Adam, with the per- 
fedtions of God, particularly with his infinitely perfeft and un- 
bounded 
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bounded benevolence," p. \ii. If fo, it feems the provifion of 

a Saviour, and the celebrated grace of the gofpel, became a 
matter of higheft expediency, and indeed of neceflity j for thefe 
two grand purpofes ; one is, to repair and make good the dam- 
age done to the race of men, by this divine conftitution (confe- 
quent upon the lapfe of Adam) which fubje&ed them to their 
fins and fufferings ; the other is, to vindicate the character of 
the Moft High, his juftice and benevolence particularly, from 
that indelible reproach and difhonour by meaps of this divine 
conftitution, which could not otherwife, be removed. Where 
then is the celebrated divine love and grace of the gofpel, to 
mankind ? it is removed out of fight, and infhrouded in a cloud 
of thick darknefs. For is there any grace, in repairing of inju- 
ries brought upon the innocent and blamelefs ? efpecially when 
it becomes neceffary to vindicate the juftice and goodnefs of the " 
repairer ? Is there divine wifdom and perfection exhibited in 
fuch conduft ? What ends of wifdom, goodnefs and government 
can be anfwered by fuch repugnant conftitutions, the one in- ' 
traducing innumerable natural and moral evils upon an inno- 
cent, blamelefs race ; and the other repairing of it again, to pre- 
vent afcriptions of difhonour, upon the great author ? Is this 

1 agreeable to the character we have of the infinitely perfedt Be* 
ing ? all whofe ways are holy, juft & good, and need no repairs, 

" becaufe he never can do injury or wrong to iiis creatures. Can 
this be the grace celebrated in the gofpel as rich, free, fovereign, 
unbounded, exercifed to finners, the ungodly, and juftly con- 
demned ? Can thefe things be fo, if the happinefs of the crea- 
ture be the grand objeft ? or if the greater object be in view, 
the eternal celebration of the moral character and government 
of God, in higheft glory $ in connexion with the higheft hap-> 
pinefs of his obedient creatures ? It is impolfible. Would a 
wife and good parent do thus, ruin the moral chara&er and na- 
tural conftitution of all his children, and make them all difobe- 
dient to parental government, for the offence of one, in which 
they had no manner of concern, and when he muft be at a vaft 
expence to repair the damage ? Could fuch a reparation be 
magnified, as great wifdom and grace in him ? In no wife. 
What is it in true conftru&ion, but to afcribe that conduft to ' 

the infinitely wife and iroodGodj which is abominable in man* 
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cc to do evil, that good may come of it," Rorp. 3.8. Nor is 
this all, for (5thly.) upon this plan, the great glory of the re- 
demption of Chrift, as well as of the love and grace of God, as 
exhibited in the gofpel, is fubverted and overthrown. Chrift 
teacheth us, that God ib loved the world, (a loft periftiing, 
juftly condemned world) that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whofoever believeth on him might not perifti, but have 
everlaftiqg life. In this ftating, the love is vmutjmble, and 
incomprehenfible. Saint John tells us, cc he was manifefted to 
deftroy the works of the devil,' ' Put this plan teaches another 
doftrines, "in contradiction to the whole exhibition of the gof* 
pel, viz. That Qod fent his Son into the world, to repair the 
damage and remedy the evils, natural and moral, which he him* 
felf introduced^, * c by his own judicial fentertce and divine cori- 
llitution, upon all the innocent, blamelefs pofterity of Adam," 
not to deftroy the works of the devil, or any evils introduced 
by Adam's difobedience ; for thefe are fet afide as occafional 
caufes ; hut it is the evils, to which, the pofterity of Adam were 
in reality fubjefted, "by the will andconftitutionofGod,only.'* 
Where then is the greatnefs of the love of God and of Chrift^ 
to mankind, in this redemption, as a remedy to evils, fp intro- 
duced ? What can be more horrible in fuppofition, than that 
God flaould fend his only begotten Son, to do ^nd fuffer the 
amazing things reported of him in the gofpel, to deftroy his 
own works, "his own divine conftitutipn," with its appendages 
and effe&s fin and mifery introduced, upon a blamelefs race ? 
I purfue it nq farther, a difcerning reader will fee ilf full of hor^ 
ror : It carries deftru&ion to the moral character of God, to 
the grace of the gofpel, and to the glories bfChrift's redemption, 
What do&rine can equal it, but that which makes a holy God 
the efficient caufe of fin ? and they both alike totally fubvert 
^nd overthrow the glory of the grace of God, and of the re- 
demption of Chrift, as exhibited in the gofpel. We fee this 
fcheme is fo far from bringing more honour to God and the Sa- 
viour, as is pretended, that in various ways it refledts the higheft 
reproach and difhonour. We never fee the glory of this grace 
and work of redemption, but when we fee it provided and given 
of God infinitely free, and as effeftually relieving and faving 
fmners, the ungodly and juftly condemned^ who exefcife faith 
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in Chrift, and repentance towards God. How much more eafy, 
rational and fcriptural the p.roteftant faith, in this important 
article, to view the whole pofterity of Adam as included in him 
3S their conftituted head, in the conftitution of jnnocency ? 
The whole vindication of the chara&er, judicial fentence and 
government of God, then centers in one point, only, viz. in 
vindicating the wifdem, fitnefs & goodnefs of that conftitution 
3s worthy of God, and in itfelf, adapted to the great good of 
mankind, The vindication fta^ds upon the Jfeme ground, and 

. is no more difficult, than that of judicial fentences upon crimi-t 
nals among men. If the law and conftitution be good, fo is a 
righteous fentence purfuant to it. For the genuine, natural 
legal and judicial refult of every wife, good and righteous con-, 
ftitunon, muft be righteous. And furely, it is not a hard mat* 
ter to vindicate that divine conftitution as wifely adapted for 
the beft good of mankind ; by which no evil could enfue ; but 
by the default of the creature : but it is befide the prefent de* 
bate. What hath been faid is fufficient to anfwer the intention, 
to ferve as a fpecimen to (hew, that his conftru&ion of this, 

fc paragraph^ ^nd doctrine inferred is fo grqitly embarraffed, tha? 
it cannot anfwer his purpofe, nor by any means be admitted. 

The test next offered for proof i§, Rom, 8 th, from the 19th 
to the 24th verfe. V, 1 9. c < For the earned expedtation of the 
creature waiteth for the manifeftation of the fons of God, v, 
20. For the creature was made fubjeft to vanity, not willingly, 
but by reafon of him who hath fubje&ed the fame in hope : v, 
ai. Becaufe the creature itfelf alfo fhall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the children 
pflGod. v, 22, For we know that the whole creation groaneth, 
and travailetk in pain together until now : v. 23, And not 
only they, but ourfelves alfq, which have^he firft-fruits of the 
Spirit, even we ourfelves groan within ourfelves, waiting for 
the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body," It is need-* 
lef§ to go over his paraphrafe and notes, for the whole force of 
his argument from this paragraph* centers in one point, tr m the 
conftrii&ion of creature and whole creation in this paffage." 
Hie fays, cc mankind univerfally, are the creature and whole 
creation, here intended ; the whole rational creation, the whole 
world tf AM^nd/' P< 1*6 and 1 17* andfcaU.be delivered in 
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of chriftianity itfelf. Paul was too great a divine, and accurate 

realbner, to argue in fo abfurd a manner* Nor could it anfwef 
his defign, to fupport chriftians in their perfecutions and trials, 
fufFerings with Cftrift, in his glorious caufe* Would Paul ad- 
drefs his fufFering brethren—" your bloody perfecutors will be 
revealed the fons of God, as well as you ; and they muft all 
come to future glory, through fufFering, after long and patient 
waiting for it ; and therefore you have no reafon to complain 
of your fufferings 5 but with this confederation you may well 
indure with meeknefs and patience, all their horrid abufe, cru- 
elty and wickednefs." Upon the flaring of it, every one muft 
fee the impertinence and abfurdity of it. And it muft be in- 
effectual on the other ground alio forementioned : it was a 
principle unknown to them, and they could not infer fupport 
from it. This arguing is like feeking light in a dungeon, or 
building a fuperftrudture without a foundation* I would ob- 
serve, it is the fanttified, adopted children and fons of God, in 
this world, the apoftle treats of in foregoing verfes and context, 
as this author allows, it is thefe therefore he undoubtedly means 
f c in the rrianifeftation of the fons of God," v. 1 9. But this 
writer includes all the wicked of mankind in it •> €i the creature 
mankind, he fays, waits in earneft expe&ation for the time, 
when it fhall be revealed, that they are the fons of God, by be- 
ing elorioufly immortal, p. 92. he foifts into the text this laft 
claufe, " when it fhall be revealed that they are the fons of 
God," againft the force of the connexion, and manifeft defign 
of the apoftle, and when it ;s never fo ufed in revelation of the 
finally ungodly. In fupport of his conftruftion, that the rati- 
onal creation is intended by the creature in this text, he argues, 
<c if the meaning be extended, to take in the inanimate part of 
the creation, much more the rational and moral part, ought to 
be comprehended :" for though on the one hand, the rational 
part might properly be ftiled (pafaktifes) the whole creation, 
without the inanimate part, yet it would be highly incongruous 
on the other hand, to give this ftile to the lefs valuable part, 
leaving out the moft excellent, p. 98. He fubjoins, <c what is 
moft worthy of notice is, the phrafe pafaktifis, every creature, 
is never ufed (one difputed text excepted, Col. 1. 15.) in all 
the new tcftarnent, to fignify more tftan the whole moral crea-« 

tion, 
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tlon, or all mankind/ 1 p. 99. I would produce one text, where 

more than mankind are intended by the word creature, and ano- 
ther where they are excluded : " Neither height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature" in the laft verfe of this context certainly 
rtleans more than all mankind. And in 1 Tim. 4. 4. " For 
(pan ktifma) every creature of God is good, (for food) and 
ftothing to be refufed, if it be received with thankfgiving."— 
Where the apoftle fpeaks of food to cat, all mankind are as cer- 
tainly excluded in the phrafe <c every creature :" for our oppo- 
nents would not countenance maneaters. Nor is it any abfur- 
dity to fuppbfe the mod excellent part are here excluded; but it 
would be a gfofs abftirdity to include them : and perhaps it will 
appear not lefs abfurd to include them in this difputed text. 

I fhall now proceed to crofs examine his pofuive fcripture 
witneffes. He fays, cc 'tis remarkable, when the apoftles were 
commiflloned to preach the gofpel to all mankind, the words 
arc Mark 16. 15. pafaktifis, every creature. So, when the 
'gofpel is faid to have been preached, in confequence of this 
commiffion, to all mankind, the fame words are ufed, pafa 
ktifis, Col. 1. 25. and that the rational creature, or mankind, 
is the only meaning of thefe words* may certainly be colle&ed 
from Mat* 28.18. andL.uk. 24. 47 . where the gofpel is fpoken 
of as intruded with the apoftles to be preached, Jwrpanta^ 
cthne, " that is, to all nations of men." So that it is the ra- 
tional creature, the rational creation, or mankind, that the 
apoftle is here fpeaking of," p. 99 and 100. here are his 
witnefles and conclufion in full length. That men are in- 
tended "by every creature" in thefe texts, is granted : but that 
they do not include <c all mankind " we fhall prove from the 
texts themfelves, and confequently his conclufion is ill founded* 
This commiffion is defigned to open a door and way of falva* 
tion to all nations upon earth* upon the fame footing. And 
when it is confidered, the jews were the only Covenant people 
of God, under dieMofaic difpenfation ; that they were ftrongiy 
pofleffed with the notion they always fhould be fo $ and that 
the gentiles could not become fuch, but in becoming jews, by 
circumcifion, which occafioned the contrdverfy, recorded A&s 
15. and when it is alfo confidered, our Lord's miniftry was to 
the loft fheep of the houfe of Ifrael, aiykhe temporary miniftry 

Bb <& 
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of his difciplei in his life time, was likewife limited. Thefe 
particulars (hew us the wifdom and propriety of die clear, ex- 
tenfive, decifive and comprehenfive language of the gofpel 
commifiion, whereby they are now authorifed to preach the gof- 
pel to all nations, jew or gentile, fcythian, barbarian, bond or 
free, as annumerated by Paul, without diftin&ion or exception. 
But this is a very different thing from all mankind, in their 
fenfe : for the words of the commifiion and the promife of fup- 
port, fhew it limited to mankind upon earth. " Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gofpel to every creature," lays Mark 
the firft witnefs : " Go ye therefore teach all nations," jfays 
Matthew : ct That repentance and remiflion of fins fhould be 
preached in his name, among all nations, beginning at Jerufa- 
lem," fays Luke. Nothing is more evident, than that they 
were to go from Jerufalem & preach to the nations then living, 
and every creature in them, as they had opportunity for it ; and 
were to inforcc it with " he that believeth fhall be faved, but 
he that believeth not fhall be damned," Mark 16. 16. They 
had no commifiion to preach to the million of millions that 
lived and died in the four thoufand years before they were born, 
to norte of mankind in heaven, nor to any in hell 3 which would 
have been impoflible to them, while living on earth : and their 
fucceflbrs in the miniftry, in all ages, are to preach it in like 
manner, to every humane creature of their cotemporaries, as 
they have opportunity for it. Ancf the promife of our Saviour, 
" Lo I am with you to the end of the world," Mat. a8. 20. 
(hews that the commifiion will end, and be no more, at the end 
of the world. So that " every creature" and "all nations" in the 
commifiion, cannot poflibly include all mankind from the be- 
ginning to the end of the world, confiftent with the defign of 
it, and the truth of fadfc. Moreover, the apoftles certainly ful- 
filled their commifiion in their day, according to the full im- 
port of "every creature :" and their next witnefs will give us 
theprecife meaning of it : Col* 1. 23. " and bje not moved 
away from die hope of the gofpel which ye have heard, and 
which waspreached to 'every creature' which is under heaven." 
Their commifiion %as fulfilled, not by preaching to all man- 
kind, from the beginning to the end of the world, which is im- 
pofiible, and is contrary to fait, but it wa# to every humane 

creature, 
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Creature under heaven, as they had opportunity for it : which 

therefore is the precife meaning of their cominifiion : and alfo, 
of '* teaching every man and warning every man" without dif* 
tinCtion or exception, as verfe a8 of the fame chapter, as before 
noted. Wherefore thefe texts, when allowed to fpeak for them«- 
felves, do not prove their all mankind, and whole rational ere* 
ation, but witnefs the contrary, in the moft decifive manner* 
If therefore this difputed text be parallel with them, it cannot 
poflibly mean all mankind ; nor is the phrafe ufed in that corn- 
prehenfive and exclufive fenfc, ip all the new teftament. Their 
conftruCtion is fully confuted by their own witnefies. I fhall 
now proceed to add fome confirming evidence, that all man*- 
kind cannot be intended by the creature, in this paragraph : 
and this is evident, ( i .) becaufe the apoftle holds up a diftinc- 
tion and disjunction through the whole, between the crea- 
ture, and the fons of God j are not the fons of God a 
part, and yery important part of the rational, moral creati- 
on ? Certainly. If fo, and the term creature, intends the 
whole moral creation, they muft be included, and cannot 
be difconneCted and disjointed from it. But this difcon- 
nexion and disjunction between the creature and the fons 
of God runs through the whole paragraph, The creature "has 
earneft expectation, waits, groans, travails in pain, is delivered 
from the bondage of corruption in the liberties of the fons of 
God." < c And the fons of God, they that have the firft fruits of 
the Spirit, the apoftles themfelves, in way of diftinCtion and 
disjunction from the creature, groan and wait for the adoption, 
the redemption of the body/' Wherefore, their conftFuCtion 
of the term creature, is againft the fpirit and language of the 
paragraph, and holds up an abfurd contradiction in it, viz. 
that the fons of Qod are both included and excluded in the 
fame term, which is a manifeft contradiction and abfurdity, 
A 2d. reafon, why the finally wicked cannot be intended by the 
creature in the text, is, becaufe the reafon affigned by the apo- 
ftle for the earneft expectation and waiting of the " creature '* 
for the manifeftation of the fons of God, is no reafon or caufe, 
why they lhould defire and wait for it. The reafon here affign- 
ed for it is, becaufe the creature itfelf (hall be delivered from 
the bondage of. corruption, "in the liberty of the glory of the 
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fons of God :" that is, in the time of their manifeftation. Now 
the fcripture teaches but two manifeftations of the fons of God j 
one in thrift's glorious reign in this world, in which by fuppo- 
fition, they are not delivered j the other, in the refurreftion and 
laft judgment ; when the fons of God will he exhibited to the 
intelligent creation, in all their glory, and Chrift will be glori- 
fied in, and with them. To this, the apaftle hasfpecial refer- 
ence— this magnifiaent ^adoption & redemption of the body." 
We read of no after manifeftation of the fons of God, nor can 
it be expected ; for then cc fhall they be caught up to heaven, 
and be ever with the Lord." All hope of any after manifefta- 
tion of them, is excluded by this text, and the current do£rine 
of fcripture, Now it is certain, in this final manifeftation of 
the adopted fons of God, in the rcfurreftion of the juft, the 
finally difobedient will not be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption, in the glorious liberties of the fons of God ; for their 
refurre&ion will be to damnation, as taught by our Saviour, 
and allowed by this author : and confequently they cannot be 
the creature that hath earneft expedition, and waits for this 
manifeftation^ for they will have no deliverance and benefit by 
it. This author takes for granted, " that all mankind are in-* 
tended by the creature, and that they are all to be revealed to 
be the fons of God, by being glorioufly immortal, and fhall be 
delivered into the liberties of* the fons of God j— -and argues 
from one part, to the other in a circle to fupport it ; without 
any fupporting, concluding evidence, of any one part of it. 
The text gives not the leaft hint of their do&rine, but fully con-* 
futes it. The creature that will ever be delivered, will have 
this deliverance in the time of the manifeftation of the fons of 
God -, but in this final manifeftation of them, the finally wicked 
will not be delivered ; after which, there is no deliverance, 
Their conftruchon intirely annuls & deftroys the reafon aflign- 
ed, for the creatures expeftation, and waiting for the manifeft- 
ation of the fons of God, in every view. The finally wicked 
will have no deliverance in their final manifeftation : and if it 
be fuppofed they will have deliverance in fome after difpenfati- 
ons, yet this affords no caufe or reafon why they lhould earneftly 
defire, expedt and wait for this previous manifeftation. For 
this final manifeftation of the fons of God expreffed in the text> 

hath 
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hath no fort of connexion with fuch afuppofed after deliverance: 
no, not in time, means, place, or worlds, to be any ground or 
caufe, why they fhould fo defire and wait for it. The caufe 
afligned, and connexion of things in the paragraph is abfolutely 
deftroyed, by fuppofing the finally difobedient are intended, 
by the creature. It is fp far from being true, that all mankind 
are included, that they are abfolutely excluded, from bging the 
creature here intended. The fons of God are excluded by a 
disjunctive defcription thro* the whole : >and the finally wicked 
are excluded by the eaufe of the creature's waiting, exprefsly 
afligned ; which cannot agree to them. A 3d. argument, a- 
gairilt their'conftru&ion and dodtrin^ is, that it is dire&ly re* 
pugnant to the main fubjedt of the apoftle, and to the tenor and 
fcope of his difcourfe in the foregoing and fubfequent part of 
the context, in which this paragraph is inferted. The apoftle 
of fet purpofe, is treating of the diftinguifhing character, ftate, 
privileges and happinefs of the fan&ified, adopted fons of God, 
in the foregoing and fubfequent part of this chapter, through- 
out. He inferts many chara&eriftic marks and rules, whereby 
-this great diftin&ion in chara&er, ftate and happinefs may be 
known ; as every one may fee at firft view, in reading of it. 
There is not a chapter in revelation more intirely taken up 
with this important fubjeft. And it muft be allowed, that there 
is not a more certain key of conftrudtion, to every confiftent 
writer, than his main fubjeft and defign : every doubtful word, 
phrafe and fentence muft be conftrued into a confiftency with 
that. Now, is it poflible, when Paul from the firft to the laft 
verfe of this chapter, is holding forth a grand, effential and moft 
important diftindtion in character, ftate, privileges and happi- 
nefs in this world & the eternal, between the fan&ified in Chrift 
and the reft of mankind -, that in the middle of it, he fhouldftop 
fhort, in a full and flat contradiction to the fubje£t matter, 
fcope and tenor of the whole ? that then he fhould annul all his 
rules of trial, throw down all diftindtion of charadter and ftate 
between them, and put all mankind upon the fame footing for 
eternity ? Can it be, that he fhould roundly afTert that all the 
fons of belial and wickednefs, in earth and hell, fhould be alike 
glorioufly immortal, with the fandtified in this world, in the 
time when thefe fons of God are m?inifefted in their 4iftinguifh-. 
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ing glory, in this world, or the redemption of their bodies ? 
for in this paragraph they are cotemporary, coincident events. 
Can he here affert this of all the wicked, in full contradiction 
to his own do&rine in the 6th and 13th verfes, " to be carnally 
minded is death*;" " if ye live after the flefh, ye fhall die :" 
alfo in contradiction to his account of the laft judgment ; that, 
then Cf the difobedient fnall be punilhed with everlafting de- 
ftru&ion 5" and in dire£t oppofition to the plain doftrine taught 
throughout revelation ? this furely cannot he. What is it but 
to confound all language and fentiment ; to fet up diftin&ions 
of character, ftate, privileges and happinefs, and then to demo- 
lifh the whole again with a itroke ; and in effe£t to teach us 
that the infinitely wife, holy, righteous and good Governour and 
Judge of the world, has no regard to vertue or vice, or to cha- 
racters formed by the one or the other in this world : but the 
funs of God, and of belial ft?.rd upon the fame footing of favour 
with GnJ, and their end will be the fame ? this is impoflible. 
It reflects the higheft reproach iipon the character of God, of. 
the apoilie, and ipirit of inipii ation. (4thly.) Their conftruo 
tion and dodtrine is evidently falfe, becaufe it is diredtly repug- 
nant to the defign of this paragraph, as an argument of fupport 
to Offering chriftians in all their perfecutions and trials in this 
world. This is evidently the defign of it ; for after defcribing 
the appropriate happinefs of good chriliians, in their relation to 
God as children, and to Chriit as joint heirs, and affurance of 
the heavenly glory as founded in it, ver. 1 7 th, " and if children 
then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chrift ; if fo be 
that we fuffer with him, that we may alfo be glorified together." 
He adds, " for I reckon, that the fufferings of this prefent time, 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which fhall be 
revealed in us." Then comes in this paragraph in difpute : Cf for 
the carneft expectation of the creature v/aiteth for the manifef- 
tationof the fons of God." Avery different time from the 
''prefent" is coming on, when there will be a grand exhibition 
of an innumerable multitude of c * the fons of God" out of all 
nations : when the kingdom of Chrift, for which you and we 
fuffer, will be glorioufly triumphant over all the nations and 
kingdoms of this world : and chriftians, fo far from a ftate of 
reproach and fufferings, as at prefent, will then appear in dig- 
nity 
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nity and honour, u the glory of Chrift," and ruling the world* 

And this will reflect great glory, upon thofe of us, who have 
previoufly fuffercd in fupport of this glorious caufe, and lead 
the van of this illuftrious army •> and may well fupport and ani- 
mate us in it. For it is a caufe of fuch vaft magnitude, that not 
Only innumerable numbers of mankind, to be delivered and 
revealed in the glorious liberties of the fpns of God, are moft 
deeply interefted in the fupport, progreft, fuccefs and iffues of 
it ; but it is interefting to the whole vifible, inferior creation. 
So that this whole inferior creation may, by an eafy, ftrong fi- 
gure, be faid to be earneftly expedting and waiting for it. For 
this ferf*fame creature, now fubjedt to vanity and great abufe> 
which may be faid to groan and travel in pain, under the tyran- 
ny and manifold abufe of the wicked of the earth, contrary to 
the end of its creation, c< fhall be delivered from this bondage 
of corruption," in the time and by the means " of the glorious 
liberty of the fons of God,"| and fhall participate according to 
its nature, of the glory and bleflings of that ftate, when the curfe 
is removed, and plentiful bleflings will be poured out from hea- 
ven, upon this lower creation. And not only doth the whole 
inferior creation travail in pain for the birth of this great event 
which will attend the gofpel and caufe for which we fuffer in 
this world ; but ourfelves alfo, the chriftian world, and thofe of 
diftinguifhed eminence in it, f c who have received the firft fruits 
of the Spirit," " even we ourfelves, groan within ourfelves, ear- 
neftly looking and waiting for a ftill more glorious manifefta- 
tion and adoption, in the view of the intelligent creation, at 
the redemption of our body ;" when a diftinguifhing reward 
will be given, and glory be revealed in -and upon thofe who 
have fuffered with Chrift, as v. 1 8 . In this view this paragraph 
carries weighty argument of fupport to fuffering chriftians. 
What could be better adapted, than to addrefs to them the vaft 

magnitude 

|| The original is literally, €t in the liberty of the glory of the fons of 
God." I am ienfible a noun genetive put adje&ively, is often the moft 
elegant conftru&ion : but in this verfe the literal one, may bed point out 
the time and inftrumental caufality, of their deliverance from their bafe 
vafialage and fugged a ftimilus to it, viz. it is by means of that divine 
fiobleneft and liberality of fpirit, which fets them above evil and cruelty, 
and excites them to do good to all creatures, as they have opportunity j 
and is " thd glory of the Coos of God.^ 
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magnitude of the divine caufe for which they fuffefed, fb irttt* 
refting to innumerable multitudes of mankind, and extending 
its benignant influence to th'c whole inferiot creation, in con-* 
junction with the diftinguifhed rewards of glory, to the fufferers 
themfelvcs, in the great day ? And it is in fubftance the fame 
fuppdrt given to the church of God by the prophets, who pre- 
m difted thefe glorious times, in ftrong, lively and energetic de- 
fcriptions, and by our Saviour in his parables, which let forth 
die triumphant progrefs and fuccefs of his gofpel and kingdom 
in the world, and which are more particularly and ftrongly let 
' forth in his revelations to St. John- Will their conftru&ion 
and doftrine anfwer as a fupport to fufferingf chriftians ? How ? 
what, to tell them that all the reprobate fons of belial and wick- 
cdnefs, in earth and hell, are waiting with earneft expectation 
the manifeftation and glorious adoption of the fons of God, and 
fhall have part in it ? To tell them, that all who pay no regard 
to the facred caufe for which they fuffer, but live in pleafure, 
cafting off all regard to God and religion, and live and die ene- 
mies to the crofs of Chrift, " fhall be revealed to be the fons 
of God, by being made glorioufly immoftal ? yea more, to tell 
them, that their tyrannic, blood-thirfty perfecutors, thofe roar- 
ing lions, ranging bears, and devouring wolves, worfe than 
common beads of prey, who were worrying and hurrying them 
by hundreds and thoufands, as lambs to a bloody execution ; 
were all waiting with earneft expe&ation, were groaning and 
travelling in pain, for their manifeftation and glorious adopti- 
on ; when fC they that groan, fhall groan no more," but fhall 
be delivered with themfelves, in the liberties of the fons of God ? 
No doftrine could better fuit the devil and his wicked inftru- 
ments. But furely, it is cold frozen comfort to the godly, under 
perfecution. It carries in it a death chill to the fufferers, and 
to the caufe for which 'they fuffer. What is it but to tell them, 
there is no judgment : no redrefs of their wrongs : that it is 
vain to ferve the Lord : that their fufferings are fruitlefs ; for 
in the time of their manifeftation as the fons of God, their ene- 
mies will be glorioufly immortal as well as they : for it rnuft 
be at that time, if ever, according to this text. Could Paul 
intend to teach this do&rine, which is directly fubverfive of 
his defign in it, as an argument of fupport ? No furely : it is 

in 
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in direft contradiction to the doftrine of our Saviour, cc God 

will furely avenge his eleft, which cry to him," &c. and to the 
whole tenor of fcripture. Paul could not teach it, in direft 
oppofition to his own doftrine of fupport and comfort every 
where elfe addreffed to fuffering chriftians : he addreffes the 
Philipians cc in nothing terrified by your adverfaries : which is 
to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of falvation, 
and that of God," Phil. i. 28. and to the Theflalonians, cc fo 
that we ourfelves glory in you in the churches of God, for your 
patience and faith in all your perfecutions and tribulations that 
ye endure : which is a manifeft token of the righteous judg- 
ment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom 
of God, for which alfo ye fuffer : feeing it is a righteous thing 
with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you 
— - everlafting deftruftion from the prefence of the Lord and 
glory of his power— and to you who are troubled reft with us," 
a Thef. 1. 4th to the 10th ver. To impute their doftrine to 
the apoftle, is to reprefent him as a writer, abfurdly inconfiftent 
— in his doftrine, as inimical to the crofs of Chrift : ahd as ex- 
hibiting himfelf and fellow-chriftians in all their labours and 
fafferings in the glorious caufe of Chrift, in a prepofterous, ab- 
furd point of light. For infidelity itfelf cannot produce a more 
fevere fatire upon the doftrine of the crofs, as vain and ufelefs, 
than is carried in this curfed doftrine : abfolutely to fet afide all 
diftinftion of charafter, all the promifes and threatnings in re- 
velation, with the whole of chriftianity in this world ; and put 
jews and mahometans, heathens, deifts, atheifts and good chrif- 
tians all upon one footing, to be revealed the fons of God, 
glorioufly immortal ; furely there is nothing left to fupport the 
dodtrine of the crofs. And perhaps, it is not in the power of 
the devil himfelf, to wreft the Paulina of this apoftle into a 
worfe conftruftion and accufation, than to make him a preacher 
of infidelity. Wherefore, their conftruftion and doftrine, be- 
ing fo, direftly repugnant to the whole fcope of the context, 
and to the argument of fupport and comfort to fuffering chrif- 
tians defigned in this paragraph, is evidently falfe and abfurd, 
I will only fubjoin, all mankind cannot be intended by the 
.creature, for it is inconfiftent with the defcription here given 
of it, and with the truth of faft. One part of the defcription 
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is v. 20. u for the creature was made fubjeft to vanity, net til-. 

lingly," which this author conftrues " not through any fault of 
its own." Now this cannot be true of mankind umverfally, 
for it is certain Adam and Eve were fubjefted to condemnation 
for their own fault : and it is as certain as words can make it, 
that the creature mankind is fubjett to condemnation, fin and 
death, by the fin, faulty offence, and difobedience of the one 
man Adam, Rom. 5. 12,15,16,17,18,19. If the words amar- 
tia> paraptoma y and parakoes> fin, offence and difobedience, do 
not fignify fault in the creature, there are no words in any lan- 
guage that can convey and fix it. Now it is by " fin" the firft 
word, that death hath paffed upon all men, v. 1 2. and it is by 
and through the offence, the fecond word, that judgment is 
come upon all men <c to condemnation," v. 15,16,17,18. and 
by difobedience, the laft word that many are made finners, v. 1 9. 
It is true, this fubjettion of mankind, comes through the medi- 
um of the righteous fentence of the holy and righteous judge of 
the world, grounded upon the faulty offence of the creature j 
and it is this which decifively diftinguifheth it from that fub- 
je&ion by fovereign aft and arbitrary conftitution, whereby the 
inferior part of the creation, without fault of its own, are fub- 
jeftf d to vanity, as is intended in this text. Men may ufe am- 
biguous words, fuch as "occafion" "taking rife,"&c. and may 
fhuffle with them fo as to difguife fafts, but cannot alter them. 
It will appear from the apoftle's words, to every unbiaffed ju- 
dicious perfon, that the creature mankind is fubjefted to con- 
demnation, by and through the fin and fault of the creature 
man, and therefore cannot be intended in this verfe 20. The 
fophiftry to evade it is eafily expofed. E. g. A man dies a vi- 
olent death for murder,— fays a byftander, this man was not 
fubjedl to this death by any fault of his own. Why not ? he 
furely dies " for his own iniquity," in the very fenfe of the law 
of God. . He replies, it is true, he committed the offence, and 
fo the devil that tempted him, as well as himfelf, may be faid 
to be the occafional caufes of this death : but the faft is, the 
judgment took rife from the offence, and proceeded to condem- 
nation, and it is the judicial fentence of the judge that condemn 
ned him to it, and that only, that really fubje&ed him to this 
death. The futility of it is obvious. According to this argu- 
ing. 



jhg, no man could ever die for his own iniquity. For accord* 
ing to the law of God and man, fuch death ought to, and muft 
come through the medium of a judicial fentence. Nor can the 
other part of the defcription of the creatureyv. 20. €€ who hath 
fubjeffced the fame in hope" ajjree but to the inferior part of the 
creation. It is they only that fhall be delivered from the bon^- 
dage of corruption, in the time of the manifeftation of the foas 
of God, as before fhewn. To fay that all the wicked of man- 
kind are fubje&ed in hope of a glorious immortality, is to con- 
tradict the whole tenor of revelation, and thefpirit and language 
of the goipel conftitution, which Unfits die hope of it to the 
believing, the penitent and fanftified in this world ; and is con- 
futed by many as plain texts, as any in revelation. Again, the 
feveral parts of the defcription of the creature and whole crea- 
tion, will by no means agree to the whole moral creation and 
mankind univerfally. Is it true that thofc who are without 
God in the world, are fubje&ed in hope ; when Paul tells us 
exprefsly they are without hope in the world ? b it true of the 
wicked cut off in wrath, whofe hope perifheth at death, that 
they arefubjefted in hope ? Is it true. of thofe who live in 
pleafure, riot in wicksdnefs, and drink in iniquity like water, 
and refufe the gofpel means of deliverance, thatthcy are groan- 
ing and travelling in pain for deliverance from their bondage ? 
Is it true of the fpirits of the juft made perfect, that they are 
groaning under the burthen of corruption, and travelling in 
pain ? or is it true of the difobedient fpirits in prifon, that they 
are waiting with earneft expectation, for the manifeftation and 
adoption of the fons of God, at the refurreftion, when their 
own refurredtion will be to damnation ? Reduce it to tact, and 
it is exceeding evident their conftru&ion of creature, and whole 
creation, is every way falfe, abfurd, againft the truth of faft and 
tenor of fcripture. The word of God never deals in error, nor 
confufion ; it never reprefents the whole moral world (except 
in their ftate of degeneracy and condemnation) as of one chara-* 
dter, nor in one ftate of happinefs or mifery : but conftantly 
holds up a mod clear diftinction between the righteous and 
wicked, in charafter and ftate in this world— -at deaths-- -in the 
refurreftion and laft judgment, and in their deftination to eter- 
nity, a$ different as heaven and hell. On the whole, to under* 
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ftand, the creature and whole creation, to mean all mankind, 

and the defcriptiongiven of it literally 5 we plainly fee it to be 
every way falfe, in faft. If we underftand it of the inferior part 
of the creation, and the defcription figurative, it gives not the 
lead countenance to their error ; and therefore it affords not a 
fhadow of fupport to their abfurd do&rine, 

I ihall make a brief remark upon his argument, c< fromthofe 
who have received the firft fruits of the Spirit," in this and fome 
other texts. He argues thus, the apoftle " certainly alludes to 
the jewifh cuftom of offering the firft fruits of their increafe j 
which oblation fan&ified not only thefe fruits, but all the reft.'* 
And fuppofes the gifts and graces they had received, to be 9 
fpecimen, pledge, or earned of what would be beftowed upon 
the reft of mankind ; and that the whole race of men were the 
following harveft. It is eafy to obferve, the offering of the firft 
fruits, fan&ified the reft of the prefent harveft, but no more. 
To make his argument from this allufion clear, and his con* 
clufion ftrong, he rpuft fhew that the offering of the firft fruits, 
not only fan&ified the reft of the prefent harveft, but likewife 
all the preceeding harvefts up to the beginning of the world j 
and alfo, all fucceeding harvefts to the end of it. This he can 
never prove : it is confuted by the inftitution itfelf, which was 
annual, As to his other texts, it is fufficient to obferve, the 
believing jews and gentiles of that day were a fort of firft fruits, 
as an earneft and infuring pledge of the ingathering of the ful- 
nefs both of the jews and gentiles, including all nations, into 
the kingdom of God, in the difpenfatioji of it in this world ; as 
predicted by the prophets. 

We now pafs to his twin texts : Col. 1. 19,20. *< For it 
pleafed the Father that in him all fulnefs fhould dwell : and 
(having made peace through the blood of his crofs) by him to 
reconcile all things unto himfelf $ by him, I fay, whether they 
be things in earth, or things in heaven, And Ephef, 1 . 9, 10. 
Having made known unto us the miftery of his will, according 
to hit ^ood pleafure, which he purpofed in himfelf : that in the 
difpeniation of the fulnefs of times, he might gather together 
in one all things in Chrift, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth, even in him." By heaven in thefe texts, this aur 
thor understands the serial heaven which furrounds the earth i 
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by earth, the earth itfelf and all things that appertain to it : and 

by "reconciling all things in them" the renovation or rechang- 
ing the vifible heavens and earth, with all men and things in 
them ; according to Pr, Thomas Burnet's theory of the new 
heavens and earth . A conftru&ion, which is as foreign to the de- 
fign of the apoftle, as Sir Ifaac Newton's principia of the folar 
fyftem, and not fo well founded in truth. His fcheme of the 
refurre&iori, millenian world, and new heavens and earth, needs 
po difcuflion here, as I truft it will be fufficiently confuted in 
another place. Thefe texts rightly underftood, are fo far from 
helping their caufe, that I apprehend, taken in connexion with 
other things And in thefe epiftles, they afford a decifive argu- 
ment ag^inft it. Mr. White's conitru6tion of " reheading all 
things in Chrift," to me appears preferable to this author's. 
But " the all things in heaven and upon earth'* muft not be 
taken in his unbounded fenfe : no, they are limited by the fub- 
je6t he is treating of, viz, < c to all things which have been, now 
are, and ever will be reconciled and ingathered, as his body, in 
Chrift their head ? x whether they be now in heaven withChrift^ 
or on earth, In the didlion of die texts, it feems c < the all that 
are reconciled by himfelf, and to himfelf ;" and " the all that 
are reheaded in him, whether in heaven or earth " are compre- 
henfively intended, And how are they reconciled to God in 
him, and gathered together in him as their head, but in the 
difpenfation of the gofpel as the means, and by the medium 
of faith in him ? The fcripture points out this, and no other- 
way : confcquently, all that ever will be reconciled and inga- 
thered, will be fo in the prefent ftate, And what to me con- 
firms the above-given conftru&ion, is this, that the apoftle i$ 
(ex profeffo) treating of true believers, and of the church as 
his body, of which Chrift is the head, in both the contexts.— 
Thus he addreffes to. the Ephefians, as " faint$ and faithful in 
Chrift Jefus," v. i . as bleffed with all fpirirual blefflngs in 
heavenly places in Chrift, v. i. as predeftinated by God, to the 
adoption of children by Jefus Chrift unto himfelf, v. 5, as made 
accepted in the beloved^ y< 6. as haying redemption and for* 
givenefs of fins,, y. 7. and as " believers who were fealed with 
the holy Spirit of promife, which is the earned of their inheri- 
tance, until the redemption of the purchafed poffeffipn/' v, 1 3, 

14. 
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14- " whofe faith in Chrift and love to the faints" he had heard 

of, v. 1 5 . and concludes the chapter with this defcription of 
Chrift, " as head over all things to the Church,' ' which is his 
body, the fulnefs of him that filleth all in all," v. 22,23. Itia 
his church explicitly and decifively that is " his body," and 
rc his fulnefs" as fuch, and not all the lapfed race or Adam, 
He is head over all things in the univerfe as fupremeLord and 
Governor, and for the benefit of his church ; but in contradif- 
tin&ion from all the reft of our lapfed race, & all other things, 
<c the church only, is his body." In the fame manner is his 
addrefs to the Coloflians,\" to the faints and faithful brethren, 
at Coloffe — he gives thanks and prays for them, fince he had 
heard of their faith in Chrift, and love to all the faints 5" for the 
hope laid up for them in heaven, and not in the new earth, v. 
2,3,4,5. he gives thanks for them as made meet for the inhe- 
ritance of the faints in light : as delivered from the power of 
darknefs, and tranflatedinto the kingdom of Chrift : " as having 
redemption through his blood, and forgivenefs of fins," v. 12, 
* 3j *4- Surely thefe are defcriptions which do not belong to all 
the lapfed fons of Adam. And what is to be particularly noted 
is, that he introduces the text in difpute, with the defcription of 
. Chrift as head of the church, "his body," v, 18. "and he is the 
head of the body, the church : who is the beginning, the firft 
born from the dead ; that in all things he might have the pre- 
eminence." Then comes in thefe words, "for it pleafed the 
Father," &c. I fliould think it manifeft to every eye, that he 
gives not a hint in either context of a new heaven and earth, nor 
is he treating of all the lapfed race of Adam, but precifely and 
decifively of believers, and of the church as the body of Chrift, 
in contn\diftin<Etion from an unbelieving and ungodly world. 
If we pay attention to the fubjedb matter treated or in both 
contexts, and the connexion in which this laft text is introdu- 
ced, it feems moft natural, yea neceffary to underftand the all 
things in heaven and earth, to mean all the reconciled to God, 
and ingathered out of all nations into Chrift their head " by 
faith in him ;" and as comprehending the whole of this happy 
body. And it is eafy to fee, the term " all things," fo applied, 
to comprehend all of this denomination and defcription ofrecon- 
ciled and ingathered in heaven and earth, whatever their previ- 
ous 
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ous chara&er might be, whether jew or greek; barbarian, fcy- 

thian, bond or free, as annumerated, Col. 3. 10, 1 1. is both 
elegant and emphatical. The above exhibition of the defign 
of the apoftle in thefe two chapters, will lead us to a clear de- 
ceive fenfe of " Chrift's filling all things." It is but twice ufed, 
and both times irt this epiftle, and in both alike, with refpe& 
to the church " his body." ,c Who is head over all things to 
the church, which is his body, the fulnefs of him that filleth all 
in all." Take it in its connexion in the fentence, and with his 
defign in the context, and it feems evidently defigned to teach 
us, what Chrift is to his church in the difpenfation of his king- 
dom in this world -, by communication of gifts and grace to in- 
gather, preferve, edify, and build it up to the everlafting king- 
dom of God. And the £poftle's illustration of it in this fenfe, 
muft fix it decifively, as ch. 4. 10,1 1,12,13. "he that defcen- 
ded, is the fame alfo that afcended up far above all heavens, 
that he might fill all things." How ? he proceeds to fhew, 
€c and he gave fome, apofSes ; and fome, prophets ; and fome, 
evangelifts ; and fome, pallors and teachers ; for the perfecting 
of the faints, for the work of the miniftry, for the edifying the 
body of Chrift : till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfeft man, unto 
the meafure of the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift." It is evident 
thefe gifts are imparted for the ingathering and edification of the 
church, the body of Chrift in this world 5 and that they are pe^ 
culiar and appropriate to the prefent difpenfation of the gofpel $ 
which will come to a period at the end of the world ; as is allow- 
ed, p. 266. and " Chrift's filling all things," is his imparting 
thefe gifts, with his grace for this important purpofe. And con- 
fequently, his whole work of filling all things, will be complea- 
ted, at the end of the world. But this author conftrues it, cc a 
filling all the lapfed race of Adam, and he will go on imparting 
gifts to this end, in future difpenfations, until every individual 
of the human race comes to the unity of the faith," &c. p. 1 54, 
5. without a fhadow of proof, againft the force of connexion, 
and the defign of the apoftle as explained by himfelf . I would 
remark, from what hath been faid, it is eafy to fee, Mr. Kelly's 
icheme of the union of all mankind to Chrift, as his body, is 
altogether unfcriptural and palpably errQnequs : for the church 
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confiding of believers, and as contradiftinguiflied from the un- 
believing world, are reprefented in the above texts, and in all 
the apoftolic epiftles, as " the body of Chrift." Our Saviour, 
in his miniftry, held up the diftin&ion moft clearly : 'he cha- 
ra&erifes his fheep as thofe " that are called, and lead out by 
him, that know his voice and follow him "as diftinguilhcdfrom 
the reft of the world," Joh. 10. 3, 4. and he fpeaks of his difci- 
ples " as not of the world, as he was not 5 and as hated by the 
world, becaufe they hated him," Joh. 15. 18,19. anc ^ c ^ a * x 7» 
14. and fays exprefsly, v. 9. "he prays not for the world, but 
for thofe given him, for all who believe," v. 20. And the world 
in the fenfe here intended, we are taught by Paul, will be con- 
demned in the great day. Now, is Chrift hated by his body, 
will he not pray for, but condemn his body, in the great day ? 
how abfurd ? And " they that are Chrift's," is a defcription 
of true believers, as diftinguilhed from the reft of the world, 
1 Cor. 15. 23. And what is fpecially to be noted is, that all 
the promifes, and great privileges of redemption are everywhere 
appropriated to them who ate in Chrift, by faith, only. Wc 
have already fhewn they have juftification by faith, that they 
are children of God and heirs of the promifes by faith, Gal. 3. 
26. 29. and to them that are in Chrift there is no condemnation, 
Rom. 8.1. and to them "who are in him," he is made of God 
wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanftification and redemption," 1 Cor. 
1 . 30. Who are they ? Paul tells you, if any man be in Chrift) 
he is a new creature ; old things are paft away, behold all things 
are become new, 2 Cor. 5.17. and he further defcribes them, 
Rom. 8. as " thofe who walk not after the flefh, but after the 
fpirit," as " delivered from the law of fin and death, as ." mind- 
ing the things of the Spirit," and " fpiritually minded," and 
" as lead by the Spirit, as the fons of God," v. 1,2,4,5,7,14. 
and fays, v. 9. " now if any man have not die fpirit of Chrift, 
he is none of his." Surely they who have not the fpirit of Chrift, 
cannot be of his body, for Paul fays exprefsly, they are none of 
his (i.e.) are not of is body : and this diftin&ion between be- 
lievers, the church of God, as the body of Chrift; as contradift- 
inguiflied from the unbelieving and ungodly : and fo, between 
the righteous and wicked, them that are Chrift's and them that 
are none of his> is as clear, as any do&rine in fcripture, and runs 

through 
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through the revelation of God. Wherefore his doflrine, that 
all the reprobate Ions of belial in earth and hell are united to 
Chrift, as members of his body ; is a moft grofs and palpable 
error $ and his fchemeof doctrine built upon this union, is a 
moft manifeft delufiom I would further remark, that the free 
incorporation of jews and gentiles without diftin&ion, into the 
church of Chrift, by their profeffion of faith in him ; and the 
incorporation of all true believers of all nations in him, as their 
head, life and hopej lb as to become members of his body, and 
members of the great family of God in heaven and earth, is the 
miftery the apoftle is treating of, in both thefe epiftles. This is 
emphatically cc his reconciling all things in heaven and earth by 
himfelf and to himfelf, and reheading them, in himfelf. >> The 
prophet taught the converfion of the gentiles in the reign of 
Mefliahj but th^lfree incorporation of all nations upon the fame 
footing " of faith," fo as to become -one church and body of 
Chrift, arid members of the illuftriotis family of God in heaven 
and earth, was a great fecret in foregoing ages, compared with 
the clearnefs with which it is revealed by the apoftles.- Now, 
believers of all nations " are no more ftrangers and foreigners, 
|ujt fellow citizens with the faints and of the houfhold of God," 
Eph. 2. 19* fee Heb. il; 22*3,4; this I take to be u the mif- 
tery which hath been hid from ages and generations, but now is 
made manifeft to his faints," to whom God would make known 
what is the riches of the glory of this miftery among the gen- 
tiles, which is Chrift in you the hope of glory, CoL i; 26, 27 i 
It cannot be their " myftery of the reftoration of all the lapfed 
race" for this miftery we fee "was manifeft to the faints" whereas 
theirs, by their own conceflion, note p. 253, was unknown to 
the apoftles, and of courle, to the faints. It is to be noted, as 
the fpecial defign of the apoftle, in thefe difputed texts, to ex- 
hibit Chrift, as the only reconciler of all things in heaven and 
earth, that have been, now are, and ever will be reconciled : 
and the phrafeology in them, conveys this inftru£tioft,with great 
plainnefs and force 3 and it is alfo his defign in thefe epiftles> 
to exhibit his allfufficiency .for this important work > to induce 
jfiimers of all nations to believe in him, and to fix and fettle be- 
lievers in a firm, perpetual hope and truft in him, and adherence 
to his divine gofpel, fervice and kingdom : to this end, he gives 
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us the moft exalted defcriptions of him, as " having all fiilnefe 
dwelling in him," " all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily," all 
the treasures of wifdom and knowledge. Arid as cc the creator 
of all tilings ; the prcferver of all things ; and as the fupreme 
governour of all things ; and as fuch he is the head of every 
man, and head over all things in the univerfe, without excepti- 
on." But the remark moft to our puropfe is this, viz. that it is 
his defign to teach us, that Chrift is now carrying this grand 
work of reconciliation into execution, upon earth ; and will 
compleat it, in the difpenfation of his kingdom in this world j 
before the fettlement of it in the great day. m It is obfervable, 
after both texts, he proceeds immediately to fhew, Chrift is in 
fa&, now carrying this great defign into execution. In the next 
words, he goes on to fay to the Ephefians, "in whom alfo we 
have obtained an inheritance," &c. and the fame to the Colof- 
fians, " and you that were fometime alienated, and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled, in the 
body of his flefh, through death, to prefent you holy and un- 
blameable, and unreproveable in hisfight," v. 21,22. Further, 
the place, the time and means, and ends of it, as defcribed by 
the apoftle, do all pointedly and ftrongly ftiew the whole work 
to be accompliftied, in this world. The " place" in which this 
great work is accompliftied, is fpecified and fixed in both texts, 
it is (epi tes ges) cc upon earth," in both. From the exprefi 
defcription " things in heaven" and "things on earth," the un- 
reconciled, finally impenitent, and thofe in hell, are abfolutely 
excluded, from the things that ever will be ingathered and re- 
conciled : and the diftion, in connexion with his ihewing how 
this work is now effedting, naturally and plainly indicates the 
whole work will be accompliftied, during this prefent earth. 
But this is more ftrongly fixed, in the phrafe, that points out 
cc the time and means" for the perfefting of it. In the fecond 
text it is, " in the difpenfation of the fulnefs of times." The 
plain meaning I take to be this ; this work will be accomplifti- 
ed by the means of the difpenfation of his kingdom and grace, 
and in theTulnefs of the times of the adminiftration of it, before 
the grand expefted fettlement of it, at the end of the world, 
when time fhall be no longer. There was a glorious ingather- 
ing of believers in Chrift their head, in that day -, and there will 
* be 
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be a gradual ingathering of them in the more ordinary times of 

this difpenfation : but in the fulnefs of the times predi&ed for 
the ingathering of the fulnefs of the jews, and of all gentile na- 
tions, in a long and glorious period, will be the greateft harveft 
of all j and the whole work will be compleated in the fulnefs of 
the times of the prefent adminiftration of this kingdom, before 
the final fettkment of it, in the great day. Then cometh the 
end of his adminiftration of this kingdom, and the end of time. 
And it is a contradidtion to fuppofe time, when itfhall beno lon- 
ger. Nor do the infpired writers annex (chronon) or any note 
of time, to any things whatever, after the laft judgment. This 
author fays, it fhould " be particularly regarded here," this time 
of Chrift's adminiftration ought not to be confined, as moft di- 
vines do confine it, to this prefent ftate j but it is to be carried 
into the refurre&ion world," &c. p. 147, 148 . We do note it, 
but as an error in him, which has no foundation in revelation. 
He conceeds (in the note afore referred to) that the apoftles did 
not know his fcheme of reftoration; and therefore Paul did not,» 
could not carry it into the refurre&ion world. And we ftop, 
where he confined, and defigned that we fhould confine it ; not 
daring to be prefumptuoufly wife above what is written, and 
manireftly defigned, by the infpired penman. Moreover, the 
gofpel way and means, whereby this divine work will be effec- 
ted, as particularly pointed out by this apoftle, Ihew the accom- 
plifhment of it in this world. Hence, he fpeaks of every thing 
relating to the unity of the body of Chrift, the perfecting of this 
work and the grand means to effe6fc it, as in this world. As in 
Ephef, 4.4, and onwards ; cc there is one body, and one fpirit, 
even as ye are called in one hope of your calling ; (which cannot 
mean the uncalled, unbelieving world) " one Lord, one faith, 
one baptifm, one God and Father of all, who is above ail, and 
in you all : but to every one of us is given grace according to 
the meafure of the gift of Chrift/' He is evidently fpeaking 
not of all the lapfed race, but of the church as formed into one 
body and fpirit in Chrift, in this world ; and as efFedted by gofpel 
faith and ordinances. For there is no "calling" by the gofpel, 
no profef&on " of faith," no cc baptifm" in the future world, 
whereby the finally impenitent may be brought into the church 
of God. And he is more particular in his description of gofpel 
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means which belong to Chrift's kingdom in this world, only, 
in the next verfes. cc Wherefore he faith, when he afcended tip 
on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men," v. 
8. and he tells us precifely what they are in the next verfes before 
transcribed, the gofpel miniftry and adminiftrations : and it is 
to be noted, they will continue till the whole work of the body 
of Chriit be compkated, cc till we all come in the unitv of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unu-. the mcafure of the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift." j 
The whole work will then becompleated; the connexion {hews, j 
the gofpel miniftry will continue till this be eflfefted ; but, by \ 
the piomife of Chrift they will continue only to the end of this 
world -, and it is conceeded by this author : and this confirms 
the conftrnction we have given of the difpenfation of the fulnefs 
of times. The miniftry,the difpenfation, and the fulnefs of time$ 
come to a period in the great day, when the whole work will 
have been compleated. I have one thing more to add, the great ■ 
ends to be anfwered in this all-important work of Chrift, as fpe- , 
cificd by the apoftle in thefe epiftles, clearly confirm the fame ; 
conclufion. It is that the exceeding riches of pod's grace might 
be manifeftcd in all rhe faved, by faith in Chrift -, and that they \ 
might be to the praiie and glory of his grape in this world, in ■ 
heaven and eternity : as Eph* 2. 7>8. and eyery where,--" It j 
is to the intent, that unto principalities and powers in heavenly 1 
places, might be known by the church (called, ingathered and 
fan£tified by faith in Chrift, and not the reiteration of all the 
lapfed race) the manifold wifdem of God," Eph. 3. io. As to 
the happy fubjefts themfelves, who are cordially reconciled to 
God and ingathered into Chrift their adorable head ; it is that j 
they may be " prefented holy, unblameable and unreproveable \ 
in his fight," Col. 1 .22. — In refpeft to Chrift the adorable Sa- . 
viour, it is " that he may prefent it" (thje illuftrious body of all j 
the reconciled, ingathered, redeemed & faved out of this woHd) 
" to himfelf a glorious church, without fpot and blemifh," as 
fpecified Eph. 5. 27. in and by whom he will be eternally ho- 
noured and glorified. Now we read of but one prefentation 
of the redeemed and faved of our world, and that is in the great 
judgment day ; " when Chrift fhall be glorified in all his faints, 
and admired in all that believe," 2 Thef. 1. io. It feems evi- 
k dent. 
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dent, this whole work of Chrift muft be compleated before that 
day, to anfwer all thefe grand intentions of it. How could we 
expedt, in thefe epiftles, a more full information of the comple- 
tion of this whole work of Chrift before the final fettlement of 
his kingdom, in the great day, than is contained in thefe coU 
lefted particulars taken all together, The conclufion we de- 
duce is, that thefe; texts taken in connexion with other illuftra- 
tingpaffages in thefe epiftles, produce a full anddecifivewitnefs 
not onlyagainft their conftruftion of them, but alfo againft their 
whole fcheme, refpefting the falvation of the finally difobedient. 
I ftiall briefly notice fome things faid upon thefe texts,which 
may further elucidate the fubject. " By heaven and earth," he 
underftands " the whole lower world, the earth and all men and 
things in it, and the heavens that environs it/' And he fays, 
the plain meaning of cc it has pleafed God to reconcile all things 
to himfelf, things in heaven and things in earth, is " that he has 
rechanged their ftate, brought them back to that they were ori- 
ginally in," p. 1 29. This is fo far from "obvious" that we fee 
it falfe in faft, and know it to be both a natural and moral im- 
poffibility ; as any man with a little unbiaffed refledtion may fee, 
Befides, reconciliation is never predicated upon material, inan- 
* imate things, nor the brutal creation. He infifts much that 
" reconciliation" intends c <all mankind univerfally are put into 
afalvable condition," p, 133,139, But this is not reconcilia- 
tion, as has been fhewn : nor can it prove, that all will be faved. 
For altho ' the way of falvation is open to all upon earth through 
faith in Chrift ; yet many live and die unbelievers, and unrecon- 
ciled enemies to God ; and will be condemned and fuffer the 
future punifhment. And to fpeak of thefe unreconciled, con- 
demned and executed enemies, as "reconciled," is contradi<5H- 
ous nonfenfe. Nor is it true in faft, that all that die in their 
fins are put into a falvable condition, -by the death of Chrift. 
The tenor of revelation teaches the contrary, as has been proved. 
And Paul decifively gives us his own meaning in the text, in 
the words which immediately folio w : " And you that were 
fometimes alienated, & enemies in your mind by wicked works, 
yet now hath he reconciled," Col. 1 . 2 1 . Paul evidently means 
by "reconciliation" fuch a change of ftate whereby tliofe who 
were befoxe epe«ii?s " ifl their minds" become cordial frienda 
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to God j fuch a change of temper in them, as fits them for the 
fervice and kingdom of God, and introduces them into a ftate 
of peace with him, through faith in Chrift. And this is 
invariably his fenfe upon this fubjeft, throughout his epiftles. 
But thefe finally condemned, executed enemies he tells us, will 
be reconciled by other means, in future difpenfations which will 
prove more efFe&ual," p. 139. It cannot be by faith, nor by 
the gofpel — it muft be then by another conftitution — another 
gofpel j and who dare to preach it, when Paul teaches us tho' 
it were an angel from heaven, let him be accurfed ?" Gal, 1 . 8. 
But what thefe means and difpenfations are — and how, or when, 
or where they will be recovered by them, no body knows, nor 
can tell a fyllable about them. It is the blind lead the blind 
in this dark way $ and no deiftical, yea atheiftical leap was ever 
more abfolutely in the dark. Could Paul pour fuch contempt 
upon the glorious gofpel, fo as fuperfede the neceffity, annul the 
energy, and counteraft the efficacy of it ; as to encourage the 
rebellious, they may fafely negleft the great falvation ; for future 
means and difpenfations yet more effedtual that await them, 
and which enfure, their efcape and recovery ? Could he do it in 
the face of fcores of as plain texts, as ever he wrote ? It is im- 
poflible, it is horridly evil. But what I defign chiefly to re- 
mark on, is his manner of making out his "miftery" of the fal- 
vation of all men, from thefe texts. He firft fuppofes, all the 
lapfed race are included in " the things in heaven and upon 
earth," who are to be reconciled, recovered and reduced to a 
regular, well fubordinated whole. Whereas, all that have died 
in their fins, all the difobedient fpirits in the infernal prifon ; 
all the configned to the future punifhment in the great day, are 
as abfolutely excluded, in the diftion of the texts, as the Ma- 
hometan creed, is. He then improves this, as a key to the 
after defcriptions of this miftery. Whereas, thefe after defcrip- 
tions are defigned illuftrations of that, and fo are in truth the 
true key of the conftru&ion of it. The free incorporation of 
believing jews and gentiles into the church ^nd body of Chrift, 
is fo evident, in feveral of the defcriptions of this miftery as can- 
not be denied : but he adds " the ultimate intention is, the re-r 
duftion or reftoration of the whole ;" whereas, it is clearly ex- 
cluded the texts, nor is there a fingle illuftrationln cither epif- 
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tie, that gives any countenance to it. In moft of thefe illuftra- 
ting texts, believers are fo pointed out, that he can argue with 
plaufibility, but from one or two of them, where they are yet 
manifeftly intended. His principal text is, Eph. 3. 6. " tnat 
the Gentiles fhould be fellow-heirs, and of the fame body, and 
partakers of his promife in Chrift, by the gofpel." He conftrues 
it, jews and gentiles, mankind univerfally, were fellow-heirs, fa 
united together as to make one and the fame body, and copar- 
tners in eternal life, which, in Jefus Chrift, is the great promife 
of the gofpel," p. 158. Believing jews and gentiles, are un- 
doubtedly intended here, as well as every where elfe, as fellow 
heirs of the promife in Chrift. ,, Paul could not intend the 
wicked that die in their fins ; for he tells usexprefsly "they have 
no inheritance in the kingdom of God." He could not mean 
thofe who died in their fins before the gofpel, nor thofe who 
rejedt the gofpel, nor his unreconciled final enemies, whom he 
expedts to be faved by other and more effeftual means and dif- 
penfations than the gofpel ; for it is exprefs in this text, " thefe 
jews and gentiles become fellow heirs, "by the gofpel." Thefe 
exceptions exclude no fmall part of mankind. Again, the i- 
dolatrous Gentiles muft be excluded, for Paul moft exprefsly 
* excludes them this fellow-heirfhip. In the 2d cha. v. 12. he 
defcribes them, as " without Chrift, being aliens from the com- 
monwealth of Ifrael, and ftrangers from the covenants of pro- 
mife, having no hope, and without God in the world." He 
could not in the compafs of fixteen ver&s, kt up fuch a ftaring 
contradidtion, as to fay, thefe excluded aliens, were all fellow- 
heirs of the gofpel promife of eternal life : nor could he intend 
the unbelieving jews whom he reprefents in the 9th, 10th and 
nth chapters to the Romans, as cut off by unbelief, and will 
remain cut off from joint heirfhip, till grafted in again, by faith* 
Again, Paul could not fo palpably contradift the apoftolic 
commiflion, as to teach this joint heirlhip, of all mankind : 
for by this commiflion, neither jew nor gentile could have heir- 
lhip and partnership in the privileges of the kingdom of God 
in this world, unlefs, they believed and were baptifed : nor be 
faved but by faith in Chrift. Again, this apoftle teaches us the 
inheritance is by promife, that the promife is to the believing 
feed, exclufively : that juftification, adoption and heirlhip to 
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the gofpel promifeSj are all by faith- rfe labours the fiibjedi 

in the four firft chapters to the Romans, and fecond and third 
to the Galatians. It is impofiible, that in contradiction to all 
this, he fhould here affert that all the unbelieving of mankind 
universally, are joint partners in the great promife of the gofpelj 
which he every where elfe appropriates to believers* Further, 
that which alone is fufficient to decide it j that he here intends 
believing Jews and gentiles as fellow heirs, is this ; that he is 
treating of this fubjeft, this miftery (and not of the reftoration of* 
all men) in both the foregoing chapters* We have {hewn it in 
the firft, and the fecond is in the fame ftrain, throughout. It is 
thofe " once dead in trefpaffes and fins, not/ quickened/' v. i. 
" quickened together with Chrift and faved by grace," v. $i 
" raifed up together and made to fit together in heavenly places 
in Chrift Jefus," v. 6. " faved by grace, through faith," not 
unbelievers, v. 8* who are God's workmanihip created inGhrift 
to good works, v* io. "who were in time paired gentiles" (not 
chriftians) and " at that time were aliens, ftrangers to the co- 
venants of promife, without God, Chrift,- and hope," y. 1 1,12. 
" but now in Chrift Jefus (being believing chriftians) are bro't 
nigh, by the blood of Chrift," v. 13* " for he is our peace," 
(meaning believing jews and gentiles) " to make in himfelf of 
twain, one new man, fo making peace, that he might reconcile 
both unto God in one body by the crofs," v. 14,15,16.,*^ 
" have both accefs by one fpirit unto the Father," as his child- 
ren, v. 18. "now therefore" (their itate being changed from 
idolatrous Gentiles into believing Chriftians) "they are no more 
ftrangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the faints, and 
of the houfhold of God," v. 1 9. " built upon the foundation of 
the apoftles and prophets, Jefus Chrift the chief corner-ftone," 
• " an habitation of God through the Spirit," v. 20*22.. which 
furely cannot agree to the infidel world.- Now, the apoftk is 
purfuing the fame fubjeft* in this third chapter, as, in the fore- 
going ones, illuftrating the miftery of the incorporation of be- 
lieving jews and gentiles into one body in Chrift. And un- 
doubtedly, it is thefe that are intended as "Fellow-heirs and of 
the fame body" in this difptited text. Faith and heirlhip to the 
promifes, are connefted together in the gofpel cenftitution, and 

fvery where in Paul's writings. Therefore to extend the great 
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promHe of the gofpel to all the unbelieving, ungodly world, is 
moft manifeflly to disjoin what God hath joined together* in a 
nutter of highefi importance'to the kingdom of God, and to the 
fouls of men. I might fubjoin to all this, the fuppofition of 
fuch a promife of joint heirfhlp and fellowfhip granted to all 
faints in heaven and earth, and to all the reprobate fons of wick - 
ednefs in earth and hell, is as irrational and mifchievous, as it is 
unfcriptural * Promifes and rewards beftowed purfuant to them, 
are wifely defigned to be the great fupports of government, to 
inforce fubjeftion and obedience : but a promife of that com- 
plexion could do no good, but is pregnant with infinite mifchiefs* 
To fet up the promife in oppofition to, and in fubverfion of the 
threatnings and ftatutes of dilherifon, to final enemies, is not to 
fupport, but to deftroy government. Such a promife, could be 
no mftrument of wife, holy, righteous and good government 
but deftfu&ion to it, Where is the inducement to faith, repen- 
tance> to be- good chriftians, dutiful to God and man ; if the 
great promife of the gofpel makes all the difobedient joint heirs 
of eternal life, with the faints of God ? What is it but defini- 
tion to the chara&er of the infinitely perfect being, by exhibit- 
ing him as having no regard to fin and holinefs, or to.charadters 
formed by the one or the other ; nor to the honour of his adora- 
ble majefty, authority, law, gofpel and government, in his grant 
of a promiscuous promife ofetefnal life to all his rebellious fub- 
je£ts, as copartners with the obedient ? a tenet as oppofite to 
the tenor of Paul's writings, and of all revelation, as any that 
can be named. The tempter taught man to rebel againft the 
term of life, appointed to him of God, with this encouragement, 
€€ for God dothknoW that ye fhall be as gods." But to carry 
the do&rine farther, that all men univerfally, who rebel againft 
the gofpel terms of life and mercy in this ftate, " are fellow 
heirs and copartners of eternal life, by the great promife of the 
gofpel/' feems the fummit of infatuation. Another text is, 
Paul's commiflion, cc and to make all men fee, what is u the 
fellowfhip " of the miftery, which from the beginning of the 
world, hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jefua 
Chrift," y. 9th. The reafons already given evince "the fellow- 
fhip of the miftery" in this text, means, cc the joint heirfhip, 
and fellowfhip of believing jews and gentiles in the church of 



( aio ) 

God and body of Chrift :" and this is further confirmed by thft 
text immediately following : " to the intent that c *now" unto 
principalities and powers in heavenly places i might be known 
"by the church" the manifold wifdom of God." The church 
of thefe colle&ed believers muft be here intended, by which* 
thefe principalities, &c. fhould now fee, the manifold wifdom 
of God, for he had fpoken of none other; and therefore 
this is certainly the fellowfhip of the miftery in the foregoing 
verfe. According to this author, " Paul was to make all men, 
the whole world of men" to fee " their fellowfhip," as fellow- 
heirs, one miftical body, and partners in common of eternal life, 
the great thing promifed, in the gofpel, p. 158,9. But Paul 
could not in his ienfe,make all men fee this miftery, by preach- 
ing to the gentiles, in his day : he could not make all the mil- 
lions who died before he was born, nor all the millions then 
living, to whom he never preached, "to fee it." Why 
doth he artnex the pronoun "their" fellowfhip to this all men ? 
it is not inferted in the text, nor within the meaning of the 
apoftle. He certainly did not intend this miftery of iniquity : 
for in his key text all things in heaven and earth, all in hell are 
abfolutely excluded. Nor is there a word or a hint of their re- 
ftoration, in all his illuftrations of this miftery ; but they are 
limited to believing jews and gentiles, as fellow-heirs in the 
fame body of Chrift, of the promifed falvation of the gofpel ; 
as "faved by grace" and "laved" by faith "in Chrift." "Now, 
in the gofpel difpenfation, is made known to angels the mani- 
fold wifdom of God by the church," but furely they cannot now 
by the gofpel and church (the medium of their knowledge) fee 
it, in the reftoration of all«final enemies (not in the gofpel way, 
nor by gofpel means) but in figure difpenfations of more effec- 
tual means, of which they are ignorant, and nobody knows any 
thing about. Paul was to teach the miftery he knew, and whicn 
was now manifeft to the faints, Col. 1 . 26. and to make others 
"fee it," as he underftood it. But it is conceeded in their fa- 
mous note, that Paul did not underftand this doftrine of the 
recoyery of all final enemies ; and confequently he never meant 
it here, or any where elfe. To impute a dodtrine and conftruc- 
tion to any writer as defigned by him, which we are apprifed, 
fcas not his intention^ feems unjuft : but to impute it to an in- 
™* fpired 
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fpired teacher fror. I, is horrki. — Paul was to make all forts 
and nations of mentlhee, the joint partnerfhip of believers of 
all nations, in the church and kingdom of God, and their joint 
heirfhip of eternal life, by gofpel promife c< he that believeth 
ftiall be fayed," to induce the unbelieving to become believers, 
that they might be happy copartners with them, and to fupport 
and animate believers in their chriftian courfe. This is the wife, 
benevolent, pra&ical inftru&iQji defigned to be conveyed : 
and it is believer? only of all nations, that will fee & find their 
joint fellowship herein : the unbelieving of all nations will fee 
it only, as they will fee Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob and all the 
prophets in the kingdom of God, and they themfelves caft out. 
He fays, this joint partnerfhip of all men, is ftrongly fuggefted 
in thofe words, cc who created all things by Jefus Chrift," and 
argiies it p. 1 5 9, 1 60, How doth this prove, Chrift will fave all 
the wicked, and not condemn them to everlafting punifhment, 
?s he hath affured us he will ? He argues u if God created all 
pien by Chrift, we may eafily collect how he comes to be their 
common Father, Mai, 11. 10. and if their Father, how they 
^re his children ; and if they are children, how fit and reafona- 
bleitis that they Ihould be fellow-heirs to, and joint partners 
in, that happy ftate which he hath purpofed fhould take place, 
when he has gathered all things into one* under the agency of 
that fame Jefus Chrift, by whom he created them all. This ar- 
gument concludes as ftrongly for the joint partnerfhip of the 
devil and his angels, as for mankind ; for they were all created 
by Chrift, < c and without hun was not any thing made which is 
made." To argue, from the foot of creation, to what is wife 
and reasonable in the difpenfation and final retribution of an 
infinitely wife, righteous and good government ; and fo, from 
the relation of creatures as fuch, to creatures in rebellion, to in- 
duce one and the fame conclusion, appears fo extremely loofe 
as to carry no convi&ion in it. If the ratio of heirfhip, and of 
joint partnerfhip in eternal life, in fa6k,be grounded on the con- 
ftituted relation of creatures, in creation j then wife, rational, 
good moral government, a ftate of probation, and characters 
formed in it for retribution, and all regard to them, are abfo- 
lutely excluded ; and no rebellion can poffibly defeat the inde- 
feafifrle inheritance, on this, ground* For the natural relation 
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of creatures to their Creator, mvlt eternally remain the fame ; be 
their chara&ers as they may, they are creatures ftilL But thefc 
great excluded dodtrines, are fo interwoven throughout rcvela-* 
tion, that we may as; well give up the whole, as exclude them. 
— Again, this fnppofed reafbnablenefs of joint partnerfliip, on 
the ground of creation, excludes the gofpel conftitution out of 
view. Al J regard to the terms of life and death in it, are plainly 
excluded in fuch a joint partnerfhip. Did Paul, that affbclio^ 
nate lover, preacher and aefender of the gofpel conftitution, in- 
tend in this paffage, fo to exclude it out of view, and out of the 
world ? Befides, this grounded heirfhip, fuppofe$ mankind a 
race of unoffending creatures ; whereas, the truth of fa<5t is, the 
gofpel is a difpenfatjon of fovereign grace and mercy to finful 
man, " to finners 1 ungodly, and enemies j which cuts of aU 
hope " pf heirfhip" on the ground of creation : it opens the way 
of. a moft happy change from enemies, to become the reconcile^ 
friends, adopted children and heirs of God, The terms of heir- 
ship, life and death are fitfed in it, and a compliance with them, 
inforced by the moft exceeding great and precious promifes, 
and terrible threatnings, conceivable by us ; and with this view, 
the prprpifes are aU made, not to men as men, but to thofe of a 
diftinguifhing chara&er, formed in this ftate, Now, if heirfhip 
be grounded on the natural relation of creatures, this whole 
fcheme of adoption is (tt afide - y and the grand intention of the 
promifes, to inforce the reqyiifitions of golpel duty, ^nd that the 
heirs be partakers of a divine nature, is fuperfeded and deftroy- 
ed. \n ftne, Paul is very exprefs, in pointing out the gofpel 
method of adoption, of heirfhip and joint fellowship, in eternal 
life. ' c For ye are air' (whether jews or gentiles) "the children 
of God, by faith in Chrift Jefus," Gal. 3. 26. Our Lord gave 
the charter of it, Joh. 1 . 1 2. tc But to as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the fons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name." And "the many that will 
be brought to glory" are all " the fons of God" in this world, 
by regeneration, faith, adoption and divine invitation; as is 
evident from thefe texts compared : John 3. 5. Heb. 2. 10. 
Rom. 8.17. and Mat. 5. 45 & 48. their miftery is plainly an 
antifcriptural, deluding fancy. 

The next produced text is, 1 Tim. 2. 4. " Who will have 
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all men to be faved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth." Upon which he argues, " if God is fincerely willing 
and defirous that all men fhould be faved, they certainly fhall 
be faved." He might as well argue, that all men do and (hall 
come to the knowledge of the truth, and be fan&ified by it ; 
which is equally the objeft of the divine will in the text, and 
Mr. White allows to be neceflary to their falvation : but it is a 
certain faft, all men do not come to a fanftifying knowledge of 
the truth in this ftate ; and as certain from the words of Chrift, 
that the wicked will be excluded his kingdom and the means 
of it in the future world ; and therefore, their falvation cannot 
be argued from, but is rather difproved, by the declaration in 
this text. The plain meaning appears to be this, viz. tc It is 
the will and good pleafure of God, that all men without dift- 
in&ion be faved, who comply with the terms of the gofpel pro- 
clamation and conftitution $. and tbHhis end he wills all forts 
and nations of men to come to the knowledge of the truth, that 
they m^y believe, repent and be faved. This conftru&ion 
feems moft obvious, and is beft fitted for the good of men in a 
ftate pf probation, and to anfwer all the wife, great and good 
intentions of the divine government defigned in it. This is a 
dpdtrine written as in capitals in the face of the gofpel procla- 
mation & conftitution : that was the burthen of Paul's preach- 
ing ; that runs through all his epiftles, and he gives it to us 
more full and exprefs in a parallel paffage,Rom. 10. 1 1,1 2,13, 
14, 1 c, 17, " For the fcripture faith, whofoever believeth on 
him mall not be afhamed. For there is no difference between 
the jew and the greek : for the fame Lord over all, i$ rich unto 
all that call upon him. For whofoever fhall call on the name 
of the Lord, fhall be faved. How then fhall they call on him 
in whom they have not believed ? and how fhall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard ? and how fhall they hear 
wjthout a preacher ? and how fhall they preach except they be 
fent." — " So then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the wordofGod ;" and falvation by faith. ThatPaul intends, 
it is the will of God that all forts of men without diftinttion be 
faved, in the way of the gofpel conftitution, feems evident by 
his adding, <c and come to the knowledge of the truth" (i.e.) 
that they might be fanftificd by faith in Chrift, and faved in 
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the way of this divine conftitution. This claufe has no force, 
as applied to the fuppofed falvationof the wicked, in the future 
world : for if they are to be faved in future difpenfations, and 
by means more efft*5hial than the gofpel, (heaven forgive the . 
blafphemy ) their coming to the knowledge of the truth under 
this difpenfation, hath no fort of connexion, with that extra mode 
of falvation. Paul could not intend it. In a word, the whole 
context is taken up with chriftian duty in the prefent ftate, with- 
out the mod diftant hint of future means, difpenfations, or a 
poffibility of falvation to any that perifh. And therefore there 
is not a ihadow of evidence of their do&rine in the text and con- 
text. To return to this author : he fays, p. 163. < c It is ob- 
je&ed, the apoftle is here fpeakingof all ranks and fort$of men, 
and not of all individuals." To remove which he introduces 
the whole paragraph. <c I exhort therefore, that firft of all, Ap- 
plications, prayers, interceflions, and giving of thanks be made 
for all men ; for kings, and for all in authority : that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlinefs and honefty : 
for this is good and acceptable in the fight of God our Saviour; 
who will have all men to be faved, and to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and men, the man Chrift Jefus ; who gave him- 
felf a ranfom for all, to be teftified in due time." He fays, it 
is paft difpute all men individually are here defigned, for two 
reafons : 1 . " God's willingnefs that all men fhould be faved* 
is brought in as an argument to enforce the duty of praying for 
all men:" " confequently, we muft underftand,by all men, the 
fame perfons in the motive, that are intended in the duty." 
And then affumes, " Now, all men univerfally are the objeft 
of the duty here enjoined. It is for all men without exception 
we are exhorted to pray : and therefore thefe all men, he wills 
to be faved." We deny his afiumption and conference both, 
we are not to pray for all men without exception, in his fenfe ; 
nor doth the apoftle mean this j but we are limited to men,who 
are fubje&s.of mercy, and under a difpenfation of mercy. St. 
John gives us one exception, exprefsly, "thofe that fin, the fin 
unto death, 1 Joh. 5.16. The proteftant world give us ano- 
ther, very juft and great exception, not to pray for the dead. 
This exception, includes many millions of mankind, who have 
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died from the beginning of the world, to this day. We have 
no duty to this numerous all men, that have been before us, of 
prayer or any thing elfe. Thofe that have died in their fins* 
cannot be faved in the day of the Lord ; for cc their reiurrecHon 
will be to damnation." Which fhuts the door of prayer and 
hope. Nor do our opponents pray for the "all. men" that pe- 
rifhed in the flood— in Sodom and Ghomorrha— the Ifraehtes 
thatperifhed in the wildernefs--- the old Babylonians and others 
who perifhed in wrath. Should they publickly pray for thefe 
"all men," it is prefumed, no congregation of judicious chrift- 
ians would hear them, a fecond time. Theirown conduft then 
condemns their conftruftion, and confutes their conclufion. 
Take the illuftrating inftance given .us in this paragraph ; we 
are certainly to pray for our prefent, living rulers, only. Wc 
ore not to pray for all the wicked kings, governors and rulers 
which have been before us, for cruel Pharoahs, blood-thirfty 
Herods, Neroes,&c, " that we might live peaceable and godly 
lives un3er them :" nor are "we to give thanks" for thefe "all 
men :" no, they yrere curies to the world, while they lived— 
it was a mercy to mankind when they were taken away ; and 
we have nothing to do with them. So that his aflumption and 
conclufion both fail him, in his way of arguing. To fettle the 
term "all men" yet more clearly, it may not be improper to 
note> we have many other duties to "all men" befides praying 
for them ; but in no inftance is it to be taken in the univerfal 
fenfe, they would fix upon it. Thus, we are required, " to pro- 
vide things honeft in the fight of "all men," and "to live peace- 
ably with "all men," § " to do good to all men, efpecially to 
the houfhold of faith ;" t " to let our moderation be known to 
all men j" | " to be patient to all men, and follow that which 
is good to all men ;" * " to be gentle to all men ;" f " to fhew 
mceknefs to all men $"|||| " to follow peace with all men j"ff 
and " to honour all men."^ • "All men" in thefe texts, can't 
poffibly mean all mivtkind, from the beginning to the end of 
the world . Such a conftrudtion would be the groffeft abfurdity, 
becaufe the whole fcheme of chriftian duties to all men, in that 
way, would be naturally impoflible to be performed. The pre- 
cipe 
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cife meaning is, f f all men " without diftin&ion or exception* 
with whom we are converfant. This muft be our chriftian de- 
portment towards them, whether they be good or evil, whether 
jew or greek, chriftian or infidel. Now, in a fimilar limited 
fenle, is this duty of prayer ; it is for all men living under the 
prefent difpenfation of mercy ; and for pofterity. Nor, will it 
follow from our duty to pray for all men, that all fhall be faved, 
The pialmift prayed for his enemies ; it availed not for them, 
but returned into his own bofom. But a decifive argument a- 
gainft the falvation of all men may be formed on this ground* 
Thus, our Saviour never prayed for thofe who die in their fins, 
nor for final unbelievers ; nor hath taught us to pray for them : 
therefore they are not the fubje£ts of mercy, nor obje&s of 
prayer and hope ; if they were, they would be prayed for ; and 
confequently, they will never be faved. A 2d reafon given, 
why God defires the falvation of all men is, becaufe <c there is 
one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the man 
Chrift Jefus." Now, it is faid, this is a reafon that extends to all 
men equally, and without exception." Can this be the. reafon 
why God wills the falvation of men, when his will and purpofe 
to fave men, in nature, preceeds the providing a Modiator ? 
Can the effedt be before the caufe, and the ground and reafon 
of it ? God has opened a way of falvation for all forts and na- 
tions of men, upon the fame terms. All who comply with them, 
without diftindtion, fhall be faved. He wills that all forts and 
nations of men be taught and prayed for, that they may come 
to the knowledge and obedience of the truth, that they may be 
faved. The meaning is exceedingly obvious : he fays, the juft 
and full fenfe, may be collefted from Rom. 3. 29,30. cc Is he 
a God of the jews, only ? Is he not of the gentiles alfo ? yes, of 
the gentiles alfo $ fince it is one God that juftifieth the circum- 
cifion by faith, and the uncircumcifion through faith." He 
fays, " in like manner we may argue here, Is he the God of a 
fmall portion of mankind only ? is he not the God and Father 
of all men ? furely he is \ and equally willing to juftify them all 
through " the faith of the gofpel." What then ? the apoftle's 
ftating, and his own arguing, leaves all final unbelievers to pe- 
rifh, notwithftanding God's willingnefs to fave all believers 
§£ every nation, without diftinttion or exception. It 4? dircftly 
1 ed 



&gainft his defigned conclufion that unbelievers fhould be lav- 
ed alfo. His own arguing limits it to fc faith in the gofpel." 
How doth this prove they can be faved without faith, and with- 
out the gofpel* in future difpenfations of more effedtual means ? 
he can't find a fingle text of the apoftles, but will leave their 
whole fcheme of future falvation, abfolutely excluded, juft as 
it doth here. The other branch of the reafon is, there is one 
Mediator between God and men, the man Chrift Jefus, "equally 
extends to all men." That is, he equally mediates for jew and 
gentile, all forts of men, that whofoever believes in him fhall 
be faved. But this notwithftanding, "whofoever believeth not 
fhall be damned/' He fays thofe words, <c who gave himfelf a 
ranfom for all, to be teftified in due time/' exceedingly favours 
his interpretation of v. 4th; So far from it, that it abfolutely 
Confutes it, if we make the defign for which it was provided 
and given* and the gofpel cohftitution founded on it, the key 
bf conftru&iori to afcertain the meaning of it. For it was pro- 
vided and ffiven of the Father, cc that whofoever believeth on 
him fltould Hot perifn, but have everlafting life, ' Joh; 3. 16. 
and Chrift himfelf gave the ranfom for all, to fanftify and purify- 
to himfelf, a peculiar people out of all the nations of the earth," 
as Tit. 2. 14. and Rev;7. 9,10. and by the gofpel conftitution 
founded on it; cc Faith in Chrift always wals* now is* and always 
will be the only way of life, for finful man." Now* by this 
key of conftru&iori, it is evident, " God wills the falvation of 
all men " in the way of this divine conititution, only,— and 
cc Chrift gave the ranfom for all," to purchafe and fecure final 
falvation to all the believing and fan6tified of all nations with- 
out diftin&i'on or exception; But unbelievers will be excluded 
the final reft of the people of God— the death of Chrift will 
profit them nothing, who make it vain— and to thofe who re- 
ject this ranfom " there remains no more facnfice for fin;" Nor 
can the defire and will of God, and the defign of Chrift be frus- 
trated, as is ftrangely imagined : for, as it is taught in the above 
texts, and throughout revelation, it will be accompliihed in the 
falvation of all believers throughout all nations and generations i 
And the defign, great glory and efficacy of this ranfom, will be 
iUuftrioufly attefted to all forts of men, of all nations, in the in- 
gathcring.of the fullnefs of thejews & gentiles, to be ingraffed 
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fin and wickednefs in all whom he faves ; confequently all who 
go on impenitently in the fervice of fin and fatan, cannot be fa- 
ved. And v. 4. cc who was manifefted to take away our fins ; 
the fins of all who believe in him ; and he certainly will do it." 
Joh. 1 . 29. " Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 
fins of the world." He fo takes away the fin of the world, that 
all men without diftin&ion or exception! who believe in him, 
lhall have the power and guilt of their fins taken away. The 
name Jefus is given to him, Mat. 1 . 2 1 . < c becaufe he fhall fave 
his people from their fins/' Confequently, his enemies who will 
not have him to rule over them, are not his people, and will not 
be faved by him : for all his willing people whom he faves with 
eternal falvation, he faves from their fins in this world, anfwer- 
able to the grand intention of his office as a Saviour, and of his 
million into the world. Thefe texts, taken in their true fenfe 
and connexion, in the gofpel conftitution,are fo far from teach- 
ing the falvation of all men, that they ftrongly infer the con- 
trary. Neither is there a fhadow of evidence in them, that it 
was the defign of Chrift's manifeftation, to deftroy fin univer- 
fally in all men ; but only, in them who become his willing 
people, and are faved in this inftituted way : as is illuftrated in 
truth and fa£t, throughout his. difpenfation, 

His firft main proof of his prcpofition is, Pfal. 8. 5,6. as 
explained and argued from Heb. 1 1 . 6—9. " Thou madeft him 
a little lower than the angels ; thou crov/iiedft him with glory 
and honour, and didfl fet him over the work of thy hands : 
thou hail put all things in fubjeftion under his feec." Thefe 
words he fays are applied, cc tending to prove the fuperiority 
of Chriftovcr the angels." (Butthis is a wrong key toconftru6t 
the paflage by,fo as to comport with the principal defign of it.) 
For having faid, v. 5th, " unto the angels hath he not put in 
fubjeftion thev/orld to come :" he then introduces this pafiTage," 
and having mentioned thofe words " thou haft put all things in 
fubjeftion under his feet," he goes on and argues as 8th and 
9th verfes, " for in that he put all in fubjeftion under him, he 
left nothing that is not put under him. But new we fee not 
yet all things put under him : but we fee Jefus, who was 
made a little lower than the angels, for the fuffering of death, 
crowned with glory and " honour^ that he by the grace of 

God 



( 221 ) 

God mould tafte death for every man." He fays, the word 
?c all things" muft be taken in the greateft latitude, (God 
only excepted) and argues, " if nothing be left unfubjedted 
by him, then the time muft come when fin will be fubjec- 
ted to him. Now fin can be fubjedted in no way, he tells 
us, but by effe&ing fuch a change in finners as to make 
them Chrift's willing and obedient people," p. 179. But this 
is faid without proo£ that it may not be fubjefted another way, 
in the fenfe of this text. He further argues, " if all things with- 
out exception (hall be fubjefted to Chrift 3 then the time muft 
come, when there fhall be no rebels among the fons of Adam, 
no enemies againft the moral government of God." And he 
might as well have applied it to the devil and his angels, for 
they are all fubjefted to Chrift, as well as final enemies of man- 
kind, and in the fame fenfe. "For, he fays, there is no way of 
reducing rebels, fo as to deftroy their chara&er as fuch, but by 
making them willing fubje&s," p. 183. But where doth he 
find that the charadter of final enemies will ever be deftroy ed ? 
the text fays nothing of it, nor is there a hint of it, in all reve- 
lation. Why may not rebels againft God be reduced, in the 
way of governmental judicial fubjeftion, without their charac- 
ters being deftroyed ? It is a known fa£t all over the world, 
that rebels and enemies are reduced and fubje&ed to the con- 
troul and honour of authority, law and government, among 
men, when cut off hy the hand of public juftice. And in many 
retributive providences, God hath thus reduced and fubjefted 
them, by his more immediate hand. He concludes, if any 
fufpeft he lays too great ftrefs upon the word cc all things," he 
trufts they will acquit him and lay the blame upon the apoftle, 
cc for he is fure, the argument concludes thus much, if it con- 
cludes any thing at all." I moft heartily acquit the apoftle, for 
I cannot perceive he has given any occafion or countenance to 
fuch extravagant reafoning. And if we can reftify his miftaken 
key, and wrong fenfe of the word "fubjection" perhaps every 
one will fee where the blame ought to lay. The true key is 
found in the foregoing verfes of the context : " Therefore we 
ought to give the more earneft heed to the things which we have 
heard, left at any time we fhould let them flip. For if the word 
ipoken by angels was ftedfaft, arid every tranfgreffion and dif- 
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obedience received aiufl: recompence of reward j how fhall we 
efcape if we negleft lb great falvation, which at the firft began 
to be fpokcn by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them 
that heard him; God alfo bearing themwitnefs, both with figns 
and wonders, and with diverfe miracles, and gifts of the Holy. 
Ghoft, according to his own will," v. 1,2,3,4. then he intro- 
duces the paragraph in difpute, in an argumentative way and 
connexion, to inforce the foregoing admonition and warning 
"of the impoflibility of an efcape, to the negleftors of this great 
falvation." cc For unto the angels he hath not put in fubje&ion 
the world to come, whereof we fpeak 5" v. 5. for if it was fo, 
men might imagine an efcape poflible -, but all poflibility of it 
is excluded—for the world to come, as well as this world and 
all things in them, are put in fubjedtion, into the abfolute dif- 
pofal of the adorable Jefus, in the throne of God j to this very 
end, that all things fhould now be regulated and governed by 
him, and all moral created beings in both worlds fhould be fub- 
je&ed by his righteous fentence in a date of final retribution, 
for eternity : and the fentence to the righteous and wicked of 
mankind will be according to the conftitution of this gofpeJ»fi> 
glorioufly introduced, and attefted by God. How then can 
final negleftors of this falvation efcape ? this univerfal fubjec- 
tion, we are taught by prophetic inspiration in the text cited. 
Neither is it any objeftion, or encouragement to the difobedi- 
ent, that we do not now fee all things fo fubjefted to him and 
by him ; fince we fee that which is a certain proof of it. For we 
fee Jefus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the 
fuffering of death, now in his ftate of exaltation " crowned with 
glory and honour" inverted with the unlimited power of domir 
nion and judgment over both worlds ; to fave his people, fub- 
due his enemies, and regulate and ripen all things for the final 
fettlement of the kingdom of God and all its concerns according 
to this gofpel. And he is now executing the office of a Saviour, 
fanftifying and faving his peoplefrom their fins, bringing many 
even all that are the Tons of God in this world, to glory, as v. 
10th. And when he hath compleated this glorious work, he 
will execute the office of judge, and put down all enemies under 
his feet by fentence and execution : whence it will be impoffi- 
bkj the negleftors of fo great falvation can efcape. This I 
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conceive to be the thing intended, by the apoftlc. The word 
here ufed to "fubjedt," is the fame the apoftle ufes, Rom. 8.20. 
where this author fays, afubjedtion, by judicial fentence, is in- 
tended. Here, in this paffage, as it refers to final enemies, it 
rfiuft undoubtedly intend a governmental, judicial fubjedtion 
by fentence and execution. For as the connexion ihews us, it 
is defigned, to inforce the warning that impenitent negledtors 
cannot efcape, it cannot have any force to his purpofe, in any 
other fenfe : and it muft certainly be taken in that fenfe, which 
will comport with his defign, and not in that which will not. 
His argumentation is clear and ftrong, in our conftrudtion. If 
die word, of the conftitution introduced by angels was fo fled- 
fail, that the difobedient could not efcape — furely, the finally 
difobedient to the gofpel conftitution cannot efcape— inafmuch 
as it was fo much more glorioufly introduced by the Lord him- 
felf, and fo extraordinarily attefted by God : and efpecially, 
fince the fame Lord who introduced it, and whofe honour is in- 
finitely concerned in the fupport of it, is now crowned with 
glory and honour, with unlimited power of dominion and judg- 
ment, for this grand purpofe of fubjedting the whole moral 
creation in a righteous ftate of final retribution, for eternity, in 
the world to come : and he will certainly adjudge the righte- 
ous to everlafting life, and the wicked to everlafting punifh- 
ment, according to the word and conftitution of this gofpel. 
No arrangement of argument can conclude and confirm the 
impoffibility of their efcape, with ftronger force ; and no argu- 
ment more alarming, to inforce the admonition and warning. 
Let us now fee the force of this other conftrudtion. To the a- 
larming queftion, how /hall we efcape, if we negleft fo great 
[alvation ? The anfwer it feems, is very eafy— the time mull 
come, when fin will be fubjedted, when the fecond death fhall 
be deftroyed, and when their charadters as rebels fhall be de- 
llroyed, by their becoming a willing and obedient people, and 
then thejr.jhall all univerfally efcape. And the argument of the 
anoftle proves all this, if it proves any thing at all. This con- 
ttru&ion, is a diredt fubverfion of the apoftle's defign : it ab- 
folutely deftroys his argument, as addrefled to inforce the fore- 
going admonition and warning, which it renders illufive and 
vain : and it renders the argumentation, in its connextaamtk 
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the foregoing verfes, palpably abfurd, by fuch a total deftruc- 
tion of the intention, for which it is introduced. The chief 
thing in fupport of it is this, he fays, ce in truth this is the only 
fub ; ,e£tion, it can reafonably befuppofed he fliould be advanced 
to regal dignity and power, at God's'right hand in heaven, that 
he might accomplilh. Sinful men were abfolutely before in 
fubje&ion to the kingdom of God's power, as being unable to 
make the leaft refiftance to any of its difplays, however fatal 
they might be in their tendency. There was no need therefore 
of Chrift s exaltation in order to force finful men to fuch a fub- 
jection as this," p» 1 8 1 ,2. In reply; I would fay, the truth is* 
that God's moral kingdom and government of the moral world, 
is very different from that of power, exercifed over the material 
and unintelligent part of the creation. This moral kingdom 
is adminiftred by way of wife, righteous conftitution,laws and 
inftitutions, and followed with final retribution; The obedi- 
ence of the fubje&s of it, is inforced by fuitable rewards and 
punifhments : and thefe to be rendered to all according to cha- 
ra&er and deferts, in the appointed time of the fettlement of 
this kingdom, for eternity* Now, the adminiftration of this 
kingdom, of all the concerns, and over all the fubje6ts of it, in 
this world and world to come, is put into the hands of Chrift : 
all things in this kingdom are put in fubje&ion tinder his feet, 
by an authoritative appointment ; to regulate, govern and fi- 
nally fettle it, and the ftates of all its fubje&s according to cha- 
racter and defert ; when fin and finners will be defervedly pun- 
ifhed j obedience and the obedient will be rewarded according 
topromife ; all the friends of God will be exalted to everlafting 
hpnour and happinefs ; but all his enemies will be put down? 
"fubje&ed," in eternal difgrace and mifery : then will all thing? 
in truth andfaft, in this governmental, retributive manner, be 
put in fubjeftion to him, in the genuine fenfe intended, in this 
difputed paffage* And how fhall Chrift execute this infinitely 
important truft, in fuch an arrangement and regulation of all 
things, in his prefent adminiftration, and in the final fettlement 
of this kingdom, as to illuftrate all the excellencies, and anfwer 
all the intentions of an infinitely perfeft government ; but in a 
ftate of exaltation at the right hand of God, inverted with un- 
limited power of dominion and judgment ? The fimple ftating 
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bf the genuine fcripture doftrine in the outlines of it, is fufEci- 
tnt to cleat" the fubjeft of the obje&ion, and fuch kind of em- 
barraffihg feafonings; His next text is Phil. 2. 9,-10, nth 
verfes* " Wherefore, God alfo hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name : that at the 
name of Jefus every knee fhould bow, of things in hfeaven, and 
things ih earth* and things under the earth ; and that every 
tongue fhould confefs that Jefus Chrift is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father/' He argues here as from the foregoing 
text, for a pious fubje&ion* bowing and confeflibn, in all. He 
lays, that this exaltation is, the reward of thrift's humiliation 
and death---and it is to univerfal dominion; Granted; And 
u it is that he might reduce all things univerfally under fub- 
jeftioni to the moral kingdom of God $ which is now under his 
adminiftration." This he judges the text teacheth; Wc can- 
not admit it in hifc fenfe, but as we have befofe explained it* 
and obviated his conftruftionjthat little needs to be here added* 
The truth is, he is exalted to fiipreme* unlimited dominion, to 
govern all things in infinite Wifdom^ gtiodrtefs and re&itude, 
during the probation of his moral fubjefts j to reduce to him- 
felf and fave a willing people* in completion of the defign of 
his death ; to controiil the defigns of all his enemies -, to fub- 
ferve the alUimportant defigrtsof an infinitely perfeft govern- 
ment ; and finally to fettle it in governmental order, in higheft 
perfection and glory, ih a ftate of final retribution to all his 
lubjeds* according to their ehara&ers formed in this ftatfe of 
trial : then all the pious will bow the knee,* in pious, thankful 
acknowledgements ; and then all his enemies will be cenftrain- 
ed to bow to his authority, and by the force of aft irrefiftible 
convi&ion to confefs it is rightful^ andhis fentenceis righteous, 
to did honour of Chrift the Judge $ and to the glory of the Fa- 
ther that appointed him. This conftriidtion only naturally 
and forcibly. introduces, the praftical iriftruf&ion and admoni- 
tion which immediately follows — u Wherefore work out your 
own falvation with fear and trembling," v. 1 2th. He objefts, 
cc there is no moral worth in fuch a forced fubje&ion," p. 1 90. 
The apoftle fays nothing of it, in that view. It will iiiuftrate 
the glory of the divine moral charafter and government, and be 
an everlafting fupport of the divine authority ; to the glory of 
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Chrift and the Father : the end is anfwered. He argues, " (o 
far as Chrift is now in the execution of this power, it is the 
truth of* f aft, he is endeavouring to reduce mankind under o- 
bedience, as faithful fubjefts in the kingdom of God/' This 
is a partial ftating of the fact . It is true, he is executing a 
glorious work of (living mercy to finful men in this world i 
in the completion of which an innumerable' multitude out of all 
nations will be laved from the fervitude of fin and fatan, be 
made his willing people, and will be eternally happy in and with 
the Lord. But this is not his whole work and defign : he is 
now, in this world executing a work of vengeance upon his 
irreconcilable enemies : as is exemplified in the unparalleled 
dcftrutlion executed upon the infidel jews : and alio in his pour- 
ing out the viols of his wrath, upon his wickvd enemies in the 
feveral a^cs of the world, as fet forth in the revelations of St. 
John. In both ways, he is now illuftrating the wifdom, power, 




fefiion is not to be compared with that of the pious : and that 
this reward bellowed upon Chrift will be great or fmall accor- 
ding to the fenfe in which we nnderftand this fubmiffion. If 
the whole race be reduced in a future (late, more glory will re- 
dound to Chrift and to the Father, and more good to men ; and 
therefore his, is the mod rational and glorious fcheme. This is 
the purport of his.reafoning upon this text and elfewhere. To 
which I would reply : It is certain cc tho' llrael be not gathered, 
Chrift will be glorious in the eves of the Lord," and in the eves 
of angels, and will be eternally admired in all that believe. — 
The fcripture no where represents, the whole race of men as to 
be recovered and given to Chrift as his reward ; but the con- 
trary is held forth in many texts. " He gave his life a ranfom 
for many/' cc and he fhall juftify many," — " bring many fons 
of God to glory/* 'Tis not the whole world, but them that are 
given him out of the world cc that are given of the Father, and 
all come to him,'* "believe inhim," <f that are called, according 
to his purpofe— called, jullified here, and glorified hereafter -" 
Mid he is c c the. author of eternal fid vation toali who obey him," 
xid "will be admired and glorified in all who believe." This 

is 
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is the conftant doCtrine of revelation. It is true, the greater the \ 
number that is fanttified and faved out of this world, the great- 
er will be that part of (Thrift's reward. But this reaibning can 
apply only to the recovered by his grace under the prefent dil- 
pehfationof his kingdom : and it may \?ell be a ftimulus to the 
mod wife, wining, vigorous exertions to pluck finners as brands 
out of the burning 3 and in exciting them to faith, repentance, 
and gofpel holinefs, that they may be the ianCtified "jewels" of 
the Lord, and "a diadem" of glory in the hand of our God, 
But the fcheme of the future reftoration of the impenitent, hath 
no good in it to mankind ; it tends only to blind and harden 
men to ruin, under a deluding expectation of more effectual 
means : and is full of difhonour to the Father and Son, as hath 
already, and will be further lhewn. At belt, this is but a par- 
tial ftating of the glorious reward of ChriiVs exaltation. The 
innumerable miriads of the redeemed by his blood, and faved 
by his power and grace, againft the power of all enemies inter- 
- nal and external, of earth and hell, in whom he will be glorified . 
in the great day, will be an eminent part of his glorious reward. 
But it is not the whole. The glorious power and excrcife of his 
prefent fupreme dominion, displaying his unbounded perfecti- 
ons, in the allwife government of all things— the adorations^ 
fubjeCtion and ready obedience of all angels, principalities and 
powers to him, as his miniftring fpirits, together with the high 
honour of regulating and fettling all the infinite concernments 
of God's kingdom, in higheft perfection and glory for eternity 
in the great day ; are eminent parts of the reward of his humi- 
liation and death : nor, is it in the power of all his enemies to 
exclude him his full reward ; for they are all put into his hand 
and power : and it is his prerogative glory and an eminent part 
of his reward, to controuland defeat all their defigns, and put 
them all in a governmental judicial fubjeCtion, under his feet. 
This final fubjeCtion of all enemies to him and by him, as righ- 
teous Governour and Judge of the world, is as truly his reward 
as thefalvationofhls people : as fuchit is repeatedly predicted 
andpromifed to him Pfalm 3th & 1 10th, in the laft paragraph 
we have considered, in the prefent text, in 1 Cor. 15th chap- 
ters, and many otners. Now, while they argue for their future 
• willing fubjeCtion, they are arguing againft this predicted ancj 
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promifcd reward of Chrift, in their fubdual in a judicial fubjecr 
tion : for there is but one promifed fubje&iqn of final enemies ; 
and if it be willing, it cannot be judicial : but we are affured it 
will be judicial, and will be effe&ed in the laft judgment : and 
it is the laft grand aft of his regal and judicial powpr, tp put 
down all enemies in a judicial fubjeftipn to the law, authority, 
government and juftice of the mqft high Qod ; and the laft re r 
gulation to be made before he gives up the kingdom/ as. may 
yet more fully appear. And when Chrift fhall have campleated 
this rnoft important work of t|ie final regulation and arrange- 
ment of all things in the kingdom of God in perfection^ fox eter- 
nity : that is, when yice ^nd wickednefs (hall be fubdued and 
put down by him, in eternal difgrace, in the punifhment inflic- 
ted upon the workers of iniquity ; and piety and hplinefs fliall 
fhine in its true excellence and importance^ wit^i eternal luftre, 
in the rewards beftowed on the righteous : when all the friends 
qf,God fhall be exalted in the higbeft honour and happijiefs ; - 
and all his ungrateful enemies be fubdued and put down in e- 
ternal infamy ; by a power indeed ipoft glorious and irrefiftible^ 
be their numbers as they may : and not only fo; but in fuch a 
righteous retribution according to charafter, in which his ado- 
rable wifdorn^ truth, goodnefs and rightepufnefs, and that of 
the divine government, fhall fhine forth with a clearnefs and 
itrength as the fun in its meridian luftre ; fa that all the con- 
demned by the force of irreftftible conviftion, fhall confefs his 
righteoufnefs, and him Lord of all, to the glory of the Father. 
Then, fhall we fee, fomething of the greatnefs, glory and im-. 
menfity of his reward-- T than which, taken in this cpmprehen- 
Iive view of it, I am perfuaded, neither men jior angels can con- 
ceive a greater poffible to be given him of the Father, in con- 
nexion with the wife arrangements of his eternal kingdom. All 
reproaches will be ftlenced, nor will there tys. an atficift, deift, 
arian, or focinian in the univerfe. His adorable appearance will 
ftrike their falfe creed out of exiftence : for he will appear in the 
full glory of his true character, < c The great God our Saviour," 
Tit. c. 13. and cc every knee fhall bow, and every tongyelhall 
c^nfefs to Chrift, to God that fits in the throne of judgment, and 
hathfvorn to bring it to pafs," Rom. 14. 10, 11. compared 
with Ifa. 45. 23, and Rev. 20. 12. We are told, there would 
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be no difficulty of admitting this fcheme of the next ftate, a 

ftate of difcipline, and of the recovery of the finally difobedient 
in it, which, it is faid, carries in it more good to mankind, and 
more honour to Chrift and to the Father ; were it not for the 
previoufly imbibed notion of the prefcnt ftate on}y being inten- 
ded for the recovery of men, and thofe who are not recovered 
now, muft be miferable in the next ftate, a ftate of endlefs tor- 
ment, p. 191,194. On which I would obierve, God hath aK 
ready formed and revealed the infinitely wife plan of his divine 
government, and it belongeth not to fliort-fighted mortals of 
yefterday, to form and obtrude another upon mankind, in lieu 
of that. How came this previoufly imbibed do&rine, to be 
received by the jewifh and firft chriftian church and their in- 
fpired teachers, but by infpiration from God ? this is difficulty 
enough, to exclqde his, and fqfficient reafon for us, to receive 
this do&rine, fo taught of God. His fcheme is inconfiftent 
with the plan of divine government, taught in fcripture. It 
is excluded by the terms of falyation, the promiles, the threat- 
nings and every part of the gofpel constitution : and it is ex-~ 
eluded by the doftrine of retribution, and of the laft judgment 
every where taught, in revelation. Moreover, his fcheme is 
abfurd to the reafon of man, as well as abhorrent to the revela-r 
tion of God. Two inftances out of many, may ferve as a fpe- 
ciinen of it : one is, " that the future judgment is hot final— *- 
that Chrift will not unalterably fix the ftates of good meg or bad 
in it^ but wilt have a great deal to do after it, to reduce all the 
condemned rebels of that day to a willing fubjeftion to the di- 
vine gOYernment, ,, p. 208. Is it honourable to the infinitely 
wife Governor and Judge of the world, to reprefent him as ma- 
king fuch an imperfedt fettlement of his kingdom, as to' need 
another fettlement, as much as ever s fo that he muft go on 
difciplining the rebellious out-cafts for ages of ages, before he 
can. compleat the fettlement of it for eternity ? tome, it reflects 
great dishonour. The other inftance, which hath a clofe con- 
nexion with it, is, that Chrift will never in fa£t, make a perfect 
fettlement of his kingdom ; nor give it up, nor put the faints in 
pofieflion of their eternal inheritance, nor God be all in all, 
'till all the abandoned rebels of mankind are recovered to ho- 
linefs and happinefs ; fo that their good difyofition and reftored 
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vertue is m faeV, cc the grand fufpending condition Von which 
the whole of thefe great events refts ; and without which, the 
whole mull be eternally defeated. So he tells us, <c when all 
things fhall, in event, or fa£t, be reduced under fubje&ion to 
him, (meaning the fubjedtion above ftated) then, and not till 
then, however long a fpace of time it may require for its ac- 
complifhment -, then lhall the Son be fubjeft, that God may be 
all in all/' p. ceo. Now, the fcripture teaches, all Chrift's 
works are perfe£t ; that he finifhed the work of his firft coming, 
upon the crofs $ that he will finifh the work of his exaltation in 
his fecond coming to judgment ; and will then make the final 
fettlement of his kingdom 5 put his faints in the poffeffion of 
their eternal inheritance in the kingdom of their Father ; and in 
the laft great act of his regal and judicial power, will put down 
all enemies by fentence and execution— then give up the king- 
dom, and God be all in all. The faints of God in the various 
ages of the world, have lived and died in expe&ation of thefe 
great events, to take place in that day > which are infinitely the 
molt important, that can take place in the univerfe. But ac- 
cording to the tenet we oppofe, all expe&ation of it, in heaven 
and earth, will be fatally difappointed. Neither God, nor 
Chrift, nor angels or men, fhall fee any of thefe things true in 
event, in that all-important day. Is it honourable to Chrift, 
to be prevented the final fettlement of his kingdom ? to fupreme 
Jehovah, to be kept out of the final adminiftration of his king- 
dom ? to the faints, to be kept out of their promifed heavenly 
inheritance, in that day, and for ages of ages afterwards, all for 
tl/efake of wicked enemies I What overwhelming difappoint- 
mer.t to the faints of God, if they fail of the heavenly inheritance 
in that day ? But, ftill more alarming, the before unknown 
danger, if their final poffeffion depends upon the forlorn hope, 
of the recovered vertue, of all the abandoned part of the crea- 
tion ? This inheritance of the faints, is, certainly conne&ed 
with their faith, piety, enduring to the end, faithful to death, 
and with the purcjiafe and promife of Chrift, the promifes,oath, 
truth and immutability of God, and the day appointed to re- 
ceive it. Now is it wife, fafe, honourable to have the inheri- 
tance taken off and removed from this ground, and put upon 
rffentially different iffue, viz, the recovery of aU the wicked 
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part of the creation, whether they fhall ever* and at what time 
they fhall enjoy it ? when at the fame time, their future reco- 
very is in nature, an infinite improbability ; and as the cafe is 
circumftanced, a moral impoflibility ? Befidcs, we are repeat- 
edly admonifhed, to ceafe from man, not to put our truft in 
man, and it is written " curfed is the man that truftcth in man, 
and maketh fleih his arm." After all this, is this way of the 
curfe, the way to the heavenly inheritance ? Is it credible and 
honourable to fuppofe, that all the hopes of all the faints, fhculd 
in fa<5t be fufpended ; and made to depend upon the courtefy, 
good difpofition, and recovered vertue of all their faithlcfs in- 
veterate enemies, for their poffeflion of the heavenly inheri- 
tance ? Is this for the honour of God, of Chrift,or for the good 
of mankind ? Is this the way, for all iniquity to ftop her mouth ? 
for faints to be built up in faith, holinefs, and comfort to the 
kingdom of God ? Is this, to encourage piety, vertue and all 
good nefs, which is the true, great intereft, glory and happinefs 
of mankind ? In another view, can any thing be more degra- 
ding to the charadter of the infinitely wife God, thaft to fup- 
pofe he <f who puts no truft in his faints," fhould put fuch an 
unbounded truft in the greateft knaves, in all the moft faithlefs,- 
finilhed villains of earth and hell, as to make the inheritance of 
his faints, the fulfilment of his promifes to Chrift and to them, 
and all the concerns of his eternal kingdom, ultimately to reft 
and depend on the will, power, good difpofition and recovered 
vertue of all thefe mifcreants ? all to depend upon their reco- 
vered vertue ; When ? why,after their characters have been 
expofed and ruined, in the great day : and after they have been 
hardening in punifhment, a thoufand years, and for ages of 
ages afterwards. And how ? without gofpel, without the grace 
of the fpirit, or a finale privilege of the kingdom of Chrift $ 
without any means of recovery, but darknefs and torment : for. 
all beyond this, is the chimera of imagination only, and hath 
not a fingle dictate of reafon or revelation, to fupport it. What 
a fcheme pfabfurdity, difhonour and horror is this ! In a word, 
whafrcan be irfore difhonourable and pernicious, than on the 
one hand, to exhibit the eternal concerns of the Creator, the 
Redeemer, and of all the faints of God, as depending upon the 
vileft of finners and enemies, and upon their recovered vertue ? 



and on the other hand, to magnify the wicked, abandoned part 
of the creation into iuch a vaft importance and poorer, of doing 
great and eternal mifclncf ; as may on this plan bceffe6ted,bnly 
dv their obftinatc wickednefs ? for if all depends on their reco- 
vered vertue and fubjectioh ; fo that then, and not till then, 
thefe fcene? of eternal importance fhall all take place s it feems 
clearly to follow, that only by their obftinate wickednefs they 
may ruin this moral creation, defeat the faints of their eternal 
inheritance, and overthrow the eternal defigns of the kingdom 
of Jehovah. Can apofllbility of this be admitted ? it iurely 
cannot, any more than atheifm itfelf; The fcheme then is rot- 
ten in the foundation, and I know none to exceed it, in abfur- 
dity, mifchief and difhonour. How vaiil and abfurd the pre- 
tence, that this is a fcheme of greater good and honour, and 

adapted to convert deifts ? The next text produced, is Ifa< 

45. 23, to the end ; cc Look unto me, and be ye faved, allthd 
ends of the earth : for I am God, and there is none elfe." " 1 
have fworn by myfelf, the word is gone out of my mouth in 
righteouihefs, and fhall not return, that unto me every knee 
fnall bow, and every tongue fhall {wear," &c. This paflage 
we have before confidered ; and obferved, as it belongs to the 
conftitution of Chrift^ kingdom in this world, it v/ill certainly 
have its accomplifhinent, in the difpenfation of it, or at the fi- 
nal fettlement of it. And we have fhewn it will-have a literal 
fulfilment, in the converfion of the jews and gentiles; and its 
final completion in the day of judgment : and it cannot go be- 
yond it. But this authpr lays, tho' it will have an accomplift- 
ment in that day, it is no argument it meant nothing more. 
He fays, an inftance parallel, and adecifive illuftration .of it is 
found, Afts 2. 23. where Peter applies the prophecy of Joel, 
* c that God would pour out his Spirit upon all flefh" to the 
out-pouring of the Spirit upon the apottles in the day of penti- j 
coft. :> He argues this was one thins; intended,- but not all ; 
there will be a more glorious out-pouring in time to come. 1 
Granted : but this makes nothing in favour of a future bowing, , 
beyond the day of judgment : for this out-pouring of the Spirit 
will certainly have its full accomplifhment under Chrift's dif- 
penfation, in this world ; and therefore is rather adecifive illuf- 
tration, that there will be no more fubdual by grace 3 when this 
Wpeniation isclofed/intYvt £Tfcatday« We 
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We proceed to i Cor. 15. 24,25,26,27,28. "Then cometh 

the end, when he fhall have delivered up (or fhall deliver up, 
in the greek) the kingdom to God, even the Father ; when he 
fhall have put down all rule* and all authority and power : for 
he muft reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The 
laft enemy that fhall be destroyed, is death. For he hath put 
&11 things Undet his feet. But when he faith all things are put 
tonder him, it is manifeft that he is excepted, which did put 
all tilings tinder him ; and when all things lhall be fubdued 
Unto him, then fliall the Son alfo himfelf be fubjedt unto him 
that piit all things under him, that God may be all in all." 
This author prdfeffedly lays the greateft ftrefs upon this paf- 
fage : it was the key that opened to him his f^eme, and he 
judges itTufficient 01 itfelf to fupport it, p. 197,8. and yet he 
confeffes, p. 201,2. that he could not deduce it from this text, 
Without the help of his conftrudtion of Romans 5th chapter, 
Which hath been fufficieritly confuted. We will examine it 
With attention, and fee if his dodfrine will Hand upon this foun- 
dation. To me it appears, that here as ufual, he hath totally* 
tniftaken the defign of the apoftle, and the true key of conftruc- 
tion. He fays, p. 201 . " that it is evident beyond controverfy 
that the apoftle is fpeaking of a univerfal refurredtion, of the 
whole race of Adam." Whereas it is evident, there is not a 
Word of the refiirredtion of the wicked, in the whole chapter 5 
but it is wholly taken up in the defcription of the importance, 
certainty, and glory of the refurredtion of the righteous only, 
With anfwering objedlions, &c. The importance of the refur- 
redtion is argued, upon thefe two grand principles, viz. the 
wholedoftrineof chriftianity depends upon it, and the promifed 
bleffednefs of the righteous, in particular ; and the certainty of 
it is evinced by the refurredtion of Chrift only. And the time, 
taanner, importance and glory of the refurredtion of the righ- 
teous, is illuftrated by a particular defcription. Every judicious 
• reader may fee this the contents of the chapter. Chriftianity 
depends upon this doffa-ine* and the denial of the refurredtion 
is deftrudtion to the whole dodtrine of it, as is argued 1 3, 14, 1 5, 
16 verfes, <c but if there be no refurredtion of the dead, then is 
Chrift not rifeh : and if Chrift be not rifen, then is our preaching 
vain, and your faith alfo is vain," &c. The denial 01 it is like-* 
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wife deftru&ion to the chriftian's faith, hope and promifed blcf- 
fednefs, as he proceeds to argue v. 17,18,1 9th. cc and if Chrift 
be not raifed, your faith is vain, ye are yet in your fins $ then 
they alfo which are fallen afleep in Chrift, are perifhed. If in 
this life only we have hope in Chrift, we are of all men moft 
miferable." But the whole is eftablifhed by the refurreftion 
of Chrift alone ; with which their refurre&ion and bleffednefs 
is connefted and moft firmly cft^bliihed, by gofpel conftitution. 
This he argues, 2.0,21,22,23d verfes. "But now is Chrift rifen 
from the dead (not for himfelf alone, but for them that are his) 
and become the firft fruits of them that flept." Who ? them 
that flept in Chrift, who otherwife would have perifhed, as v. 
18. and fo the firft fruits to them, that his refurre&ion is an 
earneft of a like glorious refurre&ion to them, wherein they will 
be fafhioned like unto his glory. cc For fince by man came 
death, by man alfo camq'the refurre&ion of the dead," to them 
who have flept in Chrift ; it is to this immortality and glory. 
" For as in Adam all die, even fo in Chrift fhall all (that are 
Chrift's, for of them only is he fpeaking) be made alive." But 
when ? at his fecond coming, as in die following words and 
paragraph. In what manner and order ? " but every man in 
his own order : Chrift the firft fruits, afterwards they that are 
Chrift's at his coming." All that will be raifed to immortality 
and glory, will be raifed at this revealed, appointed time : and 
the order of every man will be adjufted by the gofpel do&rine 
of retribution, according to their eminence in piety and ufeful- 
ncfs in this prefent world. As the apoftle proceeds to eyplain 
and illuftrate 40,41,42 verfes and onwards — "there are alfo 
celeftial bodies, and bodies terreftrial, but the glory of the cel- 
eftial is one, and the glory of the terreftrial is another. There 
is one glory of the fun, and another glory of the moon, and ano- 
ther glory of the ftars ; for one ftar differeth from another in 
glory. So alfo is the refurreftion of the dead," in that day. 
The glorious qualities of thefe new raifed bodies of the righte- 
ous, clofes his defcription. This gives an eafy and fignificant 
fenfe " of every man in his own order :" and we prefer the apo- 
ftle, as his own expofitor, much before this author. His tag- 
mata, troops and companies, coming out of the place of tor- 

rent under their own ftandards, are all abfolutely excluded. 
. There 
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There is no oCCafion, no place for them here, nor in all revela- 
tion. We read of them nowhere but in this author, who brings 
gog and magog out of the place of torment, headed by the 
devil to inveft the camp of God : which is all the tagmata of 
this kind we read of which perhaps will be proved to be a 
ipurious invention, rrom this view of the context, it is eafy 
to fee, there is not a wbrd faid of the refurre&ion of the wicked 
in it ; nor, a word faid of arefurredtion to immortality and glory 
but in the fecond coming of Chrift, the time, exprefsly fixed for 
it. The whole context, and the connexion confirms the con- 
ftrudtion we have before given of this difputed pafiage. To 
proceed. Were it a lefs fenfible writer, I fhould fay, his whole 
reafbnings upon thispaffage, are fophiitical : they are founded 
in a petio principii, a meer begging of the queftion. He takes 
every material. article for granted, which cannot be granted 
him ; which he hath not, and never can prove. E. g. (i.) 
He takes for granted the future general judgment, will not be 
finally decifive to men $ and yet offers not a fingle proof that 
there will be any other public judgment to fettle the dates of 
mankind, good or bad. (sdly.) He takes for granted, that the 
putting down and fubdual of all enemies here, is pious, and by 
willing fubjedtion to the divine authority : when he allows the 
fame wor,d <c fubjedt" Rom. 8. 2.0. is by judicial fentence : and 
when the apoftle is not treating of the redudtion & introdudlion 
of newfubjedtsintoChrift'skingdom, but of the final fettlement 
of it : and altogether of the external arrangement of things in 
the kingdom of God : and when it is againft the tenor of fcrip- 
ture. (3dly.) He takes for granted, Chrift will continue to 
reign after the fettlement of his kingdom in the great day, -in 
what.he calk the refurredtion world, until all final enemies are 
fubdued ; againft the fulleft teftimony of fcripture. And 
(4thly.) that his giving up the kingdom, and God's being all 
in all, is not connected in point of time, with his fecond com- 
ing, the refurredtion and the laft judgment : whereas they are 
evidently fo connected in the paragraph itfelf, and throughout 
revelation. We read <c of (Thrift's appearance and kingdom," 
his fecond coming and giving up the kingdom ; but never of a 
third appearance and giving it up. But he will have them dif- 
connected with that time, and connedtcd with a period far dif- 
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tant, ages of ages after the judgment, no body knows whea, 

when all enemies are iubdued : which neither this text nor any 
others give any hint of. Thefe are the foundation fupports of 
his fcheme as argued from this paflage ; which he pugnt not tq 
have taken for granted, without full, convincing proof, But 
we fhall follow him in his arguments, i . " Though the app- 
ftle in this paragraph, turns our view to the end of the media- 
tory fcheme, when Chrift fhall have delivered up the kingdom 
to the Father,, yet he fays, he has evidently guarded againft- the 
error, that expqfitprs have ftrangely run into, viz. that this 
fcheme will be finifhed at the fecond advent of Chrift, by his 
then, unalterably fixing the dates of men good or bad," &c. 
p. 208 . He himfelf hath ftrangely miftaken the apoftle to think 
otherwife ; for we have proved, the laft judgment is fin^l to 
both ; and fhall further confirm it. (sdly,) *< It is moft per- 
emptorily affirmed, that an univerfal fgbje&iojp to Chrift fhall 
yet be effected ; before he delivers- up the kingdom , M ^iid 
we have (hewn how this will be effe&ed in the laft judgment 5 
by fettling the ftates of all men, in final retribution, and the 
kingdom of God in everlafting righteoufnefs, in th# period and 
no other, (3dly.) " It is worthy of fpecial notice, the laft 
enemy muft be deftroyed, which is death, the fecond death." 
In fupport of which, he fays (1.) " It is evident from the tenor 
of the new teftament, that the wicked fhall fuffer the fecond 
death." And we add, it is alfo evident* that it will be eternal, 
and they will never be delivered from it. But he adds (sdly) 
cc tliis death may with as much propriety be called an enemy, as 
the firft death. V We fay no, the nrft death is confidered as an 
enemy, as while it reigns it holds or bars the righteous from the 
full and compleat enjoyment of their promifed inheritance. 
Therefore it is fpoken of as an enemy. to them, and the laft that 
fhall be deftroyed in the day of their redemption and glorious 
adoption : in this view, and in this only, the apoftle treats of 
it in this text and context. But the fecond death doth not hold 
the wicked from any promifed inheritance, for " they have no 
inheritance in the kingdom of God :" therefore it is no enemy 
to than, in that fenfe, in which the firft death, is to the righte- 
ous. The fecond death, is the punifhment appointed ofGod 
for the final enemies of God and of mankind. It is friendly to 
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mankind it\ the threatning, tq ; ^rn and feve them from that 

place of torment $ and in the execution of it, it may anfwer an 
everlafting gopd purpofe in the great kingdom of Jehovah : it 
is noepemy tpthe people of God, they (hall not be hurt of it ? 
^nd_ in it their enemte$ will be put down under an imppflibility 
of injuring therp v It is, no. energy to the authority and govern- 
ment of iuprerne Jehovah, but 3 great fupport of it. It is no, 
more an enemy in the government of Qod, th$n capital punifh- 
ments tq traitors and murderers, is in the governments of rpen. 
In % word, it is not here or any where elfe in fcripture fpoken of 
as an enemy to. be deftroyed : and therefore the firft and fecon4 
death, come under fucb an exceeding different conftrudtion, 
that there is no arguing from the deftru&ion of the firft, to that 
of the fecond, He adds (jdly.) this fecond death ftri&ly and 
properly is the laft epemy, and theonly one that is fo : it is faid. 
to have no exiftence, till after the firft death is fo far deftroyed, 
as that the wick,ed are raifed to life, and then caft into die lake, 
of fire which is the fecond death, p. aio,2i i . There are thofe 
who maintain the intermediate ftate, to be a ftate of fufferings 
tp the wicked. Our Lprd teacher it, in the parable of dives ; 
and Pete? fpeaks of the difohedicM^rits in prifon before the 
refurreiftion, £ut if, as hath been Inewn, it is no enemy to be 
deftroyed^ it is neither firft nor laft, nor any of the enemies which 
come within the defcription in this text : and perhaps we fhalj 
prove it is eternal* and then there is no hope — it can never be 
deftroyed ; fo that his c < unanfwerable reafons" do not conclude 
with any force, His 4th general argument is, < 4 It is with a 
great deal of clearnefs and particularity aflerted, in this fcrip-f 
ture, that Chrift fhali not give up his truft, till he has in fadt and, 
event fubdued all enemies, p. 214. We reply* This is done in 
fa£t and event, when he hath put all moral enemies down in a 
ftate pf retribution, by fentence and execution, in the laft judg-* 
ment. Nor hath he laid any thing to purpofe in difproof, nor 
car* he ppffibly difprove it, 5thly. " In the laft place, it rea^ 
dily falls in with the obfervation ot every attentive reader of this 
paragraph, that the reign of Chrift in his mediatory kingdom, 
is to make way for God's being all in all ; and will accordingly 
laft, till he hath ripened and prepared things for the commence- 
xpSAt of that glorious peripd/' p. % 17 . Two remarks, may fet 
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this matter in a true light. Rem. i . Neither this text "or any 

other teach, that Chrift will reign any longer as the faviour and 
judge of men, than to the judgment of the great day. His 
parables, and the whole tenor of fcripture, point to this, as ter- 
minating his reign, as Saviour and Judge. Rem. 2. He will 
in faft and event in that day, put down all enemies under his 
feet, and perform the whole work in this paflage, afcribed to 
his reign : for, he will then put down all inimical 'rule,' 'power' 
and 'authority,' which is one part pf the defcription \ and de- 
ftroy "natural death" the laft enemy of the righteous, and caufe 
them to ling in triumph " O death, where is thy fling ?" tc O 
grave, where is thy vi&ory ?" v, 55. which is another thing 
defcribed : and he will put down ail moral enemies by fentence 
and execution, in a ftate of retribution : each particular and 
the whole work here afligned to his reign, is then compleated. 
And furely, his reign is then finifhed, when this work is effec- 
ted : and this muft be the thing intended. And to confirm it, 
it may be noted, that all the predi&ions and declarations of his 
putting down all enemies, agree in this manner of it -> and no 
other. Thus in the 1 10th plafm here referred to, his enemies 
and his people are contradiftinguifhed. " He muft reign till 
his enemies are made his footftool," v. 1. " His people fhall 
be made willing in the day of his power," that is, in the difpen- 
fation of his kingdom, power and grace in this world, v, 2, 3. 
but in the day of his 'wrath' his enemies will be deftroyed, v. 
5,6. So where it is quoted Heb. 11 chapter, we have fhewn 
this judicial putting down all enemies, muft be the thing inten- 
ded, for no other conftru&ion will inforce the admonition, as 
there defigned by it. So Heb. 10. 13. "From henceforth 
expe&ing, till his enemies be made his footftool. " He is wait- 
ing, expedting the laft aft of his regal, judicial, fupreme power 
to complcat the defign of his exaltation and kingdom (the fal- 
vation of his people being firft accomplifhed), viz. "in making 
his enemies his footftool." As how ? In their fubdual by grace? 
we read not a word of that : but we read in the fame chapter 
" of fiery indignation which fhall devour the adverfaries" in a 
more terrible punifhment, than any fuffered under the law of 
Mofes. " And we know him that hathfaid, vengeance belong- 
?th unto me, I will recompence faith the Lord." " And again 
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the Lord fhall judge his people : it is a fearful thing to fall into 

the hands of the living God/' v. 27,28,29,30, and 31ft. This 
furely is not the language of making them his footftool by 
grace, but vengeance. The fame laft aft of his power and reign 
in his kingdom before it is given up, is reprefented by John 
the baptift. " He fhall firft gather the wheat into his garner ;" 
and then, " burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." So in 
each of the parables of our Saviour, the righteous are firft fe-^ 
cured j then, the wicked are punifhed. And in the exhibition 
he gives us of the laft judgment, 25 Mat. the righteous fhall 
firft be inflated in the kingdom prepared for them ; and then, 
the enemies, the wicked fhall be put down and configned over, 
as cc accurfed into everlafting fire," and " go away into ever-, 
lafting punilhment." And this, perhaps, lets us into the true 
reafon, why Paul makes this folemn paufe, and inferts this pa- 
ragraph. The glorious reward of Chrift muft be perfefted, in 
his triumphant, infinite exaltation over all his enemies, who 
have difputed, oppofed and blafphemed his reign : and the 
kingdom of God be fettled in perfeft retribution, as well to the. 
wicked as righteous, before it be given up. And it is wifely 
defigned for the fupport and fecurity of fuffering chriftians in 
all their perfecutions and trials, and for folemn warning to all 
men, to guard them from error, apoftacy and wickednefs, as 
what will be infallibly fatal. Becaufe all moral enemies muft 
be put down in eternal difgrace and ruin, at the time when all 
other enemies fhall be deftroyed ; to compleat the full defign 
of our Lord's exaltation and kingdom. He had inferted <f the 
coming of Chrift," "the end," " the giving up the kingdom," 
as all coincident, in that grand period : but miftake not, fays 
he, it will not be compleated till he hath exercifed the laft grand 
aft of his fupreme regal and judicial power in deftroying all 
natural, and putting down all moral enemies under foot, by 
righteous fentence and execution ; as taught and notified by 
the prophets, by the forerunner of Chrift, and by our Lord him- 
felf ; and thereby, hath fettled the kingdom in perfedtion and 
everlafting righteoufnefs. Then, will he refign up the admi- 
niftration and kingdom. This is by far the moft natural and 
ufeful conftruftion ; and beft harmonizes with the current doc- 
trine of revelation : and before we have done, it will appear the 

only . 



( H* ) 
bnly ohe , that it will bear. He tells lis, w it is ieftiarkkble, this 

prophecy in Pfalms, is five times applied ro Chrift, in the new 
teftament," p. 216. It is fufficifent to reply ; it is as cc remar- 
kable" in all thefe times it hath not the lead reference to his 
conftructioh : which is a tacit refutation of it. Now* fince 
there is but one fubdual of all eriemies taught irt this paflage j 
and it is clear, each part of this defcriptibn, and the whole of 
this Work afcribed to the reign of Chrift, will in faft and event, 
be literally compleated in that day t his tehet 8f aft after of 
continued feign for their fubdtial by grace, is abfolutely exclu- 
ded* Then* the faints will be taker! Up with Chrift 3 to th£ 
fnanfions promifed and prepared for them, and " will be fever 
with the Lord." Certainly, the fcripture doth rtdt coufttehance 
any notion, that he will defcend a third timfc* to reign in a new 
earth and refurre&idn world. 

A brief recapitulation and arrangement bf what hath been 
before and now offered upon this paflage, may give the reader, 
a proper advantage of judging of the confiftence and force of 
the whole, to eftabliftied the conftrudttoft we have given of itj 
and to refute the other. It appears (1.) there is nothing faid 
in the context, of the refurredtiori of the wicked, or to counte- 
nance his conftrudlion ; but it every way favours that which we 
have given. (2dly;) We before proved, that the apoftle is here 
treating of an external arrangement of the kingdom of God, in 
way of governmental regulation $ and not of introducing new 
fubjects into it, in a fubdual by grace : fo that our conftru&ion 
entirely falls in with the fubjeft he is treating of j but his, is 
altogether befide it. (3dly.) It is very evident, that all ene- 
mies will in fafl and event be deftroyed and fubdued ; and the 
whole work as defcribed in this te ( xt and every part of it, will 
be literally efTe&ed and compleated in the great day : and all 
moral enemies will be put under his feet and made his footftool 
by thelaft great a£t of his fupreme regal power* as predicted 
by the prophets, by the forerunner ot Chrift, and repeatedly 
taught by our Saviour and the apoftles to be exercifed in the 
perfect fettlemen: of his kingdom in retribution, for eternity* 
And (4thly.) as there is but one fubdual of all enemies, and 
but one time of effe&ing it taught in the text ; fo with this fub- 
dual then effected, when all enemies fhall be caft Out of his 
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'"kingdom, is exprefsly connected, the delivering up the king- 
dom. After which, there is no pretention of fubdual or reduc- 
tion of enemies, to be brought into it. And (5thly.) it is fur- 
ther certain, from the repeated declarations of Chrift himfel£ 
that he will reign over them no longer, for their fubdual by 
grace. For, he hath repeatedly afiured us, the workers of ini- 
quity fhall then be caft out of his kingdom, from the means, 
grace and bleffings of it, and accurfed, devoted to utter ruin. 
•Now to fuppofe his reign oyer them any longer, is as abfurd as 
to fuppofe the continued reign of the governments of this world* 
over thofe fubjefts who have be&i cut off from them by capital 
execution : the fuppofitjon, is a palpable contradi&ion. It is 
to fuppofe, the fame fubje&s are both in and out of the fame 
kingdom, at the fame time : which is as ftaring a contradidtion 
as can be named. Once more, (6'flily.) we have proved, the 
laft judgment will be final, to all men, both good and bad* 
•It is grolsly abfurd, to fuppofe, the infinitely wife Governour 
and Judge of the world, fhould make fuch#n imperfect fettle- 
ment of his kingdom in that day, in the view of the whole 
moral creation ; as to need another, as much as ever— it is, if 
poflible, more abfurd to fuppofe, he will execute the office of 
Judge, before he hath finifhed his work as a Saviour — and full 
as abfurd to fuppofe, after he hath compleated his whole great 
work as a Judge, he fhould go on to reign as a Saviour, over 
fubjefts caft out, and remaining caft out of his kingdom ; with 
a view to reduce and fave them in fome blind, hidden way, no 
body knows where, when or how, and finally admit them into 
the kingdom without public judgment : and that this blind 
do&rine fhould be an article of the chriftian faith. — And ho 
abfurdity can exceed the fuppofition, that for the fake of 
ftubborn, obftinate enemies, the Lord of glory fhould be 
prevented the final fettlement of his kingdom, and faints be 
kept out of the heavenly inheritance : and that all the hopes 
of the pofleffion of this inheritance, to all the innumera- 
ble miriadsof the redeemed and faved, fhould in fad be fufpen- 
ded upon the vertue of the moft abandoned, mercilefs and in- 
veterate of enemies. Againft all thefe impious, horrible ab- 
surdities, we have proved, the future judgment is exhibited as 
• decifive, perfed and final in all the particular defcriptions of it 
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■throughout revelation : — that all the hopes and fears of good 
and bad men in fcripture are abfolutely concentered, in the d6- 
cifions of that day, as final : — that it has been the faith of good 
men in all ages— -and the general fear and dread of the wicked 
through the earth— to all which, may be added j it is known 
to be final by the devils : they believe and tremble in the ap- 
prehenfion of it, as fuch ; as feems evident from their addrefs to 
our Saviour, " Art thou come to torment us, to deftroy us be- 
fore the time ?" It would be fadjndeed, if the faith of chrifti- 
ans, (hould fall fhort of that of devils, in an article of fuch vaft 
importance : which may well fhame this mod abfurd and per* 
nicious notion, out of the chriftian world. Now, if the future 
judgment be final, as hath been proved, and I truft before wc 
quit the fubjedt will be put out of all doubt, the fubduing all 
energies can admit no other condru&ion but thatwehave given, 
a fubdual by grace is abfolutely excluded, as being an impofli- 
bility, againd the force of a final fentence. It is now Submit- 
ted to the reader, whether the conftru&ion we have given be 
not rational, confident with itfelf, with the context, and with 
the current do&rinc of fcripture* If fo, whether this author's 
reflexion be j uft, p. c.26. " No wonder this has been reckoned 
among the dark and difficult texts in the apoftle Paul's writings, 
while men have endeavoured to faften a fenfe upon it, that 
really fets it at variance with itfelf, beyond the poffibility of a 
reconciliation by any human (kill : whereas, according to the 
fenfe he hath given, the meaning is quite eafy, and yet confid- 
ent." That it has been reckoned a dark and difficult text, is 
very true, but that it is " beyond human fkiil to give it a con- 
fident conftru&ion " upon the common faith of the chridian 
world, is by no means true. The contrary, I trud, is already 
clear, and will foon be more evident. Whereas his conftru&ion 
is already confuted and will be repeatedly fo, in the farther dif- 

cuflion of his fcheme. Upon this text, he opens his general 

fcheme ; and taken in connexion with the millenium defcribed 
aoth Rev. and the new heavens and earth defcribed Rev. 2 1 . 
and 2 2d chapters : he gives us his whole plan, of the fubdual of 
all enemies, and of Chrid's continuing to reign for the accom- 
plifhment of it, and then giving up the kingdom, as he fuppofes 
is intended in this paragraph. I would therefore, give an ex* 
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hibit of his general fcheme, in the colle&ed parts of it, in one 
conne&ed yiew j make my remarks, and come to a general 
fettlement upon it, in this place. To introduce it; he fays* 
** it is eafy to diftinguifh between thefe two " periods/' that 
wherein the mediatory kingdom is in the hands of Jefus Chrift £ 
ihd that when God as king, will.be all in all," p f 217,218* 
we fay, it is eafy to diftinguifh theft two manners of adminift* 
ration of the fame kingdom ; and that the one ends and the 
other commences, at one and the fame period , of the laft judg^ 
ment : and then his word 'period* will neither make him mift- 
ake, nor miflead us. He next fays, " the reign of Chrift takes 
in the whole fpace from his exaltation, till all enemies, all hu+ 
man kind are reduced under due fubjeftion to God." But he 
hath not proved it ; and we have proved the contrary. Her 
repeats it again, this will: prepare the way for the other grand 
period, &c. All without proof. All this taken for grantedy. 
he next divides the reign of Chrift into two periods : the firftr 
takes in the prefent ftate of exiftence to the end of this world : 
the other, he fays, takes in that which intervenes between' the- 
general refurreftion and laft judgment ; and to the time, when* 
cc ; God fhall be aH in all," He imagines there is a juft founda- 
tion to fpeak of fuch a period : we have proved there is no 
foundation for it, and doubt not to do it to full fetisfaction $ x 
on which his fcheme muft be up, for ever. His fcheme of the 
reign of Chrift, in this fecond period in the refurreftion world,: 
ascolle&ed from feveral parts of his book, is this, viz. f iThe 
fentence in the laftjudgment will confign the righteous to an 
age of happinefs, and the wicked to an age of punifhment, in 
the new earth : for the word eternal, he fays, lignifies a cer- 
tain period, age, or difpenfation," p. 224. and tells us, the' 
new earth will be " one part a hell for the wicked," and the' 
other "heaven for the righteous," p. 394. and tells us, the pro- 
mifes of the gofpel, refpeft this refurrection ftate and world % 
and are notpromifes of the eternal life and inheritance, which 1 
they fhall enjoy, when the kingdom is given up, and <c God is 
all in all." And " the threatnings to the wicked all refpedt 
this ftate and period likewife, p. 222,223. alio, thatChrift will 
reign in this refurreftion world, over the righteous, difpenfing 
a glorious reward and happinefs to them i and. over the wicked 
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in way of punifhment and grace, with fuitable means to make 
them a willing people. And in this period and cc i\ext ftatc in 
hell" all the wicked lhall literally and universally, die the fe- 
cond death, p. 312,313. " upon which diffolution of foul and 
body, they will have no more concern with that world, than 
they have with this, upon the coming on of the firft death," 
p. 281. that for a thoufand years, the, faints fhall reign, <<*un- 
molefted :" but at the end of it, thofe wicked dead ones, fhall 
be quickened and live again. For die they muft in that ? c next 
ftate" before they go out of it, as hath been faid, to fupport his 
expofition of Mark 9th. and live again they muft, for the work 
he afligns to them, viz. " being found on earth, to go forth, 
to the four corners of it, and ", overfpread the furface of it," 
<c headed by the devil, with tempers fierce and cruel exaftly 
fitted" for their predatory expedition of making one grand af- 
fault, upon the camp of God ; to anfwer the description and do 
the work afligned to Gog and Magog, Rev. 20. 8,9. p. 394. 
and fuch fhall be the fears and dangers of the whole camp of 
God, from their " formidable appearance" as to be faved from 
deftrudtion, only by the extraordinary interpofition of God, 
confuming " this rabble rout of adverfaries," by fire from hea- 
ven, ibid, and p. 382, with the text. Here we find them, die 
the fecond death, live again and dead again the third death, 
and yet not faved. How doth this comport with c ' their being 
tormented day and night forever and ever ? Rev. ao. 10. 
we are told this means 'ages/ c ftates' and 'difpenfations,' (p. 
309) into which they fhall be <c tranfmuted," into one, and if 
ilubborn and unfubdued in the firft tranfmutation, they muft 
die again, be quickened and tranfmuted into another, no body 
knows to what number : for it is faid, <f wicked men may not 
be fubdued, till they have again and again, in this and the other 
form of exiftence, fuffered torment, that fhall end in death :" 
the refult of which fhall finally be, their refurredtion to reign in 
life forever," p. 404. In the mean time, while the wicked are 
under this difcipline, we are told the faints (after that affault) 
lhall go on to reign unmolefted, for ages of ages, cotemporary, 
with thofe of the wicked, which is faid to be die meaning of 
their cc reigning forever and ever," Rev. 22. 5. and when this 
laft refurre&ion of thewicked is compleated, at the end of "for- 
ever 
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ever and ever/' then the laft period fhall commence : *< when 

fin, fatan, death, the fecond as well as the firft death fhall be 

totally arid absolutely deftroyed, and the whole human-race be 

reduced under a free and full fubjeftion tb the government of 

God," u . the kingdom be given up," and <c God be all in all.' • 

This I take to be the fcheme juftly delineated : upon which 
\ would make two or three general remarks, and then give a 
more particular attention to the feveral parts of it. 

At firft view, that heaven, earth and hell ihouid all be found, 
and be comprifed in ? c one earth/' feems as romantick as Dr. 
Burnett's gog and magog made out of the (lime of the earth $ 
which he fays, c ? needs no ferious refutation." I would next 
remark, that his new earth doth not well agree with St, John's 
, in the 21ft and 2 ad chapters of the revelations, which he fup- 
pofes to be the fame. In St. John's " there is no fea" of tur- 
bulent Ipirits ; in his, there are gog and magog, the moil furious 
pf all turbulents. In St. John's, ^ there are no more cries and 
tears :" in his, millions are configned " to weeping, wailing 
and gnafhing of teath." Again, in St. John's « c there is no 
more curfc,'^ ?f no more death $" in his, thefe multitudes of 
miferables, endure all the curfes of the book of God, and die 
the moil tremendous of all deaths, the fecond death. Upon 
which diflblution, they have no more concern with that world 
than the dead have with this. Which leads to a third remark, 
it is impoffible upon his own fcheme, that his gog and magog 
fhould be, the fame, as is intended in the prophecy : for, his 
fcheme fays, they were configned to an age of torment in hell ; 
and could not come out of that ftate till they died there $ and 
that then they had no more concern with it, than the dead have 
with this. Confequently, they muft have died there before they 
could cQme out : and when quicken'd, muft be tranfmuted to 
fpme other ftate, where they would have no more concern with 
that new earth world, than the dead have with this. For cer- 
tain, when quickened from the fecond death, they cannot be 
found there, rovi,ng over the four quarters of that earth, medi- 
tating and attempting an affault upon the camp of God : be- 
caufe, before they died, they belonged to that new earth, refur- 
re<5tion world ; they lived in it, were tormented and died in it* 
and can no more belong to it, after death. His wrong notion 
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of this death, and of ages in the future ftate (which faill be 

refuted hereafter) forces hirfi upon the abfurd do&rihe of tranf- 
mutation into different ftates and worlds. Let it be noted, 
once for all, the for ipvure knows and teaches but two ftates and 
worlds for mankind $ the one vifible, the other ihvifible $ the 
ofte temporary, the other eternal. Now, his gog and magog 
were in the invisible, new earth, reflirreftion world : that world' 
where he fays heaven, earth and hell are : there they lived and 
died, and have no more concerns with it. Certainly then, they 
cannot infeft the camp of God there, where they have no con- 
cern, no more than the dead can infeit us, who arc living, 
Befides, on his general plan, when quickened, they are tranf- 
muted to another ftate and world, than that to which they be- 
fore belonged.; with which, after death, they have no more 
concern. I alk, what world as it ? it caAnot be the refurre&ion 
world, of that world where heaven, earth and hell are ; for this 
they belonged to before. It muft it feems be then, an anoni- 
ma), new-created world : and as often as they die and are 
•quickened again, new worlds and ftates muft be created, to 
accommodate their tranfmutation. Can any thing be more 
irrational, romantick and incredible ? 

To introduce the more particular remarks which follow, I 
would obferve, the apoftle inferts the firft refurreftion, and the 
reign of Chrift a thoufand years \ with the fubfequent attempt 
of gog arid magog, before the general refurre&ion and laft 
judgment. This author tranfpofes the whole after the judg^ 
mcnt, into the new earth, as hath been noted. Why this arbi- 
trary tranfpofition, without necefiity ? Why is not the com- 
monly received opinion, the truth ? viz. that this firft is a fpi- 
ritual refurre&ion of the church of God, to reign in eminence 
and glory in the fpirit, purity and pra&ice of genuine chriftiani- 
ty, for a long period, termed a thoufand years, in this world, 
before the laft judgment. He fays no, it means the firft refur- 
re&ion in kind, to reign in eternal life. It implies a fecond, in 
which the wicked when fitted for it, will be raifed in companies 
in the fame kind of refurredtion : and fays, the true feries of 
events is this : that after the deftru&ion of antichrift, fatan will 
be bound in the bottomlels pit, as Rev. 20th. 1,2,3 verfes : 
that the next event will be ^.^~.r» / ' '1 refurre&ion 6c loft judg- 
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ment, as let forth from v. nth, to the end of the chapter : 
and that the whole account from the 3d to the 1 ith v. belongs 
to his refurreftion world* p. 370,1,2. If the reader woijjd fee 
the common conftru&ipn vindicated, and a literal refurfeftion 
as here contended for, folidly confuted, he may confult Dr. 
Whitby's feleft treatifb on the fubjeft, and Mr. Lowman on 
this paflage. But without regard to what they have faid, I 
mull follow this author in his peculiar notion. He affigns three 
reafons, as infuperable difficulties, againft the received con- 
ftru&ion. ( 1 .) <c The firft refurredtion implies a fecond, but a 
fecondin kind there cannot be, for this will be the laft, and the 
judgjment inftantly fucceed," p. 382. (2.) That inftantiy, 
after a thoufand years reign of genuine chriftianity, there Ihould 
be found fuch fwarms of abandoned wicked men cc as to com- 
pofe gog and magog, here defer ibed as the fands of the fea> 
cc it is faid exceeds all belief." A (3d) is, that the coming of 
our Saviour, is compared to the coming on of the flood in the 
days of Noah, for the univcrfally prevalent wickednefs of the 
earth, Mat. 24. 37,38,39 : and when he comes, it is faid fhall 
he find faith in the earth, Luke iS. 8. The coming of our 
Saviour in thefe texts,T take to be his coming to the deftru&ion 
of Jerufalem, and not to final judgment : and the difobedient 
to be punifhed at his fecond coming, as defcribed 2 Thef. 1 * 
7,8,9, are the finally difobedient of ill ages and generations, 
and not of that generation only, which preceeds the judgment. 
Thefe texts therefore, to me appear befide the purpofe. The 
other obje&ionsdeferve attention. As to the firft objeftion : 
This glorions ftate of the church may be termed the firft refur- 
reftion of it, not in kind, (it is conceeded to be the laft of that 
fort) but in reference to the general refurre&ion of the juft ; 
when all the fons of God will be manifefted, in all their glory. 
It will certainly bear, by far, the mod clear and lively reiemb- 
lance of the glory and happinefs of the church in that day, of 
any ftate of it, ever feen in this world : and on the ground of 
this refemblance, may with great propriety be termed, a firft 
rcfurre&ion. I fee no difficulty in it, for the apoftle doth not 
limit it to the fame kind of refurreftion, nor hath any one au- 
thority to do it. This conftruftion heightens and aggrandizes 
our views of the eminence, glory and importance of this ftate 
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of the church in this world, and of that mdft interefhrig period 
to mankind 3 which fecms the dired intention of the apoftle; 
What can aggrandize our conceptions of it more; than to bfe 
taught, that under this long* glorious reign ofChrift,fuch will 
be his fubje£ts for multitude* moral excellency and happinefs, as 
to exhibit a very lively refemblanCe of the general, glorious 
refurre&ion of the juft ? As to his fecond obje&ion : " That 
inftantly after fuch a long and happy reign of pure religion, and 
immediately preceeding the judgment," as he reprefents it; p; 
383,4, "fuch fwarms of wicked menfhould be found on earth;" 
would upon this dating* I confefs, be incredible -, but when the 
imitating of the fa£t is corretted, and the text itfelf is eonfiilted, 
the fcripture account is perfe&ly credible.- It ftands thus* Rev, 
20. 1,2,3*7,8,9. " And I faw an angel come down from hea- 
ven, having the key of the bottomlefs pit, and a great chain in 
his hand : and he laid hold on the dragon that old ferpent* 
which is the devil and fatan, and bound him a thoufand 
years, and caft him into the bottomlefs pit, and ftiut him 
up, and fet a feal upon him, that he fhould deceive the natk 
ons no more, till the thoufand years fhould be fulfilled : and 
after that, he muft be loofed a little feafon." " Arid when the 
thoufand years are expired, fatan fhall be loofed out of his pri- 
fon, and fhall go out to deceive the nations, whieh are in the 
four quarters of the earth, gog and magog, to gather them to- 
gather to battle, the number of whom is as the fand of the fea. 
And they went out on the breadth of the earth, and compaffed 
the camp of the faints about, and the beloved city : and fire 
came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them." — 
Upon which I obferve (1.) 'tis certain, when fatan is bound, 
mankind are living as nations in this world, according to the 
common courfe of it. This is allowed. And it is faid his con- 
finement is before the judgment. ( 2dly) It is fully ind flrongly 
implied, that they would continue to live as nations in fucceffivc 
generations, on this fame earth, during the whole thoufand 
years in a ftate liable to be deceived. To prevent which is the 
afligned reafon in the text, wherefore fatan is bound. It is 
thence certain, the refurreftion and general judgment cannot 
be the next event, to hisbeing bound. For if the nations were 
|ft> be immediately fummoned to judgement and configned to 
™ ': j their 
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cir future ftate, the very caufe of his reftraint would be of 

iCTrfe fuperfeded and made void : there would be no nations 
r him to deceive* nor any reafon why he fhould be bound to 
event it. The fuppofition of this next event, is a manifeft* 
>furd iriconfiftency ■. And ( 3dly . ) it is as fully and ftrongly im- 
led, as well can be, that mankind fhould continue as nations 
>on this fame earth* during this whole period $ and under this 
rcumftance of diftinguifhed happinefs, above all other periods 
time, "that they fhould be exempt from his deceptive wilts/* 
is exprefely aflerted that cc the feal is upon him/* and that he 
ould deceive the nations no mott y till the thoufand years be 
lfilled/* This Cannot be after the judgment t for there will 
: no nations on earth to be exempt from his wiles* It cannot 
i applied to thofe in hell, for they are deceived and undone 
r his delufionSt It is every way clear from the text itfelf* that 
is happy millennium ftate will be in this world* before the 
:neral judgment. It feems* it will not admit of any other 
»nfiftent conftrudtion. (^ihtyi) This reftraint is limited and 
mporary ; . the term is fixed, and when it is expired, it is 
prefsly faid " he mufl be loofed a little feafon." Certainly, 
is " little time*' is long enough for him to do his horrid work 
deceiving the nations again $ and of courfe it is long enough 
r us to account for it : for infpiration doth hot give us an 
count that is incredible* This correfts the miftating of the 
Eb : " that the millennium immediately preceeds the judg- 
int ; and that inftantly fuch fwarms of wicked men appear on 
rth." For this "little time" intervenes between the two e-* 
rits : and neceffity obliged* us to conclude it long tnodgh* 
r the whole work narrated, to be effedted in in It is inferted 
r'this very purpofe* This alone is flifficient to filence and 
nove the objedtiom (5thly.) The continued account, 7,8 
rfes, teaches cc fatan is loofed and comes out of his prifon" 
>ne, and not bringing gog and magog with him* They were 
t caft in withr him$ they do not come out with him, they 
ver were there ; for the text fpeaks of them as living among 
5 nations of the earth, who are reprefented as dwelling in the 
jr quarters of the earth in the fame mariner* after, as before 
1 reftraint, and as they had been all along, during the time 
it. They covW ngt be thofe, before deceived by him, tor- 
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mented with him, imd who had died a fecond death in hell : 

for he goes forth to deceive them, whom he had been hitherto 
retrained from deceiving ; and not any who were undone by 
his delufions. The whole of this plain account is all in favour 
of the common conftrudtion, that the millennium is before the 
refurre&ion and judgment, and isafulljuftification of it : and 
is irreconcilable with his, which places it after the judgment. 
The aftivity of fatan when loofed is great* extended over the 
four quarters of the earth ; his arts doubtlefs employed upon 
the lefs enlightened and moft likely to be deceived of the nati- 
ons of the earth : and his fuccefs is great, the deceived C€ are & 
the fand of the fea." But what.is there at firft fight, incredi- 
ble in all this ? This "litde time" as- hath been noted, muft of 
neceflity be fuppofed fufficient. If any one finds himfelf diffi- 
culted, let him fuppofe this little time, but a twentieth part of 
the thoufand years, to which, it feems compared •> fifty years ; 
or, a fortieth part, which gives twenty-five years : if he confult 
human nature, fafts, and the natural circumftances of this cafe> 
he will find time fully fufficicnt, to account for it* We know 
how a common caufc of vertue, will infpirit meh : how foon 
did the fpirit of it pervade, and combine millions upon this 
continent ? what great things were atchieved, againft the great- 
eft oppofition, in a little time, eight years ? and thepafllons of 
evil men are ufually more violent, and their a&ivity greater in 
purfuing their enterprises, than the vertuous. How eafily 
unprincipled men are deceived, and how impetuous their paffi- 
ons, when fpoil in abundance is their object, is well known, S3 
was with gog and niagog in Ezekiel, whofe fpirit is here de- 
fcribed. And when evil and mifchievous men break lotofefrom 
reftraints, they are very apt to precipitate into great excefs and 
violence. And it is well known that very £rcat things have in 
fad: been done in a little time, by the united arts of intrigue, 
deception and violence, as in the fndden rife, and extenfive 
fpread of the mahometan empire, and other inflances. And 
natural circumftances (hew how tempting the obje&and enter- 
prize, in this cafe. From the flowing abundance of hundreds 
of years of peace and plenty, and when under an extraordinary 
blefiing, from God : as alfo from the flattering profpedt of fuc- 
cefs, in going againft a people unufed to arms, having for fonie 
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hundreds of years beat their fwords into plowfhears, and lived 
in the fweeteft harmony and peace, under the influence of that 
charity, which thinketh no evil : and therefore might readily 
be thought to be eafily furprized, plunder.ed^nd taken. Arid 
when in addition to all this, is confidered the extraordinary 
pains to deceive, unite and cement all the wicked in the four 
quarters of the earth, in this grand enterprize ; it feerrts very 
eafy to conceive,, in lefs than twenty years, a number from the 
feveral nations, might be- inliegued and combined in it, as 
large as that of Judah and Ifrael in the days of Solomon, who 
are faid to be " as the fand by the fea," i Kings 4. 20. Nothing 
is here taken for granted, but what is natural and fuppofeble, 
and the conclufion deduced is altogether credible. In a word, 
every part &: circumftance in the whole account pleads ftrongly 
for it to ftand in the connexion, where infpiration hath placed 
it ; before the laft judgment : and as ftrongly; againft the tranf- 
pofition of it, to his refurreft ion world. The objeftions be* 
ing removed, and die common faith of chriftians fufficien^ly 
confirmed -, I proceed to fuggeft fome greater difficulties a- 
gainft his tranf petition, and other parts of his icheme. His 
notion of this binding of fatan in the bottomlefs pit, as the next 
event immediately preceeding the judgment, and to continue 
^ thoufand years, is direftly oppofed to plain fcripture ; for the 
4evil and his angels, are referved in everlafting chains of dark- 
nefs to the judgment of the great day, Jude 6. and as fure to be 
brought into judgment in that cay, as the unjuft men, who are 
'referved to it. If the devil here be a colleftive noun, as he fays 
maybe, v. ioth,p. 294, including the devil and his angels, they 
are all chained and icaled in the bottomlefs pit, before the judg- 
ment, and to continue fofor a thoufand years : and their appear-* 
ance in the general judgment, is an abfolute impoiTibility. And 
how fhall the faints be affeffors with Chrift, to judge the angels 
as he reprefents ? p. 281. As certain therefore, as thefe fallen 
angels fhall appear in the judgment of the great day, fo certainly 
felfe, it feems, muft his conftru&ion of this paffage be. A plan 
to fave all men, and to fave.the devil and his angels from th$ 
future judgment aifo, muft be very extraordinary. Had the 
writer perceived this confequence, we truft he would not have 
adopted his conftru&ion. Again 5 his notica of the wicked'* 
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difturbing and terrifying the faints cf God in the future world, 

is dire&ly oppofed to, and confuted by many fcriptures. It is 
confuted b)tthefcripture doftrineof the future judgment, which 
in all deicriptions #f it exhibits the wicked in an utter incapa- 
city of difturbing or injuring the faints of God. After judg- 
ment, the wicked are reprefentcd, " burnt up as an oven," 
u deftroyed," cc imprifoned in a ftate of clofe confinement," 
cc caft into the lake of fire," &c. How is it poffible, chaff and 
tares, fevered frojn the wheat and burnt up with unquenchable 
fire, Ihould ever injure the wheat gathered into a place of per- 
fect fafety ? or, <c the wicked fent into everlafting punifliment, 
ihould moleft the righteous ? — it is confuted by the conftant 
reprefentations of the future fecurity & bleffednefs of the righ- 
teous. It is utterly inconfiftent with their promifed everlafting 
reft : with the fecurity of their treafures in heaven, where no 
deftroyer or difturber can ever come : and with their perpetu- 
ally enjoying the prefence and beholding the face of God and 
the Ltamb forever* And it is confuted by the confolation now 
given them,' in this very article : cc In nothing terrified by your 
adverfaries ; which is to them an evident token of perdition/* 
(which fhall devour the adverfaries, Heb. 10. 27 .) " but to you 
of falvation, and that of God,'' Phil. 1, q.8. fo 2 Thef. 1. 6,7, 
9 verfes, " Seeing it is a righteous thing with God, to recom- 
penfe tribulation to them that trouble you," " and to you who 
are troubled reft with us." How is it effe&ed ? we are taught 
ver. 9th, " when they fnall be puniihed with an everlafting de- 
ftruftion, from that blifsful prefence of the Lord -> which the 
righteous fhall eternally enjoy." From all which, it feems very 
evident, that the millennium in this prophecy, can upon no 
fcheme be after the general judgment. For, no fuch enemies 
as gog and magog, can ever fo moleft and terrify the faints of 
God, with their " formidable attempts and appearance" after 
that day. We have already noticed the inconfiftency of the 
fcheme of thefe rebels. When they died in that next ftate, they 
ought to have quitted that world, and to have been tranfmuted 
into fome other. But there they rove, attempt mifchief, and 
are killed the third time. Now furely, they muft be tranfmuted. 
No, after this deftruction by fire, upon the allowed conftruftion 
of verfe 10th, p. 294. they are caft into the lake of fire to be 
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tormented for ever and ever : after the third death, it feems, t 
they are in the fame world and place to which they were con- 
figned before the fecond death ; upon which, they had no more 
concern with it than the dead have with thij living world.— 
Here is cqntradi6t ion upon contradidtion, one part of the fcheme 
oppofing and deftroying the other : and this gog and magog 
Who are brought up, as friends, to fupport the fcheme, are fuch 
outrageous rebels againft its laws of death and tranfmutation, 
as in fa£t to da(h the whole into ruins. Moreover, the fcheme 
is felf-fubverted and deftroyed another way. The apoftle has 
fixed .it as explicitly as poflible " that death is the laft enemy 
th^t fhall be deftroyed." This means, fays this author, the fe- 
cond death :" and tells us, p. 21 5,216. " now the fecond death 
can be deftroyed no way whatfoever, but by putting an end to 
its power over thofe, who are the fubjedtsof it." But upon this 
fcheme, this fecond death and laft enemy may be deftroyed and 
reign no more ; and yet fin not be deftroyed, nor the wicked 
ever have a refurreftion to reign in life. For when the ftubborn 
wicked have died the fecond death, and arc quickened and 
tranfmuted into the firft of ages; the fecond hathfpent its whole 
force, and is abfolutely deftroyed : it can never reign over them 
again, any more than the firft death can, after the general refur-. 
redtion : yet, fin is not deftroyed, they are ftubborn ftill, and 
under the reign of the third death. And upon this plan, they 
may be under the fourth, fifth and fiftieth. Infallably they can 
never be faved, becaufe fin can never be deftroyed in them. 
The laft enemy that ever will be deftroyed, he fays, is the fe- 
cond death : this is deftroyed in the firft quickening and tranf- 
mutation ; yet they are under the power of fin. Now a man 
muft be loft in natural arithmetick, to fay, the third, fourth, 
fifth or fiftieth, is the "fecond." Their whole fcheme then, is 
felf-rfubverted and deftroyed, and all their hopes built upon it, 
arc buried in its ruins. Surely, a man, who will not receive 
conviction and quit an error, when mathematically demonftra- 
ted, fo that he muft give up his natural arithmetick and the dis- 
tinction of numbers, to retain it, is, irrecoverable by argumen- 
tation. This definition of it, is abfolutely unavoidable : for 
this pleaded fecond death, muft be maintained, to void the 
argument from the laft f^ntencc, and confirm the doftrine of a 
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next limited ftate ; to evade the argument from €C the worm 

that dieth not,"&c.Mark 9. And the quickening andrefurrec- 
tionfrom it, rnuft be maintained, to iupport the do£trine of 
.tranfmutation, which becomes neceffary, to avoid the argu- 
ment, from their being tormented day and night forever and 
ever, Rev. 20. 10. Now, it is infallible, " that death is the 
laft enemy that fliall be deftroyed," and the fcripture teaches 
but two deaths, the firft and fecond, take which of them they 
will, (this author takes the fecond) the wicked, that are not; 
recovered and faved, when that is deftroyed in their quickening 
from it, can never be faved : for after this laft enemy is deftroy- 
ed, all hopes of che deftruftion of fin in their fenfe, and confe- 
quently of falvation, are plainly, abfolutely and finally excluded 
and deftroyed. The like embarrafiment, from fcripture or 
reafon, or both, attends all other parts of this fcheme. The 
doftrine of difcipline applied to the future ftate, hath been re- 
futed, and (hewn to be attended with fuch grofs abfurdities, as 
can never be admitted. The doftrine of purgatory, and of hell 
as a purging fire, to prepare the wicked for the heavenly inhe- 
ritance, is one of the grofleft corruptions in all corrupt religion. 
It is to be abhorred and detefted by all men, for the " impiety" 
and " abfurdity" of it. For the impiety of it : for to afcribe 
that moral, divine change that meetens men for heaven, to the 
operations of future torment, which every wherein fcripture is 
afcribed to the Spirit of Grace, is grofs impiety. It is not pre- 
tended, that the Spirit of Grace is given to the wicked, there : 
and if it was, die fcripture confutes it. Again, to afcribe fuch 
an omnipotency to this future torment, as to divinely change 
and fanftify all the wicked, when abandoned as accurfed, to 
utter ruin ; is as abhorrent to our rational and moral fenfe and 
feelings, as the dofirinc of tranfubftantiation is to our natural 
fenfes : and it is alike, amonfter of abfurdity. The fceptical 
do&rine, of " wife, rational, more effectual means to be ufed 
for their recovery," is confuted by the gofpel conftitution — 
by the doftrine of retribution— -by the parable of dives, and by 
the repeated declarations of our Lord <f that they fliall be caft 
out of his kingdom," from the grace, privileges and means of 
it. &nd we have (hewn in another place, that by fcripture> 
all hopes are excluded, and every way of efcape is brjrred, to 
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thofe who die in their fins. To fay the door of mercy is opfen 
to them, is to contradift our Saviour, who faith it is fhut. 
And to fay they are referved for the great bleffirig of life <f to 
reign in life for ever," is in the face of the laft fentence, which 
dooms them as " accurfed into everlafting fire and punifhmenr. 
And to name no more, to fay that our Lord reigns over them in 
a difpenfation " of darknefs," "outer darknefs," and u the 
blacknefs of darknefs forever" for the fame purpofe that he now 
reigns in a glorious difpenfation of light in this world, viz. cc to 
enlighten, iandtify and fave men \ is fuch a monfter in fuppofi- 
tion, as one would think no man could admit, unlefs his mind 
was fo blinded in this inftance, as to fubdue his reafon and 
-mental feelings, to infenfibility. 

What further proof can be requifite, to demclifli this fcheme 
utterly, to remove all fceptic doubr, and fet thefe gentlemen 
down fatisfied in the common chriftian faith ? Will it be effec- 
tual to prove (i.) that pofpel promifes, are promifes of the 
heavenly inheritance, in the kingdom of our heavenly Father ? 
(2dly.) that thefe promifes and this inheritance hath been the 
great objett of the faith and hope of good men in all ages, with 
a hope whfch cannot difappoint them ? and (3d!y.) that in 
the great day of the refurredtion and laft judgment, thfcy will 
in faft be put in the pofTefiion of this inheritance, in that glo- 
rious kingdom ? and laftlv, that when the righteous are tranf- 
lated out of Chrift-s kinp-dom, into the kingdom of their hea- 
venly Father (the kingdom being given up to him) that then 
the wicked fhall be fiiuL out of this kingdom and have no in- 
heritance in it ? All thiii I ilsould think, inuil fully fatisfy every 
candid, impartial mind : if we make full proof of it, I can fee 
nothing wanting. Wherefore I would. proceed to (hew (i.) 
gofpel promifes are promifes of the heavenly inheritance in the 
kingdom of our heavenly father. Molt readers perhaps may 
judge this too evident to need proof : and truly, the fcripture 
fo abounds with thefe great and precious promifes, that I did 
not cxpedt thefe two firft propofitions would have been difpu- 
ted. But we are told cc that the reward promifed under the ad- 
, miniftration of Chrift's kingdom in this prefent ftate, in order 
to perfuade men to be his good and faithful fubjefts, is not the 
filial happiaefe God intends to bellow upon them ; but the hap r 
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receive you unto myfelf, that where I am ye may be alfo." 

John 14. 1,2,3. At his fecond coming he will receive them 
into this heavenly inheritance. So they undoubtedly under- 
ftood him ; and he without doubt intended it, in this gracious 
promife. l^either, doth the fulfilment of thefe precious pro- 
mifes fufpend and reft upon the will, power or vertue or the 
abandoned part of the creation ; t>ut upon the oath and immu- 
tability of God, as the apoftle teacheth, Heb. 6. 17,18,19 & 
20th verfes. " Wherein God willing more abundantly to fhew 
unto the heirs of promife the immutability of his counfel, con- 
firmed it b^ an oath : that by two immutable things, in which 
it was impoffible for God to lie, they might have ftrong confo- 
lation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope fet 
before us : which hope we have as an anchor of the foul, fure 
and ftedfaft, arid which cntereth into that within the vail, whi- 
ther the forerunner is for us entered, even Jefus, made an high 
prieft forever after the order of Melchifedec." Thefe promi- 
fes fo confirmed, are not made to all men, but to thofe who 
have fled for refuge to lay hold ufxm the hope fet before us. 
They are not promifes of an inheritance in a new heavens and 
earth ; Chrift hath not entered a forerunner there— they have 
no existence : but they are promifes of the heavenly inheritance. 
For their faith and hope founded on them, as an anchor of the 
foul enters within the vail, into heaven itfelf, where Chrift their 
forerunner hath entered, to take the pofleflion in their behalf, 
and to infure their aftual pofleflion of it, in the great day ap- 
pointed for it. Thus clear and numerous are the gofpel pro- 
mifes of the heavenly inheritance, announced by our Saviour 
and his apoftles, to convert finful men to God, to eftablilh and 
comfort believers, and " to make them good and faithful fub- 
jedts to Chrift." This firft point being clear beyond difpute 
or doubt, I proceed to lhew (2dly.) that anfwerable to the 
great defign of them, thefe promifes and this inheritance hath 
been the great objeft of the faith and hope of good men in all 
ages, and with a hope which cannot difappoint them. This is 
conftruftively conceded in their famous note, p. 253, and need- 
eth not to be laboured. Paul proves it, by that cloud of 
witnefles and heroes of faith, who lived before the coming of 
Chrift, produced by him in Hcb» nth chapter, who were all 
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looking for and defiring a heavenly city and country (not a 
new earth one) cc prepared for them of God," and lived and 
died in the faith and hope of it, by embracing the promifes. 
Our Saviour teaches and urges it the duty of all, cc to lay up 
their treafures in heaven," not on the earth, new or old ; cc to 
feek firft the bleflings of the kingdom of God," " to labour for 
the meat that endureth to everlafting life," and not for ages in 
the new earth. And St. Paul exhorts chriftians " to feek the 
things that are above, where God and Chrift are," and " to fet 
their affe&ions on things above, and not on things on earth," 
new or old : and animates them to it, with the hope Cf that 
when Chrift who is their life fhali appear, they alfo fhall then 
appear with him in glory," Col. 3. 1,2,3,4. And he exhibits 
thefe great obj efts of the chriftian faith and hope, not only 1 as 
the objefts by which chriftians ought to be, but are in faft in- 
fluenced and governed in their labours and fufferings in this' 
world, 2 Cor. 4. 16,17,18. andch. 5. 1,2,3,4,5. "For which 
caufe we faint not, but though our outward man perifh, yet the 
inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affli&ion^ 
which is but for a moment worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory ; (here this author admits eternal in 
the ftrift fenfe) while we look not at the things which are feen, 
but at the things which are not feen : for the things which are 
feen are temporal j but the things which are not feen are eternal* 
For we know,' that if our earthly houfe of this tabernacle were 
diflblved, we have a building of God, an houfe not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens." (Not the new earth). " For 
in this we groan earneftly, defiring to be cloathed upon with our 
houfe which is from heaven : if fo be that being cloathed, we 
ihall not be found naked. For we that are in this tabernacle 
do groan, being burthened : not for that we would be uncloath- 
ed, but cloathed upon, that mortality might be fwallowed up 
of life." The connexion Ihews that at the time when mortality 
is fwallowed up of life, then they Ihall be put in poffefiion of 
their houfe and inheritance which is eternal in the heavens. 
Nor can they poflibly fail of it for the reafon added. ' " Now 
he that hath wrought us for the felf-fame thing," (this faith, 
hope and meetnefs for it) " is God " (who will certainly com- 
pleat this whole work) "who alfo hath given unto us the earned: 
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of the Spirit :" to infure their poffeffion of this heavenly inhe- 
ritance in that appointed time, of the refurre&ion. And in the 
following verfes he goes on to fhew how they lived and were 
governed by thefe great objefts of the chriftian faith and hope. 
And " the faving grace of God teaches chriftians to be looking , 
for this blefied hope, at the appearing of the great God our Sa-. 
viour," T»t. 2. 1 1,12,13. This was fo notoriously the com- 
mon faith of all chriftians in that day and agp, that the appftle 
appeals upon it, to perfecuted chriftians, in {hefe i^ords^ 
€( Knowing in yourfelves that ye have in heayen (not on earth, 
new or old) a Better ^nd an enduring fubftance," Heb- ip. 34. 
and exhorts them in the next verfe, ? c not tp caft away their 
confidence, which hath great recompence pf reward." And t 
in the laft verfe tells them it is cc the falyation of the foul." 
This point cannot labour with any one, who attends to the 
governing faith and fpirit of the apoftles and primitive chrifti- 
ans. I will only add, they cannot be difappojnted in this hope. 
<c It is a hope that maketh not afhamed," Rom. 5. 5. and it is 
promifed, cc they fhall never be confounded." principally, 
becaufe, as the promifes are founded" on the truth and immu- 
tability of God 1 fo the time of their fulfilment is. infallibly 
fixed and afcertained : fo that nothing might be wanting to, 
fupport <c the great confolation of the heirs of thefe promifes." 
Our Saviour and his apoftles have fixed the time of their ful- 
filment to the great refurrediipn and judgment day. So that 
the faith and hopes of all good men in all ages (unlefs a few 
univerfalifts be counted an exception) will fufferan amazing 
difappointment, if they are not put in poffeffion pf the heavenly 
inheritance, they have been looking, waiting, hoping for, in 
that day. It is impoffible, for (3dly.) it is certain, that in the 
great reftrrreftion and judgment day, they will be put into this 
inheritance, in that glorious, kingdom. The evidence of this, 
3 fhould think, is as clear and ftrong, as can. be wiftied. All 
the prophets, from Enoch tp St. John, point us to it, as the 
great day of retribution, and of rendering the regards and pu- 
nifhmentsof the invifible and eternal world : and there is not 
a hint in revelation of any other retribution, after this. Our 
Saviour's motto is, " Behold I come quickly, and my reward 
is with me, to give every man according as his work Ihall be," 
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Rev. 22. 12. to render to every one the full reward, either of 
the prpmife or threatning. Jn his parables of the net— of the 
jbwer— rpf the pounds and talents he allures us at the end of 
the world, he will execute his promifes ?nd fhreatnings in the? 
recompences of the invifible world, to the faithful ^nd to the 
wicked. And in the 25th of Matthew he gives us the procefs 
of the future judgment, and of the fin4 e vprlafting fentences tQ 
the one and the other, The great doctrine of juftification af- 
fure us, the juftified will then be faved from the wrath to come, 
and be inflated immediately, in eternal life. And our Lord 
hath promifed the gopd {hall be rewarded in the refurredtion of 
the juft, Luke 14. 14. no doubt with the promifed rewards in 
heaven. He repeatedly promifes to them that believe cc ever* 
lading life, and that he will raife them up at the laft day." To 
what ? undoubtedly to the inheritance of this eternal life, with 
which he ponnedts the promife, Accordingly, Dr. Taylop 
fays, €€ that the revival and refurredtion of the body is frequently 
ut forour advancement to eternal life."f At his corping again 
e will receive his faithful difciples to the manfions prepared 
for them it\ heaven, according to prpmife, Jqhn 14. 1,2,3* 
And St. Payl ipakes their refurredtion, when death is fwallow- 
ed up in vidtory, coincident in time, with their receiving their 
houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, as before 
noted, 2 Cor. 5. 1,2,3,4. St. Peter teaches, hisfecqnd coming 
will be for the final regulation of all things, fpoken by all the; 
prophets, Adts 3. 21, Certainly then he will fulfil all the prq* 
mifes and threatnings relating to the future and invifible world* 
And confequently, will put the faints into their final and cternaj 
promifed inheritance. Accordingly this fame apoftle tells us, 
this " incorruptible inheritance is now referved in heaven" for 
thofe " who are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
falvation, ready to be revealed in the laft time" — the laft day 
when time (hall be no more--r" at the appearance of Jefus 
Chrift," when they fhall receive the end of faith, the falvation of 
their fouls : cc the grace to be brought to them at the revelation 
pf Jefus Chrift," 1 Pet. 1.4,5,7 and 13th; and he is as expli- 
cit as can be, " that faithful under fhephards fhall receive a. 
frown of glory that fadeth not away," " when the chief fhep- 
Jiard fhall appear" and not at the end of age? of ages, after thq 
t Note on Roxn. 8. n. future 
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future judgment, i Pet. 5. 4. St. Jude teaches chriftians <c to 
keep themfelves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift (at his coming) unto eternal life," Jude 
21. St. Paul is very exprefs C€ that Chrift will appear the fe- 
cond time unto falvation," Heb. 9. 28. and chriftians are to be 
t€ looking for this bleffed hope, and the glorious appearance of 
the great God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift," to compleat it 
at his coming, Tit. 2. 13. For in that day they flialj be put 
into their promifed heavenly reft : cc reft with us," faith the 
apoftle, 2 Thef. 1.7, €t In that day" cf all that love his appear- 
ing (hall receive their crown, connefted with their inheritance, 
2 Tim. 3.8. and to pafs feveral other paffages which confirm 
ft. I would obferve, in addition to all thefe declarations and 
promifes of their being put into the poffeflion of the heavenly 
inheritance in that day— they have now the infuring feal and 
pledge of it, in the fpirit of promife given to, and received by 
them, which confirms it with the greateft certainty. We read 
once and again of chriftians receiving "the fpirit of promife," 
w the feal and earneft of the Spirit," and are faid to be cc fealed 
to the day of redemption," (i.e.) until they are compleatly re- 
deemed and put into their final inheritance. We have adduced 
one, 2 Cor. 5.5, under the foregoing head. I will adduce but 
one paffage more to prove by this medium they will certainly 
be put in poffeflion, in that day, viz. thofe words, " in whom 
after ye believed, ye were fealed with that holy Spirit of pro- 
mife, which is the earneft of our inheritance, until the redemp- 
tion of the purchafed poffeflion," Eph. 1. 13,14 verfes. This 
author admits c < this inheritance" to be " the incurruptible, 
heavenly and eternal inheritance." And that the redemption 
here intended, is, the redemption and refurre&ion of the body, 
in the glorious < c adoption of the fons of God," Rom. 8. 23. 
p. 1 50,3,4 ; and the argument to our purpofe, feems very eafy, 
clear and ftrong. The Spirit of promife is given to believers, 
as the earneft and infuring pledge of their being put into the 
poffeflion of this heavenly inheritance "at the appointed time:" 
" this time" is given and noted, the redemption of their bodies 
and glorious adoption in the great refurreftion and judgment 
day : the pledge and earneft to anfwer the intention of it, will 
continue until they .arc actually put into poffeflion : but the 
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pledge is only unto this redemption of the purchafedpofleffion ^ 

and therefore they will infallibly be put into pofleffion of this, 
inheritance, in that glorious day. This is of iuch weight, that> 
with me it would be fufficient^ if there were no futher confir- 
mation. But we fee the whole tenor of fcripture teaches the. 
fame thing. And this author himfelf teaches, Cf the faithful, 
fervants of God will be immediately inflated in eternal life, ] 
upon their refurredfcion in the great day," p. 90. No one will, 
difpute he means eternal, in the ftrift fenfe. And from this, 
fingle point, their doftrine of the millennium is confuted and 
absolutely excluded. It is not poflible to be avoided by a. 
pretence, that although they are cc inflated in eternal life," yet 
the enjoyment of that inheritance may be deferred, till after the. 
millennium and thofe ages are ended. For it is an abfurd con- 
tradi&ion : it amounts to this, "that they are put in and yet kept , 
out of their inheritance at the fame time," and becaufe all thefc 
forecited fcriptures, and many others witnefs againft it, and for 
another clear decifive reafon, which I fhall proceed to illuftrate, . 
viz. cc becaufe our Saviour exprefsly configns them to this in- 
heritance in the kingdom of their heavenly Father, in that great 
day." Thefe are his words, cc then fhall the King fay unto them 
on his right-hand, Come ye blefled of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world," 
Mat. 25. 34. This cannot be the new earth refurre&ion king- 
dom, they tell of, for that is prepared at or after the judgment ; 
but, by this fentence, they are introduced to poffefs another 
kingdom <c prepared for them before the foundation of the 
world." It is doubtlefs that kingdom they " now receive" by 
promife cc which fhall never be moved," Heb. 12. 28. And 
if we compare this fentence, with our Saviour's previous pro- 
mife to put them into the adlual pofleffion of their heavenly Fa- 
ther's kingdom, in that day : it fhould feem it muft put it out 
of difpute and doubt, in the chriitian world. For he tells us, 
in the conclufion of the parable of the fower, that when he fhall 
fettle the kingdom in the judgment day ; then (at that very 
time) fhall the righteous fliine forth as the fun, in the kingdom 
of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear it." Mat. 
13. 43. The kingdom is then changed. The final fentence 
introduces the righteous into the heavenly inheritance ; and . 
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with it, tney are tranflated out of the kingdom of Chrift, itifti 
the kingdom of theif Father, to fhine as the fun in that king- 
dom, in which c< God is all in all." The kingdom is given up 
in that day, when they are pxit intoaftual poffefTiori, to "inherit" 
the everlafting kingdom of their Father. Where then is the 
new earth, millennium refuf rcftbn kingdom ? it is abfoltltely 
excluded. By what authority ? the higheft in hfcavfcn and earth, 
the fupreme Judge of ali worlds * And let it be bariifhed the 
chriftian world forever, to be no more a ftumbling-blbck in it. 
It remains to be fhewn laftly, That at that very tlmey when 
the righteous are tranflated out of the kingdom of Chrift, inter 
the glorious kingdom of their Father, and theSbri in faft gives 
tip the kingdom to the Father ; the wicked fhall be fhtft oiit c£ 
that kingdom, and have no inheritance in it. And the frordft 
of our Lord are full and exprefs in point : c * So fhall it be in 
the end of the world. The Son of man fhall fend forth his an- 
gels, and they fhall gather out of Ms kingdom all things that 
offend, and them that do iniquity ; and fhall caft fhern into 2 
furnace of fire ; there fhall be weeping and gftafhirig of teeth. 
Then (at that fame time) fhall the righteous fhine form as the furi 
in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to heaf, let him 
hear it," Mat. 13. 4(5,41,41,43. It feems very evident from 
thefe words, that Chrift will feign no longer — and that this fet- 
tlement of his kingdom is final and for eternity : fof all his 
good fubje£ts are introduced " to inherit " the kingdom of the 
Father. And when caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and 
conduced by him into the eveflafting rtianfions of glory in this 
kingdom, after judgment, the kingdom is complcatly given up: 
and it is at this time all .the wicked are caft out, arid corifigned 
to their future punifhment. And all his parables upon this 
awful fubjeft, are expfefs in their being caft out at that period. 
And fo is the exhibition of the fentences of the laft judgment, 
Mat. 25th i and when the righteous fhall go into the ptoffefliori 
of eternal life in the kingdom of their Father, the wicked fhall 
go away into everlafting punifhmerit, as iri the laft verfe. And 
he gives us one more decifive evidence of it, where he reprefents 
the difpenfation of mercy to be ended, arid the door of mercy 
to be fhut, at that awful period. When he Will fay to the wick- 
ed, " depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity, there fhall be 
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W&ijjifig and gnaftiing of teeth* when ye (hall fee Abraham* 
Ifaac and Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, 
and you yoUrfelves thruft but;" And they (hall come from the 
ki&iy arid ffdm the weft* and frorh the north* and from the fouth 
and (hall fit down iri the kiftgdprii oi God}*' Luk; 13; 26*27, 
28,29. ft is moft plain* at that period* when all the righteous 
(hall be tranflated ifttp that kingdom of God* prepared for therrl 
before the foundation of the world* and fit down iri the full pof- 
feffiori di it* as their eternal inheritance* arid (hall fhine as thd 
Am iri it : then (hall all the Wicked be thrUft out of it* accurfed* 
devoted to rriKerjr : fot ihejf cannot fee them in thatkingdotiiuta- 
til they ait d&Ually put into the pofieffiofi of it : and thfc i& thd 
date ot their final mifery ; And St; Paul is cleat, repeated, and 
express iri teaching the farine doftrine* that " the wicked (hall 
not inherfr^he kingdtfni of God/' i Con 9; id; and GaL 5* 
2 i * befbfe cited* And what e*prelfions can be more ftrong and 
pointed than thofei that c * they have not arty inheritance in thd 
kingdom of Chrift, arid of Gbd^ the Father, When the righteous 
fliafi (hiner forth ai the fun in it ? Eph; §. 5; Mad this authto 
found any te*ts* {6 clear and decifiVe fof his fcheiiie* he would 
have nirig it m both oUr ears* cc What a poor* lean* low conftruc- 
tfofi, the Cddifnori conftrU&ion, compared td .his^ As thei 
tctxAt of 1 the whole* the following gfarid joints feferii decifivel/ 
cleafi viz* ** that the decifiori of the iaft judgment h filial and 
for eternity* both With refpeift to the righteous and wicked : 
that* at that period* the Son Will give Up the kingdom* arid God 
Will be all in all i that* Chrift will reign rib longei- in the cha- 
tfa£l:er arid offide of a SavioUr and judge : that their fcherne of 
ari intermediate* millennium kingdom, between the final judg- 
ment arid his giving Up the kingdom, is a deluding fancy : that^ 
the dofltririe of retribution in the drift fenfe* as oppofed to the 
idea of difcipline is fully and finrily eftablifhed : and the do6i- 
line of the final falvatiori of ail the finally difbbedient^ Upori 
every fcherne that hath been of cart be advanced, is fully refuted 
and overthrown.* This author admits (p. 8,10,1 1 ;) if the next 1 
ftate is final,. as we have before flieWri arid now riiofe fully con- 
fined, cc that it is impoffible that all men &6uld be finally 
fiVed/' But it Wiil not follow, as is fuggeftedi that we muft 
give a low fctife cc toChrift's reigning forever and ever :" for 
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he will be adored " as king of faints forever," and as the divine 
"Logos," who was with God and was God before creation ; 
he will reign jointly with the Father and the Holy Ghoft in 
that kingdom wherein " God is all in all," to eternity. The 
main point being fully proved and Settled, " that the next ftate 
is final," we become agreed, w it is impoflible that all men 
ihould be finally faved. I (hall clofe this difcuffion, with this 
remark. It is evident, that our Saviour and his apoftles not 
only taught thefe great articles of the chriftian faith in their 
connexion, with great plainnefs, but alfo laboured to imprefs a 
near, lively, realizing and governing belief of thefe invifible 
and eternal things upon the hearts and confeiences of men, as of 
the laft importance to them, to induce them to believe, to live 
and walk by the faith of them, that they might be faved : thefe 
weffe cc the mighty weapons of their warfare." Now, if they 
were divinely taught of God, the moft wife and effectual way 
to deal with the hearts and confeiences of men, to direct their 
views, to controul and fubdue their pafiions, to form their choice, 
their tempers and effe&ual purfuit of the bleflings of the king- 
dom of God, and to make them good men and chriftians : the 
fenfible reader will judge, whether the counter ir\ftru£tions, to 
unhinge and unfettle the minds of men, and render them fcep- 
tical about thole great articles of the chriftian faith ; and doubt- 
ful, about the great and precious gofpel promifes of the hea- 
venly inheritance, and withal to remove invifible and eternal 
things, at an almoft immenfe diftance, tofome unknown period, 
ages of ages after the laft judgment, be not of very pernicious 
confequence to the great intereft of the kingdom of God and to 
the fouls of men : and hfc will eafily judge, from the fpirit and 
dodtrines of the infpired teachers, which of the two doftrines is 
the truth : and by the nature and tendency of them, which of 
the two fchemes is moft for the glory of God, for the honour of 
Chrift, and is beft fitted to promote the beft intereft of mankind 
in this world and world to come. 

His clofing proof is, Gen. 3. 15. "And I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and between thy feed and her 
feed : it (hall bruife thy head, and thou (halt bruife his heel." 
It is faid, " by the feed of the woman," Chrift is principally in- 
tended i and by the bruifing the fcrpent's head, is fignified his 

compleat 



.... ( ?6 7 ) ; - 

compleat viftory over the devil, under the embLem of a ferpent. 
Agreed. But how will he accomplifh this vi&ory, is the quef- 
tion ? he tells us cc the words are an allufion to the way of kil- 
ling ferpents, by ftriking at the head." We doubt it : " that it 
is expreflive of the fame thing with killing a ferpent/' Confe- 
quently it means, " that he lhall deftroy the devil," not " his 
being," but " that kingdom of fin," which as a tempter he had 
introduced into die world, accompanied with cc ibrrow and 
death," p. 131,3. To my underftanding, this dating is not 
clear; it feems tooloofe and ambiguously mixing things which 
come under a diftin&i different conftru&ion. Sin is the dis- 
obedience and rebellion of the creature againft God : but for- 
row and death is the punifhment of this iniquity, appointed, 
not by the tempter, but, by God the righteous governor and 
judge, in vindication of his own injured honour, authority and 
government, and for the beft good of it. Therefore, the blen- 
ding fin, forrow and death together, as one work and kingdom, 
according to the argumentative intention of the author, feems 
confufion. The truth of faft, I take to be this : the devil was 
now fetting up his kingdom, in oppofition to that of the Moft 
High, by (educing his fubjefts -, with defign to fubvert the au- 
thority and moral government of God, and deftroy the whole 
world of mankind. Now, " the kingdom of fin" doth not to 
me, comprehend and convey the idea of this kingdom, clearly. 
And the defign of the promife, as explained by fubfequent re- 
velation, I take to be this — that Chrift fhould entirely deftroy 
the kingdom of the devil, as it is pppofed to the honour, au- 
thority and government of God, and defignedfbr thefubverfion 
of it 5 and likewife defeat his defign to deftroy the whole hu- 
man race, by opening a way of lalvation to mankind, and rav- 
ings glorious innumerable feed out of them, and finally deftroy 
him and his inimical adhering feed, im utter ruin. Trom the 
other ftating of this kingdom it is inferred, " this firft promife 
fairly leads Us to look for the time, when fin fhall be totally 
and absolutely deftroy ed by him'wbo was born of a woman," 
and this is called the moft fiaiple conftruftion of it* p, 234,5 . to 
me it appears the very reverfe. If fio > is the kingdom to be de- 
ftroyed, and it (hall t>e totally and abfolutely deftroyed, then it 
feems it will be deftroyed in the devil and his angels, and d\<^ 
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(hall be fayed, as well as mankind, For If fln jbp* k* 
it cannot be totally Mid abfolutely deftroyed* whije td^ i? «iy 
fin in the uniyej fe, And it concludes w ftropgiy for th$ &I« 
vation of the fallen angels, a$ the finally difobcpienit of rnan«e 
kind : and fq do feveral other? of their arguments, Jf thjp 
happinefs of the creature be the ultimate end pf the creation, 
and cc if all enemies without exception fli^U be fiibduedj $nq 
they cannot be fubdued without deftroyihg their characters as 
rebels, and by their redu&ipn tq willing fubje&ion'tQthe ay* 
thority pf Qod ; n thefe with Other aqgumentSj conclude a* ford* 
bly for the final happinefs of the devil and hi* angel^ a§ the 
finally impenitent or mankind. . And this I take to be their true 
fcheme, nor c$n they he copfifl$nt,with themfelves, without it, 
"Will this text beqr fuch 3 eojiftru&ion f The connexion with 
the foregoing verfe fhews it announced, as a curfe upon th$ 
{levil suid his inimical feed ; a curfe of final remedilpus deftruc* 
tion i like that pf bruifing a ferpent's head with ah incurably 
deadly wound. But in their cpnfbu&ion, we are taught to 
read it 2 as ^ bleffing, %nd the highest that could be prqnouncecj 
upon them. As 3 curfe, it is written, « \ will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the vpman/ ■ but in their cpnftruftipn of thf 
kingdom of fin totally and sibf^utely deftrpyed, it muft be e* 
fernal friendftiip between them : as a. eurfe it i? written, " and 
between thy feed and her feed/* *'the feed of evil doer$>" w the 
Children of disobedience in whpm he reigns," «the generarioa 
of vipers," ^ the born, after the flefh who perffceute them that 
arc born after the {pint,** defcribed in fcripture as hi$ feed, and 
Chrift, and them that are his, his willing and obedient fubje#s j 
but in the other conftru&ofy infte^d of perpetual enmity, it U 
I will put away all enmity between the tW0$eds, sycid introduce 
$n everlafting reconciliation, harmony, healing *£<* peace be* 
tween them. Again, the " bruifing of the he'sud"- in the con- 
nexion of a curfe, teaches the final overthrow of the devil! hi* 
inimical feed and kingdom, in a remedilou$ deftru&ion : but 
if this c< brutifing^ fall not upon <c the being of the devil " and 
his inimical feed^ but upon the kingdom offin, and deftroys it 
totally and abfolutely j it fpeeks to the devil and his feed an e- 
ternal exemption from bruifing and punifhment : as another 
author esprefles it, " by exterminating both natural and moral 
'"'- «vil 
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evft, and • introducing univerfal happinefs," <c final, univerfal 

^ppind"s f ,> Now can any text be more dircdly oppofed in the 
fetter and fpirjt of it, and be more effe&ually deftroyed by any 
expofttiop f than i$ effeded in this text, in fuch a conftru&ion ?| 
That c < the bruifing the head" fiiould be$n allufion to the cyf- 
tom and way of killing ferpents by (hiking at the head, when 
there was no inftance preceeding the fentence tQ allude to j and 
when die cuftom owes its exiftence to the enmity expreffed in 
the text ; ieems unlikely. Whereas, there is not perhaps au 
qbjeft on ey th, of greater natural horror and contempt to man- 
kind* than a vnenomous ferpent deeply and mortally wounded 
i(i the head, fo as to be utterly difabled from hurting, and yet 
wreathing and agonizing in pain, A fit emblem to exhibit the 
impotent rage andeverlafting fitame and pain of final enemies 
to God, At any rate, the word c « bruifing" muft have a fim« 
ilar fenfe, when applied to the heel and h$ad in the fame fen- 
tence. Now we know the feed of the woman, « the Meffiah," 
was f <bruifed in the heel/' in the way of reproach and fufferings. 
fdvfk not the bruifing of the head be likewife, in a way of cuf- 
ttnguilhed fufferings to him and his inimical feed, fufferings, 
that are capital, final, without remedy and without end ? Surely, 
the fame word, cannot haye an oppofite meaning, in the fame} 
fentence ; in one part, me^n reproach and fufferings $ and in 
the other part, unfbeakably the greater c < bruifing," mean, aa 
eternal exemption from reproach and fufferings, in everlafting 
peace and happinefs, This would be to confound language 
utterly, and render it impoflible to fix the meaning of words* 
Their conftru£ion then 1$ impoffible to be true. It is to be 
noted* the promifes and prediftions of God, (and this text par-? 
takes of both) are beft underftood in their eventual illuftration. 
And indeed this is the only key where we can have it a by which^ 
we can have full fatisfaftion of their meaning. Now, if we at- 
tend to the eventual illuftration given by infpiration, the gen- 
eral meaning becomes Ql^ar a^d beyond doubt. The text 

doth 

. || The fenfe given to this and fome other texts, by the univerfalifta, 
hath repeatedly brought to my wind, a fmart turn given, by Sir Jofeph 
Jekyll, afterwards matter of the. rolls, upon a conftru&ion of law given 
Upon Dr. Sacheveril's trial : in thefe words, " t^ £a expofitio corrumpit 
textum.; " a falft or bad expofitipn corrupts a text, but what a. curfeA 
«*£QjRtion is that, (fays he) which deft roys- the text itfclf V 9 
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doth indeed contain a promife of the adorable Meffiah, that he. 

fc fhall have a feed and generation to fecve him more numerous 
than the ftars of heaven— -that he will fet up his kingdom a- 
gainft, to the fubverfion and overthrow of that of the wicked 
one — that it lhall prevail, become exceeding great and laft 
forever — it fhall fpread over all the nations of the whole world, 
and innumerable multitudes out of all nations (hall be gathered 
into it, be refcued from the power of fin and fatan, become hi* 
willing fubje6te, be made free by the Son of God, and be en- 
franchifed in the glorious liberties and happinefsofthe children 
of God in this world, in heaven and eternity. That however 
there may and will be a feed of the old ferpent, from Cain thro' 
many generations, of them that are born after the flefti, who 
perfecute them that are born after the Spirit, " a feed of evil- 
doers and generation of vipers, children of difobedience, in 
whom he reigns, as defcribed in facred record, who are led 
captivfc to do his will andfupport his kingdom ; yet the fubjeds 
of Chrift, and followers of the Lamb fhall overcome all their 
fpiritual enemies, through the blood, power and grace of the 
Lamb, (fatan fhall be bruifed under their feet) and having fer- 
ved and fufFered with Chrift, fhall alfo reign with him in eter- 
nal glory and triumph, in that kingdom of God, which will be 
eternally triumphant. And when Chrift fhall have fully effec- 
ted his great defigns in this world, and put his people in the 
compleat poffeflion of the great falvation, he will then <c bruife 
the head of the ferpent" with a moft tremendous capital punifh- 
ment, deftroying his kingdom and configning the devil and 
his angels, and all his inimical feed, who will not have Chrift 
to rule over them ; in the everlafting fire, originally prepared 
for the devil and his angels. This in fubftance, is the expla- 
nation and illuftration of this text as a promife and predidtion, 
which is evidently exhibited, throughout the revelations of 
God. And it is fo far from teaching the doftrine of univerfal 
falvation, that the contrary doftrine is implicitly taught in the '" 
bruifing in the text, for the punifhment will certainly fall upon 
the inimical feed, the workers of iniquity, as well as upon the 
devil and his angels. But it is objefted, fin the work of the 
devil rnuft be deflated, or the Saviour hath not done his work ; 
and how " in any propriety of fenfe, can it be deftroyed, while 
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Uions live in enmity to God ?" to which we reply : fin ia 
faft deftroyed, accordihg to the meaning of this and other 
iptures, in the manner already explained. It is totally and 
folutely in all the redeemed and faved. And as to its malig- 
:y againft God, his government and good fubje&s, it is like- 
fe effe&ually deftroyed in them that perifh. It can never 
erate dilhonour to God, to his authority, laws and govern- 
*nt ; nor temptation or any injury to his good fubje&s -, under, 
eternal punifhment, according to its full defert. In this 
nifhment, divine juftice is fatisfied, holinefs illuftrated, the 
v is magnified, and the divine authority and government arc 
firmly eftablifhed, as though fin had never come into exift- 
ce. And furely, it can operate no temptation to his good 
jjefts, under fuch a full and eternal illuftration of the infinite 
•demerit and malignity of it. And the configned to this 
nifhment, are put under an abfolute impoflibility of giving 
y disturbance to the divine government, or doing any injury to 
i good and happy fubje&s of it. So that as it is an objedt of 
fine governmental concern (principally regarded in the ap- 
intment of Chrift) it is abfolutely deftroyed j and the Saviour 
5 compleated his work, in abfolute perfeftion and glory. As 
the governments of this world, when a murderer is appre- 
ided, convi&ed, condemned and executed, by the hand of 
blic juftice : law and juftice is fatisfied, and authority and 
vernment are as firmly eftablifhed, and the good fubjedts arc 
effectually fecured, as though the murder had not been com- 
tted. And in fcripture ftile, cc the land is purged and clean 
>m blood." But that it is the defign of God and a work 
igned to the Saviour, totally and abfolutely to deftroy fin and 
i punifhment of it out of exiftence, we certainly no where 
id in fcripture. Contrarywife, that fin will forever exift, not 
tempter, or a pleafure, but as a tormentor in whom it reigns, 
abundantly taught us. That the wicked cc fhall receive the 
»it of their doings," " be filled with mifchief," " with their 
f ti devices and their own ways," and that " their worm fhall 
ver die," &c. thefe things are as plainly taught, as words can 
ich them. It is likewife obje&ed as inconceivable, how the 
vil's kingdom can be deftroyed, while millions in hell, re- 
ning their chambers as rebels againft God* remain the fub« 
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jctfs of it* f hi tfhole force of the obje&iori refts dtt this cif* 

tumftance, afuppofition, that there is but one way to deftroy 
it ; which is a miftake in fa6t. The objje&ion fuppbfes, it can 
only be deftroyed by refcuing the (ubjefts of it from fin and 1 
milery, and bringing th<m toiubjeftion and falvatioft, in God; 
So in faft it is deftroyed in refpeft to all the fanftified* redeem-' 
ed and faved out ot this (infill world. Biit there is another 
way alfoi in which it is drfhroyed, clearly* taught us in divin* 
revelation, Wherein c * the bruiting the head'* in this text* wilt 
have a final illuftration and fulfilment. It is particularly poin- 
ted out Rev* 20. iOth and 1 5th, as hath been before explained. 
It feems felf-evidertt, his kingdom is in abfolute ruin, when thrf 
devil and his angels and all workers of iniquity 5 are configned 
to the future pumlhmentj and overwhelmed in ruin everlarang* 
All rule, authority and power oppofing the kingdom of Goa 
and Chrift, and upholding the devil** kingdom j are eternally 

!>ut down. It is hell as will as death without order,~without 
uperiority or inferiority among the wretched i all are reduced 
to a level, held and punifhed as the criminals, of the divine jirf* 
tice. Juft as a kingdom or province in rebellion may be redu- 
ced by their willing fubje&ion, or by force of arms and juftic*. 
The whole may be captivated, reduced and imprifoned ; the 
king, princes, nobles and fubje&s, all in one ftate of condemna- 
tion and punifhment. The viftory is dompleat : all authority* 
power and rule which fubfifted in the rebellion is put down ■> 
and all without diftinAion upon a level in punifhment. The 
kingdom is, as totally in ruin, in this laft way, as in that of wil- 
ling fubje&ion. As to the reduced, in the one way and the 
other, there is a moft eflential difference i but none as to the 
deftrudtion and extinction of the kingdom itfelf. Both way9 
of deftroying the kingdom of the wicked one, are clearly and 
fully taught in fcripture ; and the latter as clearly and fully as 
the former. In this view this text gives moft important inftruo 
tion and warning to all men : it teacheth us to believe in the 
adorable Saviour here promifed and become his willing ando- 
bedient people, thk we perilh not, put have everlafting life, in 
him. And it warns lis to renounce the devil and all his works 
and ways, in a faithful fcrving the living God i for if we conti- 
nue the fcrvants of fin and fatan, the time is certainly coming, 

when 
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when this pfomiied Mefliah, will deftrOy the devil's kingdom 

in ah eternal deftruftion, and in fuch a manner as to compleat 
tht everlafting ruin of him and all his fubjedis. 

Proposition % VL " The fcripture language, concerning 
the reduced or reftored, in confequence of the mediatory inters 
pofition of Jefus Chrift, is fuch as to lead us into the thought 
that they are coriiprehenfive of mankind univerfajly." 

" There is one text he will venture to fay is fully comprehen* 
five of this idea, that the redeemed by Chrift are comprehenfivc 
of mankind univerfally." It is Rev. 5. 13. " And every crea- 
ture which is in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and 
fuch as are in the fea, and all that arc in them, heard I faying, 
Bleffing, and honour, and glory and power be unto him that 
fitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever." 
• Upon which he argues, " thefe words evidently look forward 
to the completion of the fcheme of God with reference to man- 
kind, or to the time of God's being all in all \ bringing in the 
finlefs intelligences above, as uniting with the whole race of 
Adam, in giving the glory of their redemption to God, who 
contrived it,and toChrift thatcarried it into execution." "And 
that mankind univerfally are the perfons finging this hymn of 
praife, in concert with the holy angels, he fays, is evident from 
the enumeration here made, which is in the fulleft and moft 
extenfive terms :" " for it is the creatures in heaven, on earth, 
under the earth, and in the feas, and all things in them." And 
adds, "the whole human kind are found in the places fpecified, 
and the fpecification of the places which contains them all, is a 
iure argument he intended to comprehend them all." And he 
quotes the defcription in the 20th chapter as parallel to confirm 
k. " And I faw the dead, fmall and great, (land before God," 
chat is Chrift the Judge, v. 12. " and the fea gave up the dead 
which were in it, and death and hell delivered the dead which 
were in them," v. 13. He adds, the creatures fpoken of in the 
5th chapter as under the earth, are thofe very ones, of whom it 
is faid in this place "death and hell gave up the dead in them," 
(the text doth not fay fo, it is without any proof) and " the 
creatures in the fea" he fays, " are the dead that the fea is here 
faid to give up," (all without proof) whence he concludes, as 
the enumeration of creatures in the 5 th, is n.ore particular and 

N n ftroay«£ 
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condemned ; for then the earth and feas will be burnt up, and 
be no more. And it feems a grofs abfurdity to predicate fight 
and hearing upon " creatures on earth, under the earth, and in 
the Teas," when in fa£t there is no earth, no feas nor any crea- 
tures in them, to be feen, Confequently, the condemned in 
that day mult be forever excluded a part in this divine fong, 
by the literal deicription in the text. And it is to be noted, it 
cannot be fulfilled in the new earth ; for it is exprefsly inferted 
in it, cc there was no more fea," Rev. 21 . 1 . Upon the literal 
confirmation, this mull be taken literally. And as there is no 
fea there for creatures to be in, the diftion of the text excludes 
a fulfilment of it, there. Moreover, if the creature muft be li- 
mited to mankind, and the conftru&ionftri&ly literal j it feems 
the fight and hearing muft be fo, likewife. And upon this 
fcheme, what a ftrange fight and hearing muft this be extended 
to fee and hear creatures on the earth and under the earth and 
in the feas, ages of ages after the future judgment; and as many 
ages, after there has had been in fa£V, no earth, nor feas, nor 
creatures to be fecn in them. Surely, this fight and hearing 
muft be figurative with a witnefs : for it figures away the earth 
and feas and creatures in them, the very foundation of the vifion 
itfelf : it is fuch a figure as is not to be found in revelation, nor 
in any of the good rhctoricions of this world. Now by all this, . 
it kerns evident that hisexpofition which includes all the finally 
wicked in this deicription, cannot be fupported, but is every 
way confuted, by the ftridt, literal confbu&ion of the text. — 
Whereas, the fenfe we have given of it, is eafy and important, 
and well comports with the defign of the prophecy. I will 
only add, fhould we adir.it the "creature" here, means rational 
creature only, it will not follow that it means the whole race of 
mankind -> cr more, than the holy and obedient part of it, only. 
For two reafons : one is, that ic is common to find a greater 
licence in heightening defcriptions in poetic, hieroglypic and 
prophetic writing than in thofe that are didaftic, narrative or 
argumentative : and v/e are not bound to the fame ilrift rule 
of literal conflru&ion. nor v/ill they often bear it. And this 
limitation of it, to the holy part of the creation, will very well 
accord in the connexion of the vifion : for it is the holy ones in 

heaven, and elders from our world only, that are employed in 

this 
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glorious chorus, in the proceeding part. From whence it 
rional to fuppofe, this defcription to be a prophetic repre- 
ation of <f every creature" of the fame character, heavenly 
t and temper, on earth and in the feas, that in due time 
I be brought to bear a part in this divine fong ; and this, 
lation very clearly teaches, will be the truth of faft. The 
r reafon is, that it is agreeable to the fpirit of the prophetic 
ings, to ufe fuch a ftrong manner of defcription when the 
ids of God and his people, only, are intended. Of this we 
a a decifive example in the univerfal fong of praife of all in 
ren and earth in the deftru&ion of old Babylon, Jer. 5 1 . 48. 
hen the heaven and the earth, and all that is therein^ fhal! 
for Babylon : for the fpoiler (hall come unto her, from the 
h, faith the Lord/' Now a man of ingenuity, who had a 
me to fupport by it, would make it very plaufible, that 
kind univerfally were concerned in this fong. He would 
by " heaven and earth" are meant the intelligent inhabit- 
of both worlds ; by earth is intended earth and feas, as Col, 
6 ; and by " all that is therein" is included and intended all 
have ever lived, and died and been buried in earth and 
which comprehends all mankind. Whereas, what is in- 
,ed by this ftrong defcription is the friends of God, of juftxce 
of the people of God, the jews who were to have deliver- 
: by it. The many millions in the foregoing ages, who were 
* off the ftage, could have no concern in it. The numerous 
ydonians who were ruined by the judgment, muft certainly 
xcepted, notwithftanding " the all that is therein :" they 
d not chant the fong of their own deftru&ion againft the 
* of felf-love, the natural defire of life and good, and the 
: deep-rooted affe&ions of nature ; the fuppofitfon, is the 
teft abfurdity. Again, their vaflly numerous connexions, 
ffinity, commerce, friendfhip and the like, confiding of 
y thoufands, perhaps millions, muft be exempted and ex- 
ed, on the fame ground. Now I fee not but the text in 
jt^ may juft as well have the fame limited conftrudtion. 
context clearly leads to it, and it is the fanftified in this 
d only fhall have part in the falvation on which the fong is 
iofedly founded. " The every creature" as applied so all 
tat diftin&ive charade^ is highly proper. And it is full as 

abfvjxd 
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abfurd to fuppofc thofe who {>erifh from the falvation of God, 

fhould bear a part in this divine fong, as that thofe who perifhed 
in Babylon Ihould take a part in that which was fung on that 
occafion. Now either this, or the expofition we have before 
given, I appjrhend, <c will allow the words their natural due 
force, and a confiftent meaning." 

We have now confidered, and I hope fully anfwered all his 
principal proofs ; but there arc feveral other texts which he, and 
others in that fentiment, lay weight upon, which require our 
notice. Such as the predictions and pramifes to Abraham, 
Gen. 12. 2,3. " And I will make of thee a great nation, and I 
will bids thee, and make thy name great, and thou flialt be a 
blefling. And I will blefe them that blefs thee, and curfe him, 
that curlcth thee ; and in thee (hall all the families of the earth 
be bleifed." And chap, 18. 18. " And all the nations of the 
earth fhall be bleflfed in him," And chap, 22. 18, " In thy 
feed fhall all the nations of the earth be blefTed," Chap. 15. 5. 
cc Look now toward heaven, arid tell the ftars, if thou be ^ble 
to number them : and he faid unto him, fo fhall thy feed be." 
Upon thefe texts, it is faid, iC that all nations and all the famir 
lies of the earth" is naturally expreffive of all mankind y and fo 
ulcd in fcripture. That the words confidered in themfelves, 
and much more in connexion with the other texts he hath pro- 
duced, very readily offer this fenfe : and that none other fully 
comes up to the number exprefled in the laft :|| and enquires, 
what conftruftion can be more honourable ? &c. We reply, 
that which is true, and agreeable to fact. This delcant we 
judge too fuperficial, to form adecifive or probable conclufi- 
on upon. So likewife, is his general delcant upon fimilar pro- 
phecies and prornifes, couched in general terms and ftrong de- 
scriptions. He fays, the partial events, to which they are ap- 
plied commonly, by no means come up to the full meaning of 
the ftrong and extenfively benevolent terms, in which they are 
exprelTed, " and bv fuch conftrudtions, there is danger of expo- 
fing the oracles of God to contempt," p. 251. And I find 
other writers lay great ftrefs upon the univerfal terms, " all the 
ends of the earth," " all people," "nations" "kingdoms" "all 
flefl^" &c. in which thefe predi&ions are delivered. It may 

net 
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not therefore be improper in this place, to difcufs the fubjeft 

generally, to remove the force of thefe arguments, at once. 
And it feems the more proper and requifite, becaufe thefe others 
are chiefly fummary repetitions, or more particular illuftrations 
of thefe grand prediftions and promifes made to Abraham ; 
referring to the fame grand defign and work of God. The 
difcuflion of the fubjeft in two points of view, perhaps may fee 
it in a clear and convincing light, (i.) By fhewing, it is not 
the defign of thefe or any other texts of fcripture, to indicate 
and afcertain the precife number of mankind that fhall finally 
be faved. ( sdly . ) That neither thefe or any other prediftions 
will bear their coaftruftioh, which is confuted by reafon, fcrip- 
ture and faft. In the firft place, it feems evident, it is not the 
defign of revelation, to afcertain the numbers that fhall finally 
be faved : it is a fecret with God, which he hath never revealed. 
It is a curiofity, could do us no good ; and is wifely concealed 
from us : the whole. tenor of revelation teaches, it turns upon 
the charafters formed by his grace in this world ; and therefore 
cannot be known by men, only in the day of judgment, when 
the charafters and ftates of all men will be difclofed and finally 
fettled. Had this been the defign of God, why a repetition 
of promifes, which, in the expreffions and connexions of them 
by no means carry this fentiment in them ? when one promife 
plainly exprefling all mankind, would have decided the matter ? 
It is not given, and certainly was not defigned. When the 
queftion was moved to our Saviour, cc Are there few that be 
faved ?" Luke 13. 23. our Lord had the faireft occafion in the 
world, to fettle this matter decifively, by his own authority, as 
to the full extent of the plan of mercy and the precife numbers 
to be faved. He hath not done it in their favour. Why not ? 
If it was a fit objeft of revelation, why did not he, who taught 
the way of God perfectly, reveal it ? If it is the very glory of 
the gofpel, how can we acquit him, as to wifdorh and faith- , 
fulnefs, in not publishing it, upon fo inviting an occafion ? 
Again, if taught of God, to Abraham, and to the chijrch by 
Mofes and the prophets, and was in faft a peculiar glory of their 
doftrine j why did not he, who embraced all occafions to ex- 
plain the doftrine of Mofes and the prophets, at leaft refer us to 
thefe promifes to Abraham, as a decifion of the c^ueftk^l m 



( 28o ) 
imiverfalift would have done it ; would have been glad of the 
occafion : for they do it without any occafion given. . Our Sa- 
yiour did it not, neither do the apoftles (tho* often refering to 
them) once refer to them, in this view. Why did not our 
Lord do it ? Was it becaufe " this doftrine that all men fhould 
be faved, was unfit to be publifhed to the world ? If fo, it con- 
demns them of prefumption and audacity, in adventuring to 
publifh to the world, a doftrine, that the wifdom of our Saviour 
judged unfit to be taught. Or was it becaufe, there is no truth 
in this doftrine ? this appears the reafon, in our Lord's reply : 
that all men will not be finally faved, as is conceded, it the 
next ftate be final, as hath been proved. And doth not this 
condemn them, for deluding the world with^rofs error, under 
the garb of a glorious gofpel truth ? It is evident in the reply 
of Chrift, v. 24,25,26,27,28. " that many will not fo feek and 
ftrive as to enter into life : that in the great day, all workers of 
iniquity will be configned to future mifery $ and the door of 
divine mercy will be fhut againft them, that they cannot be 
faved. And it feems evident from what hath been faid, that 
the precife number that ftiall be faved is not an object of divine 
revelation ; and that it cannot be defigned in thefe promifes, 
that all mankind fhould be the fubjefts of the bleflings promi- 
fed ; becaufe, the promifes are never fo referred to and applied 
by our Saviour and his apoftles upon the moft inviting occafi- 
ons ; as they certainly would have been, if this was their grand 
intention. Their conftruftion is certainly, befide and againft 
the intention of them. And this will be more clear, while we 
fhew fecondly, their conftruftion is confuted by the concurrent 

reftimony of reafon, fcripture and faft. Reafon and common 

fenfe teaches us, if they are blefled as families and nations, in 
Abraham and his feed, it muft be during their exiftence in fa- 
mily and national ftate : and therefore it cannot look back to 
the pre-exiftent ungodly families and nations who had a long 
time periftied before, and in the flood, and in fucceflive gene- 
rations after it, to that period. For it feems an impoflibility in 
nature, that they fhould be the fubjefts of this blefling accord- 
ing to the diftion of the text, that is, " be blefled as families 
and nations ;" when they then had not, nor ever would have 

I exiftence more, in family and national ftate. And befides, 
^ predictions 



• jttedidHons never look backwards, it is againft the nature of 
them, they always look forward to fome future period of time 
for their fulfilment. Neither can it extend beyond the end of 
the world and the laft judgment, for then the wicked will never 
exift any more in family and national ftate, to be in a capacity 
for thefe blelfings, according to the diftion of the text; Confe- 
queritly* the Ungodly who perifhed before Abraham,' and all 
the wicked that are: condemned in the day of judgment, 1 are 
Cut off from all hope of thefe bleffings promifed, by the very- 
language in which it is expreffed; Again, it cannot be exten- 
ded to all the families and nations cotempdrary with Abraham* 
Thedidtion is not in the pad, nttrprefent^but in the future terifej 
and points to fome memorable future period; wherein all the 
families and nations of the earth then living, fhall be bleffedi 
iiefides, the annexed curfe t6 his enefriies, fhews, that his enemies 
did not belong to the families and Nations that fhould be blef- 
fed in him : his friends fhould be bleffed; his enemies fhould 
"be airfed : but that hi& enemies fhould be cuffed and yet blef- 
jfed ifi hirri ; the fame perfons at the fame time, is repugnant to 
common fenfe, and a mahifeft contradi&ion; By thefarhe rule, 
the: families and naitions who faere accurfed of God, and a$ fuch 
devoted to utter deftrii&ion, cbuld ndt be the objefts of thefe 
fcleffinga : fuch as the nations of Canaan, the Amalakites, &c; 
who were devoted to utter cieftruftion and extirpation : to' 
fuppofe the God of Abraham fhould blefs them with the blef- 
fings promifed to Abraham, and curfey devote and Execute utter 
deSruftion oh them* as families and nations, is repugnant to 
all rfcafon. And it k alike certairi, that thefe promifed bleffings 
hath not come upon all the families and nations of the riatural 
pofterity of Abraham.- Is it true of the Edomkes ? or of the 
pofterity of Ifhmael ? Is it according to their charade^ a!nd 
ftate as predifted by the Spirit-of truth ? <c and he will be a wild 
man ; his hand will be againft every man,- and every man's hand 
againft him : and he fhall dwell in the prefence of all his bre- 
thren," Gen. 1 6. 22 ? Is it true of this nation cc that all things. 
«re reconciled in him," that they all bow to the authority of 
God, have the faith of Chrift, and the genuine fpirit of the gof- 
yel in love and peace and all gofpel obedience, as will be the 
csfcy when thefe promifed bk flings cqme upon all the nations 
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of the earth ? Who, that is acquainted with the hiftory of the 
Arabians, and knows their chara&er and manners, living by 
rapine, robbery , theft and murder from generation to generation, 
can think they are bleffed with the diftinguilhed bleflings of 
Abraham, as families and as a nation ? And St. Paul was fo 
far from admitting their unlimited fenfe, that in diredt oppofi- 
tion to it, he fhews us plainly, thefe bleflings were not to take 
place, in all the families of Abraham's natural pofterity. Not 
in his pofterity by Keturah, nor by Hagar in the line of Iih- 
mael, " but in Ifaac fhall thy feed be called," Rom. 9. 6,7,8. 
and in the line of Ifaac, in Jacob not Efau, v. 13. And' it is 
very evident, that thefe bleflings have hot in faft, come upon 
all the families, in the line of Ifaac and Jacob. Were the 
families of Corah, Dathan and Abiram and their wicked ad- 
herents, who perifhed in terrible wrath, bleflcd with the pecu- 
liar bleflings of Abraham ? Are the Jews now as a nation, in 
the enjoyment of this blefling ? when for more than feventeen 
hundred years they have been and now are difperfed, a hifling, 
curfe and execration among all nations, as predidted by Mofes ? 
Do all their families in this exiled ftate, enjoy the bleflings 
promifed to Abraham, while the vail is on their hearts, and they 
remain in blindnefs, unbelief and difobedience, caft out of the 
kingdom of God and become an execration ? Suchaconftruc- 
tion of thefe promifes as extended to all nations, and all families, 
to all mankind in all paft, prefent and future generations, feems 
extravagant in the higheft degree. When it is fo notorious in 
fadt, it never was, nor now is, true of any one nation on earth 
in this extent ; no, not of the moil favoured of Abraham's pof- 
terity. Moreover, their, conftrudtion fuppofes, the bleflings 
promifed to the nation^and families of the earth, are promifes 
of the heavenly inheritance to all, to whom they appertain. 
But upon what grounds ? the fcripture every where connedts 
this inheritance, not with a family or national charadter and 
ftate, but always with a diftindtive, diftinguifhing, perfonal 
charadter, in this life. The promifes of it are to them, that 
"believe," repent, who do his commandments, to the pure in 
heart — in a word, to thofe who are bleffed with the faith and 
piety of Abraham : thefe only by fcripture account, are fubjedts 

and heirs of the heavenly inheritance. But ihould we admit, 

thefe . 
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theie promifes defigned of the heavenly inheritance, ftill, their 

caufe is in ruins : for the curfe to the enemies of Abraham, and 
to the accurfed nations and families^, mtift be underftood in the 
lame way of conftru&ion, to be an eternal exclufion from this 
inheritance and confignment to deftru&ion : for furely, *the 
curfed, fliall not inherit with the bleffed. It is clearly, not 
neceffary to fuppofe, that all the members of the families and 
nations on whom this bleffing comes, are the children of Abra- 
ham by that faith whereby "the juft do live" and fhall poffefs 
the heavenly inheritance. Eli's family were under this blef- 
.fing, and yet his fons were fons of belial, and cut off in wrath. 
David's family were furely under this bleffing ; and yet his fons 
Amnon and Abfalom, were children of forrow to him : their 
wicked lives and violent deaths divefted him of all hope for 
them, beyond the grave ; and produced a wound in his foul in- 
curable by all the world— by every thing, but the grace of the 
covenant, wherein he hadperfonal fafety - y whence he drew his 
.comfort and fupport, as «all his felvation and all his defire," 
2 Sam, 23. 5. Well inftrufred and regulated families, profef- 
fing the chriftian faith and godlrnefs and in covenant with God* 
are under this bleffing of Abraham : to fuch, the apoftles apply 
thefe promifes, as Afts 2. 38,39. Gal. 3, 9, 27,28,29. and 
Gal, 4. 28. and yet, no judicious perfon will fay, all the mem- 
bers of fuch families are, of courfe, heirs of the heavenly inhe- 
ritance. So likewife nations, bleffed with the gofpel and dif- 
penfation of the kingdom of God, and profeffing chriftianity ; 
favoured with happy civil and religious privileges, and all defi- 
rable advantages for obtaining the heavenly inheritance, may 
be called, bleffed : although there may be thoufands of miferar 
ble fubje&s in them, who make themfelves fo, by their own 
folly and wickednefs, running their own ruin, for time and eter-* 
nity. In this fenfe Balaam, by the fpirit of infpiration, repeat- 
edly pronounced Ifrael, a nation bleffed, and that fhould be 
bleffed 2 in Numb. 23d and 24th chapters. So faya our Lord, 
<c Bleffed are your eyes, for they fee, and your ears, for they 
hear : for verily I fay unto you, that many prophets and righ- 
teous men have defired to fee thofe things which ye fee, and 
have not feen them ; and to hear thofe things which ye hear* 
and have not heard them/ ' Mat. 13. 16,17.. and yet he repeat- 
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edly tells us, many unbelieving, impenitent finhers under that 

bleffed difpenfation, would be condemned with the workers of 
iniquity. Thefe things ferve to expofe the fallacy of their con- 
ftru&ion. But the grand intention of thefe promifes exprefsly 
revealed, it fhould feem, mull clear the fubjett of all difficulty 
and difpute. Thus, we are defignedly taught in thern 3 that 
God would make Abraham the father of the faithful and laved, 
of all families, ages and generations ; as an example to them 
of falvation by faith •> or of that faith and piety, whereby they 
might befaved : as !Paul teaches us, Rom ? 4. ii>I2,J3,i6. 
Their conftrudtion is a cji^ft cpntradiftion to it, by extending 
the promife to them, whom our Lord fays are of their fatheF 
the deyil, who live and die without the faith, piety and works 
of Abraham. Another thing intended is, that the covenant 
made with Abraham, whereby his own family were bleffed with 
fpiritual bleflings and privileges in him, fhould be extended to 
all believing families of all nations and ages under the gofpel \ 
in which fenfe all thofe families fhould be bleffed in him * as 
in the texts fojrecited in A6ts and Galatians. But " the pro- 
mife to you and your children," is limited to the called and be- 
lieving in this world ; and is no where extended to the wicked 
in the future ftate. This condemns their conftru&ion, for ex- 
tending the promife to the wicked in the future ftate, befide* 
and contrary to the intention of it, for they are excluded out 
of it. Thefe texts teach us, the adorable Meffiah, fhould be 
of his feed, in and by whom, all the nations have all their blef- 
fings ; and all the believing and fayed of all nations, fhould be 
forever bleffed. And what is direftly to our purpofe is, we are 
defignedly taught in them, that cc true believers of all other 
n?tions, as well as of the jews, fhall be justified and faved in 
him," this infallible meaning is givenus, Gal. 3. 7,8,9. <c Know 
ye therefore, that they which are of faith, the fame are the chil- 
dren of Abraham. And the fcripture forefeeing that God 
would juftify the heathen through faith, preached the gofpel 
before unto Abraham, faying, cc in thee fhall all nations'be blef- 
fed. So then they which be of faith, (of whatever nation) are 
bleffed with faithful Abraham." Their conftru&ion muft be 
thus ; the fcripture forefeeing that God would juftify and fave 
all nations^ the unbelieving as well as believing, preached be- 
fore 
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fore the gofpel to Abraham. The apoftle limits it exprefsly 

to the unbelieving, cc they that are of faith " they and they only 
in the intendment qf the promife, are children and blefled with 
faithful Abraham. A man muft want eye fight who doth not 
fee their conftruftion in extending it to all the .believing, is 
in direft contradi&ion to the apoftle, and to the ihtendment of 
the promife, as explained and afcertained by him. And he is 
very ^xprefs in point, in afecrtaining the true intendment of 
thefe promifes to Abraham. He tells us exprefsly, the feed 
intended in this great promife, is Chrift, v, j6 # and confirms 
both the extent and limitation of the bleflings to them who 
believe, y. 22, c * but the fcripture hath concluded all under 
fin, that the promife by faith of Jefus Chrift might be given to 
them who believe ; and illuftrates it to the end of the chapter. 
And this extenfion of thefe bleflings promifed, to the believing 
of all nations without difference, and limitation of them to the 
believing only ; is a do&rine that runs through the fcripture, 
and particularly, all the epiftles of St. Paul, And he hath 
taught and illuftrated at large, this limitation of the bleflings to 
the believing only, in the cafe of the unbelieving jews, the 
natural pofterity of Abraham in the line of Ifaac and Jacob, in 
Rom. 9th, 10th, 1 idi chapters 5 fhewing, they have cut them- 
felves off from thefe bleflings, by their unbelief; and will re- 
main cut off from them, till the glorious period of the recalof 
that nation and their ingrafting in again, by faith. What can 
be more decifively clear, than the limitation of thefe bleflings 
to the believing only ? and their conflrudtion is as dire&ly con- 
trary to the grand praftical, as doftrinal intendment or thefe 
promifes : they are defigned to carry a moll powerful encour- 
agement and motive to finner§ of all nations, to look unto Chrift 
and turn to God and become his willing people, that they majr 
become the happy fubje&s and heirs of the promifes. But by 
extending them to all the unbelieving and difobedient, the 
force of this grand motive is annulled, and the great defign of 
their reduction in this world, becomes defeated. It is impor- 
tant to add, thefe promifes are defigned to teach and point us 
to a moft memorable future time, in which, all the nations of 
the earth then exifting,fhall literally and remarkably be blefled 
in Ghrift, with the bleflings of his kingdom aad grace,, with 
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family and providential blf flings, and that for a long and veiy 
glorious period. So that all the preceding fuccefs of the goi- 
pel with jews and gentiles, is but as the firft fruits to the full 
narveft, compared with the fulnefs of the gentiles in all the na- 
tions of them, and fulnefs of the jews then to be brought into 
the kingdom of God. So that an innumerable multitude out 
of all nations and languages, (hall be faved, Rev. 7. But two 
things intircly overthrow their conftru&ion : one is, thacthefe 
bleflings are appropriate to believing nations, and to all believ- 
ers in them ; and arc limited to them decifively, by the rule of 
expofition giveft us, as hath been fliewn. They are converted 
to the faith of Chrift, and fo enjoy thefe bleflings in him. The 
other is, that however great and extenfive thefe bleflings are, 
they come upon all, who (hall ever participate in them, in this 
ftate, before the end of the world. It is while they are in family 
and national ftate, as the didtion of the text plainly teacheth. 
And the fummary repetitions and illuftrations of the bleflings 
promifed, by the prophets, confirms it. It is promifed the Sa- 
viour CT he fhould have the heathen for an inheritance and the 
uttermoft part of the earth for a pofleflion."f But not a foul 
from hell. All the ends of the world fhall remember and turn 
unto the Lord ; and all the kindred of the nations fhall worfhip 
before thee. For the kingdom is the Lord's and he is go- 
vernour among the nations. A feed fhall ferve him, and it 
lhall be accounted to the Lord for a generation. They fhall 
come and declare his righteoufnefs cc unto a people that fhould 
be born, that he hath done this." £ Here the converfion of all 
nations is ftrongly expreffed, but as effe&ed in this world, while 
the fucceflions of mankind continue, or they could not declare 
it Cf to a people that fhould be born." cc He fhall have domi- 
nion " from fea to fea" and from the river to the ends of 
the earth. All kings fhall fall down before him ; all nations 
fhall ferve him."§ The whole defcription is in this world : it 
cannot be in the <c new earth" cc there is no fea" there. In that 
day "kings fhall be nurfing fathers and queens nurfing mothers 
to the church of God :" fervices peculiar to this ftate, Ifa. 49. 
23, and 60th chapter throughout. And the call of God, which 
will be made effectual to bring all the then nations of the earth 

to 
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to a happy participation of thefe bleffings, is, cc look unto me 
and be ye faved all the ends of the earth/' (including all the 
nations of the gentiles then living upon earth, but not a foul 
in future mifery -, they are left out excluded, and have no part 
in it) " for I am God and there is none elfe. I have fworn by 
myfelf, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteoufnefs, 
and fhall not return, tjiat unto me every knee fhall bow, every 
tongue fhall fwear. Surely, lhall one fay, in the Lord have I 
righteoufnefs and ftrength ; even to him fhall men come, and 
all that are incenfed againft him fhall be afhamed." (This 
claufe and fome parallel texts feemto intimate, that there might 
remain fome individuals, unreconciled enemies, but they fhould 
be fo few and feeble, as to be afhamed and confounded, and in- 
capable of offence anddifturbanceinall God's holy mountain.") 
And the jewifh nation in all its fulnefs, at that time, fhall par- 
take in thefe bleffings. " In the Lord fhall all the feed q£ 
Ifrael be juftified and glory," Ifa. 45. 22,3,4,5. and this work 
of God, is fo particularly and decifivelyfet forth as to be accom- 
plifhed in this world, in Ifai. 66. 19,20,21,22,23 verfes, and 
parallel texts, as that the evidence cannot be evaded. Verfe 
23. " And it fhall come to pafs, that from one new moon to 
another, and from one fabbath to another fhall all flefh come 
to worihip before me, faith the Lord." Then, cc the glad tid- 
ings of great joy unto all people" announced by the angel at 
the birth of our Saviour, will be literally verified, to all people, 
nations and languages upon earth. Then, cf the Spirit will be 
poured out upon all flefh. "|| "All flefh fhall come to him, 
who heareth prayer. "f " The glory of the Lord fhall be re- 
vealed, and all flefh fhall fee it together 5 for the mouth of the 
Lord hath fpoken it :"* and all flefh fhall fee the falvation of 
God." J But when ? the prophet tells us, it will be jduring the 
continuance of the prefent planetary fyftem and revolutions of 
days and months, before the earth is burnt up : when it fhall 
come to pafs <f that all flefh fhall come and worfhip before the 
Lord, from one new moon and fabbath to another." So that 
if thefe texts teach that all men fhall be faved ; they alfo teach 
they will all be believers and true worfhipers of God ; and will 
fee and enjoy the beginings of this falvation, in this world $ 

before 
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before the 1 aft judgment and final conflagration. And whefl 
this call of God, (hall have its full effeft, in the ingathering of 
the fulnefsof jews and gentiles ( while they exift as nations in this 
world) into the kingdom of God; then, thefe great promifes to 
Abraham, will have their full accompliihment : andfo, as that 
<c all the Ifrael of God" defignedinthem (including the natural 
and fpiricual feed of Abraham, as expounded by Paul) cc fhall 
be faved." Confequcntly, all the unbelieving and ungodly, 
who arc condemned in the day of judgment, are excluded theft 
promifes, and mult remain forever excluded the bleflings of 
them. And fanciful theorifts, may as well imaging the Whole 
of this divine work of ingathering and blefiing the nations^ 
ihall be efie&ed not on this earth* but in the moon j as that 
any part of it lhall be effected for the wicked j after the day of 
judgment. There is no time, or place found and allotted in 
fcripture, for fuch a purpofe* Then " time {hall be no longer" 
no more. And there is no place in the univerfe revealed, in 
which this great change in nature, chafafter and ftate can be 
effe&ed, in them. Not in heaven, fof the change muft be 
wrought before, any can enter there : not in hell, for that is a 
place and ftate of wrath without mercy, of weeping and iriifcry, 
and not of joy and falvation. Not in the new earth, for the 
bleflings of it are the inheritance of them that overcome— and 
the wicked have another inheritance affigned them — " their 
portion is in the lake of fire/' Rev. 21. 1,7,8. And to fuppofe 
it to be effefted in fome new created tranfmutation world, is a 
fpecies of infidelity, and fuch an unfcriptural romantic creature 
of imagination, as is unworthy any regard by any fober, judi- 
cious chriftian, whofe faith is bounded by revelation. So that 
their conftrudlion of thefe glorious predidions and promifes, 
ftands every way confuted in fcripture. But thofe words arc 
cited Rom. 11.32. " God hath concluded them all in unbelief, 
that he might have mercy upon all :" it is faid this may have 
reference, to a more full admiffion of jews and gentiles in the 
collective fenfe into Chrift's kingdom on earth ; but may not 
be the principal meaning : that it is capable of a more exten- 
five fenfe, and to extend it to mankind univerfally, is thought 
the moft noble and fignificant, p. 247, 8, This text feems de- 
figned to exhibit the riches, fovereignty and glory of God's 

mercy 



ftlfcfcyrrt the falvation of both jews and gentiles ; inasmuch as 
When it is difplayed eiBcacioufiy for their rcitoration and falva- 
tion, it finds them, all, in a ftate of unbelief. And there are 
fcwo rules in the defcription of this divine work (to name no 
more) that make it evident, it is wrought in this world, and 
cannot be extended to all mankind. As (t.) this great work 
Of mercy in the reftoration of both, is by " grafting," and there 
is but oneway of "grafting," by faith in Chrift, which is pecu- 
liar to this date* " The jews were broken off by unbelief/* 
f< the. gentiles were grafted by faith" cc and ftand by faith," v., 
20. and " the jews (hall be graffed in again, v. 24. as a nation 
they fhall be converted to the faith of Chrift " fhall look to 
him whom they have pierced and mourn," &c* fo, fhall their 
iniquities be pardoned, and they be bleffed with the bleflings 
of Abraham, and of Chrift, and with the joys of his falvation- 
This method of mercy in faving finners whether jew or gentile 
the apoftle teaches exprefsly, and profefledly in this chapter, 
in this great work of mercy in the reftoration of the fulnefs of 
jews and gentiles : and he teacheth none other method, nor 
doth the fcripture ; and therefore, this " mercy upon all" muft 
be "the believing," of all nations without difference $ and can- 
not extend to the ungraffed, unbelieving part of mankind* 
Which conftru&ion is mod noble and fignificarit, that which 
falls in with the profeiTed dcfign of the apoftle, and fupports 
the gofpel conftitution of "grafting" and falvation by faith 5 
or that which contradi&s and annuls it, is eafy to determine* 
(adly*) this great work of mercy, in the reftoration of the ful- 
nefs of the jews and gentiles will be effected in this world 1 
while they remain diftin<5t nations, retaining their national cha- 
racters* This feerns very clear in the feveral parts of the de- 
fcription : particularly, in the great benefits that fhall redound 
to other nations, by the convention and recall of the jews into 
the kingdom of God. " If through their fall falvation came 
to the gentiles, to provoke them to jealoufy," v. 1 1 « that they 
might return-" " If their fall, was the riches of the world, how . 
itiuch more their fulnefs," v. 12. Again, " If their calling a-* 
way be the reconciling of the world, what fhall the receiving " 
.them be" (in their converfion) u but life from the dead," v* 
*5« This plainly befpeaks them, to be at that time diftinft 

Pp '<&tti&M» 



nations, and rttaimftg their well known national charafters. 
Otherwife, how is it poflible, that their converfion and " ful- 
nefs" fhould more abound " to the reconciling of the world," 
and their reftoration be as " life from the dead " to the reft of 
the world. " And again, how is it pofiible, that the fulnefs of 
the jews and gcntilfes coming in as nations, can be fcen as co- 
temporary events, as taught, v. 25, unlefs they remain diftinft 
nations ? And this is a note of its accomplifliment in this world, 
taught by our Saviour, and repeatedly by the prophets, H as well 
as by the apoftle here. And this point is further confirmed in 
the following context. For upon the coming in of the fulnefs 
of jews and gentiles, is immediately added, v. 26, <c and fo all 
Ifrael fhall be fayed." And this work of mercy is confirmed 
in that and the three following verfes : and then illultrated v. 
30,31. <c For as ye in times paft have not believed, yet how 
have obtained mercy through their unbelief: even fo have thefe 
&lfo not now believed, that through your mercy, they alfo may 
obtain mercy." As fure as the one had obtained the mercy to 
be ingraffed, by faith, fo furely (hould the other obtain the like 
mercy, in this prefent world. Now if the whole of this work 
of mercy treated of, refpefting jews and gentiles, is in fa£t 
compleated in this world, it ieems evidently, againft the defign 
of the apoftle, to extend this mercy to all the wicked in the 
future world. I would notice one obje&ion againft what hath 
been offered : — it is by fome inferred, from this defcription of 
the apoftle, X€ that the non-eleft reprobate jews of that time, 

who 

|| It may not be improper here to notice one text, that hath been much 
iniftaken by fome, Ezek. 16. 53. tc When I fhall bring again their cap- 
tivity, the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, and the captivity of Sa- 
maria and her daughters, then will I bring again the captivity of thy cap* 
tives in the midit of them." It cannot be meant of the land or lake of 
Sodom, which it feems will continue a monument of warning to all ages 
and generations. Nor can it be meant of the Sodomites, that perifhed ; 
that they mould be recovered at the reftoration of the Jews j for it feems 
they will be condemned in the day of judgment, Mark 6. 11. But itmuft 
be the Gentiles, figuratively "Sodom, " whom the Jews in pride and con- 
tempt looked upon, unlefs they became Jews, as abandoned to deftruclioa, 
as the Sodomites. In reproof, they are here taught, in the time of their 
mercy and re flora t ion > the gentiles mould partake of the fame glorious 
ttercy, and in equal extcnl-gnd fulnefs. I know fome have taken it as a 
■reaming of utter ruin to the Jews, like that of Sodom ; but confidering 
* ftbfiqutjit promifc* to the Jtwi, I {refer the fenfc already given. 
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who were broken off by unbelief, enemies for the fake of the 

gentiles, will be brought in, " in the fulnefs of the jews/' and 
that literally all the feed of Ifrael in all generations, will be 
comprized in thi§ grand restoration, and be favcd." But i# 
the objection, it is forgotten, that nations live and are perpetu-* 
3ted on earth, in fgcceflive generations, only. Thofe that die 
qAF, are never rcftored, to make a constituent part of the nation 
-anymorej to be the fubjefts of its future bleflings or judgments. 
And confequently, the predi£tion§ of bleflings or judgments tci 
nations, have their accpmplifhment in the generations living 
in th^ time of their completion, and not in any foregoing ones. 
This ftrikes off the foundation of the pbje&ion. Befides, the 
fuppoiition that predi£tipn§ I09IC back to foregoing generatir 
ons, is contrary to the nature of them : the grand defign of 
prophecies, i§ to difcloie the defigns and future events of pro- 
vidence to take place in this world : the fates of mankind, thq 
bleflings or judgments to come upon nations, while they exift 
33 nations, before the end of the world. The ftate of $11 men, 
for the future and eterrial world, are to be fettled in the day of 
judgment, by the great propnifes and threatnings refpedting that; 
world ; and r>ot by prophecy, but by the fcripture rule of 
retribution. Again, it is not remembered by the obje&or, thaf 
the prophets predidting this glorious restoration of the jewilh 
nation, do once and again ftile them a "remnant." Though 
tfeis "remnant" will include ail the fulnefs of the nation in a}} 
their difperfions through the world, living, in that period. 
Thus are they ftiled, Micah 5. 7,8. and ch. 7. 18. and Zep. 3. 
13, &c. They are a "remnant" a precious refidue of that nation 
referved in infinite mercy, for the unfpeakable bleflings of that 
grand period, diftinguilhed in glory, by all the prophets, aboy§ 
all others, in the annals of time. Moreover, the method of 
their reftoratipn, is likewife forgotten, viz. " by grafting in a- 
gain." And there i$ but pne do&rine of grafting for jew an4 
gentile, and that is, " by the faith of pur Lord Jefus Chrift/* 
while' they continue hations in this world, as hath been fliewn* 
Confequently, the reftoratipn plead for in the objection, is an 
impofiibility in nature, without a refurre&ion of the unbeliev- 
ing dead, previous to the general refurre&ipn $ which is conftu 
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that the objection is wholly an antifcriptural, groundlefs mift- 
ake, in Utl. On the whole, it feems evident, in this difcuffion, 
that che predi&ions and promifes of blefiings to families and 
nitons, and of the works of God's grace, knd recovering mercy 
deiijnated in then, to be wrought for mankind, will certainly 
have their full accomplifhment in this world. And the marks 
and chapters of their certain completion, while they exift in 
famine* and nations in this world, arefo interfperfed and inter-* 
woven in the descriptions themfeives, as that they can hardly 
ciCctjje an attentive reader. It is clearly, the moft obvious and 
popuiar conllru&ion, bed adapted to the good of men, and 
wmch pei haps hath not been miftaken by one of a million, of 
thole who have read them. So that there is not a ihadow of 
evidence, in liipport of their dodlrine carried in the general 
terms in which they are exprefled ; nor a fig-leaf of hope to be 
derived from them, to thofe who die in their Jin$, but it is wholly 
cut off in their certain completion in this world. Neither is 
there any danger of difcredit 10 fcripture, by afcertaining their 
general intendment, when we certainly fall in with their grand 
defign j which is, the inftru&ion and beft good of mankind in 
this world, which is beft fubferved in the conftruftion given. 
But it is that conftru&ion, which renders them perfectly loofe 
and ambiguous, that is, difreputable \ that renders them fo du-> 
bious and lceptical, that we cannot know, who they refpedt 
and belong to, whether to the living or the dead ; nor to what 
world of iubje&s, whether to this or the future ; whether one 
already created, or to fome one or more, yet to be created j 
and forces us, to Vulcan's forge for a meaning to them : I mean 
* f a creature of fancy" made by the hammer of invention, on 
the anvil of imagination, This muft be contemptible in the 
eyes of j udicious chriftians, and tend to expofe the facred oracles 
to contempt, We have obviated his argument from Pfa. 68. 
1 8. in what hath been faid upon Eph. 4. 10. where it is cited, 
and applied to gifts and gofpel means, for the recovery of man- 
kind in this world, only. Another text ii Joh. 1 2. 32. €C And 
I, if I be lifted up will draw all men to me." Here it is faid, 
is no exception of any individual of the human race ; nor have 
any one a right to limit the merciful effect of Chrift's death. 

"But we haye ccr tainly a right tQ take thtj meaning from our 
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Savour, himfelf : and that he meant all forts and nations of 
men living, jews or gentiles, is evident from his after explana-, 
tory commiffion given to the apoftles, to preach the gofpel to 
all the living nations, and " to every creature." But he has in 
cffedt absolutely prohibited us, from extending it to final un-. 
believers, in the parable of dives, and by teaching us " they 
fliall not fee life" nor " tafte of .his fupper," and in the great day 
the door of mercy fhall be (hut againft them, &c. Another 
text cited, is Joh. 17.2. " As thou haft given him power over 
all flefh, that he might give eternal life to as many as thou hafl: 
given him." This he explains, cc that he might give eternal, 
life, to thefe all men he had fubjefted to him," p. 246,7. That 
our Saviour did not mean, cc all that were fubjefted to him" by 
€€ all that were given to him," is very evident from his own 
explanation cc of thofe who were given to him" in the fub- 
fequent context and other places. In the 6th and following 
verfes he fpeaks of thefe c< given ones" as <f given him out 
of the world," <c who had received and kept his word"— 
as " thofe who believe" <c for whom" he prays, in diftin&ion 
from the reft of the world : and in a parallel paffage he plainly 
teaches, he had this power over all things given him, for the 
purpofe of giving eternal life, cc to the believing" and not to 
the unbelieving of mankind : as Joh, 3. 35. in connexion with 
v. 36, " The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
into his hancT^-and the purpofe follows, <c he that believeth on 
the Son, hath everlaftinglife : and he that believeth not the Son, 
fliall not fee life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him," And 
he further tells us, John 5. 37. <f All that the Father giveth 
me, (hall come to me 1" they fhall become believers on him in 
this world. So that according to the explanation of our Savi- 
our, he intends " by thofe that are given him," not all that are 
fubjefted to him, but thole who become believers on him in 
this world, and no more. If any one thinks this ingenious 
writer underftands the meaning better than our Saviour, he will 
give him credit. Tit. 1 1 . t 1 . is cited, p, 248. "For the grace 
of God, that bringetli falvatiqn, hath appeared to all men." 
He fays it may be rendered, < c the grace of God, which bringeth 
' falvation to all men, hath appeared." Still the queftion is f 
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of men ? the next words anfwers the queftiop, and af certains 
the fenfe of thefe words, by pointing out the way, and only way 
in which it brings falvation to them, " teaching us, that deny- 
ing all ungodlinefs, and worldly lufts, we fliould live foberly, 
righteoufly and godly in this prefent world j" "looking for that 
blefled hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jefus Chrift." While this is the only way in which 
this grace faves all men, who will ever be faved : by fanftifying 
them in " this prefent world," render it how you will, thefe 
texts in connexion, will be direftly in the face of their doftrinc 
and conftru&ion. And I fliould think, no man in his right 
mind, can think, the apoftle intended to extend this grace to 
fave men, in fome future tranfmutation worlds ; when he fo 
plainly and decifively defcribes its efficacy in the falvation, of 
men, in their fandtification, in this prefent world, only. It is 
Cud i Tim. 4. 10. " God is the faviour of all men $ efpecially 
of them that believe." The connexion ihews, this text ha* 
fpecial reference to God's providential proteftion and falvation, 
and not that which is fpiritual : and fo hath been underftood 
by the moft judicious : in this fenfe, it hath no concern with 
the point in difpute. But if it refer to Chnft our Saviour, he 
may with great propriety, be termed the Saviour of all men, a» 
he is the creator and preserver of all men, and they owe all their 
mercies and bleflings to his divine mediation and government; 
jpd as lie hath opened a way by his death, that all forts, cha- 
rafters and nations of men may be faved, by faith in him ; and 
it is becaufe they will not come unto him, they are not finally 
faved : and he is efpecially the faviour of them that believe, a$ 
he faves them in fadt with an eternal falvation. No more,with 
force, can be argued from this text. Our Saviour fays, John 
10. 16. " And other fheep I have, which are not of this fold s 
them alfo muft I bring, and they ftiall hear my voice : and 
there (hall be one fold, and one fhepherd." . From whence is 
argued, the wicked in the future world may be thefe other fheep, 
fo as that the whole human race fhall make one fold, and have 
one fhepherd," p. 229. It feems nothing can be more arbitrary 
and groundlefs, than this conftruttiori : for our Saviour in all 
his difcourfes, fays not a word of their recovery ; but many 
things decifively agaiaft it, as hath been ihewn. JBy flxeep ja 
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the foregoing part of this chapter, are meant tKofe of a diftih* 
guifhing character in thi$ world j it is moft natural therefore to 
iuppofe in this text, is intended thofe who fhould be called and 
formed into the fame divine character, in this ftate. I have no 
doubt thecallingin of the gentiles, is what is meant, by the other 
flieep to be brought in. Hitherto, he had miniftred and col* 
le&cd his lheep, from the houfe of Ifrael : but he would bring 
in believing jews and gentiles into one fold, and they fhould 
have one fhepherd : which is a work appropriated to this, and 
not the future world. And this is confirmed in the language 
of the text itfelf, " and they fhall hear his voice," that is, thejr 
fhould believe and obey his gofpel,* which is the conftant mean- 
ing of it ; and this is the fpecial work of men, in this ftate : there 
isnothingfaid of it in the place of torment. Whoever be meant 
by "the other fheep," the text and context confirms it, that they 
will be brought in, in this world : the very reverfe gf his con-» 
ftru&ion. As to <c the good tidings of great joy fpoken of, at 
the birth of our Saviour, Luk. 1 1 . 10. we have fhewh it will be 
literally verified, when the fulnefs of jews and gentiles are 
brought in : and inftead of" a few people" as is fuggefted, an 
innumerable multitude will be colledtcd out of all nations and 
faved. And as to thofe that perifh, it is in their own default * 
and it would be impious to reproach the grace of God and the 
Saviour, for the fault of the creature. And as to the contempt 
lhewn to the common conftruftion, cc as poor and low," here 
as ufual — if it be the true, fcriptural fenfe, it is certainly the 
itiofl: important and ufeful to men ; and we doubt not, in the 
grand arrangement of the divine government, it is as far more 
honourable to God and our Saviour, as it is beneficial to men* 
We pafs to his general references, to texts which fpeak of 
God as " not keeping anger forever," as not Cf contending for- 
mer," (C not chiding always," and <c not being always wroth." 
,The fenfe given in their fcheme, is tho't the moft full and fig- 
nificant, p. 249. But if it is fitted only to delude men, it is the 
tnoft contemptible. I find not thefe expreffions ufed, but in 
reference to the temporary corredtion of cc the broken hearted, 
and them that fear God"— and in reference to the temporary 
fcorre&ion of the jewifh nation— to infure their national reftora- 
tton in this world, according to God's gracious promifes, no*. 



( *** > 

Withftanding the previous vifitations of his wrath t "atld in rc- 
fercnceto finnrrswho turn from their wickedncfs by repentance, 
in thisworld. I find not an inftance, where itrefpe&sthofe con- 
figned to the future punifhment ; and therefore they are all no- 
thing to the point in difpute. How great foever the encour- 
agement to faith, hope, repentance, &c. they give to men in 
this world, they give none to the damned. The next general 
reference is, to texts which reprefent the blefled God cc as plen- 
teous and abundant in mercy 5 whofe mercy endureth forever, 
is everlafting, and from everlafting to everiafting, and is over 
all his works." It is faid that a far more emphatically great 
and benevolent fenfe is given to thefe expteffions, upon the 
fcheme of univerfal falvation than the common one ; and that 
upon the common one they can fcarce have any meaning at all, 
&c. p. 250. In reply, it is fufficient to obferve ; the blefled 
God is thus glorioufly charafterifed,for thefe two purpofes, (1) 
to exhibit what he is to our finful world, under a difpenfation 
of mercy ; and (idly) to exhibit what he is and will be to all, 
who comply with the gofpel terms of mercy, and become his 
penitent faithful fervants, and meet veflels of everlafting mercy* 
TTo them, he is literally and in the ftrongeft fenfe of the expref* 
fions, "plenteous" and abundant in mercy, and " his mercy en- 
dureth forever," and is from everlafting to everlafting, &c, 
And in the firft fenfe and view of the fubjeft, there needs " the 
help of no art or figure," nothing but eye-fight and attention, 
to fee, his mercy extendeth over all his works, and creatures in 
our world, " the whole earth is full of his goodnefs and riches." 
And confidering the innumerable and aggravated provocations 
of finful men, it is fully and glorioufly manifeft, that he is lite- 
rally plenteous and abundant in mercy to them, in the plenteous 
and abundant mercies aftually beftowed on them in this world, 
and in his offers of pardon and eternal life to them, upon the 
moft condefcending terms of mercy : and 'tis their fault they 
do not become the fubje&s of his mercy, ftridtly everlafting. 
And this exhibition of his glorious character and mercy is moft 
wifely fitted, to draw and win finners to repentance; and for the 
fupport and comfort of good men, and the promotion of true 
godlinefs, which is the grand defign of it. But this mercy of 
God, is not to be extended to the devil and his angels, or to 
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finners, that are veffels of wrath, in a ftate or wrath and retribu- 
tion : fo to extend and apply it, is antifcriptural; In the ex- 
hibition given; the mercy of God, in the fcripture chara&ers of 
it, fliines forth, in full glory. Nor is it any diminution or de- 
rogation of it, to fu^pofe, it will never be exercifed to unmeet 
fubje&S i nor, in any way of interference with the rights of juf- 
ticei and the fupport of the authority and government of God. 
But tqfuppofe fiich an exercife of it, would refledt diftionour 
upon divine wifdom and mercy itfelf. But their plan of mercy- 
is eflentially different from that of fcripture j and jsfubverfive 
of, the gplpel conffitution^ and the authority and government 
of Godin this world j by emboldening men to fin and negledt 
the great falvation, to their ruin in this world, and world to 
Come : and is as reproachful to God, as it is mifchievous to 
hiankind, as hath been repeatedly fhewn. 

We nave now confidered the paragraphs, fingle texts and 
general references in fupport of the univerfal falvation of all 
men j and find no. colle£tive or fingle proof of any force, in the 
whole : fo far from it, that the bigger part of the paragraphs 
and fingle texts when reftored to their genuine meaning, are 
decifive refutations of it; And the palliating concluding ex- 
cufe, why it is not more clearly revealed, carries as little force 
in it, as the other proofs. Certainly a ddftrine of fuch magni- 
tude, if true, and defigned to be taught and believed in our 
world, would have been fome where decifively taught ; which 
we clearly fee, this, is not. When the fcripture is fo plain and 
repeated in teaching other dodlrines of far lefs importance than 
this, if true 5 and not a fingle decifive proof of this tenet given : 
ivhen the tenor of revelation is, prima facie, diredtly againft this 
tenet : and when it is excluded and confuted in almoft every 
poflible Way, in which the falfity of an error can be expofed and 
demonftrated : in fuch a circumffance, if any man will venture 
his precioys foul upon fuch a dete&ed, manifeft delufion j one 
Would think he muft be ftrangely inconfiderate, or infatuated* 
Weproeeedto, SECTION II. 

Evafions confideied. 

Several plaufible things are offered under the firfl: objection* 
to evade the force of thofe texts, which plainly represent the 
future puniihmentttbe eternal : as " evcrlafting fire/ 9 " ever** 
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lading punifhment," " everlafting deftrtlftloft/ , &c. I (hall 

riot purfue his mode of difcuflion,butfele& the feveral evafion* 
contained in it. Evafion(i.) It is argttcd from the nature 
and effe&s of the fire, by which, it is faid* this punifhment is 
effected : that it will have an end, and cannot be ftriftly* eter- 
nal. It is faid, to be as abfurd, to fuppofefire to be ftri£tly e- 
verlafting, as the hills and mountains : for it tends to an end, 
and will have an end according to the eftablifhed laws of riature. 
Therefore from the natureof the fubjeft, the term "everlafting" 
applied to it muft have a limired conftruAion* And alfo, it 
tends to deftroy whatever is caft into it> and we know of no 
bodies that can fo endure the force of it, but it will effeft their 
difiblution, in time. Whence it is inferred, the future fire and 
punifhment will not be eternal, p. 273,4,5,6. Tome this ar- 
guing, proves nothing, but how egregioufly, great men can 
trifle upon the moft awful fubjefts, wheh they fet themfelves 
about it. For it is admitted, p. 27 8 . cc that it cannot be "deter- 
mined, with any certainty * whether the fire of hell is to be un- 
derftood literally or figuratively." If foj why doth he plead 
fo much, and reft all the force of his argtringSjUpon the cc literal 
fenfe ?" when if it be nndcrftood " figuratively" there is not the 
leaft force in it. The figurative fire intended, may be ftri&ly 
everlafting, and the epithets joined to it, afcertain it to be fo* 
He argues, "the epithet everlafting is joined to the punifhment, 
on account of the fire that will occafion it :*' whereas, it is more 
natural to underftand the punifhment* asexegetical of the fire. 
And fays of another text, "it is called eternal judgment,becaufe 
the effett of it will be departing into everlafting fire." Whereas 
the obvious reafon is, becaufe, the effeft and punifhment of that 
judgment will be ftri&ly eternal \ without any reference to fire 
or any other figure. Again, he fays, everlafting deftruftion 
from the prefence of the Lord, is evidently termed everlafting 
on account of the fire that is to bring on this deftru£tion,p.a85« 
Whereas, there is no evidence of it in the connexion, as he fup* 
pofes : but it is more probably fb described, to give u$ the true 
idea of the future punifhment, it is an eternal Reparation from 
the life-giving prefence and glory of the Lord, in a ftate of 
mifery : this is cc everlafting deftru&ion." Where are we 
taught the future punifhment will be effc&ed by the material 
f. ' fire 
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fire of this world, that by the laws or nature will have an end ? 

Not in fcriptyre. Contrariwife, our Lord teaches it, the ever- 
Jailing fire prepared for the devil and his aifgels : and how the' 
material temporary fire of this wqrld fliould be a proper pun-? 
jlhment for fuch unembodied fpirits as the devil and his angelj 
}s unexplained, and inconceivably by us. Such entirely un- 
grounded arguing, carries no force in it. If the predication had 
been exprefsly made of the material fire pf this world, there 
would be an appearance of weight in it : but as the "everlafting" 
is exprefsly predicated of the fire of hell $ the fire of that invifiblf 
world, where Paul teaches us, " the things of it (without ex«? 
ception) are eternal ; there is not a ihadow of force in it, of 
ground for fuch a criticifm, Befides, if we are to argue tht 
duration, from this nature of fire, and the bodies thrown into 
it, " chaff," "tares," and dry "branches," it is fatal to their 
dq&rine. They fay, the punilhment will laft an "age," and tq 
fome far "ages of ages," but it is impoflible by the-laws of na- # 
ture, this fhort lived fire, upon fuch fuel Ihould laft but a very 
little while $ it can't laft an age, and for ages of ages. And it 
is abfolute deftru&ion to their do&rine of reftoration likewife, 
So that they are felf-condemned in their arguing, from fych an 
abfurd view, of the nature of the fubjeft. It is not from the 
Jiature of the figure "fire" but the epithets and properties, afcri- 
" bed to it, that we are dcfignedly taught the duration of this 
punifhment. It is cc unquenchable" < c everiaftirig fire," and a 
* c fire that never (hall be quenched," thefe are the properties 
afcribed to it. A^nd if thele do not teach it "unceafing" and 
€€ endlefs " there is ry> language that can do it. And it is 1ft 
forcibly taught, that it cannot be avoided, without diredt con- 
tradiction. For to fay it is temporary and will come tp an end, 
when we are taugjit it is unquenchable and cannot haye an end, 
juid it fhall never be quenched, ceafe and have an end j is a 
moft palpable contradi'&ion. Nor is it to the purpofe to fay, 
it will not have an end, till it hath effected the diffqlution qf 
thofe \yho fuffer it : for we are never taught the duration of it* 
by any fuch fuppofed effeft of it ; but by the properties and 
epithets afcribed to it. So that it is juft as certain, that it will 
be unceafing and endlefs, as that thefe infpired teachers by thefe 

^efcriptions, have taught us the duratioA of this punilhment* 
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truly. I will only add, the fubje A of cc this fire" would be plain 
and eafy, if men would give an impartial attention to the fcrip- 
turp reprefentation of it, in its connexions. " This fire" is firft 
taught by Mofes, Deut. 32.22, c 5 For a fire is kindled in mine 
anger" (that is, by the fins of the difobedient Ifraelites) u and 
Ihall burn to the loweil helf."|| This can't be the fire of this 
world, that by the laws of nature will come to an end/ There 
is no difficulty in fuppofing c 5this fire" of wrath may be eternal; 
as everlafting as the immortal obje&s of it. Yea, it miift be 
eternal, if the holinefs, juftice and power of God be eternal, 
and devils and wicked men continue the immortal fbbjefts of 
this indignation. This is the fire of " wrath revealed from hea- 
ven againft all ungodlinefs and wickednefs of men,' • ?? that is 
poured out without mixture" upori the wicked. This is the 
unquenchable, everlafting fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels and their wicked affociates. ' And there is no abfurdityi 
no impropriety in fuppofing this fire to be everlafting. And 
confequently, there is not a ftiadow of force, in their arguing 
from the nature of material fire in this world, and of chaff, 
tares, &c. againft the everlafting duration of the future puniih- 
ment. The facred texts, and arguments from them, ftand in 
their full force, this evafion notwithftanding. They feem con- 
fcious of this, and therefore adduce, Evafion II. viz. Thatthp 
fire and punifhment may be ftriftly " everlafting/' and yet the 
fubjefts configned to that punifhment, may not continue ever- 
laftingly in it. Several things are faid to render the fuppofition 
plaufible : " that the punifhment maybe faid to be everlafting, 
becaufe the fire is fo, although all the fubjedts of it, may not 
endure it forever ';" and God may continue this fire a perpe- 
tual monument of his juftice, becaufe in fo large a fyftem of 
rational beings, there may be a fuccefiion of rebellious fubjefts, 
to endure this punifhment ; and fome may endure it for a Shor- 
ter, and others for a longer duration -, and fome and fo many 
will endure it for ages of ages, as that in a colleftive fenfe, the 
configned to it may be faid, to be tormented day and night 
forever and ever," &c. this is ftrenuoufly argued by Mr. Scot 
and this author, " as a fuppofable cafe," and as certainly cc a 

poflible 

■ || It is well known " the lowefl fcheol" always fignifies " the hell," th« 
fv iixc place of the future puaifluaem of (he wicked. 
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poffible fuppofition :" as p. 272,284,5, and 304,5. thence Hf 
is inferred, the received dbftrine of the future punifliment can^ 
jiot be maintained. Upon which I would jtift ©bferye, thi$ 
evafion and the foregoing one are not mates and confident, but 
contradict and fubvert each other. Under the firft we Were 
told, that from the nature x>f fire, the word c 'eternal* * mud have 
a limited conflruftion, becaufe by the law$ of nature, it would 
have an end 5 and that it is as abfurd to apply the word <? eyer-t 
lading" in the drift fenfe, to it, as to the hills and mountains. 
But now we are told it is a fuppofable cafe, that it may be ever- 
lading, and yet the fubjefts not everlaftingly punifhed in it. 
This I am fure, fays he, is a poffible fuppofition, p. 28 5 < If this 
laft flands, the firit evafion is given up, and all the reafonings 
upon it, ftand for nothing. Such contradiftions, it feems doth 
hot difconcert thefe writers, and they are too frequent to fur- 
prize us : we are feafoned to them. But in reply to this fecond 
evafion, I would fay, as it is entirely unfcriptutal, fo it is an ab- 
folutely unfuppofablecafe, that the punifliment fhould be ever- 
lading, and yet the fubjefts of it fliould not endure it through^ 
out that duration i Foj thefe reafons, ( 1 ) becaufe, it is an ab T 
furdity qr contradiftion, in fuppofition. Punifliment and the 
fubjefts of punifliment, are fuch correlates, that the one cannot 
exid without, nor, any longer, than the other : no more, than 
accidents can exid without their fubjeft : no more, than life or 
death, happinefs or mifery can exid, without a fubjeft of the 
one, or the other. I deny it (sdly) becaufe, this fuppofition, 
would dedroy the force and grand intention of this threatned 
punifliment, to men in this world. The duration, is the great 
terror of this punifliment. And if it be revealed to be driftly 
^eternal," as is conceded in this evafion, it is certainly defigned 
that the whole of this endlefs duration, fhould have force to al- 
arm finful men, to repentance and life. But if it be once fup- 
pofable and known, that the fubjefts configned to it, will not 
endure it, throughout the endlefs duration of it : from that 
moment, the endlefs duration of it, ceafes to be an objeft of 
fear, and has no force. And coqfequently, the grand praftical 
intention of the revelatipn of it, is defeated. The duration of 
a punifliment for ages of ages, in the fucceflive fubjefts of it, 
jhath not the lead force of terror in iu any farther than each nib- 
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je£t himfelf perfonally, (hall endure it. Suppofe it, the moft 

terrible in nature or poflible, if it were to be but of one or twp 
hours continuance rq us j that duration and its confequences tq 
us, would be the whole terror of it, What others have fuffercd 
before, or may do after us, >yould give not the leaft additional 
weight to it. This we all do, or may know, by a moment's 
refle&ion. To exemplify it in the punilhment of mufthcr. A 
violent death, is the punilhment to the murtherer, by the laws 
of God and man, God announced it to Noah, and the execu- 
tion is indifpenfibly required. The eppvitted murderer cc mull 
fo to the pit, and no man may ftay him," This punilhment 
ath already exifted in fucceflive fubjedts, for fome thoufands 
pf ages and generations, according to the notion we implead : 
?uid will continue if there be fubje&s of it, in fucceflive ages, to 
the eqd of the world. And yet the long duration of this punilh- 
ment in ages pail, and ages to come, hath not the leaft influence 
upon any man 4 to reftrain him from the crime. It is the pun r 
ilhment with its confequences to himfelf, in this world and world 
to come, and its confequences to his relations and friends, gives 
its whole and full force. Our Lord perfedtly knew this, the 
jnfpired prophets and apoftles knew it, and therefore they never 
would have denounced the future punilhment to be evertyfting, 
and with an intention to awaken finful men to repentance 
and life* by the endlefs duration of it : if this was not in fa£l to 
be the portion of all the individual fubjedls of it $ the intention 
of the threatning could not poflibly be anfwered in any other 
view of it. Surely, that conftru6tion and fuppofition, that 
would deftroy the force and grand intention of this threatened 
punilhment to men, in this world ; can never be true or admit- 
ted. (3dly.) We deny it, becaufe the fubjefts of this punilh- 
ment; and their continuance in it, throughout this duration, 
are fo defcribed, as will not endure fuch.a conftru&ion and fup- 
pofition. Thus, our Lord not only defcribes the duration of 
it, but points out the fubjefts that fhall fuffer it, in its full du- 
ration. It is prepared for the devil and his angels, and they 
muft fuffer it. And he configns the finally wicked, to the fame 
punilhment and fame duration. And again, he decifively fixes 
the endlefs duration of the fubje&s of this punilhment, in that 
jawful declaration " where their, worm dieth not," The pro* 
' * * now 
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lidiln ft their in this connexion, fixes the ertdleft- duration of theJ 
ilibjedt, as truly as of the worm : for it cannot be "their worm'* 
if they ceafe to exift ; nor any longer^ than they continue to be 
the fubjefts of the tormenting worm * Their endl efs coexiftencd 
with the never-dying worm, is the very inftru&ion intended, 
and it is fb ftrongly and deci'fively fixed and afcertained, that it 
will bear no other conftruftion. If their worm fhall never die, 
they fhall never ceafe to be the fubje&s of it. This arguing 
goes upon the fame general principle adopted by our Saviour, 
in reafoning againft the fadduces, to infer and infure the refur- 
reftion and imrtiortal happinefs of Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, 
from God's being "their God/' It is grounded on the con- 
nedted relation in both cafes, that infers the conclufion $ and in 
both alike. And why doth our Saviour give this defcription 
of the never-dying worm ? and what intention can it aniwer, 
but ftrongly to convey this fentiment of the fubjeft of it ? 
Moreover (4thly.) the fubjedls of the everlafting punifhment 
in hell, are as particularly defcribed and marked out, as thofe 
who fhall enjoy the everlafting happinefs of heaven : and there- 
fofe, the conftruftion and fuppofuion we implead, cannot be 
admitted, without introducing abfohite fcepticifm, with refpeft 
to the future and eternal ftate. It is as certain in fcripture, that 
hell is the portion of all the wicked, as that heaven is, of all the 
righteous. And the threatnings are as pointed and perfonal, to 
all the wicked, as the promifes are to all the righteous ; and the 
endlefs duration of the punifhment is as much afcertained to all 
the wicked in the threatnings, as the endlefs duration of the hap- 
pinefs of heaven, is to all the righteous, in the promifes. Con- 
sequently, if the impleaded fuppofitionbe admitted with refpeft 
to the wicked, it muft be alfo with refpeft to the righteous j for 
certainly, the promifes and threatnings of that God who cannot 
lie* and impofe upon his creatures, muft have one rule of con- 
ftrtiftibn : and iffo, the happinefs of heaven may be everlafting, 
in the fame fenfe, as this future punifhment. That is, to be 
enjoyed in fucceffion, in the large fyftem of the univerfe : and 
by the righteous in the colleftive fenfe j not by aU of them, but 
by fome only, and who and how many of them fhall in faft en- 
joy it everlaftingly, an abfolute uncertainty. And this will 

make way for a <£vcrfity in- the reward, as well as*punifhmenc 
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So that nbtwithftartding theclearnefs, certainty and infallibility 

of thefe promifes and threamings, to all the fubjefts of thenty 
refpe&ively, as they ftand in divine revelation : yet* 6n this 
fuppofition, we are every one plunged into abfoliite fcepticifin 
how it will fare with lis perfonally and individually, toeternity i 
whether we be the iubjedts of the one or the other. . True, if 
heirs of the promifes* we may by fome of the promifes, be fe- 
cured of a happy immortality » but not in the enjoyment of the 
everlafting happinefs of heaven ; for this is a portionto be en- 
joyed by the righteous, not all of them individually, but in the 
colledtive fenfe only : and no one can know, it feems, by the 
promifes, how that will terminate in refpeft to himfelf; What 
deftru&ion this fceptick conclufion carries in it, to the moral 
charafter of God, to the force of thefe threatnings and promifes^ 
to the falutory fears, hopes and joys defigned to be awakened 
and put in cxercife by the one and the other, and to the intereft 
■ of religion and the kingdom of God, is too plain to nefcd point- 
ing out. And how horrible muft be the imposition upon all 
the rational univerfe, in the folemn fcene and fentences of the 
laft judgment, upon this impleaded fuppofition ? a conclufion 
fo abhorrent and pernicious in every view, together with the 
principle and fuppofition which produces it, muft furely be re- 
jected with indignation. I will add once more, the fupreme 
unerring Judge, will certainly fentence the wicked to this ever- 
lafting punifhment : and it cannot be fuppofedi, but every fub- 
ject, fo configned to it, muft fuffer it, in its full duration. For 
it muft be juft, and the very punifhment thrcatnedi to them, or 
they would not be fentenced to it. And to fiippofe it will not 
be executed upon all the condemned to it, is dire&ly xq im- 
peach the truth of the Judge, and the veracity of his infallible 
ientence. And again, it would be the higheft reproach to his 
charadtcr as Judge, to fuppofe him to ufe fuch a prevaricatinj 
ambiguity in a final, decifiye fentence, as this evafion mui 
imply ; as hath been before fhewn. In a word, a chriftian may 
as confidently, doubt and difpute his own being, as the veracity 
and everlafting. force of the final fentence, of the fupreme and 
infallible Judge. And therefore there is not, nor can be, any 
foundation for, or truth in the fuppofition, that the punifhment 
Uiay be everlafting, and yet the fubje&s configned to it, not b$ 
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everlaftingly punifhed. But the facred texts, that teacfi the 

endlefs duration of this punifhment, do at the fame time and 

with the lame force teach, the fubje£ts of it, fhall everlaftingly 

fuffef it. Such ungrounded, evafive criticifms (and we meet 

with too many of them in thefe ingenuous, fanciful authors) 

are not the genuine product of the noble art of true criticilm. 

This brings to view the genuine fenfe of Icripture, with peculiar 

clearnefs and force : but this degenerate kind, ferves only to 

cut up and mangle, facred texts and doftrines. 

Evafion (III.) is this, there is not the fame repfon to tinder- 
ftand the word "everlafting" in the fame ftrid: fenfe, when ap- 
plied to the wicked as to the righteous ; becaufe there are other 
texts, which fix the endlefs fenfe, as applied to the righteous : 
as thus, " that they can die no more," are equal, to the angels, 
are cc incorruptible," <c fhall be ever with the Lord," " receive 
a kingdom which cannot be moved," " an incorruptible inhe- 
ritance which fadeth not away," &c. Whereas <c k is not faid 
of the wicked, they fhall always live in torment without dying,'* 
or cf that their bodies fhall be immortal and incorruptible," but 
on the contrary, it is declared, cc the wicked fhall reap corrup- 
tion/^ "fhall be deftroyed,"^ " that they fhall perifh,"J 
u fhall fuffer death, the fecond death ;"* and it is faid to be re- 
markable this fecond death is fpoken of as effefted by the fire 
of hell. This is a miftake, the punifhment of hell in the whole 
duration of it, " is the fecond death," p. 277,8, and 286,7. 

In reply, I would firft take off the argument from thefe par- 
ticular texts, and then more particularly point out the invalidity 
of the evafion. The firft text is, Gal. 6. 8. "He that foweth 
to the flefli, fhall of the flefh reap corruption." Bv which is 
iinderftood, fuch a diffolution of foul and body as is effedted by 
natural death. But the fcripture teaches no fuch doctrine of 
the future world. " Corruption" is ufed figuratively, " for fin 
and the punifhment of it," which gives the true meaning of 
this, text. " Evil communication," it is written, cc corrupts 
good manners." Here is no diffolution of parts, it morally 
mars and ruins good manners. And it is fifed for the punifh- 
ment of fin, as when it is faid <* they fhall utterly perifh in their 
own corruption/ 9 in tteur|bs and the punifhment due to them* 

. - * *T Rr "And 



And this figurative is much the mod natural fenfe in this place, 
" they (hall reap the fruit and wages of their iniquity, affigned 
to them by the word and juftice of God. Neither doth the pe- 
rifliing of the wicked, by any means, carry the idea of diffolu- 
tion in it i as in the text quoted, John 10. 28. " And I give 
them eternal life, and they lhall never perifh." The perifhing 
of the wicked here, is oppofed to the eternal life enjoyed by be- 
lievers j and intends, they will perilh from the fal vation of God. 
This they may furely do, in a ftate of endlefs mifery. It con- 
yeys no idea of diflblution or end, in any way whatever. Nor 
can "their diflblution" be argued from the word cc deftroyed." 
For this deftru&ion is not or their beings, but of their happi- 
pefs, by continuing in a ftate of mifery, only. And this idea, 
with the endlefs duration of it, is plainly pointed out by Paul, 
in thefe words, " who fhall be punifhed with an everlafting de- 
ftruction, from the prefence of the Lord, and t^e glory of his 
power," 2 Thef. 1.9. It is fo far from carrying the idea of 
diflblution, that the contrary is evidently implied, viz. an ever- 
lafting feparation from the life-giving, happifying prefence of 
God, in endlefs mifery. It is certain, deftrudtion cannot mean 
diflblution, as fpoken of the devils, "unembodied fpirits," as, 
* c art thou come to deftroy us before the time ?" Mark 1. 24. 
and Luke 4. 34. it is explained by St. Matthew, as he puts the 
queftion, to mean "torment," only : " Art thou come to tor- 
ment us before the time ?" Mat. &. 29. It is evident, in the 
underftanding of the facred writers, " their deftrudtion," and 
their future punifhment and torment, means precifely one and 
the fame thing. Nor, can deftru&ion in the future world, 
mean diflblution, as applied to the wicked, any more than to 
the devil and his angels. Becaufe, cc the fire and punifhment 
is the fame, and the fame duration to both ; as hath been be- 
fore proved, from the words of our Saviour and St. John. Yea 
more, their own witnefs is clearly againft them, Mat. 10. 28. 
f c And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to 
kill the foul : but rather fear him which is able to deftroy both 
foul and body in hell." Deftruftion in hell, is not diflblution; 
the idea anddoitrineof it is defignedly excluded by 'our Saviour 
in this text. And if there was none. other of the fame import 
in the bible* this alone is a full and landing confutation of it* 
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« Diflblution," is a killing of the body, whether in esrfth dif 
hell, and no more : this, (ays our Saviour, men may do, and 
no more. But purpofely to exclude this notion, and bring to 
view an infinitely more terrible puniffimentj that God can and 
will inflift, he tells us, " the deftruftion" of hell falls upon foul 
and body both, It will not admit the diflblution of the body, 
for that is the idea direftly oppofed and controlled : anddiflb- 
lution applied to-thefonl, an " immaterial fpirit," is inconceiv- 
able, and a palpable ^bftirdity. Deftruftion here then* will bear 
no other fenfe than that we have given, " not of being, but of 
happinefs," and that is plain and eafy. From all which, it feemi 
clear, deftru&ion in the future world, as underftood and taught 
by our Savi(5Ur and his apoftles* doth not mean "diflblution ;'" 
but that conftru&ion is fully and deciftvely confuted, in feveraf 
texts. This prepares the way to (hew, the "diflblution" of thij 
wicked, cannot be proved by the word "death " and " fecond 
death " as applied to them in the future world : for we fee thii 
notion is excluded, in the do&rine of their deftruftion taught 
us s and it is particularly reje&ed and confuted by our Saviouhj 
in the laft text confidcred. And it cannot be introduced and 
fupported by the word "death" or by any texts whatever, a- 
gainft the force of fuch ^ decifiye authority, And if we take; 
not imagination* but the fcripture for our guide and rule, its 
feems the meaning may become plain and eafy. For "death," 
denoting the punifhment of the future world * muft have a dif- 
ferent conftru&ion, from naturaldeath y according to the differ 
rent conftitution of the two worlds : the one "temporary," the 
other "eternal." 2 Cor. 4. 1 $. This, to me appears an obvious 
£nd certain rule of co^iftruftion. " Death" then, as applied td 
the future world, is fo far from carrying the idea of diffblutioii 
in it, as that it is incompatible with it. It is "dying thou fhalt 
die" without end, according to the firft threatning. It is eter-^ 
nal x as all things-pertaining to that conftitution, are, Andthidi 
yule of conftru6tion ought to govern the meaning of all thefe 
texts, in the fame manner,. Rut in chreft contradiftion to thi$. 
rule, this author carries the idea of natural death into the future 
world j and affixes it to the fecond death. He gives us an ima- 
ginary defcription^fiti- top long to be inferted, concluding in 

this, " that u|)oriN^i &Mmw*tht% have do more concern 
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with that worl4,than the dead havewith this,"as before noted.- 

This is purely the work of imagination. Doth the fcripture 
teach us fo \ that there is a time when they will h^ve po rpore 
concern with that world ? no, it gives not the lestft countenance 
to this pernicious fancy, but teaches the contrary, < c their worm 
fhstfl never die/' The firft threading, ^dying thou (halt die," 
being ppppied to life and happinefs, imports a perpetual exclu- 
fion from life and happinefs, in mifery as lifting as their exift-; 
ence, as before noted * And it is obfervable, no more of this 
threatning is included in the judicial fentence of natural death, 
^han to anfwerthefe two grand purpofes, viz, to exhibit a ftrong 
teftimpny to mankind of the exceeding evil of fin, and God's 
holy indignation ag4inft it : and yet, be confiftent with a new 
and further ftate of trial to Adam and his pofterity, upon the 
ground of the promifed feed and fayiour. The fentence is not 
in the words of the threatning : the word death, is not in it, 
But < c duft thou art a and unto duft (halt thou return,'* This ■ 
fentence, and the execution of it, in natural death, were not de- 
signed to teach us the full demerit of fin, or the full punifhment 
in the threatning, Nor is the term fecond death, defigned to 
teach us a diflblution of txhe fame kind with natural death, in 
the future world ; and that fuch a diflblution is the whole pun- 
ifhment due to fin, and contained in the divine threatnings. 
For the contrary idea and do&rine of it, is clearly and ftrongly 
held forth to us, in the defcriptions of it, throughout the new 
teftament : and particularly by Paul, Rom. 6. 21,22. where 
cc this death" iscontrafted with the <c everlafting life'* that \s the 
^nd of the faithful fervahts of God : and in v, 23, it is contrafted 
£gain, with that *' eternal life" that is the gift of God to them : 
€C for the wages of fin is death : but the gift of God is eternal 
life, through Jefus Chrift our Lord." " This death" fo re- 
peatedly and dire&ly contrafted with eternal life, as given of 
God and enjoyed by the faithful, is evidently c< eternal death." 
So his friend Dr. Taylor underftands it truly. Now take this 
declaration of the apoftle in connexion with the words of the 
firft threatning " dying thou fhalt die," without end or eter- 
nally, and it gives the true fentiment of this death, as oppofite 
to that of a temporary diflblution, as can be. And again, this 
idea and fentiment, as contrary to a t^pofiu^y diflblution, a$ 
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poffible, is carried in all the literal defcriptions of this death 

and punifhment, as'everlafting, as u everlafting punifhment," 
"everlaftjng deftrudtion," &c t Moreover, to me it feems 
clear, the apqftle defignedly excludes this ide^ of the mortality 
of the wicked, and purpofely introduces & teaches that of their 
immortality in their refurre&ion, In Rey. 2p. 14. " Death 
and hell, hades, were caft into the lake of fire, this is the fecond 
death," The obvious meaning feems to be this, " thq wicked 
\n the general refurreftion, which he had been defcribing^ fhall 
Ipc raifed in a (late of immortality," There fhall be no more 
natural death to them— -no more diflblution and fuch 3 ft ate of 
feparation between foul and body, as hades ^ Thefc temporary 
punifhments are abfolutely deftrpyed, and are fucceeded by the 
fecond death, which is without diflblution, and without end* 
To this conftru&ion c *death fhall be no more," 4C there fhall be 
po more hades," this author qppofes two which he calls, infu- 
perable objeftions, p. 397. (i«) 4f It is not true in fa<5t> he 
fays, for the wicked after they are raifed frQm the dead, fhall 
die again, as we have repeatedly fhewn." It is true, he aflerts 
and repeats the doftrine of their diflblution, once and again : 
but this- is no proof. He neither hath nor can prove it. The 
argument then, amounts to this^ " it is jiot agreeable to his fen-, 
timent and conftrudtion, and therefore cannot be true." It 
carries all the force it can, it fpeaks for itfelf, without a cfom- 
rnent. His 2d, ^eafon is, cc if the total deftru&ion of death and 
hades be meant^ how comes it to pafs that total deftruclion is 
not the thing meant,, when the wicked arefaid in the fame words 
5<to be caft into, the lake of fire ?" The reafon feems obvious, it 
refpefts two eflentially different fubje&s ; the one refpecls tem- 
poral death and hades, a kind of puni&ment, which fhall be no 
more : the other, refpe&s the wicked now in a ftate of immor- 
tality, co.nfigned to another kind of punifhment, the fecond 
death, without end. Thefe things aye clearly confiftent. Atidt 
this conftruftion feems confirmed by ver, 8 th of the next chap- 
ter ; where it is. affirmed of the wicked cc they fhall have their. 
part (or ^portion" as the word is rendered Mat. 24. 51. and 
J^uke 12. 46.) in the lake which byrneth with fire and brim- 
ftone : which is the fed^'.death." The meaning (cz^rs this, 
J f the pufiijQ^ • ^ '"4 by ^e lak,e of fire and ijrirnftonQ 
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(dreadful and endlefs as it is) is the future u portion of thfe 
wicked :" this portion and punilhment, and not diflblution, is 
precifely the thing intended, in the phrafe cc fecond death/* 
The evafion tells us, it is not (aid of the wicked they fhall al- 
ways live in torment without dying :*' but* their immortality, 
unceafing, endlefs mifery is literally taught in thofe words cc they 
frail be tormented day and night forever and ever," Rev. ao, 
jo. the amount is the fame. And our Saviour taught it, not 
only in the deftru6Uon of foul and body in hell ; but in fuch a 
plain, ftrong and decifive manner, as cannot be evaded, in his 
afcription of immortality to their worm : which defignates the 
immortality of the (ubje6t, the correlate of the worm, as truly 
as of the worm itfelf ; and this muft be his intention, as hath 
been fhewn. It is very true, that immortality, incorruptibility 
joined with life, is not taught of the wicked in the future world, 
as it is of the righteous : and it is with wife, good reafon, and 
the greateft propriety : becaufe, it is afcribed to the righteous 
as their crowning blefllng and reward : whereas, the immorta- 
lity of the wicked, is the reverfe, A fimilar defcription would 
only have ferved to intangle and embarrafs, if not confound 
the fubjedt $ by making the fenfe ambiguous, as applied to the 
one and the other. Neither is there any reafon to think, it 
would have ftopped the mouths of critical cavaillers ; but would 
rather have given them more advantage to perplex, and em- 
barrafs the fubjeft. An unbiafled mind, finds the immortality 
of the wicked, clearly taught in the texts which have been ad- 
duced : and notwithftanding the ideaof a temporary diflblution 
is fo plainly, repeatedly and ftrongly excluded j yet, they will 
adhere to it. Another inftance perhaps may fatisfy the reader. 
Notwithftanding the apoftle has defcrihed a glorious refurreft- 
ion and happy immortality, as the appropriate privilege of the 
righteous, in the mod decifive manner, i Cor. 15th chap, yet 
we find they will have "death deftroyed" to. be death fwallowed 
up in the vi&ory of the wicked, as well as the righteous $ againft 
the tenor of fcripture and the whole force of the connexion, in 
the context. So that all his pains and clearnefs, doth not prevent 
this wrong application, Douhtlefs, thefe great fubje&s are 
taught and left to us in the beft manner* to prevent miftakes, 
bp avoid cqnfufion, and preclude obje^iftga. And to me there 
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appears a difplay of divine wifdom in the different manner, in 
which the immortality of the righteous and wicked as taught 

unto us. 1 will add, if thefe critical gentlemen, inftead of 

exerting the whole force of genius, upon the imprafticable, im* 
poflible attempt to transfer the fame ideas from a temporary, to 
an eternal conftitution and ftate of things j had entered upon 
the fubjeft, in a true fpirit of criticifm,iiipon the ground of this 
clear diftin&ion between the two worlds, they would havefound 
two things of great weight : one is, they would have found the 
immortality of the fubjeft, in all the everlafting promifes and 
threatnihgs of the gofpel. For it is impoflible, everlafting life 
fhould be enjoyed, butyby a fubjeft that is immortal $ or that 
everlafting punifhment fhould be fuffered, without the immor- 
tality of the fubjeft of it* And therefore, in all thefe promifes 
and threatnings, the immortality of the fubjeft of the one and 
the other, is as fully and defignedly taught us, as the endlefs 
blefling or curfe itfelf. It is fo neceffarily included, that it is 
impoflible tofeparate it in thought, or conceive of the fulfilment * 
in truth, and faft, without the immortality of the fubjeft. The 
other thing, they would have found and told us is, that the im- 
mortality of the righteous, as well as the wicked, is far oftener. 
taught us, perhaps four times to one more, in thiir way, by pro- 
mifes of life, that carry it neceffarily in them; than, in direffc 
aflertions of it- From all which it appears, the evafion avails 
nothing ; for althoggh the immortality of the wicked, be not 
taught improperly, as the objection fcems to require : yet their 
mortality and diflblution is denied once arid again.; and their 
immortality is .repeatedly afferted in ftrong terms, " in their 
worm that dieth not," which is equivalent to their living always 
in torment without dying, and "in death and hades caft into the 
lake of fire," and other texts that have been cited : and it is 
likewife taught, in all the defcriptions of their "death," "de- 
ftrudtion" and "puruihmtnt" as "eternal" and "everlafting " 
in the fame way and with the fame force, as the immortality of 
the righteous, is the moft commonly taught in the promifes. 
In a word, all the threatnings of damnation and the future pun- 
ifhment, and promifes of filvation, throughout revelation, are 
withoutend ; and confidently, all the promifes and threatnings 
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fubje&s of them : and therefore, what is fuggefted in the eva- 
fion can be no obje&ion, tp applying the word "everlafting" 
in the fame endlefs fenfe, to the wicked as to the righteous. 
And the argument, efpecially from the fame word in the final 
fentence, cortfidered in all the connexions aforementioned, re- 
mains in its full force* And I am miftaken if the truth and 
weight of this argument doth not appear with clear and ftrongcr 
force, the more clofely it is examined* I would fubjoin one 
argument more to fix the endlefs fenfe, as applied to the wicked, 
which I have not feen noticed by any of thefe criticks, which 
feems to be weighty, viz. the wicked will be fentenced to the 
fame everlafting punifhment, with the devil and his angels. 
And the word "everlafting" in this fentence, carries the immor- 
tality of the wicked, and the endlefs duration of their punilh- 
ment, in it ; as clearly and fully, as that of the devil and his 
angels. And it is an implied, full confutation of the notion of 
their diflblution ; as alfo, of their conftru&ion of the word "age 
and difpenfation" in the laft fentence. For where do we find 
mortality afcribed to them ; or, the word eternal, in this limited 
conftruftion, applied to fet forth the future punifhment of the 
devil and his angels ? they make not the vain attempt to prove 
it. And yet without this, the argument for the endlefs fenfe of 
the word continues in full force. For our Lord doubtlefs in- 
tended to teach the fame duration of punifhment, to the wick- 
ed, as to them ; in this emphatick defcription "the fire," "the 
cVerlafting one" prepared for the devil and his angels." If fo, 
and the word "eternal" as applied to them, is always "taken in 
the endlefs fenfe -, it decifively fixes the fame fenfe, in refpeft 
to the wicked. There are two fcripture texts cited to fupport 
this evafion, which will as properly be confidered under the 
next, to which we pafs. 

The 4th and capital evafion is, " that the word aion and ai- 
cnios, tranflated forever and eternal, are fo far from being con- 
fined in their meaning to an endlefs duration, that they really 
fignify nothing more than an age, difpenfation or period of con- 
tinuance, either longer or ihortcr :" and are moft commonly 
ufed in this fenfe, both in the old and new teftament. And 
therefore theprecife, duration intended in any place canno: be 

krown, but by the previoufly known njitwe of the iubje£t, or 

other 
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©ther panages of fcriptute which explain it. P.224,264, and 8. 

ct That if we confine ourfclves to the mere force of the word, it 
more probably means a limited than endlefs duration, becaufe, 
this is the moft frequent life of it in the (acred writings," p. 260. 
And to give the objection the titmoft advantage, and that be 
fuppofed (which it is laid* can never be proved) " that the 
word aionios,£terrial, fignifies duration without end ; ahd when 
tried in a limited fenfe, it is in a lax, lefs proper way of fpeaking t 
yet as the fcriptiirei has taught us this lax fenfe -, it may be fo 
applied td the future punilhmeftt of the wicked* and confe- 
quently it cannot by the force of thefe words tifed to defcribe it, 
be proved to be Without end* p. 270,271. In reply to this 
evafion* I Would remark fomc things generally, upon the feve- 
ral matters contained in it ; and then in a more diredt way e* 
V'ncc* the ihvalidity cf it. 

I would firfi. obferve, die life of thefe words fometimes in the 
lax, limited fenfe, is ho new difcovery of thefe ingenuous gen- 
tlemen ; it hath been known by learned men of fill ages : but 
that it is moil commonly ufed in this fenfe in the newteftament, 
cannot be admitted* For* it is allowed, p. 284. that it is ufed 
more thati forty times for the future ftate and life of the righte- 
ous : whereds, the whole life of texts for the limited ferife, "pre 
a little more than thirty* and fome of thcrh difputable. And 
When the numerous texts arc added, which characterize the 
bleffed God as Eternal and everiafting, arid which defcribe his 
being, throne, kingdoiti, power* truth, word and glor^,#s for 
ever arid ford ver and ever--and in the doxologes, it will produce 
a large furpluffage, in the endlefs fenfe. Nor do I believe it 
true in fa£t, in refpedk to the old teftament* The texts, that 
celebrate the mercy of God only, as enduring forever, are more 
in number than all they have produced for a limited conftrii&ion* 
And the texts that teach us, God is everiafting, that his arm, 
truth* righteoyfhefs* his throne, dominion, kingdom* glory and 
word are everiafting and endure forever, are numerous $ exclu* 
five of the promifed, everiafting rewards of the righteous. But 
1 have given no great attention to this, for with m? the frequent 
ufe of the words in the lax fenfe, is not weighty : wc mift have 
more folid ground, artd k more decifive rule of confti iiftiofi, 
for a judicious mind to reft upon, in matters of etgmal-concern* 

S $ ment. 
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mcnt* Which leads to another remark, viz* that the ffequeftt 
ufe of a word in fcripture, is at beft but a precarious rule — ajid 
that we muft previoufly know the fpecific nature of a fubjedt, 
before we can know the fenfe of a word applied to it, to me 
appears abfurd* Frequency of ufe is evidently precarious, be* 
caufe, if the fame word do not refpeft the fame fubje& and 
world, as when moft commonly ufed $ it is abfolutejy no rule at 
all, or becomes a falfe one. The word "God" frequently de- 
notes him who is God by nature, and it is frequently ufed of 
thofe who are not god by nature, and fometimes applied to men 
as gods by office, by delegation of authority and power. To 
determine the meaning otthe word, in any particular text, we 
never turn a thought in which fenfe it is moil commonly ufed, 
but by the connexion, we fee which is intended by the facred 
writer, and that determines us in a moment, without any refe- 
rence to frequency of ufe. Juft fo, fhould the evident inten- 
tion of the facred writers determine us to the limited or endlefi 
fenfe of thefe words in difpute. The fenfe of the fame Words, 
always ufed in a limited conftru&ion, when applied to things 
and fubjedls of this world $ is abfolutely changed, when applied 
to fubje&s in the future world, into endlefs. This we lee in 
their dWn example, of aionios "eternal" joined with zoes, life : 
For the word "life" is moft commonly ufed in fcripture for this 
natural, mortal life " which is of few days and full of trouble." 
And they tell us, the word aionios moft commonly fignifies an 
age or difpenfation, and it hath always a limited conftruftion 
when applied to the fubje&s of this world. By this rule then, 
both thele words ought to have a limited conftrudtion when 
joined and applied to fubje&s in the future world j becaufe moft 
commonly fo ufed and it is their invariable fenfe as applied to 
the fubje&s of this world : whereas, when joined and applied 
to fubjecb in the future world, " everlafting life," they are 
certainly both endlefs. And it is equally true of the words, 
"death/* " deftru&ion" and <c punifhment," when applied to 
fubje&s in the future world $ as of life, their fenfe is changed in 
the fame manner. This in point, (hews the falfity of their rule 
of applying the fame fenfe of words as moft commonly ufed of 
fubje&s ot this world, to the fubjefts of the future world. In 
regard jto^hej«pr^vioufly known nature of the fubjedt," it is 
^fj» true, 
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true, we rhuft be apprlfed Qt the general fubjeft treated of, 

Whether it be God or the creature, a fubje£t of this world or 
the future, in order to underftand it, But that the fpecial na- 
ture and properties of the fubjeft, mull be firft known j as that 
God is eternal, the fire of hell endlefs^ the immortality of thi 
righteous and wicked, and the reward and punifhment of the 
future world is endlefs, before we can know and fix the endlefs 
ienfe of the words, by which, the whole of this fubjedt is de- 
fignedly taught us ; to me is abfurd. Becaufe it fnperfedes the 
need ot teaching, if the fpecial nature and properties of the fub~ 
je£t be already known, Befides, upon this plan, matters of 
pure revelation can never be taught, if we cannot know the 
fenfe and force of the words, by which, it is to be communica- 
ted to us, without a previous knowledge of the fpegial nature 
and properties of the fubjeft. For by fuppofition the fubjedfc 
is before^ wholly unknown to us, Now a rule to explain re- 
velation, that renders teaching necdlefs, and by which matters 
of pure revelation (and fuch are the eternal concernments of 
the future world) cannot be taught ; is abfurd in a high degree. 
purely, the infpired teachers did not impofe this impofiible tafk 
upon Jews and gentiles, that they muft preyioufly know the 
fpecinc nature and properties of the fubje&s they taught them, 
as a prerequifite to their underftanding the meaning of the 
Words they make ufe of, in teaching them. Sq that thefe lear* 
lied criticks, it feems, have involved the fubjeft in fevenfold 
more darknefs, than when they took it up. For we are told, 
** the fenfe of thefe words cannot be known with certainty," 
but by their rules, and thefe we fee to be evidently falfe and 
abfurd : and confequently, they have thrown and left the fub- 

jcft, in a labyrinth of fcepticifm. Another remark, which 

'may tend to break the force of this objection, is this, cc that we 
always fix the endlefs fenfe to the word "forever" when applied 
to thefubjefts of the future world ; and yet it is probably as 
frequently ufed in the lax fenfe with us, when applied to the 
things of this world, as it was in thp days of infpiration : and 
we have no reafon to believe but that the limited fenfe as appli- 
ed to the things of this world, and the endlefs fenfe as applie4 
to thofe of the future world, was as clear, fixed and certain then* 

in the mind of th.ei^i^wach?rj aodof thcmwho w?r« taugh* 
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have affixed no note of limitation to any of the tWngs of the in* 
vifible world, thefc words fo applied, ought always to be taken 
in the cndlefs fenfe* And I fee not that any man carl have any 
mere right to put a limited conftrU&ion to them5 when fo ap- 
plied, than by interpolation, to infert a new* text in revelation* 
contrary to the general import of it. This makes *ray for an 
eafy anfwerto the argument from two texts of fcripture,toprove 
that the fame words in the laft fentencc may have a different 
conftru&ion as applied to therighteous and wicked* The texts 
are Rom. 16. part of the 25 th and 26th verfes, " Ac&trfding to 
the miftery which was kept fecret (chronois aioniois) fince the 
world began ; but now is made manifeltj according to the com- 
mandment (tou aioniouTheou) of the everlaftingGod." And 
Tit. 1. 2. In hope(zocs aioniou) of eternal life, which God that 
cannot lie,promifcd (pro cronortaioriion) before the ivorld be- 
gan. Here it is faid the "adjc&ive" as applied " to God and 
life'' upon the principles of the objectors* is to be taker! in the; 
endlcfs fenfe j but in both verfes where it is joined with <f chro- 
non" it hath a limited conftru&ion. The concluded drawri 
i;om it is this, that we cannot complain of the conftru&idn they 
put upon Mat. 25. in affixing the cndlefs fenfe of the word jn 
the fame fentence to the righteous* and a limited one to the 
wicked, as being hard or unreafonable, without condemning 
ourfelves, p. 289,90. The anfwer is eafy, the adjeftive as ap- 
plied to God, and to life in the future world, hath nothing to 
limit it ; and where infpiration doth not limit it, no man 
hath ;i right to do it \ and we therefore receive it in the end-^ 
lefs fenfe. But in the other part, there is a note of time and 
limitation exprefsly let forth ; and we accordingly give it a 
limited conftruftion ; and herein we are clearlv fdf-confift- 
cnt. But there is no note of limitation, as it is applied to the 
wicked in the 25th of Mat. or any where elfe, any more than 
to the righteous ; and therefore the ground of complaint re- 
mains in full force, againft them. And inafmuch as the fentence 
to both, is on the ground of the fame divine conftitution,which 
is everlafting, and by the fame rule anddodtrine of retribution ; 
of neceflity, the word mull be taken in the fame fenfe, as car- 
rying the fame duration to the righteous and wicked : and for 
other reafons which have been afligned. Thefe adduced texts 
Ik ' afford 
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afford no parallel ; they do not touch the force of the argument* 

•Which remains in its full ftrength* But it is ftrongly obje&ed > 
if Ad Cndlefs fenfe of thefe words be admited as the mod pro- 
ffer i yet as they afe often ufed for an age, and difpenfation, 
and iri a fax, limited fenfe, and the fdripture has taoght us this 
life of them, it cannot be thought hard and unreafonable fo to 
apply them to the fubjefb of the invifible world, and particu- 
larly t6 the future punifhment of the wicked, p. 17 1 ,27 9. The 4 
foundation of this obje&ion is fubverted, by what hath been 
already faid s but for a more direft anfwer, let it be noted (1.) 
they have never taught us this lax fenfe, but when the words 
are applied to the things of this world, to things which we know 
Co be temporary in their nature * or know it by their affixing 
fbme note of time in their defcription s they have never taught 
us the lax fenfe of thefe words when applied to the fubje&s o£ 
the inviflbk world i we have no inftance, example or warrant! 
for it i and therefore, Co to apply them, may well be thought 
unwarrantable, and unreafonable* (idly.) So to apply the 
words, is contrary to their manifeffc intention. The infpired 
teachers certainly intend to teach us the things of the invifible 
world, as "eternal" by the force of thefe words : and to teach 
them plainly, forcibly and prattically, as of the utmoft impor- 
tance to mankind, as before obfcrved. And in this teaching, 
they infallibly ufe the words in the never-ending fenfe j for they 
.cannot be taught in any other* It is of no weight to fay, they 
are often ufed in the lax fenfe as applied to the things of this 
world i and when fo applied, they have not the fame force as 
the word "eternal." t or let them be ever io often ufed in the 
lax fenfe applied to temporary things, yet when improved to 
teach us "eternal things," the never-endingfenfe muftbe fixed. 
For in the lax, limited {cn{c, eternal things can no more be 
taught of the invifible, than ptefent world. The moment there- 
fore, they intend to teach us eternal thing*, the limited fenfe is 
dropped, and the never-ending fenfe is infallibly fixed. Where- 
fore, as they plainly and abundantly teach us the things of the 
invifible world, as "eternal /' and by that view of them,to form 
us to praftical godlinefs : and as we know nothing in the nature 
of thofe things to limit the fenfe, and they have given us 
4)0 note of limitation to any of the fubje&s of die future world, 

Tt as 
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and night forever and ever" without limitation. . Yea, the idea 

of mercy and reftoration is absolutely excluded, in the ages ancj 
difpenfations applied to fubjefts, whofe ffcte is thus fixed in 
torment, by an everlafting cpnftitutipn ^pd the irreverfible 
fentence of the fupreme Judge. Nof pan it J>e introduced and 
ftippofed, but ag^inft the nature of the fobjeft, and fprce of all 
thedefcriptionsof the future pynijhipppt throughput revelation, 
For in all thefe defcriptipns, the ft^te of the fybje& and charac- 
ter of the difpenfatiop is fixed, and withput epd. This infers 
thefe ages and difpenfations to be without end ; and their neyer- 
ehding fenfe is hereby fo afcerfcined, as cannot bp ^voided, but 
by affixing to them an arbitrary ftipppfejl fenfe, in direct con- 
tradiction to the doftrinc taught and imported throughput re- 
velation. Their cphftru&ipn cannpt pe adniijte^ becaufe 
(5thly.) it is contrary to the great dp&f in? of rctrit)utipn,taught 
vs throughout revelation ; which afceftqins the Jimitpd fenfe, to 
all things whatever ip this world ; apfl $he peyg>fndipg fenfe 
to thofe of the future world, Wp have befpre prpyeci the fu- 
ture judgment will be final, the fenjepcespf the great day ifres 
verfible, and the ftate of the righteops and wicked will be un- 
alterably fixed by them, in the futyrg world. XW* doftrine 
afcertains the limited fenfe of thefe words, how often foever they 
be applied tp the things of this world 5 apd the pndlefe fenfe, to 
thofe of the future world, The do&rine pf future retribution, 
which is infeparably cpnne&ed with that pf dip final judgment* 
cjbth with the fame eafe and certainty determine the fenfe of 
thefe words invariably^ as applied to thg things of this, apd the 
future world. The fcripture teaches us but of two worlds, in 
which rpankind have cpneern $ this prefent, and the future, in- 
vifible world. And it abundantly teacheth us, the prefent 
world is a ftate of probation, trial and difcipUne for mankind, 
and the future world is a ftate of retribution, of rewards and 
piinifhments, only, perhaps there is no dodlripe more impor- 
tant to the kingdom of God, and pf greater influence for the 
good of mankind, fpr this world and the future, thap the doS- 
rine of future retribution, in its connexions : ppr do I know 
any do&rine more clearly, decisively and frequently taught in 
fcripture. Our Saviour taught it moft plainly, and in a variety 
of parables^ moft forcibly : thp prophets taught it, and the a- 
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poftles more abundantly : and in truth, this do&rine runs 

throughout revelation, from the firft prophecy of Enoch, to the 
Jaft chapter pf revelation. Indeed, it feems to be a do&rine of 
nature, written upon the hearts of all men, the future hopes and 
fears pf men without, as well as with revelation, bear witnefs 
to it : and perhaps, there is no one doftrine in religion, in which 
men of ^vll religions, and of the chriftian in particular, have been 
ipore ijnanimoufly agreed, than in this ; that the future ftate 
will be a ftate of retribution. Catholicks and proteftants, lu- 
theraps, calyenifts, arminians, and in general chriftians of all. 
denominations, have unanimoufly believed, the future ftate. 
after the final judgment, would be a ftate of retribution. Now 
this important fcripture doftrine of retribution, gives us an eafy 
plue with certainty to determine the fenfe of thefe words, as 
applied to things of this, or the future ftate and world. It in- 
fallibly fixes a limited fenfe to them, when ufed to iignify an 
age, or ages, and difpenfations in this world ; and fo when ap- 
plied tp thp hills and mountains, and to the earth itfelf : in fhort 
in every cafe, where applied to the things of this ftate and world. 
JJecaufe, from the nature of the thing, this ftate of probation 
3nd discipline muft and will come to an end j to make way- for 
a future judgment, and to give place to a ftate of retribution* 
And all things pertaining to it will come to a period in the end 
of the world * and the ftates of all men be fettled for retribution, 
in the day of judgment. On the other hand, this do&rine of 
retribution, fixes the never-ending fenfe as clearly and certainly, 
for the invifible world to come : it determines the final fenten- 
cps tq be irreverfible, the ftate of the righteous and wicked to 
be unalterably fixed by them j and the rewards and punifhments 
to be as everlafting as the constitution, by which they are awar- 
ded, and as the immortality of the fubjefts of them. For, in 
that world, both gqod and bad receive in retribution according 
tq the things dqne in the body in this life, and not according to 
what may bp done in that ftate, in reference to any future one, 
which would confound and deftroy the doftrine, as taught in 
revelation. A ftate of retribution that is final, is in the nature 
of the thing as £xe4 and encllefs as the fubje&s of it. The con- 
trary fuppqfition, is a flat contradi&iqn to the nature of the fub- 
je<5t, nor can be admitted byt by excluding the idea & do&rinp 

of 
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©f retribution, and fubftituting fome other eflfentially different* 

in the room of it. So that the limited fenfe of thefe words tvhen 
applied to things of this, and the endlefs fenfe when applied to 
thofe of the future world, is juft as clear and certain, asthe doc- 
trine of retribution j than which, I find none more fo, in HI 
revelation. With this key and the other expreSly given by 
the apoftle, iC the things that are feen are temporary ; and the 
things that are unfeen are eternal," the fubjefit is as eafy as it ii 
important to all men, the unlearned as well as learhed. And 
thus it was undoubtedly taught and received in the days of in- 
iration : with which argument I fliall clofe thife part of thfe 
ifpiite. But previoufty I would obferve, that what hath bten 
offered, will afford a iufficient anfwer to the feveral embarraf r 
fing difficulties fuggefted upon this fubjeft. It rs represented 
as a matter of furprize €C the word eternal and everlafting" ii |q 
feldom applied to the future punifhment. It i$ faid to be but 
five times ufed in all the new teftament," p. 259. Whtft then ? 
the final deltru&ion, death, damnation and perdition df the 
wicked, is abundantly taught, and always without end : ahd it- 
is taught in fuch forcible defcriptions, literal ahd figurative, by 
exemplification, by connexion and contrail, as to exclude all 
hope and poffibility of falvation to them, as hath been fhewn. 
And the do&rine of retribution, fixes the endlefs fenfe of the 
words fo applied, and fixes their ftate unalterable, and their 
punifhment as lading as their immortality. Nor doth there 
appear any hefitancy or diipute about it in that age, among 
thofe who believed in a future ftate. It is alfo faid, there is a 
very wide difference between happinefs and mifery, reward and 
punifhment, which makes it proper to underftand the word e- 
verlafting, in different* fenfes, as applied to the righteous and 
wicked ; according to the different natures of the fubjefts, to 
which they are applied. An everlafting reward, which is the 
gift of grace, is agreeable to our natural notions of infinite, per- 
fect benevolence ; but everlafting punifhment is with great dif- 
ficulty to be reconciled, if at all reconcilable with it. And upon* 
this gronnd we may well admit the endlefs fenfe to the one, and 
a limited fenfe to the other, p. 285,6. This idea of the nature 
of the fubjeft, feems no folid ground, of forcible argument.— 
T f the award to the righteous ahd wicked/ftands upon the fame 
I everlafting 
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ev erlafting confti tution, and i s predicated upon the fame grounds 

the thiogs done in the body," and is by force of the fame un* 
erring rule of retribution, and die fentence be given by an un- 
erring Judge, to a ftate of retribution, in the fame words to 
both ; of neceffity, the fame duration muft be intended and 
carried in them. Thefe diings together ought to govern the 
conftructf on, and not the nature of the fubjeft in that very loofe 
feofe of it. It is alfo to be noted, the idea of benevolence is not 
fuch a correlate with mifery and punifhment, whereby alone* 
the wifdom and righteoufnefs of it can be determined. It i$ 
juftice, and the wife, great and good ends of government, are 
the natural correlates with punifhment, by which to determine 
ijhe nature, degree, and duration of it, with propriety. And 
our ideas of infinite, immutable holinefsr, truth and juftice ar& 
as najtural, as thofe of infinite benevolence and grace. And the 
eveiiafting difplay of the one in the divine adminiftration, is a$ 
natural and rational an apprehenfion and expectation, as that of 
the other. Confequently, if the wife ends of government re-, 
cjuire It, it is no more inconfiftent with our natural and juflt 
apprehenfions of the true charafter of God, that he fliould dif- 
play eyerlafting rigjiteoufnefs, in the punifhment of the wicked, 
than eyerlafting grace, in rewarding the righteous. And it 
may. be further noted, that examples of final capital punifliment 
tp the cttfbbedient, may be as neceffary in the government of. 
God, as in thofe of mankind. This feems conceded and argued 
by the Dr. in his treatife upon the benevolence of the deity, p. 
244,5,6. and it is fullyproved in the many terrible retributions 
of providence in this world. And no man with force of ration, 
nor without.great prefumption can pretend to fct bounds to the* 
duration of thofe examples, in the.everlafting kingdom of God . 
and in the future ftate of retribution. So that this argument 
is of no force, and feems impertinently urged againft the corn*. 
mon conftru&ion and dodtrine. The argument againft the 
infinite ill-demerit of fin, "becaufe the aft of a finite creature, 
and from finite paflions," &c. has in general been fufficiently, 
ahfwered, in the firft part. But it is argued, if fin be aninfiV 
niteevil, becaufe committed againft an infinite God; then all 
Tinners muft fuffer to the. utmoft degree, as well as duration. 
This cbth by no m<;»as follow. It may on that ground, require 

an 
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terms,'in compliance with which, they may be faved : and if 

they perifli it is in their own default. cc An anthem of praife 
Was lung by the heavenly hofts to God, for his good-will to 
men/' And we fay with the greateft propriety cc if God fo loved 
the world as to give his only begotten Son, that whofoevcr be- 
lieveth in him fhould not perifli, but have eternal life." Nor is 
it the lefs to be celebrated, aitho' the unbelieving, in rejecting 
the terms of life, perifli in their iniquity. But, he fays, the 
total ruin of fuch multitudes appears to him a palpable incon- 
fiftency, with the grace of God exhibited in the gofpel. How 
lb ? when this grace is exhibited as bringing falvation to men, 
only, in the way of their compliance with gofpel terms, in this 
ftate. He adds, cc it is incredible that God fhould conftitute 
his Son the faviour of men, and the bulk of them be finally and 
eternally damned." But why is it more incredible than forGod t 
to appear in his glory as the redeemer of Ifrael out of Egypt, 
and yet the bulk of that people perifli afterwards in wrath, for 
their murmurings and rebellion ? It is furely credible, cc if God 
hath conftituted faith in Chrift the only way of life for finful 
man," that he fhould put his fandtion of infallibility and immu- 
tability upon it : and it is an incredible contradiftion to fuppofe 
final unbelievers will be faved out of cc the only way of life." 
It is alfo faid to be a grofs reflection upon the Saviour j-to fup- 
pofe they fhould perifn, p. 322,3,4. This hath been anfwered 
tn a note in the fecond part : and the reader ma find it obvia- 
ted in the Dr's anfwer to an obje&ion of the liKe import. See 
his note, fermons, p. 27,28. Further, can it be any reflection 
on the Saviour that he doth not fave thofe who will not come 
unto him for life ; and who cannot be faved confiftently with 
the gofpel conftitution ? furely it cannot. And this author 
maintains, p. 342, cc that their abufe of what is well defigned 
and adapted for their good, cannot be conftrued as an argument 
againft the difplay of God's grace towards them." And it is 
^equally true, that their confequent fufferings for this abufe, can 
refleft no difhonour upon the grace of God, nor upon the Sa- 
viour. But more effeftually to relieve and remove this diffi- 
culty, let thefe few things be confidered. When cc the morn- 
ing ftars fang together, and the fons of God fhouted for joy," 
to celebrate the glories of creation, was there not good ground 

for 
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for it ? and fhall this celebration be refle&ed on as groundlefi^ 
becaufe the devil and his angels fell, and will perifti eternally, 
in the fire of divine wrath, prepared for them ? In no wife. 
God's redemption of Ifrael out of Egypt, is a work much cele* 
brated in fcripture : Did they fing God's praifes for it, at the 
red fea, without grounds ? Doth his cutting off the bulk of the 
nation in \vrath, for their after unbelief and difobedience* refleft 
diihonour upon his character as> their redeemer, and upon the 
glory of this work ? By no means. No more doth the future 
punifliment of the wicked. Again, did God conftitute his Son 
a Saviour, to fave men in their fins, and without their believe 
ing on him and coming to him for life ? or did Chrift undertake 
to fave men out of the gofpel conftitution and way of life ? If 
not, the final perdition of the unbelieving and difobedient can 
refledt no diihonour upon the character of God and the Saviour, 
Moreover, we have rational, firm ground to hope from fcripture 
prophecies, that in the millennium ftate,bythe ingathering of 
jews and gentiles of all nations for fo many generations, and. fa 
long a period, that a very great, if not the greater part of man* 
Jcind, will finally be faved. But whether the greater part or 
not— we are pofitively taught in the 7 th chapter of Revelations,, 
it will be "an innumerable multitude out of all nations* whicb 
no man can number." And the falvation of fuch a numberlefo 
multitude, will furely illuftrate the fcheme of redemption, as 
worthy of God and his Son. Befides, thofe that perifli, tho* 
loft in themfelves, are not loft to the divine government : for^. 
in their fufferings they will minifter to the fupport of the au^ 
thority and government of God : and may ferve an important; 
purpofe of everlaftinglftftriHftionj to the grand moral fyftem of 
the creation ; and in that way, promote the great good of it. 
And further, the few comparatively, that are laved in the ages 
foregoing the millennium ; may ferve to illuftrate, with pecu-> 
liar luftre, the fovereignty, riches, glory ahd efficacy of the 
grace of God, with the all-fufficiency of the Saviour, in faving 
them, in the midft of fuch a world of corruption,, fnares ancfr 
dangers, by which multitudes perish. This may be tho't 3 
fufficient vindication. But there is another way to anfwer and 
remove the difficulty. If the conftitution and adminiftratioi* 

«f the divine government be abfoiutely perfect ;_ particularly, if 

•1 God. 
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God hath formed an inftitution and opened a dilpenfation, lfl 

his infinite wifdom and grace, well fitted to fave a perifhing 
world, and worthy of all acceptation : and it is in fa6t conduced 
with infinite wifdom and propriety, in all ages & difpenfatipns | 
and all that comply with the terms of life and become his obe- 
dient fervants, (hall receive falvation, with eternal glory : an<j 
the punilhmerit of the rebellious, fliall fervc important purpo- 
fes in the divine government : fo that in the fettlemcnt of his 
kingdom in the great day, glory will redound to God in the 
higheft : which fafts, no believer in revelation can deny ; then 
the charafter of God, of the Saviour, and of the divine govern- 
ment, is fully vindicated and exalted in hQnour ; be the faved 
and loft in the proportion of it, as it may. It depends not upon 
this laft circumftance, but a higher view of the fubj£&,yiz. thp 
nature and ends of divine government fubferved $ and as being 
accordingly contrived and cpndu&ed^with abfolute perfeftion. 
Will any avow, th^t the wife legiflators and adminiftratprs of 
a wife, righteous and good government among men j are an- 
fwerable for all the rebellion, mifchiefs and fubfequent punifh- 
ment and mifery of difobedient fubje&s under it ? Shall the 
dilhonour be refle&ed on the wife managers, and not on the 
criminals ? no one will affirm it. The foundation of this de- 
clamation then, is fand. Or, will any affirm, that criminal fub- 
jt&Sy may not, confidently with the higheft wiklom and bene- 
volence, be punilhed adequate to the demerit of their crimes ? 
if they dp, the foundation of all government of God and man 
is overthrown ; and if this cannot be maintained, this declama- 
tion hath no rational foundation, to ftand upon. 7 

Let not the wicked dare to encourage themfelves from their 
numbers, that it will avail to open another difpenfation of mer- 
cy, in the future world. Solomon hath precluded fuch a vain 
hope : " Though hand join in hand (be their confederacy in 
wickednefs ever fo ftrong, and their numbers ever fo great) 
the wicked fhall not go unpunifhed." The righteous God, 
who hath declared it, is able, is refolved, and will put them 
down in final punifhment. He hath exemplified it again and 
again in retributions, already put in execution. Did the num- 
bers, the "legions" of angels that fell, open a new trial, to 
them ? Did tl>c numbers of finners in the old world, and in 

Sodom^ 
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Sodom, open a hew difpenfation of mercy and farther trial to. 

them ? by no means. And an unbeliever in the threatnings 
of Noah, againft the old world ; and of thofe by the angels a- 
gainft Sodom,' might have argued as fhrewdly, and in fome 
refpefts more forcibly, againft their execution t he might have 
argued, it is incredible, the infinitely benevolent and good God 
ihould deftroy a whole world of his children, rational finite 
■" creatures, afting upon finite principles ; and fave but a handful 
in the family prNoah : and when it doth not appear they were 
all incurably wicked^ and might not be recovered by fome 
means within the compafs of infinite wifdom, power and mercy. 
So in the other inftance, that he fhould confume fuch famous 
cities and plains, with fuch numerous inhabitants j and fave fa 
few in Lot'? family only, may be faid to be incredible. And 
in both inftances it might be further urged, they were in fadt 
in a ftate of difciphne, and under a difpenfation of mercy, and 
the time of general retribution not yet come $ and therefore it 
exceeded belief. But fuch abfurd reafonings againft the tjireat- 
nings of the God of truth, and the wife maxims and ends of his 
government, whicfy are above us and render the execution ne- 
Ceffary, are vanity. And in truth, their numbers and prefump- 
tuous fecurity in wickednefs, was fo far from fcreening themy \ 
that it haftened their righteous deftru&ion $ by rendering it the 
more qecefiary, for the vindication and fupport of the charac- 
ter, authority and government of, God, to let them forth as an 
everlafting example, of inftruftion and warning, Now, if the 
greater part of mankind be not finally faved, which many be- 
lieve will be the effedt of the great ingathering in the millen- 
nium ftate ; it is paft doubt, a far greater proportion of mankind 
will be faved in final iflue, than were found in the above inftan- 
ces : and yet the argument there from numbers, we fee 
avails nothing : no more can it in the inftance pleaded for.— 
The fubieft feems to be taken up, upon too fhallow grounds, 
to have force in it. And it is beyond me to conceive any wife 
purpofeto beanfwered, by fuch an arreignment of the divine 
character and government to the bar of our feeble reafon, and 
condemning it upon fuch flender grounds and partial views of 
it : and in truth, appears to have more evil in it, than I chufe 
to exprefj. " Tfye wiictaoi of this world, is fooltfhnefs with 

God." 



( 334 ) 

God. In fine, it is plead, " the proper caufe and tendency of 

evils and fufferings in the prefent ftate, is to do men good in a 
natural or moral fenfe, or both : and therefore it is rational to 
fuppofeit to betheobjefk of the future fufferingsof the wicked/* 
This is argued from the character of God <c as the Father of 
Mercies," and from this, cc a change of the mode and manner 
of wicked men's exiftencc" doth not infer achange in the nature 
of God, " who is the fame yefterday, to-day and forever," 
And 'tis the language of mankind, and of all ages, and of the 
fcriprure, to fpeak of God as the univerfal Father as well as 
Govrernour of men. Whence, it is inferred, he will be a Father 
to the wicked in the future world, and punilh them, to do them 
good. And it is laid, no good reafon can be affigned why it 
fihould not be fG, p. 325,6,7,8. The force of this arguing hath 
besM already obviated, in the firlt part, and in the fecond where 
this doctrine of difcipline is confuted. And it may be further 
remarked, that this ftating is partly true and partly falfe, that 
is, fome of the fufferings of men in this ftate, are for their good, 
but others are not fo ; and the conclufion will not follow :— 
for ( 1.) it is not true in fa*5t> in difpenfations of retribution in 
this world, that the good of the fufferers is the object, but the 
contrary. And thefe are the only inftances wherein, from the 
parity of the cafes, there can be force in the argument. The 
inhabitants of the old world v/ere not drowned for their good : 
nor were the inhabitants of Sodom confumed by fire from hea- 
ven, for their good : nor were the unbelieving Ifraelites con- 
fumed in wrath, and excluded the reft in Canaan, by the oath 
of God, for thnr good. And thefe examples are purpofely fet 
forth to teach us, that the fufferings of th'e wicked in the future 
ftate, will not be for their good j but for the fupport of the 
divine authority and government, and for the good of others. 
So that thefe examples are in poinc, and do in faft, fubvert the 
ground and take away the force of all thefe reafonihgs. I ob- 
lerve (2dly.) it is not merely a change of the mode and manner 
of wicked men's cxiiler.ee in that ftate, that is the fubjeft in 
dilpute i but they are changed into an eflentially different ftate, 
under an effentially different conftitution, and to anfwer a dif- 
ferent intention in the government of God, in that world, from 
what is their ftate in this. This is a ftate of probation and diC 
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cipline, wifely adapted for their good ; that of retribution. 
And we know that difcipline is abfolutely at an end, the tno^ 
ment that retributions and capital punifliment takes place. It 
is fo in this world, and muft be fo in the future. The nature 
of the fubjefl: teaches it : Why fhould it be confounded ? there- 
fore, there is no arguing in their manner, from the one ftate to 
the other. They may as well argue, that in the next ftate, the 
righteous and wicked will live promifcuoufly together, and in 
a mixed ftate of good and evil to both ; and will live in families, 
&c. as they do, and becaufe they do fo, in this ; as to argue on 
that ground, the fufferings of the wicked will be for their good. 
For the fcripture is not more pofitive, that by the conftitution 
of that world, the righteous (hall befeparated from all evil, to 
all good ; and die wicked (hall be feparated from all good, to 
all evil i nor our Saviour more exprefs, that after the refurreftion 
there is no marrying and giving in marriage ; than the infpircd 
teachers are cc thaCt there is no more facrifice for fin to the wick** 
ed," and " the death of Chrift (hall profit them nothing," "and 
that they have not any inheritance in the kingdom of God," 
and therefore, that their future fufferings cannot be for their 
good and falvation, as they may be in this world. 

It is very true, that the nature of God is not changed, by this 
change of ftate to the wicked ; but it is as true, that he will con- 
duct towards them according to the nature and purfuant to the 
intention of a ftate of retribution ; and therefore not in the cha- 
racter of a father, but of a righteous revenger of their difobedi- 
ence. And becaufe he is a God that changeth not, he will be 
the fame in execution, that he is in threatning. And when he 
executes their threatned punifliment, they fhall have "judg- 
ment without mercy, and wrath without mixture." And it is 
his immutability, with their confignment to a ftate of retributi- 
on, by the force of an unchangeable conftitution and fentence, 
that feals their deftruftion, as unalterable and everlafting. I 
might add, paternal difcipline and government, certainly is not 
an adequate inftitution and means for the governments, ftates 
and kingdoms of this world : and why fhould it be thought fo 
for the infinitely more important kingdom of God ? It certainly 
is not. And this is demonftrated to be fa&, by the many and 
terrible retributions of providence in this, as well as the future 
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of it 



Vrorld : many inftances of it that are executed by meri j aricf 
many, and thofc the moft terrible, v executed by the more imme- 
diate hand of God. Befides, paternal difcipline extended to 
the future world, is diredUy contrary to the fcripture exhibition 
of the moral charadter of Godj as righteous governor and judge* 
and of his moral government, by wife laws and conftitutions, 
inforced with the higheft fan&ionft and penalties * alid to be fet- 
tled in a final ftate of retribution^ in connexion with the infi- 
nitely wife, holy and good ends of it, taught us. It degrades 
and finks the immenfe Majefty of God j the infinity of his au- 
thority, the evil of fin, the necrifity and importance of gofpel 
duty and obedience, with the dignity and glory of hi$ everlaift- 
ing kingdom^ infinitely below the fcripture exhibition of this 
grand fubjedh I might further notice, it is* repeatedly fuggef- 
ted as a ftrange thing, that the common conftrudlion of thefe 
words and the common doftrine fhould have been fo generally 
received in the chriftian world, and by the learned as well as 
others ; when as Mr. Whifton tells us, by fearching to the bot- 
tom it is found to have no foundation in revelation ; and bears 
fo hard upon the charadler of God, as infinitely good.- They 
afcribe it to education, to prejudicate notions, &c. but this can- 
not account for the reception of it in the ages of infpiratidn, by 
the jewifh and chriftian church ; it muft come from heaven to 
them j they were taught it by God. As wife* learned, pious 
and penetrating men as the chriftian world can boaft, have been 
in the common fentiment ; they faw the ufe of thefe words 
fometimes in the limited, as well as endlefs fenfe j and were as 
much concerned to know the truth, as thefe writers can be fup- 
pofed to be. And it is irrational to fuppofe, that thefe greateft 
and beft of men, and the whole body of the chriftian church, 
learned and unlearned (afew focinians & univerfaliftsexcepted) 
perhaps as much as ninety-nine of a hundred of all denomina- 
tions in the feveral ages of chriftianity i ftiould receive the com- 
mon conftrudtion and doftrine, upon prejudicate notions, &c. 
Perhaps what hath been offered, may fhew us the folid 
grounds and convincing evidence upon which it hath been fo 
generally received. It is manifeftly the defign of the infpired 
teachers, to teach us the things of the future and invifible world 
as "eternal," and to teach them as fuch plainly, decifivdy and 
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frantically ; and it is principally by the ufc of thefe words they 

do this. And common fenfe teaches us, that in this ufe of 
them, the never-ending fenfe muft be intended by them : for 
multiply limited ages and difpenfations with what numbers you 
pleafe, they are limited ftill 5 and it is impoffible that the idea 
of" endlels and eternal' ' can be conveyed by them, but in the 
never-ending fenfe. No fooner therefore do we enter into the 
fpirit and views of infpired men, upon this grand fubjeft, but 
we fee the never-ending fenfe affixed to their words : and this 
is alike plain to the unlearned as learned. Befides, St. Paul has 
taught us the effentially different conftitution of the two worlds, 
and given us a decisive rule for affixing the never-dying fenfe, 
to all things in the future invifible world. Xi For the things 
that are feen are temporary ; but the things that are unfeen are 
eternal." Infpired men, have not notified us of any fingle ex- 
ception, as they doubtlefs would have done, had there been any 
exemption and limitation to any of the things of that world. 
Yea more, they are fo far from excepting the future punifhment 
of the wicked, that all their defcriptions of it, literal and figur- 
ative, by connexion and by contrail, &;c. are uniformly and 
decifively, without end, as before fhewn. Add to all this, they 
have clearly and abundantly taught us the future general judg- 
ment will be final ; and the fubfequent future ftate of the righ- 
teous & wicked, will be a (late of retribution. Thefe doftrines 

. have appeared moft indifputably clear and certain, to the body 
of the chriftian church, in the feveral ages of chriftianity. And 
thefe fix the never-ending fenfe of thefe words in the lafl fen- 

• tence, and as applied to the future ftate of the righteous and 
wicked, with eafe, prccifion, and certainty. For it is felf-evi- 
dent, the final fentence of the great Judge muft be perpetual j 
and a final ftate of retribution, from the nature of it, muft be 
unalterable — the fame from the firft moment it commences, 
during the whole exiftence of the fubje&s of it, or throughout 
their immortality. And wherever thefe moft important do£t- 
rines are taught in the fimplicity and force, in which they are 
taught in revelation, they will perpetually inculcate and fupport 
the common cpnftrudtion and doftrine we contend for, in an 
infeparable connexion, through all ages of the world. So that 
in reality there is no wonder in it, tha^the common conftru&ion 



lilC LIU ULiaii :a;ui ui^i^vau uy Li^ni. ajul iMLiUJin.tc 

other way, how learne d men could overlook the melt d 
diftin&ions let forth in fcicrure ; arid the noft imp 
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and deftnne hath been To very generally received by the chrift- 
ian world, upon thefc a:v.l fuch like plain icripture grinds. 
They could do no otherwife, confident with fcripture, with 
rtafon, and with thcmfclves, in the other important articles of 

the chriftian faith embraced bv them. But the iurprze is the 

* . . ... * 

rllential 
iportant 
do&rincs in their necefia: y connexion* ; and lb bewilder them- 
fclves and followers in a fub;c& that icands pk:n and clear in 
revelation, in the manner in which it is moft naturally to be ta- 
ken up. Perhaps the judicious reader may judge, that Mr* 
WhiftonjUj^ his followers, have bee n To far f rem examining the 
foundation of the common notion to the bottom, as to have 
been inattentive 10 the mod neceffaiy diftinftions to clear the 
fubject j and lb as to overlook the true fcripture fou;,da:ion en 
which the common do&rine doth fecurely and firmly Hand. 
And I can fee no more ground to rely upon Mr. Vv hiflon's pe- 
netration and difcreticn in this cafe, than in his taking into his 
cree'd ar.d cannon of revelation, a number of meer human com- 
pofitions,. which have been, iteadily rejected by the chriftian 
world, carbolic and protectant. Fanciful men will have their 
Angularities, but it is fad when thev indulge to them in matters 
of moment, lb as to be grolsly miffed by them. 

I pafs to the laft argument, to fix the meaning of theK. words, 
viz. the infpircd teachers and chu;vh of" God inftruded by 
them, underftood the word* in the fame ^cnU: as wc do, and not 
in theirs ; and could do no othcrwife : for it is admitted in their 
own conccfllcn, their dodlrine of reftitution was unknown to 
them. I truft it hath been clearly already proved, that the 
apoftles and primitive christians were in the common fentimenc 
with us in rhefe great dottrines, and 1 take it to be admitted in 
the note, p. 253. This author adopts the words of Dr. Hart- 
ley, " pofiibly the writers of the old and new teftament did not 
fee the full meaning of the glorious declarations, which the 
holy Spirit has delivered to us by their means ; juit as Daniel, 
and the other prophets, were ignorant of the full and precife 
import of their prophecies, relating to Chrift. Or perhaps they 
did, but thought it expedient, or were commanded, not to be 
more explicit. The chriftian religion . in converting the various 
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pagan nations of the world, was to be corrupted by them ; and 

the fuperftitious fear of God, which is one of thofe corruptions, 
may have been necefiary hitherto on account of the reft. But 
now the corruptions of the true religion begin to be difcovered 
and removed, by the earheft endeavours of good men of all na- 
tions and feels, in thefe latter times, by their comparing Cf fpi- 
ritual things with fpiritual." He adds, " and as knowledge, 
in other refpe&s, has been greatly increafed, it may now be 

■" proper that more fhould be underftood with reference to the 
extenfive benevolence of God towards mankind, through Jefus 
Chrift, than was neceffary in former ages : the fupport of chrif- 
tianity may be connefted 'herewith. Perhaps, the amiable light 
in which it is placed by the above reprefentation of it, is the 
moft effe&ual antidote againft infidelity/' 

By cf the full meaning of the glorious declarations" I take to 
be intended their doftrine of the reftoration and falvation of all 
men, which it is admitted might be unknown to the facred 
writers : if fo, they could not underftand the words in difpute 
of a limited age or difpenfation, but in the never-ending fenfe. 
So that the evafion given to the laft fentence, and to our Savi- 
our's words, Mark 9th, and other fcriptures, hath no manner of 
foundation: for the infpired teachers and writers knew no other 
cc next date" but that which is eternal. Nor could they under- 
ftand cc the miftery hid from ages" in the fenfe of thefe men : 
nor heaven and hell in the new earth, as this author doth. That 
heaven, which is the glorious refidence of God, of the holy an- 
gels and the fpirirs of the juft made perfeft, into which Chrift 
was received at his afcention, and where he will refide till the 
reftitution of all things ; where he hath diredted us to lay up 
our treafures, and where the hope, the incorruptible inheritance 
and crown of good men is laid up and refer ved for them, cer- 
tainly can neither be the serial heavens which fujrround this 
earth— nor a*ieaven in an earth to be created, after the fecond 

. coming of Chrift. And by the phrafe " forever and ever," in 
the revelations of St. John, he could not mean ages and dil- 
penfationsof "difciplinc, in the rcfurreftion world : nor could 
Paul have any reference to it in the 15th chapter to the Cor- 
inthians 5 for this is all invention to fupuort the fcheme of uni- 
verfal reftoration^ of which, it is admitted the facrq^w^iten 
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againft infi' lelity ? Doth it not dire&ly tend to fubvert chrifti- 
anity and expofe divine revelation to contempt ? for certainly 
the God of truth, ec all whofe ways and works are perfedt/* could 
never give a revelation to men, the infpired meaning of which, 
when found, fhould be precarious, fallible and uncertain. 

This note gives rife to thefe additional queries : — Is it hot 
abfurd to fuppofe the infpired teachers and writers did not know 
the plan and'doftrine of falvation in the true and moft import- 
ant fenfe of it ; which they were authorifed, and extraordi- 
narily furnifhed to teach the world ? Doth not the ftfppo- 
fition carry a rcfledtion of difhonour upon them, and him that 
fent them ? Is it not an impious prefumption and reflection of 
difhonour, to fuppofe, the fear of God taught and encouraged 
by our Saviour and his apoftles, was a fuperftitious, (i. e.) a 
groundlels fear ? If they have not taught us the true fear of 
God, by whom or when fhall it be ever taught us ? Is notfuch 
afuggeflion an indireft attack upon thefpirit of infpiration,and 
upon their characters as difhoneft ; " doing evil that good may 
come of it," and too much to countenance the deiftical, fenfe- 
lefs cry of prieftcraft ? Is it not an abfurd prefumption to fup- 
pofe, uninfpired men in this day know the fcripture plan and 
doctrine of fa! vation, better than thofe who were taught it im- 
mediately by the infpiration of God -, and better how to time 
the publication of it to the world, than the infpired writers ? 
Are they wifer in the great things of the kingdom of God, than 
Mofes, Samuel, Solomon and all the prophets; with our Saviour 
and all the apoftles ? Are they warranted on the ground of this 
fuppofed extraordinary penetration and infight into the arcana 
of revelation, to throw out this exotick doftrine in an age fo 
degenerate, unprincipled and fceptical ? Will any judicious 
chriftian give credit to fuch unfcriptural, enormous claims ? Is 
it nor an audacious attempt in fuch "Reformers" to undertake 
to corredt and reform the faith of the infpired writers, and their 
meafures and motives to fupport chriftianity ; and to give us 
"more effectual" ones ? Again, is it not admitted in this con- 
cefiion, at leaft implicitly, that we are embracing and defending 
(in the commonly received conftruction and doftrine) the true 
chriftian and apoftoiical doftrine and cc faith once delivered to 
the faints" which we are commanded " earneftly to contend 

for |" 
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;" and that our opponents are oppofing and fubverting of 
/ith all the ingenuity, ait and force they can ? confequently, 
they not felf- condemned in fathering their dodtrineupon 
infpired teachers and writers, when it is conceded it was 
uiown and undefigned by them ; and in faft/they taught 
« contrary do&rine ? And can they, confidently with this 
iceffion, either teach, write or defend their doftrine, without 
ng felf- condemned ? In. a word, this note carries in it an 
idote againfh the reception of their doctrine $ as being un- 
>wn to the infpired teachers and writers-— certainly belide 
ir intention— -and when they in fadt intended and taught 
contrary doftrine, which was neceffary hitherto :" and if 
efTary hitherto, it will remain neceflary through al| ages 
iie world. The conceflion in this note, doth by neceflary 
Sequence, every way confirm, the commonly received con- 
lftion and do&rinc we contend for, as the faith of the inipi- 
writers, which " they once delivered to the faints, which 
y commanded us to keep, hold faft, defend and earneftly 
itend for - 9 and which will be confirmed in the great day, 
en all contrary error and wicked nefs will be condemned. 
>uld any therefore, after this notification, caveat and warn- 
given by our opponents themfelves, embrace and hold faft: 
ir unfcriptural doftrine ; will they not fin w T ith their eyes 
n, and be altogether blameable and inexcufable in it ? If 
' ftiould think there is any thinghard bearingin thefequeries 
[ dedu&ions— to adopt the language of this author on ano- 
r occafion — I truft he will acquit me of all blame, on this 
d — for if there be any juft reafon for blame, he muft blame 
authors of this note * for I only exhibit the true contents, 
I genuine deductions and confequences of it : f which I am 

clear 

It may not be amifs to notice, according to the true fpirit of this 
:, Mr. Whifton's injudicious cant, upon the topically orthodox, falls 
1 equal force upon the infpired teachers and writers. And it feems 
author's charge upon the proteftant world in general (on the ground 
leir reception of this doctrine of the future punilhment, and fome others 
annexion with it) as receiwing.for facred truths grofs abfurdities, and 
>ably wrong and difhonourable ideas of God ; falls alike heavy upon the 
ired writers themfelves. If fo, doth not this evince the faith of thefe 
tlemen in the matter in difpute to be widely different from that of the 

ired teachers ? And it feems flrang'j they were aiot felf- convinced of 
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dear Comprize* and amounts to thus much, if any thing at all. 

The argument againft univerfal falvation from the punifh- 

ment denounced againft Judas, ftands in full force, notwithftan- 

ding the evafions here offered, to invalidate it. It is faid to be 

fufficient to abfolve the meaning of thofe words cc good were it 

for that man if he had never been born," into an aggravated 

puniihment, without going into a more particular interpretation 

of them, p. 328,29. But they are too ftrong, pointed* and em- 

phatical, to admit offuch aiolution. At this rate* the moft 

defcriptive and pointed threatnings of God may be eluded, fo 

as never to be literally executed. As well might it be faid, the 

unbelieving Ifraelites might enter into Canaan, notwithftanding 

. God f\rore they fhould never enter into his reft. For altho* the 

punifhment be fo descriptively fpeciiied, it may be fufficient to 

abfolve the meaning of the oath into a heavy puniihmerit* Can 

fuch a conllru&ion be warranted and honourable to the God of 

truth ? But the chief evafion is this, the words may be confi- 

dered as " a prophecy M foretelling that Judas fhould practically 

declare, cr by hanging himielf," that to him, in hisapprehenfion, 

it were good he had not been born, had not been brought into 

being," p. 3^31. This invented conftruftion, labours of two 

difficulties ; one is, it hath no countenance inferipture ; the o- 

thcr is it ftands adhiallv confuted by our Saviour and the apo- 

ftle 

it. For, it is obvious, our Saviour and his apoftles had no more difficulty 
of pieaching this dottrinc of the future punilhment, with freedom, bold- 
nefs and pathos, than thofe he ililes topically orthodox : and yet this mis- 
tical fcheme was unknown to them ; and thefe fubterfuges and double in- 
tendcrs now thrown out, are inventions which are many centuries too late, 
to qualify or have any influence upon the preaching of infpired men.*— 
Whence then, the great difficulty of thefe men about it, but from mifraken 
apprehenuons, cr an aclual abberration from the true fcripture faith ? and 
whence doth this arife, but from prejudicate notions, falfe maxims, reafon- 
ings and "vain deceit r" if men, from a prejudicate notion* that this doc- 
trine is hardly reconcilable with divine benevolence or is unjuft, will fet 
themfelves to turn and twill fcripture texts every way, to fet afide the doc- 
trifle ; inflead of looking into the true foundation on which it is afcertained 
in fcripture, and into the rationale of it, whereby it may ftand approved 
to the region of man ; error is unavoidable.—— Upon perufing this fa- 
mous note, I was at no Jofs where I Ihould find our opponents. When the 
obvious meaning of the facred writers is fet afidd, in queft of the ignis 
fatuus of a more gldrious meaning ; which, in fact fub verts it, they necef- 
fariJy err : jult as a man that leaves a right path, neccffarily takes a wrong 
cue"; and ihe further he goes, xta £tw&c tjhs error. 
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file Peter* The punifhment denounced in thofe awful words, 

is not filicide, but one that Judas fhould fuffer, in the future 
world; For after his deceafe, our Saviour fpeaks of him as "the 
Ion of perdition that was loft," "loft" to falvation and hope," 
as underftood in that age, John 17. ii* And St. Peter * after* 
the account of his hanging hi mfelf* fpeaks of him as gone ta 
his own place, no doubt to fuffer the punifhment intended by 
our Saviour in this awful fentence upon him, Afts i* 18,25* 

This writer labours hard to make out "the unpardonable fin" 
is pardonable, and that thofe who are guilty, of it, may be par- 
doned and faved. This is a hard talk, to falfify the teftimony 
of the faithful and true witnefs, and reconcile palpable contra- 
diftions* Few men would be hardy enough to attempt it^ and 
if it can be done, we expect to fee it effefted by thofe who know 
the glorious meaning of fcripture texts, better than the whole 
chriftian world, and even the facred writers themfelves* Our 
Lord hath declafed in the moft peremptory and abfolute terms, 
that "blafphemy againft the Holy Ghoft (hall hot be forgiven," 
"hath never forgivenefs/' " fhall not be forgiven unto men j" 
and again, " it fhall not be forgiven him neither in this world, 
neither in the world to come/' Did not our Lord, by thefe 
ftrongi abfolute, peremptory declarations, defign tb put it out 
of dojjbt; that fuch finners fhould never be pardoned andfaved ? 
Certainly* And a chriftian may I think, as confiftently attempt 
to evade and falfify the truth of the fun's fhining, when it fhines 
full in his face, a$ t® falfify thefe declarations of Chrift, and 
maintain that thefe very finners may yet be pardoned and faved* 
There is no art* quibbling, evafiori or fubterfuge whatever, 
that can elude and falfify this plain, ftrong teftimony of our Sa- 
viour cc that fuch finners fhall never be pardoned and faved." 
And this, if I miftake not, appears in the Conceflions of this 
•writer. He concedes, they cannot be pardoned in this world 
and efcape hell, but muft undergo the torment of the future 
world* But it is clear, our Saviour's meaning is not to be li- 
mited to a pardon in this world $ it extends equally to the fiiture 
world ; elfe, why doth he exprefsly fa extend it, and fay, cc it 
fhall not be forgiven him neither in this world, nor the world 
to come ?" Itever they can be pardoned and faved in the fu- 
ture world, it folfifkft the declaration, of Chrift ft truly, as tho* 

Yy th*t. 
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tjiey* Jooehrcd au intenre^^ %%k£ 

by gofpel cohfldtmion there is, no for^ycn^Ts aod l&vation tg 
jny that go to that place of tojroocat* apd by thcfe ftoprig at- 
pregpqns our Saviour dcfigpcd at once to cut of att h#ge gt.i^ 
to thi^^^hemers. Th? feriptve* teach us plainly tfc'w» 
%» heaven, and in it we efcap* bell : but whfifle do tjwffi t$afQ 
**, $jj[the way co « ia tju^gh hell ; and that t;h«&bla%h$i»- 
dfe, <& atiy. others (halt pa& thteugk the torment o( it, ipte hca- 
*ltt ? it i* a* contrary to the t«c« of T*y&&m* as any dp&iine 




aod that " they hare no hopftfhvft the gg$9 FOflufe rf ftr- 
iiveijefc, becaufe they are excepted pedant" p> 335 ,£. Igjgb 
by grfpdconfiitution thejwaa neyer inherit iwto i far tjimi 
inheritance U given, and IknitedtQ.thofe, wboh*v& cc $ofr. 
jcl forgivencfi," and by ^Vgofod^wcnpifc/* And % cc .tW* 
Canfttunoa be the only way of life, for fofol tl»%" infaljjbljt 
tfytfe <t excepted patois" can never be fe*«}> Tfa %# thqy; 
rtiay yet be laved without gofpel forgiYenefs and ppnp&x wh# 
i£ it better than infidelity ? And ia itnot % cmt?wi£k\oh to fay 
t&U fchemc of faying men without gofpel fprgivenefjs and pip* 
Uliife ? ia pipved hy the gofpel, to be the gofpel plan of mercy I 
tfiey ieero to be groisly bewildered and entangled by their owa 
fubtlety and fophiftiy, 

It is further conceded, ce that this mode, of fpgech was pro*: 
yerbial in our Saviour's day : and that when it is faid, " a thing. 
Iball not be, neither in this world, neither in the world to come, - 
if was the fame thing with faying, " it (hall neyer be/' p. 338, 
The ground and force of this proverb with the jews* fsema w. 
be this : they believed in but two worlds, this, and a future, 
one which is "eternal," in which mankind are concerned : and 
therefore they could not more forcibly exprds.it, c< that a thing 
ihould never be, no, not to. eternity 3 than* if) this phrafe, " it 
jfliall not he, neither in thia world* not ifi the world to come/' 
And doubtlefs our Saviour intended-it ia thia veiy fenfe in thi* 

plication, of it. And fo the infbired: writers underftqod it* 
they knew nothing of thj^ doctrine of their fuppofed ftftfe 
ration. And to fuppofe, thefe very finner* weje intnafted to 

jut Sav^urj^b&jjwdc^^ «A 

*-,*..." intended 
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Intended they mould all be finally pardoned and fayed ; ij few$ 

he could riot have applied this proverbial faying to thenfi^ 3 !^ 
in the Way of direft imppfition $ which h a blafphemy cvenjr 
chriftian muft rejeft with horror, We are neceffi tared therefore^ 
to take thefe folemn declarations of Chrift in the common, ob- 
ViouSj popular fenfe 5 and they will remain ft perpetual and ub* 
fcnfwerable confutation of the doftrine of univerfal falvation. 

Several things are offered, to fet afide the argument again!}: 
this impleaded dq&rine " from the pernicious bad tendency d£ 
it ;" fome of which we fhall briefly notice. It is faid, " itmuft 
be plainly fhown, that thefe doftrijies do naturally and direftly 
tend to encourage men in vicious pra&ice," p. 341 . Agreed. 
And this I conceive, hath been clearly and fufficiently fhewnfc 
in a variety of ways, in the foregoing pages. It is fo obvioui 
at firft view, that a man needs no fmall pra&ice upon himfeH; 
by falfe reafonings, to overcome and ftifBe the conviftion and 
fenfibility of it. It is fo obvious, that-fome of his notable wit* 
neflfes, as Origen, Dr. Burnet, &c. had no fmall cojro&ion and 
fenfibility of it. And it is a-wonders they had riot porfued their 
inquiries into the nature and tendency of it; until they wert 
fully convinced it was a do&rine df ungodlinefe; and could nbt 
be of Qod. The fuggeftion, that this doftrine hath not a na- 
tural bad tendency, is as unphilofophical, as it is unfqiptural 
and contrary to the evidence of faft t For fuch is the conflli? 
tution of human nature in this ftate, that the ufe of threatnii^ 
and fear was a requifite fafeguard to man in innocertcy. AriA 
in this degenerate ftate, wherein the pafllons of men afe fb in- 
ordinate and exorbitant, it is abfoltktely neceffary, for the g<h 
vernment of mankind. Thence it is felf-evideht, the wdak- 
fcning the motive of fear, by taking out the fting ?md terror <£ 
the threatningj and by adding the encooragement of life A t& 
the refraftory and difobedfent, h&th both ways, a natural and 
moft pernicious tendency to promote vicious practice. Arid 
it was a well grounded fear fifing henee, founded in the natuflft 
of things (and not a fuperftitious ohc) that made Origen, Bur-* 
riet and others who were deluded into the do&rine, afraid td 
open it to the world, on account of the pernicious confequen- 
Ces of it. And it is a plain fa£V, that the fupplanting the belief 
Of iter threatningj accorrifteniecl with «n encgUra^aent of lift 



(to die difobe&fellt^fcduced our firft p&rtftts into rebellion J 
and * prefurnptuous hope of future peace encourages and har* 
dens men in fin, and is many ways* of mqft perpicioijjf ponftr 
quence, as already fhewn. I conceiye, the bad tendency of th? 
do&rine every way, hath been abundMfcl? proved $ and the 
argument is forcible and conclufive, It is alio argued, the 
common doftrine is not fo likely to reftrain fnen from (in, a$ 
this impleaded doftfine. | Why not? If believed and realifed, 
in its importance, it muft have the greateft influence j for the 
weight of the motive in the common view, exceeds the other, 
as eternity doth time, And unlefs motives are realized, they 
cannot have influence, pn any fcheme, And thi§ is the true 
j-eafon, why the great gofpel motives of life and death both, 
have no more influence upon many who affent to them as the 
truths of God j becaufe they do not realize them, ip their infir 
nice importance. It is faid, « the natural notions they enter- 
tain of the goodnefs and mercy of God, rife up in oppofition to 
it, and ftfongly operate to obftruft its influence," If by "natu- 
ral" be meant ^juft and true fentjipents of the gpodnefs and 
jnercy of God," it muft be miftake j fpf thefe are regulated by 
fcrip:ure : and it is certain, that fq-iptural apprehenfions of the 
mercy qf God, cannot rife up in oppofition, apd qbftrudt the 
influence of the divine threatnings. It muft then be fa^fe and 
prefuinptuous noqqns of the divine mercy, unfqpported by any 
fcripture promife, and fupplanted by many divine threatnings, 
that hath this obftru&ing influence. And whether the drawing 
the moft awful fcripture threatnings into difpyte, and denying 
them, in the mqft plain and obvious fenfe of thern^ doth not 
tend to confirm and harden men in thefe prefurnptuous notionSj 
and thereby to obftruft the falut^y influence of the threatnings 
of God, may not be unworthy the attention of pur opponents. 
—It is likewife faid, upon their fcheme **. there is nothing in T 
Credible in the torments of another world.** To me it appears 
the very reyerfe. . This fcheme of difcipline, purgatory* new- 
created worlds, tranfmutation ftates, means of falyatipn more 
effefhial than the gofpel, &c. &c. appears wholly antifcriptu-? 
ral, and pregnant with the grofieft of abfurdities : and this I 
truft hath been fully evinced. What are the obje&ed difficpl? 
tics to the commpn fcheme, compared with the numerous pal* 
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pabfe, horrible abfurdities of this ? they are light as a feather* 

What if we, fhort-fighted creatures, cannot fee how this pun- 
jfhment is cpnfiftent with the mercy and juftice of God ? It is 
certain no man cap prove it inconfiftent with the one or the 
other, notwithftandjng the confident declamation of Mr. Whj- 
fton and fome others. And what mighty difficulty is there iji 
acknowledging < c God i$ incomprehenfible in his ways and 
worths ?" Are there not a thqufand difficulties that we cannot 
fee through in the kingdorp of nature and providence and iij 
revelation, where the evidence of truth and fa£ts arrefts and 
commands our belief ? What if we cannot fee and exhibit the 
rationale pf th}s doctrine to fatisfa&ion, perhaps others can ? 
And what if no man either h#;h or can do it ? yet, as God is 
incomprehenfible, and hi$ ways and thoughts not as ours, but 
infinitely above them : and as we know by reafon and revela- 
tion all the affairs of his eyerlafting kingdom will be adjufted 
in abfolute wifdom and perfection, with the concurring har- 
ynony of all his perfe&ions : fince, he hath decifively revealed 
this do&rine of the future pvjnifhment, his authority ought ab- 
solutely to command and conclude our belief. And unlefs it 
{loth fo conclude u$ in the articles of the chnftian faith, what 
Claim have we to be chriftians and proteftants ? It is added, 
t c the future torments, copfidered in the light of this impleaded 
fcheme, are more fuitably adapted, in the nature of the thing, 
to work upon rational and intelligent agents, than in the com- 
mon point of y^w," p. 357. I fhould be forry if it was true 
in faft, that motives fuggefted by uninfpired men, fhould 
be better adapted c * in the nature of the thing" to excite finners 
to faith and repentance, than thofe taught us by infpired men 
of God : becaufe it tends diredtly tp bring divine revelation 
and the doftrine pf infpiration into contempt. And to father 
this do&rine upon tjie infpired writers, when it is conceded they 
were ignorant pf it, affords no relief in the cafe, but makes bad 
worfe : whence arifes a violent prefumption, previous to parti- 
cular examination, th^t this is of a piece with the reft of the 
fcheme, £t biut yaii^ deceit." It is faid, '* the end proppfed by 
them perfeftly coincides, with benevolence 5 for they are the 
chaftifement$ of a father, as well as judge, and principally de- 
fied for the reformation, and confequent good, pf the pffen* 

4«tt 
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(fcfsltifcmW^^a tflibi ftey ait tatigtt thus to think * *ij 

feortonefs in fin, and continued till they ire htimMcd and fi&bh 
fctfecl 5 ahd that they (hall hate no mer^ tiU thft did ii fcxori* 
Btifhed :" upon which it & afked, u Whit can be wantii%, ih 
4iri6tiVe thik drcumftanced, tdbjjenjte % * moral W*yiibri> 
ifekfoftable hun&s ? it fhould feeinh to be sis wdl^cukftfcd tb 



ftie purppfe, as It teffibljr can Be."f One rtriurfc, befftfe *fe 
tttiim rhwre&reft ariTwek- to && qudtkm. Thfc rtati^k $ 
tfos/lhe tfueafitt flitl fyrtt of this motive is, upbh the Comrridft 
fchritfe, Ufed with fitjners in this World. T hey ire wanrtj 
6f this plSte of tdnrient, tod warned of it by their FSther 
Ifhft cbrfcpafeonate kedeeirifer, ahd it is for their repentahefc 
llhd confluent good: ahd they art taught, dife pun3hi 
tfteht *ifl oc in proportion to their defert, and that they cannot 
#capfe it and We mercy, till thejr ^TOirifcllcd ai^ fufcduriTi 
and the end prbpofed, fkrfcAly-coinddes With fehevtilfcnce \ 
and yet;tfiis u T>dt calculated motive po&Me" pftfrts ineflec- 
iu^l to'thoufahefs s^id miilidfis, What i* 'the cpriftatjerice,bui[ 
Seftru&ion to their fchtthe * Wo ttecys : one is, itftlly confutes 
their do&rine of more effectual future means : for if the bctt 
calculated poffible motives, to operate upon them in a rational 
moral way, be ufed With them iti this Worid, it is a contradiction 
to fay, better and more effe&ual ones will be ufed with them in 
the moire. The other way is, the force of difcipKne is tri6d 
iipon them in vain, in tfiis >#orld -, and therefore their reftoradori 
in a future one is a hopelefs, deljperate sfffah*. For if they are 
tot>e recovered in a rational, moral Way, ahd the beft calculated 
motives to operate this Way, poffible in the nature of things, 
have (pent their force oh them in vaiti ; their recovery by any 
means and motives Whatever becomes abfolutcly hopelefs, So 
that therr hew created, relufreftion World, ages of ages of difei- ' 
plihe, tranfmiitatioh ftates, and more eftfe&ual mearts for the 
reffio^atioh of the wicked, turn out again, it feems, upon their 
own jfcheriie, to betmt iriyfefited fancies, and dectitful delufions. 
Men are eafily erifnared arid co'nfounded in thfeir cfarn* devices 
and works, when they attempt to coVreft ttifc faith of inf^nTed 
writers, ahd new model the do&fine of the |&ij*i & ftpy m»- 
fftne ttTgreater cohfiffiehcy and force, * Th£ fcofflWS& of 

t P- 357* <5od » 
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God, is wifer than men." But to the quef^ion, what is wanting 

in a motive, fo circumftance upon their fcheme ? I fhould fay t 
it wants every thing, for it wants credibility and a foundation i 
and hath none in fcripture or reafon. It wants three thipgs of 
moment, to name no more. ( i .) It wants the authprity of God 
to enforce it upon the heart and confeience. He hath never 
taught Us, the wicked (hall he damned for their good : it is 
moft contrary to the tenor of fcripture, and abfurd to the reafon 
of man. It wants, ( adly . ) and cannot bring with it, that pre-* 
lent heart-felt neceffity to turn and live, which is requifite to 
fpring the effe&ual exertions of habituated finners ; and with- 
out which, they will never-be exerted. The neceffity I mea^ 
arifes from this double conjoint view of their cafe, viz. they, 
have no other alternative of choice before them, but life x oc 
death, everlafting life or damnation j infallibly following their 
choice and exertions of good or evil : and that they have no 
other chance of opportunity, of this choice, but the prefent life. 
To imprefs the convi&ion and fenfibility of this abfolute neceJt 
fity of a prefent turning fpr life, this only alternative of choice 
of life or death, in this only feafon of opportunity, are abun- 
dantly taught and urged by the infpired teachers and writers $ 
and with a view to excite and ftimulate prefent choice and ef- 
fe&ual exertions. Here the queftion comes with an irrefuta- 
ble force of convidtion, what complex motive can poffibly be 
better adapted or more forcible to the purpofe ? for the higheft, 
ftrongeft motives in nature, and eternity, are conjoined with 
this fhort, uncertain* only feafon of opportunity $|| to enforce a 
prefent choice of life, and effectual exertions to attain it. The 
texts that addrefs to us this motive, this only alternative, to 
imprefs this abfolute neceffity of a prefent turning for lite, with, 

the 

|| The attentive reader will obferve, this writer labours the point, page 
344,5,6, to prove, that although the difcouragement to fin, and motives 
were much greater upon the common fcheme, than his ; yet, the argument 
would not be forcible*— but in the two lail inftance's, the motives being 
more fujtably adapted, and even " in the nature of the thing" to operate* 
with greater, force, is ufed as an argument to fupport and recommend his 
fcheme. Confequently the foregoing arguings, are in effeft given up and . 
fet afide, as impertinent— -and the argument from the weight of motives* 
js in full force, for the fupport of the common faith. For, if it be of n6 
force, why doth he lftfcur fr much for th* advantage of it> in fupport o£ 
his ovya fcheme ? N 
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die choice and effectual exertions conne&ed with it, art by fif 

too numerous to be referred to. We have this only alternative 

ef choice, in the addrefs of Mofes, " I have fet life and death 

before you, choofe life that ye may live : ,f and again, <c it is not 

a vain thing to ferve the Lord, it is your life/' And repeatedly 

u} the prophets, <c turn and live," " turn ye, turn ye, why uriD 

you die ?" And in thegofpel commiflion, the minifters ofChrilt 

muft addrefs this only alternative, to enforce the reception of 

the gofpel. " He that believeth fhall befaved, he that believeth 

not fhall be damned." " He that believeth hath everlafting 

life, but he that believeth not fhall not fee life/* t€ Except j€ 

Znt, ye fhall all likewife periih," &e. And the only feafoa 
pportunity in this life, is plainly and forcibly taught* in 
divers parables of our Saviour, in the argument of Solomon, 
" Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for 
there is no work, device or knowledge in the grave whether thou 
goeft." And in the words of Chrift, " the night conkth, 
wherein no man can work." — In the addrefs ofthe apoftle, 
<c Behold now is the accepted time, now is the day of falvation." 
c< While it is faid, " to day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts, &c. And it is inforced by the terrible, remedilous 
fate ofthe difobedient in the days of Noah— of tinners in So* 
dom — ofthe unbelieving Ifraelites, and of Efau, who having 
finned away his blefling and only opportunity, "found no place 
for repentance," and could never regain the blefling, <c though 
he faught it carefully with tears," Heb. 10. 16,17. And this 
only alternative of choice, is no where inculcated with greater 
force, than by our Saviour in the difputed paffage in Mark 9th, 
to imprefs the abfolute neceflity of aprefent cutting off darling 
hilts — this muft be done in this life, or their fate is inevitable, 
—What is it ? they cannot enter into the kingdom of God, 
but muft " be caft into hell, where the fire will never be quench- 
ed and their worm fhall never die," The turn they give to 
this text, to elude the do&rine and alternative taught in it, doth 
direttly contradidt, oppofe, and defeat the force of the motive* 
as defigned by our Saviour. Now, let the reader judge, is not 
the motive in this light, incomparably better adapted in nature 
and of ftronger force, to arreft the attention of finful men, and 
so induce and fpring prefent choice and effe&ual exertions to 
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die choice and effectual exertions conne&ed with it, arfc by fif 

too numerous to be referred to. We have this only alternative 

ef choice, in the addrefs of Mofes, " I have fet life and death 

before you, choofe life that ye may live :" and again, <( it is not 

a vain thing to fcrve the Lord, it is your life." And repeatedly 

iij the prophets, " turn arid live," " turn ye, turri ye* why will 

you die ?" And in thegofpel commiflion, the minifters of Chrift 

muft addrefs this only alternative, to enforce the reception of 

the gofpeh " He that beiieveth fhall befaved, he that believeth 

not fhall be damned." " He that believeth hath everlafting 

life, but he that believeth not fhall not fee life/* t€ Except jt 

Znt, ye fhall all likewife perifh," &£. And the only feafon 
pportunity in this life, is plainly and forcibly taught* in 
divers parables of our Saviour, in the argument of Solomon, 
" Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for 
there is no work, device or knowledge in the grave whether thou 
goeft." And in the words of Chrift, " the night conrteth* 
wherein no man can work." — In the addrefs ofthe apoftle, 
cc Behold now is the accepted time, now is the day of falv&tion." 
<c While it is faid, " to day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts, &c. And it is inforced by the terrible, remedilous 
fate of the difobedient in the days of Noah— -of finners in So* 
dom — ofthe unbelieving Ifraelites, and of Efau, who having 
finned away his blefling and only opportunity, " found no place 
for repentance," and could never regain the blefling, <c though 
he faught it carefully with tears," Heb. 10. 16,17. And this 
only alternative of choice, is no where inculcated with greater 
force, than by our Saviour in the difputed paffage in Mark 9th, 
to imprefs the abfolute neceflity of aprefent cutting off darling 
lulls — this muft be done in this life, or their fate is inevitable, 
—What is it ? they cannot enter into the kingdom of God, 
but muft " be caft into hell, where the fire will never be quench- 
ed and their worm fhall never die." The turn they give to 
this text, to elude the do&rine and alternative taught in it,doth 
direttly contradidt, oppofe, and defeat the force of the motive* 
as defigned by our Saviour. Now, let the reader judge, is not 
the motive in this light, incomparably better adapted in nature 
and of ftronger force, to arreft the attention of finful men, and 
to induce and fpring prefent choice and effe&uai exertions to 
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efcape hell and attain everlafting life, than in their point of 
View ? it would be an impofition upon any reader, to fuppofe 
him fo defeftive in underftanding, and in mental and moral 
feelings, as to hefitate, in fo plain a cafe* And in truth, con- 
fidering the ftrong bias there is in degenerate nature, to put off 
the work of repentance to a future feafon, I fee no ground of 
hope that fmners accuftomed to do evil cc would ever be 
wrought up to effe&ual exertions by their motive, of perpetu- 
ating their opportunity in a ftate of damnation, for ages of ages 
after the judgment, without any known period. There is the 
ftrongeft probability, the hope of future opportunity and a 
better feafon, would perpetually elude, obftruft and prevent 
effectual exertions even to eternity, were not the doftrine o- 
therwife grofsly abfurd. And undoubtedly the motive in all 
its force in the common point of view, is highly neceffary ; or 
it would not have been fo ftrongly inculcated in fcriptnre, espe- 
cially by our Saviour, and by him made the fpecial duty crhis 
minifters to inculcate this moft alarming alternative, in all ages 
of the world. 

Their motive hath a third*defc<£t, full as great as the others, 
viz?it wants the great encouragement of the bleffing and effec- 
tual grace of God to attend it, and render it effeftual. By fhe 
bleffing of God, his gofpel is the power of God to the falvation 
of men. And we have abundant encouragement, from the 
promife of Chrift, the gracious defign of the inflitution itfelf, 
and the method of falvation plainly revealed in the gofpel, that 
where the doftrines of it are preached in their genuine purity 
and fttapHcity, and the motives of it in their true force ; an 
effedual bleffing will attend it, for the good and falvation of 
men. For the great bleffing of falvation, comes by faith, and 
faith by the word of God, and the word of God by them that 
are font, Mark 16. \6. and Rom. 10. 14,15,17. But can any 
man rationally cxpeft the bleffing of God to attend this muti- 
lated, perverted gofpel ? where the main force of the promifes 
and threatnings, and of the doftrine of retribution and of the 
laft judgment are extra&ed and taken away, by ill-grounded, . 
deadening criticifms ? where the fpirit and force of the gofpel 
commiftion, in the exprefs language of it, is eluded, and the re- 
wards and punifhments are cut fhort fuoiuc\ T ^\^\x^^^ - «^ 
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the choice and effectual exertions conne&ed with it, are by fitf 

too numerous to be referred to. We have this only alternative 

ef choice, in the addrefs of Mofes, " I have fet life and death 

before you, choofe life that ye may live :" and again, <f it is not 

a vain thing to ferve the Lord, it is your life." And repeatedly 

ii} the prophets, <c turn arid live," "turn ye, tunl ye* why will 

you die ?" And in thegofpel commiflion, the miniftcrs bfChrift 

muft addrefs this only alternative, to enforce the reception of 

the gofpel. c< He that believeth fhaU befaved, he that believeth 

not fhall be damned." " He that believeth hath everlafting 

life, but he that believeth not fhall not fee life/' " Except ye 

Znt, ye fhall all likewife perifh," &c. And the only fcafoD 
pportunity in this life, is plainly and forcibly taught, in 
divers parables of our Saviour, in the argument of Solomon, 
" Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might* for 
there is no work, device or knowledge in the grave whether thou 
goeft." And in the words of Chrift, <c the night corrietV 
wherein no man can work." — In the addrefs ofthe apoftle, 
<c Behold now is the accepted time, now is the day of falvation." 
cc While it is faid, " to day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts, &c. And it is inforced by the terrible, remedilous 
fate ofthe difobedient in the days of Noah— of tinners in St* 
dom — ofthe unbelieving Ifraelites, and of Efau, who having 
finned away his blefling and only opportunity, " found no place 
for repentance," and could never regain the blefling, <c though 
he faught it carefully with tears," Heb. 10. 16,17. And this 
only alternative of choice, is no where inculcated with greater 
force, than by our Saviour in the difputed paflage in Mark 9th, 
to imprefs the abfolute neceflity of aprefent cutting off darling 
lulls — this muft be done in this life, or their fate is inevitable, 
—What is it ? they cannot enter into the kingdom of God, 
but muft " be caft into hell, where the fire will never be quench- 
ed and their worm fhall never die." The turn they give to 
this text, to elude the do&rine and alternative taught in it,doth 
direftly contradidt, oppofe, and defeat the force of the motive* 
as defigned by our Saviour. Now, let the reader judge, is not 
the motive in this light, incomparably better adapted in nature 
and of ftronger force, to arreft the attention of finful men, and 
to induce and fpring prefent choice and effe&uai exertions to 

cfcape 



efcape hell and attain everlafting life, than in their point of 
view ? it would be an impofition upon any reader, to fuppofe 
him fo defeftive in underftanding, and in mental and moral 
feelings, as to hefitate, in fo plain a cafe. And in truth, con- 
fidering the ftrong bias there is in degenerate nature, to put off 
the work of repentance to a future feafon, I fee no ground of 
hope that fmners accuftomed to do evil cc would ever be 
wrought up to effectual exertions by their motive, of perpetu- 
ating their opportunity in a ftate of damnation, for ages of ages 
after the judgment, without any known period. There is the 
ftrongeft probability, the hope of future opportunity and a 
better feafon, would perpetually elude, obftruft and prevent 
effe&ual exertions even to eternity, were not the do&rine o- 
therwife grofsly abfurd. And undoubtedly the motive in all 
its force in the common point of view, is highly necefiary ; or 
it would not have been fo ftrongly inculcated in fcriptnre, espe- 
cially by our Saviour, and by him made the fpecial duty cr his 
minifters to inculcate this moft alarming alternative, in all ages 
of the world. 

Their motive hath a thircWefcd, full as great as the others, 
viz?it wants the great encouragement of the bleffing and effec- 
tual grace of God to attend it, and render it effeftual. By the 
blefling of God, his gofpel is the power of God to the falvation 
of men. And we have abundant encouragement, from the 
promife of Chrift, the gracious defign of the inflitution itfelf, 
and the method of falvation plainly revealed in the gofpel, that 
where the doftrines of it are preached in their genuine purity 
and fttaptfeity, and the motives of it in their true force ; an 
effc&ual blefling will attend it, for the good and falvation of 
in 'j»n. For the great bleffing of falvation, comes by faith, and 
faith by the word of God, and the word of God by them that 
are font, Mark 16. \6. and Rom. 10. 14,15,17. But can any 
man rationally cxpeft the bleffing of God to attend this muti- 
lated, perverted gofpel ? where the main force of the promifes 
and threatnings, and of the doftrine of retribution and of the 
laft judgment are extrafted and taken away, by ill-grounded, . 
deadening criticifms ? where the fpirit and force of the gofpel 
commiftion, in the exprefs language of it, is eluded, and the re- 
wards and punifhments are cut fhoa ftova c^t&aS&x^^ -asv 
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the choice and effe&ual exertions conne&ed with it, are by faf 
too numerous to be referred to. We have this only alternative 
of choice, in the addrefs of Mofes, " I have fet life and death 
before you, choofe life that ye may live : H and again* " it is not 
a vain thing to ferve the Lord, it is your life/' And repeatedly 
iij the prophets, c< turn arid live," "turn ye, turri ye* why will 
you die ?" And in the gofpel commiffion, the minifters of Chrift 
muft addrefs this only alternative, to enforce the reception of 
the gofpel. " He that believeth fhall befaved, he that believeth 
not fhall be damned." c< He that believeth hath everlafting 
life, but he that believeth not fhall not fee life." "Except ye 
repent, ye fhall all likewife perifh," &c. And the only feafon 
of opportunity in this life, is plainly and forcibly taught* in 
divers parables of our Saviour, in the argument of Solomon, 
" Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for 
there is no work, device or knowledge in the grave whether thou 
goeft." And in the words of Chrift, " the night coriicth, 
wherein no man can work." — In the addrefs of the apoftle, 
" Behold now is the accepted time, now is the day of falv&tion." 
" While it is faid, " to day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts, &c. And it is inforced by the terrible, remedilous 
rate of the difobedient in the days of Noah— of finners in So* 
dom — of the unbelieving Ifraelites, and of Efau, who having 
finned away his blefling and only opportunity, "found no place 
for repentance," and could never regain the blefling, "though 
he faught it carefully with tears," Heb. 10. 16,17. And this 
only alternative of choice, is no where inculcated with greater 
force, than by our Saviour in the difputed paffage in Mark 9th, 
to imprefs the abfolute neceflity of aprefent cutting off darling 
lulls — this muft be done in this life, or their fate is inevitable, 
—What is it ? they cannot enter into the kingdom of God, 
but muft " be caft into hell, where the fire will never be quench- 
ed and their worm fhall never die." The turn they give to 
this text, to elude the doftrine and alternative taught in it,doth 
direftly contradidt, oppofe, and defeat the force of the motive, 
as defigned by our Saviour. Now, let the reader judge, is not 
the motive in this light, incomparably better adapted in nature 
and of ftronger force, to arreft the attention of finful men, and 
to induce and fpring prefent choice and effe&ual exertions ta 
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efcape hell and attain everlafting life, than in their point of 

View ? it would be an impofition upon any reader, to fuppofe 
him fo defe£Hve in underftanding, and in mental and moral 
feelings, as to hefitate, in fo plain a cafe. And in truth, con- 
fidering the ftrong bias there is in degenerate nature, to put off 
the work of repentance to a future feafon, I fee no ground of 
hope that fmners accuftomed to do evil cc would ever be 
wrought up to effectual exertions by their motive, of perpetu- 
ating their opportunity in a ftate of damnation, for ages of ages 
after the judgment, without any known period. There is the 
ftrongeft probability, the hope of future opportunity and a 
better feafon, would perpetually elude, obftruft and prevent 
effe&ual exertions even to eternity, were not the doftrine o- 
therwife grofsly abfurd. And undoubtedly the motive in all 
its force in the common point of view, is highly neceffary ; or 
it would not have been fo ftrongly inculcated in fcripture, efpe- 
cially by our Saviour, and by him made the fpecial duty cf his 
minifters to inculcate this moft alarming alternative, in all ages 
of the world. - 

Their motive hath a thircWefc£, full as great as the others, 
viz?it wants the great encouragement of the bleffing and effec- 
tual grace of God to attend it, and render it effeftual. By the 
bleffing of God, his gofpel is the power of God to the falvation 
of men. And we have abundant encouragement, from the 
promife of Chrift, the gracious defign of the inflitution itfel£ 
and the method of falvation plainly revealed in the gofpel, that 
where the doftrines of it are preached in their genuine purity 
and ffcnpKcity, and the motives of it in their true force ; an 
effe&ual bleffing will attend it, for the good and falvation of 
men. For the great bleffing of falvation, comes by faith, and 
faith by the word of God, and the word of God by them that 
are fent, Mark 16. \6. and Rom. 10. 14,15,17. But can any 
man rationally cxpeft the bleffing of God to attend this muti- 
lated, perverted gofpel ? where the main force of the promifes 
and threatnings, and of the doftrine of retribution and of the 
lafl judgment are extracted and taken away, by ill-grounded, , 
deadening criticifms ? where the fpirit and force of the gofpel 
commiftion, in the exprefs language of it, is eluded, and the re- 
wards and punifhmentS are cut fhort from everlafting, to an 
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age or limited ages in the laft fentence ? Will God fet his holy 

ieal and give his blefling to fuch a do&rifte of corruption and 
diihonour, that cads infinite contempt upon the true gofpel j 
by teaching, in ef&dt and true conftru&ion, that " the blacknefs 
of darknefs forever" is more effectual for the good and falva- 
tion of men, than all the light and grace of the gofpel ofChrift ? 
It furely " exceeds all belief," however the motive may be mo- 
dified cc by the wifdom of man." So that "the motive circum- 
flanced as in their fcheme" cannot be fteadily and fircily be-* 
lieved : to give it operation and efficacy ; for the firft reafon— • 
becaufe there is no firm foundation for faith to reft upon : — it 
is inadequate in force, for the fecond — and no good can be 
expected from it — nothing but . evil, for the third reafon. — 
This may ferve in part, for an anfwer to another argument fug* 
gefted to recommend this impleaded do&rine and excufc its 
publication to the world, viz. " the public officers of religion 
might be more free .and full in urging the do&rme of the future 
• punifhment, on their fcheme, than the common one, and be 
likely, to do a great deal niore good," p. 354,5,6. There can 
be no force in this fuggeftion, if what we have argued be true, 
that their notion wants credibility and force, and no good iron 
be expedted from it, either from the adapted force of the motive 
itfelf, nor from the blefling of God. It is plead, thofe who do 
not believe the common dodtrine, might upon their plan, teach 
the future torment to good purpofe. Not, if their plan was 
unknown to the facred writers, and is but a mutilated pervert- 
ed gofpel ; the teaching it muft do hurt and no good. What 
good can be done by teaching the wicked fhall fuffer an age 
of torment, then die the fecond death, and then if ftubborn, 
may die again and again ? By what law, can this death again 
and again (after the fecond death) be fentenced and executed 
upon diem ? by no known law of God, of reafon, or revelation, 
for this teaches only the firft and fecond death : it muft be then 
a romantic, fceptical fancy ; and can the teaching this to the 
world, do good ? a man of good fenfe, unperverted by theory, 
may as well fvyallow fire, as to take fuch an antifcriptural, fcepti- 
cal, abfurd notion into his creed. Befides, what right hath any 
man to take upon him a commiflion, which he cannot execute 
■Bh a good confeience, according to the true fpirit, language* 
■\ import 



import and intention of tt ? Can a man honcftly accept the 
commiflion of fupreme judge, in capital cafes of fife and death, 
whofe mind is perverted by the do&rine of paternal difcipline 
into a fbll belief, that no capital executions by men whatever, 
are lawful ? when he muft either violate his confeience in the 
execution of his office $ or, difappoint the righteous expectati- 
ons of God and man from him, by refufmg to pafs the fentence 
of death, upon every murderer that ftands conyi&ed before 
him ? Can a man with any more honefty, undertake to exe- 
cute the gofpel commiflion, who cannot pronounce that fen- 
tence in it " he that believeth not fhall be damned," without 
this effential alteration and addition to it, viz. " and yet he 
may and fhall be faved ?" If it be demanded, who hath requi- 
red this alteration and addition at your hands ? will it fatisfy a 
judicious chriftian, or avail with the Judge in the great day, 
to fay, we thought it a more glorious meaning than our Savi- 
our meant when he gave it, and than the apoftles underftood 
when they received it, and therefore ventured to add it ? Nor 
hath this plain point in morality yet been proved, that a man 
may honeftly and rightfully eat the bread of orthodoxy, and yet 
lay wafte the faith It is given him to fupport and enforce. It 
feems requifite in the nature of the thing, that thefe difficulties 
fhould firft be removed, before this argument can be urged 
upon us with propriety and force. || 

As to the argument from the pious good tendency of this 
impleaded doftrine; the contrary hath been repeatedly fhewn. 
As to that page 22>6> that it is Angularly forcible to induce 

medenrfs, 

|| The Dr. in his «« Seafonable thoughts," hath given his fentiments 
very different from this writer. In p. 245, he tells us, " Men vifibly u»- 
found in the faith, fhould, upon no terms,' be admitted into the rniniltry :'* 
and if it appeared afterwards, " they Ought to be turned out of it." And 
page 337*8, it is the fpecial duty of miniiters to guard their people againft 
the bad influence of all error, in principle and practice. And when it ap- 
pears, " now is the time they are particularly called to itand up for the 
good old way," and bear a faithful teflimony againft every thing that may 
tend to caft a blemifh on true primitive chriftianity." And again, p. 349, 
" to be furc, thofe ought to do fo, in a particular manner, who inftead of 
guarding people againlt error and evil practice, have unhappily been the 
inftruments of leading them into it." This counfel of the Dr. appear? 
to me incomparably fafer and better than to encourage the fatal attempt 
of «' doing a great deal of good" upon a plan of doctrine uaknewn to the 
facred writers ; and of a viable pernicious tendency. 
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kingdom. After this treachery, they cannot truft in any plan, 

as a fubftitute, that we can offer them. Befides, it can do them 
no good : for if they become nominal chriftians, without taking 
up the crofs, which they are fo taught to be unneceflary, they 
muft fuffer damnation, as furely, as if they had remained deifts. 
And what is worft of all, is, we put into their hands and furnifh 
them with a ftronger argument againft revelation, than all in- 
fidelity ever hath, or can produce. They would certainly turn 
the argument upon us, thus — if by gbfpel conftitution, faith in 
Chrift, repentance towards God, and the taking up the crofs 
and following Chrift in gofpel holinefs, in this life, be not ab- 
folutely necefiary to the falvation Off men ; there is no certainty 
in any thing, in the gofpel revelation. And it is certainly, 
inconfiftent with all our ideas of the perfections of God, that he 
ihould give a revelation to men, that cannot be depended on. 
The confequence is, revelation is deftroyed, and infidelity 
confirmed, on this plan. The reafoning is juft, and the con- 
clufion unavoidable. So that this device for the converfion 
of deifts, turns out felf-fubverfive, and < f vain deceit." What 
then is the true remedy ? The wifclom of God and Judge of 
the world hath taught it, in the gofpel commiffion. Infpire, 
animate their hopes, that if they become cordial believers, their 
reward is great, lure, and eternal : and affure them by his au- 
thority, " that he that believeth fhall be faved j" and by the 
fame authority, with equal plainnefs, folemnity and pathos, an- 
nounce the other part of the alternative of choice, cc he that 
believeth not fhall be damned." This do, to alarm their fears 
to purpofe, becaufe their higheft concernments to eternity, are 
immediately at ftake. So that the exercife of thefe hopes and 
fears may arrcft their reafon and attention, to examine the divine 
credentials of the gofpel - y that they may believe and be faved. 
Thefe are the moft rational, beft adapted and forcible means 
and motives, for the converfion of infidels $ the unerring Judge 
of the world, being judge. 'Tis thefe that prevailed and tri- 
umphed over all oppofition in the miniftry of the apoftles, and 
have prevailed in fucceflive ages ever fince ; and which only, 
we can rationally expedt to prevail, to the end of the world. 
And thefe writers, though undefignedly, have yet very unhap- 
pily been barring, inftead of opening, the way for the conver- 
fion 
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iion of infidels, by weakening and difcrediting the means and 

motives to it, appointed by Chrift. Is there not a fingle rati- 
onal argument for the reception of this impleaded doftrine ? 
Then, let all, both writers and readers, join in the benevolent 
wifh of this author " that it might meet with no acceptance in 
the. world," but be banifhed forever. Would we perfuade men 
to believe, to the faving of the foul j it muft be, by urging the 
motives in the facred commiffion, in their full force. And 
would w$ obtain an eternal weight of glory, we are exprefsly 
taught the way to it, <c by looking to things invifible" as 
"Eternal." AMEN. ' 
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ERRATA. 

PReface* p. a, line io> for impiadtfdTead impleaded : p. 13 , marginal 
note, r. 362,3 : p. 14, 1. 10, dele y, in your : p. ic, -• 14* r. 1743 : 
p. 16, 1. 10 from the bottom, r. ' can' after we 2 p. 17, 1. 18 from the top, 
whatever their chara&ers be, fhould be in parenthefis : in the note p. 6, 1. 
15 from the bottom, r. lets t dele # for the note p. 9 and put ||, for the 
mote comes in where this is, in 1. 6 of the next page : p. 14* 1. 20, dele s, 
after character i p. 15, 1. 4 from the bottom, after works, add a femico- 
loll : p. at, 1» 13, dele happinefs, and read righteoufnefs : p. 24, 1. 19, 
add a comma after the firft point ; and dele s, after underftand, in the note : 
p. 27, 1* i6 from the bottom in the note, read arrangements : in the 
note p. 28, 1. 4 from the bottom, Infert a comma inftead of a femicolon, 
after "accompliftied :" p. 32, 1. 5 from the bottom, after more, read 
weighty : p. 3$, 1. 5, put a full point after "defeated 1" p. 37, 1. 10 from 
the bottom, read indicate t p. 39, L 8 from the bottom, add a comma 
after c 'meaning i" the note p. 24, comes after §, p. 25 2 p. 4$, 1. 10, for 
forfeited, r. forecited i p. 59, 1. 14, for manking, n mankind : p. 6t, 1. 
18, for dreadful, r. deadly poifon : p. 73, 1. 18, for memory, r. manners : 
p. yj y 1. 14, r. unalterable J and J. 8 from the bottom, for "tbeir works," 
r. workers of iniquity \ p. 78, note line 2, for found, r. fecond : p. 84, !• 
7 from the bottom, for thro' r. tho' : p. 87, 1» 23, for furce, r. fource : p. 
203, 1. 14, for there, read then J p. 108, 1. 4 in the note, for mem,r. men ; 
p. t 1 2 in the note, 1. 9, for charter, r. character, and 1. 19, for Now, r. 
How : p. 1 18, 1. 6 from the bottom, for retribute, r. retributive : p. 120, 
1. 14 from the bottom, after the colon, infert "but the future punifhment 
is after, &c." p, 1 51, 1. 2, for or, r* our : p. 160, 1. 16, dele the middle 
p, in perhaps : p. 165, 1. 1, at bottom, for uft r. juft : p. 173, 1. 8, for 
charge, r. change : p. 138, 1. 11 from bottom, for murderer, r. murder : 
p. 139, L 8 from bottom, dele one "that" : p. 180, 1. 11, for dodrines, 
r. docVine : p. 184, 1. ▲, for fufferings, r fufrering : p* 185, 1. 23, for vis, > 
r. eis : p. 187, 1, 20, for disjointed, r. disjoined : p. 201, 1. 14, for pro- - 
phet, r. prophets : p. 206, 1. 16, for as, r. to : p. 311, 1. 2, for as, r, is : ' 
p. 28$, L 2, for unbelieving, r. believing ; and 1. 5, for believing, r. un- 
believing : p. 319, 1. 1 2, for lex,*, lax : p. 35 1 , 1. 2, for circumftance, r. 
circumftawed. ^ ^^ ^ J^U** ItSj&a*** 
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